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Show Biz Auditions Devaluation: 
Effect on Pix, Talent, Frozen Com “| 


What does devaluation mean to¢ 


show biz? 

That was the question parried 
this week in Times Square, at Hol 
lywood & Vine, in Piccadilly, on 
the Champs-Elysees and every- 
where else in the world where ac- 
tors, writers, producers, directors 
and technicians gather. The ama- 
teur economists were rife with an- 
swers—inany of them wrong. 

Major, immediate effect of the 
currency revisions by 19 nations 
since Sunday (18) will be these: 

1. American pictures and plays 
abroad will earn less in dollars. 

2.-American actors and other 
show biz people working overseas 
for payments to be made in local 
currencies will wind up with fewer 
dollars—which will undoubtedly 

ln films, legit and vaude are 
specific stories dealing with 
the possible effects of the cur- 
rency devaluations. 


have a depressing effect on th 
number electing to work abroad. 

3. Cost of production of pictures 
made abroad by U. S. compasics 
will be little affected—except book- 
keepiag-wise — since they are. 
filmed, in part, with frozen cur 
rency. 

4. American picture companies 
will take a book loss on a percent- 
age of the moneys they have 
frozen in devaluating countries and 
also on the value of theatres and 
Other physical properties they 
own there. Latter is said to 

(Continued on page 63) 


Atlanta Negro Business 
Man Buys Radio Station 
_ To Foster Race Goodwill 


Atlanta, Sept. 20. 

Having received green light 
from the FCC, J. B. Blayton, At- 
lanta Negro business man, has 
Purchased control of WERD from 
Radio Atlanta, Inc. Station has 
been off the air since July 13. 

WERD, it is believed, will be 
country’s first radio station ex- 
clusively owned and operated by 
Negroes. In announcing acquisi- 
tion of WERD, Blayton said that 
he plans to operate it “for the ben- 
efit of the Negro community of 
this area.” 

Although there is a Negro radio 
Station on the air in Birmingham, 
manned largely by Negro person- 
nel, that station is owned by three 
white men, according to Blayton, 
who stated that he plans educa- 
tional and cultural programs with 
4 religious slant designed to ap- 
peal largely to Negroes. He said: 

“My purpose is to put on pro- 
grams which will aid in creating 
more good will between the races 
in this area. And I wish to say 
that my desire is to create that good 
will within the existing pattern of 
ay community. I believe strongly 
n this pattern and am going to do 
everything I can do to strengthen 
it and maintain it.” 








, complaining over the fact that any 
| theatres picking up the Series for 
| their large-screen video will share 


World Series—and Cafes | 


Broadway hotelmen, cafe oper- 
ators and theatre owners are per- 
mitting hard business facis to in- 
terfere with sentiment. They'd like 
to see only one local team in the 
World Series just to get some Bos- 
ton or St. Louis money filtering 
into town. If the N. Y. Yankees 
and Brooklyn Dedgers slug it out 
for the championship, there's lit- 
tle chance of any extra business. 

A subway series doesnt bring 
many outsiders into New York and 
fresh batches of coin are always 
welcome on the Stem 


TV casters Claim 
Series Pool Takes | 
‘Em All for a Ride 


Television stations and networks 


| were-up in arms this week over ar- | 
'rangements for the pool coverage | 


of the upcoming World Series. 

Stations are incensed because | 
they will receive no time payments 
for the games, even though they | 
will be carrying Gillette Safety | 
Razor commercials. Networks are | 


no part of the technical pickup! 
costs, cutting in for a free ride} 
at the webs’ expense. Industry of-| 
ficials are afraid such a move sets | 
up a dangerous precedent. 
Situation boils down to the fact) 
that the public will benefit from 
the deal because the Series will be | 
aired in virtually every TV mar- 
ket area-—-to date, oniy two sta- 
tions have actually pulled out. An'! 
extra three markets were added. 
this week, in fact, when Bell Tele- 
phone decided to open the coaxial | 
link to Columbus, Dayton and Cin-, 
cinnati only for the Series. But, 
the stations and networks are de- 


(Continued on page 63) 


————__ —_ 


Hope, Berle, Benny Top 
Comics, Sez Gallup Poll 


Bob Hope, with Milton Berle and 
Jack Benny in the runner-up posi- 
tions, are the nation’s favorite 
comedians, according to a comedy 
star poii justi compieted by Dr. 
George Gailup’s American institute 
of Public Opinion Conducted 
among adults ofer 21, the poll cov- 
ered all media, including films, 
stage, radio and television. 

Other comics in the top 15 placed 
in the following order: Red Skei- 
ton, Fibber McGee & Molly, Ab- 
bott & Costello, Fred Allen, Amos 
’n’ Andy, Arthur Godfrey, Eddie 
Cantor, Jimmy Durante, 


e 
| 


| deLiagre, Jr 


e2 | 


| appearances, starting Oct 


Danny | 
Kaye, Marx Bros., Henry Morgan | 
jand Charles Chaplin. 
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The most ambitious venture to 
date designed to bring about a 
marriage of the legit theatre and 


television has already emerged out 
of the blueprint stage and is being 
whipped into final shape for a 
1949-50 season premiere 

Known as “Producers Circle,” a 
series of full-hour legit produc- 
tions, including current product 


and former Broadway successes, 
will be translated into the video 
medium, with the original pro- 


ducers and, wherever possibie, the 
original cast members 

Lined up thus far for the legit-' 
TV collaborative effort are John 
C. Wilson, Cheryl! Crawford, Gil- 
bert Miller, Kermit Bloomgarden, 
Guthrie MecClintic and Alfred 
A minimum of four 
more top Broadway producers will 
be pacted for the series before it’s 
set to roll. 

“Producers Circle” 
fashioned for TV by the Leu 
Cowan packaging office, with John 
Moses, of the Cowan staff, engaged 
in the initial preparatory work. 


is being 


|The producers who have thus far | 


committed themselves to verbal | 
agreements wiii turn over such. 
properties they directed or pro- 
duced as “Edward, My Son,” “Deep 
Are the Roots,” “The Late Christo- 
pher Bean,” “Petticoat Fever,” 
(Continued on page 690) 


106-vs.-50%, F or 
Hope's 1-Niters 


Bob Hope wiil do some one 
nighters through Canada and New 
York state starting the middle of 
next month, for which he'll draw 
$10,000 in guarantees per date, 
against 50° of the gross. Hope 
will provide a show for that coin, 
consisting of a band and six acts, 
none of which has as yet been 
selected. Les Brown's orchestra, 
which works the Hope broadcasts, 
will not do the dates. 

Hope, booked by the Associated 
Booking Corp., which is handling 
the dates, has so far been set for 
12, in 
Maple Leaf Gardens, Toronto; 13, 
Auditorium, Ottawa: 14. Forum, 
Montreal; 15, Municipal Audi 
torium, Buffalo. Others will fol- 
low. 


Trinder’s B’way Bow 

First deal for a top British comic 
to play a major Broadway cafe has 
been set with Tommy Trinder, 
signed for the Latin Quarter, N. Y., 
for an April date. He's known as 
“the British Milton Berle.” 

Trinder, a leading British variety 
headliner, visited the U. S. two 
years ago as a prelude to getting 
the Yank “feel.” He wanted to 
make sure his stuff wasn’t too lo- 
cal. 
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Open Up Tooth Paste Stock Deal 





Hollow Boffalo Bil 


Rome, Sept. 13 
“Boffalo Bil’s Circus” is playing 
the hard-to-get-te island of Sar- 


dinia this week (10). Circus plays 
only Sardinia, Sicily, Cersica and 
nearby islands. Feature of the one- 
ring circus is the introduction of 
“Boffalo Bil, In Person,” complete 
with white beard, long white hair 
and leather chaps. 

The ringmaster announces, in 
Italian, “And now—Boffalo 8ii will 
speak to you in his native language 
Americano.” The character stands 
in his stirrups, says ‘“Loddies and 
Genteelmons, Hollow!” and gallops 
out to the applause of the audi- 
ence. 


— 


Sharp Rivalry 
Among Jockeys 
For Guestars 


So heavy has the personal com- 
petition become among disk jock- 
eys in cities and towns across the 
country that artists and/or their 
advance representatives often find 


‘themselves in the middle of sharp 


squabbles. Apparently it's no 
longer possible for a singer or 
bandleader to satisfy a group of 
opposing jocks in one town. The 
minute the rep speaks to one, or 
an artist begins a swing of guest 
shots through them all, the ma 
jority burn. Each jock wants to be 
the first approached by an advance 
man and the first to put the visit- 
ing celeb on the air. If he isn't, 
trouble starts. 


Advance men and artists have 
reached the point where they don't 
know what to do. They feel that 
the desire of disk-spinners to have 
first crack at information or a guest 
shot is natural. But they've got to 
start somewhere in each town. And 
the minute they start with one 
jock, the others burn and begin 
taking their spleen out against the 
artist on the air. Situations cannot 


(Continued on page 60) 





Mary Hay Writes Book, 
Music of New Show 


San Francisco, Sept. 20. 

Mary Hay, former Ziegfeld danc- 
ing star, will produce a musical 
revue, “Spring Crazy,” for which 
she has written the score and 
book. She's also directing the cast 
of 18 performers. 

Production will open in the Ma- 
rine Memorial theatre, 600-seater 
on Oct. 4 for a three-wbek run, at 
$3 top. Miss Hay plans to take the 
production on the road. She has 
been living in Inverness, Cal., for 


| the past few years. 


—_—_— + 


Walter Winchell is no longer in- 
terested in $1,000-a-minute con- 
tracts, such as the one he pacted 
with Kaiser-Frager last year. (K-F 
deal was for $650,000 a year based 
on a 45-week season, which at the 
rate of 12 minutes per Sunday 
night, with remaining three for 
commercials and intros, etc., adds 
up to the $1,000 per minute payoff.) 

With Kaiser-Frazer now bowing 
out of the Winchell sponsorship 
the first of the year, WW frankiv 
admits next time up he wants a 
piece of the sponsor business so 
that he'll have something to hold 
on to later. At the moment, one of 
the top pharmacal outfits is re- 
ported interested in such a deal 
on behalf of its newly-developed 
tooth paste product. Winchell ad- 
mits he’s interested. The Sunday 
night at 9 on ABC, of course. is a 
hangover “must,” the web and WW 
having renewed contracts fer next 
year 

There are a couple of potential 
cigaret deals in the offing, too, at- 
tractive coin, but Winchell would 
rather hoid out for a stock come- 
on. 


It took 25 years to establish a 
rep where today he could com- 
mand top coin among commentator 
personalities in radio, Winchell 
pointed out to VARIETY, vet a $10.- 
000-$12,000-a-week contract offers 
no solution to future security, after 
the tax boys get through with you. 
If Jergen’s had displayed some in- 
terest in a “piece of the business” 
deal, Winchell said, he'd probably 
still be selling hand lotion. 


> 


Protestant Threat Of 
Censorship Follows 


Goldwyn TOA Speech 


Hollywood, Sept. 20. 

Samuel Goldwyn’s opinions on 
film censorship, expressed at the 
recent convention of the Theatre 
Owners of America, drew a sharp 
reply from the Rev. James K. 
Friedrich, Episcopal clergyman and 
president of Cathedral Films. Lat- 
ter is a non-profit, non-denomina- 
tional organization which claims an 
audience of 25,000,000 people in 
auditoriums and social halls of 
Catholic, Protestant and Jewish 
congregations. 

The Rev. Friedrich took issue with 
Goldwyn's remark that “there are 
pressure groups which represent 
only a few people that are con- 
stantiy causing the need for cen- 
sorship and that these people 
could be ignored without affecting 








the boxoffice.” 
The cleric observed, “Evident- 
ally Mr. Goldwyn does not realize 


that over 76,000,000 people go to 
church every Sunday in_ this 
country Any attempt to lift 
censorship on the motion pic- 
ture industry would immediately 


force the Protestant churches 
to organize, as the Catholie 
Chureh has done, with an im 


‘Centinued on page 26) 
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Lone Hitch to ‘White Xmas’ Par Deal 


Sept. 20. 
percentage 


Hollywood, 


An usual escalator 


deal has been worked out by Par- | 
amount with Irving Berlin for his | 
Bing Crosby- | 


“White Christmas,” 
Fred Astaire sequel to ‘Holiday 
Inn” of seven years ago. But 
it has one hitch. That is Berlin’s 
desire to have a proprietary inter- 


est in the film Otherwise, it 
would approximate the 12% 
straight, off-the top which the 
songsmith got for “Blue Skies,” a 
subsequent Crosby-Astaire starrer 

As the deal now stands, Berlin 
would get 5% royalty for his song 
material and story ideas on the 
first $2,500,000 gross; 15% on the 
second $2,500,000, and 20% on 


everything above $5,000,000. The 
guarantee would be $500,000, as 
against the $600,000 flat Berlin re- 
ceived from Metro for “Easter Pa- 
rade.” 

Since the Technicolor produc- 


tion would cost at least $2,500,000~ 


to produce, it implies a $5,000,000 
gross to get even. 
The deal is in abeyance pend- 


ing Berlin’s legit production plans 


for next season. 

New Ethel Merman Show 
“Call Me Madam.” said to re- 
volve around a lady ambassador 
a la Mrs. Perle Mestre, will prob- 
ably be the next irving Berlin te- 
git musical, with Ethel Merman 
in the title role. Book is by Rus- 
sel Crouse and Howard Lindsay 
Lindsay is on tour with “Life with 
Mother.” and Crouse is accom- 
em to script the libretto with 
im 


Leiand Hayward would produce 


for 


Robeson Denied Use 
Of Akron Concert Hall 


Akron, Sept. 20. 

Paul Robeson, scheduled to ar- 
rive in Akron, Oct. 5 for a civil 
rights rally and concert, may not 
have a hall to sing in, but the con- 
cert will go on anyway, his sponsor 
revealed. 

Robeson’s sponsor, the Akron 
Council for Negro and Democratic 
Rights, had been refused use of 
the Akron Armory. “because vio- 
lence was feared,” in the wake of 
the Peekskill rioting. The rent 
money for the hall was returned 
Col. Emerson C. Woolf, superin- 
tendent of the armory, said no 
mention of Robeson'’s appearance 
was made when arrangements for 
rental were made. 

Anticipating that a request for 
a school building might be made 
for Robeson’s appearance. the 
Board of Education voted not to 
permit use of any school for the 
singer's appearance. 


Bing, Bob for Pic? 
Omaha, Sept. 20. 
Bob Crosby said during his en- 
agement here that he and brother 
Sins have been mulling a film mu- 
gical with both of them in it. 
They look and sound alike. 


spring presentation. 








Fire Chases Gladys Glad 
Ottawa, Sept. 20. 
Loss of a pair of diamond rings. 
various brooches and clips was 
sustained in a fire that sent forme: 
Ziegfeld star Gladys Glad and her 
husband, Toronto industrialist Ar- 
thur Gottlieb, racing in night- 
clothes from their cottage at Ox- 
bow Lake, 45 miles north of Ot- 
tawa, last week. 
Damage was set at $75.000. 
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Creditor Queries 

Variety has received more 
queries from collection agen- 
cies, credit jewelers and in- 
come tax officials for where- 
abouts of stage people and 
musicians than it has since be- 
fore the war. 

State and Federal taxes are 
one thing, but the credit jewel- 
ers, etc., indicate a perhaps 
too-willing inclination to issue 
credit on dubious risks. 

——<—<——$<—$$ 








Pete Mack’s Passing 
Recalls Some of His 


Intra-Trade Ribbing ~~ 


Since the passing of Pete Mack, 
last week, stories of the late prank- 
ster’s exploits are being revived. 
many a major show business per- 
sonality is believed to have been, 
at one time or another, the butt of 
Mack's pranks. 

While an agent in New York, 
Mack dispensed his practical jokes 
just out of a mischevious bent. 
Later, however, he discovered that 
there was plenty of coin to be made 
in this field alone. Since he was 
being cailed on by virtually every- 
one in show business to pull a gag, 
he decided to make it his business. 
Ultimately, he got a lecture bureau 
to book him for prices up to $350 
for an afternoon's work. He con- 
tinued with these dates until a 
short while before his death. 

Mack's best known prank was the 
caddy bit, wherein he would be 
dressed in disheveled garb with 
one arm bandaged up to the elbow 
and covered with an oily ointment. 
He would hand the player assigned 
him a club, shooting it cf the 

(Continued on page 61) 





Salzburg Film Fest’s 


Commemoration Stamp 


Salzburg, Sept. 20. 

4 special cancellation stamp 
commemorating the recent film fes- 
tival staged by the Motion Picture 
Export Assn. in Salzburg, Sept. 10- 
18. has been issued by the Austrian 
post office. Stamps on special en- 
velopes are being precancelled 
with MPEA and member company 
trademarks in connection with the 
lestivak 

It's the first time that the Aus- 
trian p.o. has used commercial 
identification toe overstamp Aus- 
trian mail. Stamp was used in a 
special p.o. booth which was set 
up in front of the Salzburg Play- 
house, where MPEA §screene 
America pix in preparation for a 


concerted sales drive to start in| 


October. Stamp collectors showed | 
much interest in obtaining the can- 
cellation mark. 


D.C. Sesqui Looks OK 





© Washington, Sept. 20. 


The Senate Appropriations Com- 
mittee has sent a $4,000,000 alloca- 
tion to the legislative floor in be- 
half of the Washington Sesqui-Cen- 
tennial celebration next year. 
Chances for passage in the upper 
house look good, but the House of 
Representatives has blocked sever- 
al previous requests for coin in 
this matter. 

Carter Barron, Metro rep in 
D. C., is pushing the event for the 
motion picture industry. 
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US. Army Denies 
Any Squelching On 
Nurnberg Films 


Washington, Sept. 20. 

The Army has denied a lengthy 
story in The Washington Post that 
it was suppressing its documentary 
film of the Nurnberg trials. Film, 
made three years ago, was shown 
extensively in Germany but has 
not been seen in the U. S. except 
for a few special showings. 

Pare Lorentz, documentary pro- 
ducer, wants to make some changes 
in the film and prepare it for com- 
mercial release. He has been 
balked by Army brass, some of 
whom have admitted frankly that 
because of the change of policy 
toward Germany they would not 


completed T-y 
Theatre, 











| like wide showings of a picture in- 





cluding shots of the concentration 
camp atrocities, etc. 

However, the Army said that the 
picture is being made up in 16m 
and will be available in Signal 
Corps libraries throughout the 
country after Oct. 1. Prints will 
be issued only for specialized audi- 
ences such as clubs and churches. 
Lorentz made the original picture 
from thousands of feet of official 
Army and Nazi film but it was sub- 
sequently changed from his origi- 
nal cutting. In its announcement, 
the Army carefully sidestepped the 
question of why it was refusing to 
permit use of the picture for the- 
atrical showings. 


MARY GARDEN BACK TO 
U.S. FOR LECTURE TOUR 


Paris, Sept. 20. | 
Mary Garden sails for the U. S. 
Wednesday (21) for her lecture 
‘tour, which begins Oct. 5 at the 
|Lisner Auditorium, Washington. | 
Sponsored by the National Arts 
| Foundation, the tour, setup by 
‘Carleton Smith, Foundation neo 
tor, will include engagements in 
Detroit, Indianapolis and Toledo. 
Miss Garden will also appear at 
Michigan U.. Illinois U., Texas State | 





College and Monmouth College, N-¥. Yankees-L.A. Dons (Thurs. nite) 
Yankees lack only a T-quarterback. 


Monmouth, Ill. At the last named | 
she will be awarded an honorary 
degree of Doctor of Music. 
Bookings have also been ar-,| 
ranged for Boston, St. Louis, Buf- | 
falo, Cincinnati, Dallas, Waco, St. | 
Paul, Milwaukee and Chicago. She | 
will make two appearances in Chi- | 
cago. The first will take place! 
Nov. 16 under auspices of Ameri- 
can Aid to France, the second at 
Orchestra Hall Dec. 8. 
south. | 





Jolson Still Hot for That | 
Cole Bros. Circus Offer | 


Al Jolson, who drove east with 
Harry Akst, his favorite piano ac- 
companist, still yens that Cole 
Bros. Circus offer because “that's 
about the only show business I’ve 
not been in,” as he puts it. Jolson 
arrived in New York over the week- 
end, and Mrs. Jolson joined him 
yesterday ‘Tues.). 

The Coles have offered Jolson 
$35,000 a week for two weeks, do- 
ing two shows a day, besides a pri- 
vate car, chef, valet and the works. 
It’s for October, and Jolson is se 
riously considering it, eapecieiiy 
since the route is all in the deep. 
south. j 





* Games 
Army-Davidson.... 


Columbia-Amherst ... 





|Colgate-Buffale . 


Holy Cross-Georgetown 


THIS WEEK’S FOOTBALL 


By MARTY GLICKMAN 
(WMGM, CBS-TV, Paramount News Sportscaster) 


COLLEGE 
EAST 





Selection 


rmy 
Red Blaik merely testing various offensive and defensive units. 


.Columbia ... ea ae 


Lou Little again. starting from scratch with good sophs. 
Boston College-Oklahoma (Fri. nite) 
The Sooners one of the nations top 10. 


ieee Oklahoma ..... a ae 
Colgate 7 . 20 


Red Raiders have touchdown twins in Eggler and Allaire. 
Syracuse-Boston University (Fri. nite) 
Terriers rebuilt under Buff Donelli. 


Boston U..... . 18 


Holy Cross... 13 


Bill Osmanski’s second season with Crusaders shouid be good one. 


Rutgers-Kings Point 


Rutgers 27 


Rutgers’ major loss from last season is Frank Burns. 


Princeton-Lafayette 


Princeton ee 


Big Three Champs start slowly. 


Penn State-Villanova ere 7 
Nittany Lion one of the nation’s best. 
— ae ee 20 
Texas one of the best in the south. 
SOUTH 
— Tulane eee ee 20 
Green Wave a powerhouse. 
Auburn-Mississippi (Fri. nite) ...... Mississippi ... it. TO 
Travis Tidwell, back at Auburn, could upset the dope. 
Baylor-Seuth Carolina i" Baylor .. i: a 
Toughest pick of the young season. 

Rice- psn (nite) Rice . 7 
Ciemson, unbeaten last year, has had too many ‘graduations. 
Georgia Tech-Vanderbilt Georgia Tech 13 
Tough early season game for both clubs. 

La. State-Kentucky (nite) Fee Te 7 
LSU playing at home. 

Tennessee-Mississippi State rennessee wT CT TTT | 
State has a new coach and new personnel. 

North Carolina-North Carolina State Ne. Carelima......ce. 14 
Tarheels have Justice and Wiener. 

SMU-Wake Forest (nite) dala na hel Sani 7 
Doak Walker and Co. back for third time. 

Texas Tech-Texas A&M Texas Tech . = 
Upset! 

TCU-Oklahoma A&M TCU 13 
Aggies, favored to cop Missouri Valley crown, are over their heads 
MIDWEST 
Illinois-Iowa State I . 20 
The lilini beginning iong climb back. 

Notre Dame-Indiana Notre Dame.......... .. 28 
Irish good enough for Indiana. 

Iowa-UCLA Iowa . 13 
New coach, new system, away from home, Uclans won't take 
good Iowa team. 

Colorado-Kansas Kansas . it 
Kansas trounced by TCU last week. but will get revenge. 
against Colorado. 

Wisconsin-Marquette ee 7 
Marquette has better backs. 

Michigan-Michigan State .. Dt @::smessebeaaece © 
Upset! St ate improved. 

Minnesota-Washington RED «ow wcccccccese 
Minnesota looking toward Big 10 title. 

Ohio State-Missouri a 14 
The Buckeyes ‘have it this year. 
Northwestern-Purdue Northwestern < o 
Northwestern lost little. geine’ much since last year. 

FAR WEST 
California-St. Mary's California _.. 27 
Golden Bears the team to beat for the conference championship again. 
i ie Ea aie aaa .. Oregon . i a 

| Oregon was a Bowl team on New Year's Day, and may be 
again this season. 
‘Use- SS Sheeler: oa ‘uly adore a AOE ) SOS ee eee 13 
- Trojans one of the west’s hest. 

Stanferd-Harvard ................. a ee eo 7 
Stanford has the edge playing at home. 
PROFESSIONAL 
NATIONAL LEAGUE 
Pittsburgh-New York Giants ..... Giants... . 10 


Steelers aren't going places since Johnny Clement went to the Hornets. 


Green Bay-Chicago Bears 


ee gee . 414 


Packers rebuilding. 


N.Y. Bulldogs-Philadelphia (Thurs. nite) 


Eagles ._.. 14 


New Bulidogs good but not ready yet to handle champion Eagles. 
Chicago Cardinals-Washington (Mon. nite) Cardinals ; 
Harder, Angsman, Trippi and Christman at their ome. 


Los Angeles-Detroit (Fri. nite). 


.Lions 


Lions going to be surprise of the League. 
ALL-AMERICA CONFERENCE . 


Baltimore-Cleveland 


You can't pick a against ‘Graham, Motley, Jones, et al. 


| Buffalo-San Francisco ... 


. Yankees tiie; Je 
Browns 


Forty-Niners . on. ae 


Forty-Niners have too many guns. 





* Home teams listed first. 
* Points are selector’s prediction, 
College games are held Saturday 
on Sunday unless otherwise stated. 


not the gambling odds. 
unless otherwise stated; pro games 





Record $1,250,000 
Raised by Cantor 
For Jewish Appeal 


Ait a United Jewish Appeal 
luncheon drive at the Commodore 
Hotel, N. Y., Eddie Cantor estab- 
lished a record for one-time fund- 
raising when he realized $1,253,800 
in cash. His job was to convert 
the pledges into currency and 
checks, and he got sums like a 
$10,000 donation from Jack Cohn, 
veepee of Columbia Pictures: 
$22,500 from Barney Balaban; $35.- 
000 from Si Fabian: 275,000 from 
the Warburg family; $15,000 from 
Harry Brandt, theatre owner: $10.,- 
000 from Nathan Straus, president 
of radio station WMCA. etc. 


Cantor left Monday (20) for the 


midwest, thence back to his Bev- 





‘erly Hills home, after 


bing four 
weeks east cutting the first four 
“Take It Or Leave It” ‘(Eversharp) 
shows on NBC ‘(Biow). He dipped 
in and out of town playing fair 
dates while in the east. He does 
three days starting Sept. 22 at the 
Ak-Sar-Ben auditorium in Omaha; 
and winds up Sept. 30 for 10 days 
at the Coliseum, Chicago, for ‘the 
Electrical Exposition. 


Cardinal Spellman’s car drove 
Cantor to the airport when he left 
New York. The comedian will do 
a benefit show for the New York 
Foundling Hospital, under the 
Cardinal's auspices, Oct. 28, which 
will be taped on the Coast. Show 
will comprise Bob Hope, Bing 
Crosby, Dinah Shore, Jack Benny 
and Loretta Young, besides Can- 
tor. 
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GOV'T DEMANDS TOUGH DECREE 








SEC Figures Indicate Pix Biz's 
3-Year Decline About to Be Broken 


Film industry now stands at a 
point where it challenges to halt 
the steady postwar decline in its 
gross revenues. Computation of 
Securities & Exchanges Commis- 
sion reports filed so far by the 
seven majors (United Artists ex- 
cepted) shows the majors to be 
lagging behind the compartive 1948 
take by only 4%. If the fall and 
early winter business carries out 
the promise of current healthy 
grosses, the three-year decline 
should be broken. 

Seven majors have officially 
clocked a total of $547,735,957 in 
domestic and foreign revenues so 
far during the present fiscal year. 
That total compares to $568,734,- 
546 garnered by the same seven 
during the identical period of ‘48 
Under new accounting practice, 
only foreign earnings already con- 
verted to dollars are computed. | 

In all instances, the battering ef- 
fects of the late spring and early 
summer slump are absorbed in the 
totals. While the grosses for that 
April-May stretch were off 10°>- 
20%, varying with each major, fast 

(Continued on page 24) 





Cowan’s ‘Too Good’ 
UA Terms, But Bank 
Insists He Stick 


Lester Cowan has such a favor- 
able releasing deal with United 
Artists on “Love Happy” that tie 
distributing company is taking no 
interest in selling the picture. That 
was the explanation by the pro- 
ducer Monday (19) for his efforts 
to withdraw the Marx Bros. starrer 
from UA and give it to Eagle Lion 
or RKO for release. He'll stick 
with UA, however, since Bank of 
America, which financed, won't 
okay a change. 

Cowan took UA owner Mary 
Pickford in as a partner in the film 
apd thus was able to take advan- 
tage of the exceedingly low distri- 
bution fee to which ‘she and co- 
owner Charles Chaplin are entitled. 
This is 25° for the first $800,000 
of gross and 10% after that. It 
compares with fees of straight 
2712% to 3242% which UA has 
been getting in all releasing deals 
for the past few years. 

Grad Sears, UA prez, claims that 
the “Love Happy” fee is below the 
actual cost to the company for dis- 
tribution—and all other distribs 
agree with him. Cowan claims that 
as producer that’s none of his af- | 
fair, that UA has a deal and should 
live up to it. He says Sears’ atti- 
tude is, “The more money we take 
in on the picture, the more we 
lose,” so UA is showing no interest 
in selling it. 

Cowan declared that the tieup 
with Miss Pickford has proved a 
liability instead of an asset because 


(Continued on page 24) 


Mason and Garbo Walk, 
Now Wanger’s ‘Alone’ 


Rome, Sept. 20. 
- Walter Wanger’s production of 

Friend and Lover” has reportedly 
beer dropped. Greta Garbo, who 
was to have starred, has left Rome 
and gone to Paris. James Mason 
announced in Hollywood last week 
that he has also pulled out. 

Wanger is now in Paris attempt- 
ing to make other arrangements 
and possibly revive the deal. He 
was to have produced the film in 
combination with Eugene Frenke, 
Amato Rizzoli, of Scalera Films, 
and Ferruccio Carameili, Italian 
Producer-distrib. Difficulties—pri- 
marily financial — in getting the 
various participants together threw 
over the deal, since the acquies- 
cence of each hinged on the okay 
of the others. Wanger was in the 
Position of a juggler. 

Garbo was most unhappy here. 
The crowds mobbed her and the 
ee annoyed her. She lived in 
hree different hotels to escape. 

t each time ended up in tears. 
a was offered a police escort by 
ty authorities, but said she pre- 
ferred to “be alone.” 


| 


| 








Lehmans Out of RKO 


Washington, Sept. 20 
Banking firm of Lehman Bros 
has liquidated its last stock hold- 
ings in RKO by a series of trans- 
actions during the past month 
Frederick L. Ehrman, RKO direc- 
tor and a partner in the Wall street 
concern, acted for the outfit by 
selling 4,835 shares of common in 
the open market. 
RKO holdings of Lehman Bros 
are now nil following the sales. 


Col’s Net Doubling 
Last Year's 5656 


Columbia's statement for the 
year ending last June 30 is ex- 
pected to show net earning of $1.,- 
000,000 to $1,100,000—-just about 
twice as much as the previous 
year—board of directors was in- 
formed at its monthly session in 
New York last Friday (16). Earn- 
ings will be equal to about $1 a 
share on the common stock, com 


pared with 40c for the previous 
12-month pericd. 
Company will see even better 


profits for the current fiscal year, 


‘SETS (MONTH 
pWORCE. LIMIT 


+ 





Warner Bros., 20th-Fox and 
Metro would be given 18 months to 
dispose of their entire theatre in- 
terests under a proposed decree 
submitted to the N. Y. federal 
court yesterday (Tues.) by the Gov- 
ernment. Taking a stronger stand 
than with Paramount and RKO, 
consent decree signers, the Dept 
of Justice seeks an outright ban 
against any future theatre acquisi- 
tions by all distributor defendants. 
The ban would apply equally to 
Columbia, Universal and United 
Artists as well as the Big Three 

Acceptance by the court of the 
theatre ban would probably lead 
to an appeal by the Little Three as 
well as the theatre-owning com- 
panies. It has been the contention 
of the former trio that they are 
free to pick up showcases since no 
violation of the anti-trust laws in 
exhibition has been pinned on 
them 

Defendants have until Oct. 17 to 
file their counter-decrees under an 
arrangement reached yesterday 
with the Government. Date for 
oral argument before the court 
will be set later. 

No trusteeship along the lines of 
the Paramount decree is proposed 
by the Government to insure com- 
plete separation of exhibition from 
distribution. Instead, the D of J’s 


order would provide that no offi- 


Sime 


— ——-—— - q 


By Devaluations 
| Sidney on ‘Show Boat’ 


Hollywood, Sept. 20 

Metro assigned George Sidney 
to direct the new version of “Show 
Boat,” with Judy Garland and 
Ethel Barrymore 

Picture will also serve as a show- 
boat for the dance team, Marge and 
Gower Champion, who have been 
signed for acting and choreography 
chores on the Culver City lot for 
two more pictures in the next two 
years. 


SIMPP Charges 
MPAA ‘Betrayal 


Motion Picture Assn. of America 
and the Society of Independent 
Motion Picture Producers—which 
have allaved their battling re 
cently for a guarded sort of peace 
—moved a definite step apart this 
week. Cause was the departure 
for Europe Monday (19) night of 
John G. McCarthy, director of the 
MPAA’s international division, in 








company with MPAA prez Eric 
! Johnston 
SIMPP members were bitter 


over what they saw as a “betrayal” 


MAY 19, 1873—SEPT. 22, 1933 





which began July 1, directors were 
told. On the basis of present pros- 
pects, earnings are expected to 


reach between $2,000,000 and $2.,-, 


500,000. 

The 1948-49 pickup in net was 
reportedly accomplished without 
any tilt in gross. That was due 

(Continued on page 4) 


BENJAMIN AND KRIM’S 
JOINT EUROPEAN TRIP 


Robert Benjamin, head of J. 
Arthur Rank’s U. S. unit, and his 
law partner, Arthur Krim, former 
Eagle Lion prez, planed for the 
Continent over the weekend. Ben- 
jamin will remain in Europe one 
month before returning. He is due 
in England early in October to 
huddle with Rank and his aides 
on routine matters. 

Krim expects to stay on the Con- 
tinert for a considerably longer 
stretch before trekking back to 
New York. During his stay, Krim 
will handle a number of film pro- 
duction matters, including a check- 
up into the possibilities of over- 
seas filmmaking with Yank capital. 
He will also journey to Rome to 
huddle with Ilya Lopert, topper 
for Lopert Films. 

Both Benjamin and Krim are 
members of the N. Y. lawfirm of 
Phillips, Nizer, Benjamin & Krim. 


Denuded Italo ‘Rapture’ 
Gets Breen Office OK 


Seal was granted last week to 
“Rapture,” Italian-made film, by 
the Production Code Administra- 
tion in Hollywood. Breen office 
okay was withheld when the film 
was ‘irst presented, pending cuts 
in some long shots of a nude gal 
diving and nude statuary around 
the pool. 

Negotiations are expected to be- 
gin this week with United Artists 
for a releasing deal. Film was 
produced by a group of Americans 
last fall. They are David Pelham. 
John Shepridge and Robert Goelet, 
Jr. About $300,000 budget was 
provided by Robert Goelet, Sr., 








wealthy New York real estate man. | 


cers, directors, agents of the de- 
fendants or outside parties “shall 
attempt by holdings of stock or 
other securities, by proxy holdings, 
by fictitious holdings, assignments, 
or transfers of stock, or by any 
other means, to evade, impair, or 
destroy the effectiveness of the 
separation.” 

One Year to Submit Plans 

Proposed decree would give the 
Big Three one year to submit plans 
for divestiture of theatre interests. 
Divestiture, as distinguished from 
divorcement, is the sale of theatres 
by the separated circuits to bring 
down their size and open closed 
situations. Government will also 
submit a plan and objections by 
either side can be filed within 45 
days. On objection, hearing of the 
court would determine the issue. 

Te get divorcement rolling, de- 


Sen. Langer Would 
‘Probe’ 20th and Loew’s 
For ‘Wasting Money’ 


Washington, Sept. 20. 
Complaints of stock manipula- 
tions by stockhoiders was the domi- 
nant motivation for a resolution to 
probe 20th-Fox and Loew’s, avers 
Sen. William Langer (R., N. DJ 
Langer made his motion before the 
Senate Judiciary Committee yes- 
terday ‘Mon.) on the basis that both 
companies were “wasting money” 
by having on the payroll! numerous 
friends and relatives who don’t de- 
liver adequate returns for their 
salary. Senator also suggested that 
the old Browne-Bioff payoff was a 

coverup for other inefficiencies. 
Langer asked that the committee 


(Continued on page 18) 


Depinet Back to N. Y. 


Hollywood, Sept. 20. 
Ned Depinet, RKO prexy, planed 
to New York Monday (19) night 
following huddles at RKO with 
Howard frughes and Sid Rogell. 
They discussed production and 
distribution. 





by Johnston of an agreement he 
assertedly made with indie prexy 
Ellis Arnall recently that the ma- 
jors’ organization would do its ne- 
gotiating with foreign governments 
via the State Dept., rather than di- 
rectly. It was said by SIMPP 
that McCarthy's accompaniment of 
(Continued on page 24) 


CBC CRITIC’S ‘STABLE’ 
SLAM RILES CHURCH 


Toronto, Sept. 20. 

Sequel to his labelling of “Come 
to the Stable” as “another of 
Hollywood's growing flood of 
propaganda on behalf of the Roman 
Catholic Church,” Gerard Pratley, 
Canadian Broadcasting Co. film 
critic, is the target of an editorial 
blast in the current Catholic 
Register, weekly newspaper of the 
church in Canada In his “This 
Week at the Movies” program car- 
ried recently by the CBC, Pratley 
found that the story of two nuns 
raising money to build a school 
for children was “sentimentally 
sticky,” and he also said the theme 
song was “banal and adds nothing 
to the picture.” 

Film was held over for second 
week here on two-house first-run 
combo the University and Toronto 
for high grosses. 


Selmick Off to London 








But Due Back Next Mo. | 


David O. Selznick will plane to 
London from New York tomorrow 
(Thursday! after a two-week visit 
to the U.S. He will be back here 
in October to testify in the breach 
of contract suit brought against 
him in Los Angeles last year by 
producer William Bacher, who was 
to have made a film under the Selz- 
nick banner. 

Selznick’'s stay then will again be 
a brief one. He'll return to Europe 
as soon as possible to contniue 
working out deals for lensing by 
local producers of pix to be par- 
tially financed and distributed by 
the Selznick Releasing Organiza- 


i tion. 


$30,000,000 in Frozen Coin Affected 


All Over the World 


+ Devaluation of the British pound 


carrying with it parallel action by 
other countries both in and out of 
the sterling block, affects the ma- 
jor part of $30,000,000 in frozen 
currencies held throughout the 
world by the American film indus- 
try With a chain of nations al- 
ready stringing along with Britain, 
it is likely that every country re- 
stricting currency, including the 
Latin-American block, will re-peg 
its money. While the companies 
need take no loss on their books, 
the ultimate conversion of this 
| $30,000,000 will be reduced by one- 
| third in terms of dollars. 
Affected somewhat more remotely 
|are the majors’ wide overseas in- 
terests in theatres, studios, labs, 
buildings, bonds and other forms 
of property. These holdings prob- 
ably e.::eed $80,000,000 in valua- 
tion. Their market price, again in 
terms of dollars, has also been re- 
duced by one-third. Whether this 
calls for revaluation on company 
books depends on how the property 
has been set up previously 
Current earnings are also shaved 
(Continued on page 18) 


Zanuck Back, Sparks 
20th Production Sked; 


Views on Devaluation 


production vee- 
pee, Darryl F. Zanuck, declared 
yesterday (Tues.) that the world- 
wide devaluation of currency would 
have little effect on 20th’s ambi- 
tious foreign production plans, 
since as little as one-eighth of the 
total budgets of some _ pictures 
lensed abroad have represented 
frozen coin. He conceded, though, 
that if devaluation cuts into 20th’s 
worldwide grosses as anticipated, 
then it will present a serious prob- 
lem to production generally,” in 
view of still-mounting costs 

Just returned from a 10-week 
working holiday in Europe, Zanuck 
said 20th has never permitted the 
frozen coin factor to determine the 
extent of foreign production. Main 

(Centinued on page 22) 


Twentieth-Fox 





| FARIETY 


Trade Mark Registered 


FOUNDED BY SIME SILVERMAN 
Published Weekly by VARIETY, Ine. 
































Sid Silverman, President 
164 West 46th St., New York 19, N. ¥ 
i Hollywood 24% 
62it Yucca Btreet 
Washington 4 
1292 National Press Bullding 
Chicago 1 
360 No. Michigan Ave. 
anton W* 
8 St Martin's Pl, Te 8a 
SURSCRIPTION 
|| Annual $10 FPoretgn......§11 
i Single Coples......... .... 25 Cents 
120 
Vol.176 he No. 2 
| INDEX 
| Bills ne 54 
> Gee » oe. sedpapeced 62 
| Film Reviews .......... 3 
i} House Reviews ........ 55 
| Imside Legit .........:. 58 
|| Inside Music ......... 46 
| Inside Pictures ‘seer 18 
Inside Radio es 38 
|| Inside Television ...... 39 
} International ......... 15 
| DT : i-nesdssemen 56 
- nn ; ; keetaene aad vo cae 
Music - 41 
|| New Acts oes 
| Night Club Reviews ... 53 
| Obituaries » wie 
|| Pictures Sees 3 
Co Ser 28 
Radio Reviews ......... 33 
Records + eqn ae 
| Frank Scully — 
|| Television = » oem ee 
|| Television Reviews ..... 32 
|| Unit Review ........... 54 
| Vaudeville ..........- 49 





DAILY VARIETY 
(Published in Holiywood br 
Datty Variety, Ltd.) 
$15 a Year—-$2¢ Foreice 








iy 





ed 


a 


eee ha a pres enn te 





~- gr te a 


‘2 


PICTURES 


VARIETY 


Wednesday, September 21, 1949 





Exhibe May Cement Closer Bonds 
To Distribs by More Frequent Visits 


To the H'wood Production Centers 


more tangible? 


Even if nothing 
comes of the recent all-industry 
public relations powwow in Chica- 
g0, observers see a tremendous 
value in the hypo given there to 
the trend of various segments of 
the business getting to know each 
other better. A followup push in 
that direction given by Eric 
Johnston at the Theatre Owners of 


was 


America session in Los Angeles, 
when he suggested that all exhibs 
at periodic intervals attend semi- 


nars in Hollywood 

Theatremen at the meet gave im- 
mediate, although informal, ap- 
proval to the idea and, if the Mo- 
tion Picture Assn. of America or 
some other organization with the 
facilities pushes the plan and co- 
ordinates its mechanics, regular 
Coast treks by exhibs may be ex- 
pected in the future. They'd dis- 
filmmaking with studio and 
production execs, with both sides 
profiting through a greater knowl- 
edge of the problems of the other. 


cuss 


Many exhibs expressed a desire 
fo carry this new unity one step 
farther. They asked that seminars 
also be held in various regions of 


the U. S. to which production chiefs 
might come and meet with theatre 
operators This would be an or- 
ganized extension of the trend al- 
ready well-evident of Hollywood 
execs hitting the road to meet the 
people who exhibit and pay admis- 
sion to their pix Most of such 
tours now are for the purpose of 
selling a particular picture in 
which the exec is interested. Ex- 
hibs want to see the production 
biggies with the purpose of discuss- 
ing mutual problems 

K. O. to “Lawyers’ Paradise” 

Surprising thing to observers is 
that in the 35 vears or more that 
the industry has been organized on 
jis present basis. the various seg- 
ments have gotten to know so little 
about each other Each of the 
three major sides of the business 
production, distribution and exhibi- 


Continued on page 18) 


PHIL SMITH WOULD 
SELL HIS 13 OZONERS 


Boston, Sept. 20. 


One of the targest§ drive-in 
chains in the country, the 13-ozoner 
circuit of Philip Smith Pheatrical 
Enterprises. is being offered for 
sale by Smith, it has been learned. 
Reportedly the New England exhib 
fis asking for $1,000,000 in cash, 
the remaining $3,000,000 in the 
form of a mortgage. Besides the 
drive-in circuit. Smith operates 
seven conventional houses in Mas- 
sachusetts. 

Ovzoners are scattered through- 
out the midwest. Two are in De- 
troit: twe in Cleveland; one apiece 
in Cincinnati, Kansas City, St. 
Louis, Milwaukee, Des Moines, 
Omaha. Indianapolis, Griffith and 
Chicago. Smith, it is said, is seek- 
ing to sell the circuit so that he 

can concentrate on his localized 
lle husetts operations. 


Par, Col and U Continue 
To Reacquire Own Stock 


Three majors went ahead during 
the past month in their campaigns 


to reacquire outstanding shares of | 


common or preferred stock while 
the fourth, 20th-Fox, marked time 
Pushing its tremendous drive, 
which will continue until divorce- 
ment at the end of the year, Para- 
mount picked up another 16,600 
shares of common. Par now has a 
total of 978.815 shares cached away 
in its treasury. 

Columbia acquired 100 shares of 
cumulative preferred during the 
same period to bring its total to 
1.400 shares. Universal bought an- 
other 50 shares of its special pre 
ferred stock. U holds 2,490 shares 
of the limited issue following the 
a. Twentieth, which has 

een activ: for the past year in 
purchasing its own cumulative and 
prior preferred issues, reported no 
activity during the month. 

Par expended an approximate 
$340,000 for iis latest common 
siock acquisitions. In the past two 

ears it has reduced its outstand- 
ng common by 
an expenditure of $20,000,000, 
told, in so doing. 


one-seventh with) 





Many Eye P.R. Jobs 


Apparently one of the most 
sought after jobs in the indus- 
try at the moment is that of 
chief of the overall public re- 
lations agency which may re- 
sult from the reeent Chicago 
p.r. confabs. Flock of top men 
now active in films and others 
in publicity or on the fringe of 


the industry are reconnoiter- 
ing the possibilities of landing 
the job 

As yet. both the agency it- 


self and the post as its topper 
are compleiely nebulous. Reso- 
lution was passed at the Chi 
powwow suggesting an_  all- 
industry public relations outfit 
be set up. but the project still 
has a long way to go to fulfill- 
ment. One of those most prom- 
inently mentioned for the spot 

if and when—is Maurice 
Bergman, former pub-ad chief 
and now assistant to the presi- 
dent of Universal. 


ASCAP Drops 
Minn. Appeal 


Sept. 20 
theatre’ license 
ASCAP has 





Minneapolis 
Conceding its 
fees are uncollectable 
abandoned appeal from Federal 
district court Judge G. H. Nord- 
bye’s adverse decision in its suits 
against Bennie Berger's theatres 
and Mrs. J. L.. Jenson’s White Bear, 
Minn., house io collect such un- 
paid fees 
Acting upon motion of L. B 
Schwartz and S. P. Halpern, coun- 
sel for defendants. and in concur- 
rence with plaintiff's wishes, sec- 
ond Federal court of appeals dis- 
missed the ASCAP appeal. In his 
decision in defendants’ favor, 
Judge Nordbyve held ASCAP 
couldn't collect theatre fees for its 
music because its copyright had 
been extended illegally and be- 
cause it was engaged in monopoly 
in violation of anti-trust law. 


Seek ‘Roberts’ Release 


Hollywood, Sept. 20. 
Leland Hayward and Joshua Lo- 
gan are negotiating for a major 
company release deal for ‘Mister 


Roberts,” which will be shot next 
summer with Henry Fonda star- 


ring. Fonda also stars in the cur- 
rent Broadway hit. 

Film will be made independently 
by Hayward and Logan. 


> . 
MPSC’s States-Rights Op 
Following out their plan of 
changing over gradually to a states- 


'rights operation, Neil Agnew and | 
Charles Casanave have named Mort | 
Magill as franchise-holder in the | 


Philadelphia-Pittsburgh territories 
for their Motion Picture os) 
Corp. 

Prior to joining MPSC, Magill 
was branch manager for United 


Artists in Philly and Pittsburgh. 


He'll headquarter in Philly. 





COL’S NEW BANK 


CREDIT OF 
$10,000,000 


Columbia has established a new 
$16,000,000 production credit with 
the First National Bank of Boston, 
Bank of America and the Bank of 
Manhattan Co. At the same time, 
Col has reduced its outstanding 
obligation to the three banks by 
'retiring a previous $7,200,000 loan 
while simultaneously borrowing 
$6,000,000 on the new $10,000,000 


revolving credit Transaction in- 
volved cash payment by the film 


company of $1,200,000. 

New credit will be available to Col 
in its maximum figure until July 
3i, 1950. Thereafter, it decreases 
$1,000,000 annualiv until 1954 All 
loans made on the fund will be evi- 
denced by promissory notes which 
fall due Nov. 30, 1954. Notes call for 
payment of 3% interest, and Col 
will pay another 1/24 of 1% o 
sums available as open credit. 

Loan has a number of strings | 
tied to it. For one. if the net cur- 
rent assets of the film compay fall 
below $15,000,000 at any time, the 
three banks are not obligated to 
make any further loans until the 
figure again exceeds the $15,000,- 
000 marker. Company's policy to- 
wards outside producing units is 
also regulated. It may invest in 
outside filmmaking companies if a 
director, producer. plaver. etc., em- 
ployed by Col owns 50% of the 
stock in the particular company 
along with Col or one of its sub- 
sids 

Under the new deal. both the 
Boston bank and Bank of America 


s 


are committed to supply 40°° apiece ' 


in the new funds Bank of Man- 
hattan is down for the remaining 
20%. 

Col has had a $10,000,000 pro- 
duction credit with the three banks 
for several years. Loan, however, 
was on the point of expiring when 
the new deal was made.. 


VA Release for ‘Sin’ 





Hollywood, Sept. 20. |. 


“Is This a Sin?” starring Myrna 
Loy, Peggy Cummins, Richard 
Green and Roger Livesey. has been | 
set for UA release by Eddie Small. 

Film was made in Italy last year 
by Gregory Ratoft. 





NJ Allied’s New Prez Aims to Bring 
Down Rentals, Nixes Conciliation 


One of the first official acts of 
Wilbur Snaper, newly-designated 
prez of New Jersey Allied, will be 
to head a delegation which will 
make the rounds of major com- 
pany sales execs in an effort to 
bring down film rentals. Squnding 
off to Variery, Snaper declared 
that his three-man committee will 
ask “that an exhibitor be permit- 
ted to make an extra dollar on 
good films as a cushion for the 
bad one.” Delegation will consist 
of Snaper, Lou Geld and Irving 
Dollinger. 

Turning his guns on the distribs, 
Snaper asserted that “adjustments 
are the unhealihiest thing in this 
business but the only way an ex- 
hibitor can exist under present 
conditions.” “Any adjustment sim- 
ply means that a picture has been 
sold the wrong way.’ Snaper con- 
tinued. “And it’s the distributor 
who fixes the terms and forces the 
theatre man to ask for an ad- 
justment liter on.” 

“As thirgs now 
prexy went on, 
ter than a western calls for high 
terms. An adjustment § simply) 
means tha a distributor has al-| 


siand,” Jersey 


ready sold the film at top terms. | building bally 


“any picture bet: | 


break for the exhibitor. If films | 
were sold on flat terms, an ex-| 
hibitor could make back a few 
dollars to cushion him.” 

Snaper disclosed that Jersey Al- 
lied had dropped the Andy. W. 
Smith-Bennie Berger “conciliation 
plam” after a trial run. Plan proved | 
unworkable, Snaper said, because | 
it took too long to siraighten out 
any complaints registered by ex- 
hids. In one case, he added, four 
months elapsed beiween the filing 
of the beef and a final answer 
from 20th-Fox sales execs. 





His outfit will take no stand 
on the Chicago public relations| 
program, Snaper stated. until it | 


hears both sides at 
lied’s convention in Minneapolis, 
Oct. 24-26. Members of the local 
org want to know specifically what 
is expected of them to carry out 
the p.r. plan. Org’s delegates to 
ihe convention will be uninstruct- 
ed so that they can have “a free 
hand.” 

So far as percentage terms are 
concerned, Snaper believes that 
they rob an exhib of an incentive | 
to get behind the pic. There is no | 
point in an operator spending | 
more than customary on ads or 
when the distrib) 


National Al-| 





If it doesn't go the company eases | gets the lion's share of the extra | 


jthe hurt but that’s only half ajcoin, Jersey prez declared. 





what they termed 


NANA’s ‘Slush Fund’ Slush 


Industry public relations experts in New York this week saw 
“a perfect example of the type of irresponsible 


and sensationalized reporting from Hollywood that should be dealt 
by an overall public relations body” in the Friday (16) column of 


Harold Heffernan. 

paper Ailiance. 
Heffernan said that 

studios is establishment of a 


Writer is syndicated by North American News- 


“under serious consideration” by the major 
“slush fund of a few million dollars. 


This would be used in an emergency to absorb individual studio 
losses on features the group might vote it best to keep out of cir- 


culation.” 


Columnist stated the idea was given fresh impetus when “one of 
the big lots tossed in a feature that will obviously do the entire 


business untold harm 


The film co-starring two of the biggest 


names in the business and produced by an Englishman famed for 


his brilliant whodunit 
attendance in its initial showing 
ful movie, however 


direction, 


is thus certain to attract heavy 
It is such an extremely distaste 


that word of mouth publicity is very apt to 


throw a monkey wrench into the machinery of an industry that has 
shown excellent signs of recovery in the past few months It 


is freely admitted that the 
available—raised by 
worthwhile purpose by 
pectedly sour and tossing them 


Johnston office, with such a slush fund 
individual studio 


assessments—could serve a 


buying the few big films that go so unex- 
unviewed, 


into the ash can.” 


No one had any doubts, of course, through Heffernan’s descrip- 


tion of the director. 
Capricorn,” 
Sidney L. 
trade wondered was 


that the pic 
produced independently by Transatlantic (Hitchcock- 
Bernstein) and distributed by Warner Bros. 


was Alfred Hitchcock's “Under 


What the 


how anyone familiar with the industrv—as 


Heffernan presumably is—could go so far off base on an obvious!v 


preposterous yarn The 
talked of for vears in 
never seriously in exec 
impractical—which, it 


circles, 


“slush 
Hollywood commissaries and niteries 


is thought, 


fund” idea has certainly been 
but 
since it is obviously; en 
Heffernan himself must 


row 


Preposterousness of the yarn is said to be evident in the sleture o! 


other studios getting togethe: 


costs. 


and handing to Warner 
Transatlantic the more than $2,500,000 represented in 
by negative, publicity and advertising, 


Bros. and 
“Capricorn” 
Technicolor prints and other 


The Ingrid Bergman-Joseph Cotten starrer has played only one 


date, Radio City Music Hall 


where. 


despite poor reviews. it hit a 


tremendous $139,000 gross in its initial week. 











RKO Divorcement on 1 Some Theatres 


Stalled: Most Pards Prefer to Buy 





;yet and are only tentative. 








|  Col’s Net 


Continued from pace 3 
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to the fact that most of the high 


cost productions of the immediate 
post-war period had been cleared 
from the shelves and it 
longer necessary to 
their amortization 

Further hypo to earnings 
1949-50 will be accounted for by 
a large amount of foreign income 
which has poured in during the 
past few months. This is not 
money which was earned during 
the period, but which just happen- 
ed to be remitted to Col during 
the current fiscal year. A second 
|factor which the directors are 
counting on to push up the net is 
“Joison Sings Again.” which is do- 
ing sensational business in virtu- 
ally every date. 
Earning figures for the year end- 
ing June 39 have not been audited 
The 
| $1,000,000 or better which is ex- 
pected, however, compares with 
$565,000 for 1948 and $3,707,000 
for 1947. 

Directors also declared a 


was no 


provide for 


for 





50c | 


dividend on the common for the. 


year ending June 30. pavable on 
Oct. 14 to stockholders of record 
Sept. 30. 





N. Y. to L. A. 


Louis Astor 

William Boyd 

Marion Brando 

Marge and Gower Champion 
Brian Donlevy 

Kurt Frings 

Charles Le Maire 

George Raft 

Darryl F. Zanuck 


N. Y. to Europe 


Eric Johnston 

Nat Karson 

John G. McCarthy 
Eric 8. Pleskow 
Ethel & Anne Powell 
David O. Selznick 
Herbert J. Yates 


Europe to N. Y. 
Leslie Banks 
Dr. Padraic Colum 
George Formby 
Mary Garden 
Lew Grade 
Alfred Hitchcock 
William Horne 
Charlotte Koehler 
Jarmila Novotna 
Kate O’Brien 
John Perona 
Ella Raines 
Francis L. Sullivan 
Felix Wildenstein 


With divorcement coming on for 
RKO, number of negotiations on 
individual theatres are 


growing hot and the circuit is 
likely to win or lose these houses 
within a matter of weeks. Involved 
are important theatres such as the 
Midway, Forest Hills, N Proc- 
tor’s, Newark; Grand. Chicago: 
Orpheum, Denver; and the Capital, 
Union City. 

After extended 
RKO and Loew’s reached agree- 
ment yesterday (Tues.) whereby 
former takes over Loew's interest 
in the Orpheum, Denver. Previous- 
ly, two companies sparred because 
both chains wanted the house 

As for both the Midway and 
Proctor’s, RKO is attempting to in- 
duce the Skouras chain to sell its 
half interest. iodieuting the dif- 
‘ieulties of liquidating partnership 
holdings, Skouras, like Loew's. is 
insisting on purchasing RKO's 
interest rather than sell. 

Same hurdle applies to the 
Grand which the major partners 
with Edward Van Nomikos. As for 
the Capital, lease expires at the end 
of the month when the landlord 
will take over the property from 
the chain. 


L. A. to N. Y. 


Harry Akst 

Jack Alkow 

Fred Allen 

Lauren Bacall 
Barney Balaban 
Scotty Beckett 
Maurice A. Bergman 
Humphrey Bogart 
Charles Brackett 
Martin Broones 
Thomas Buchanan 
Ned E. Depinet 
Mel Dinelli 

Dan Duryea 

Helen Ferguson 
Leonard Goldenson 
Charlotte Greenwood 
Mitchell Hamilburg 
June Havoc 

Darryl Hickman 
Portland Hoffa 

Al Jolson 

John Joseph 
Alexander Knox 
H. S. Kraft 

Lou Levy 

Gene Lourie 
William MacMillan 
George McCall 
Marie McDonald 
Ben Newman 
Robert O’Brien 
Larry Parks 

Eddie Peabody 
Franklin Pulaski 
Duncan Renaldo 
William F. Rodgers 
Robert J. Rubin 
Alfred W. Schwalber: 
Marta Toren 
Tamara Toumanova 


currently 


negotiations, 
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BATTLE OVER BID SELLING © 


seE COURT TEST 
ON OPEN BIDDING 


Court battle by individual mem- 
bers of the Theatre Owners of 
America over the org’s contention 
that competitive bidding should be 
open to disclose winning offers for 
product is regarded as a likely de- 
velopment. In coming out against 
the competitive selling method gen- 
era’ly as a means to hoise rentals, 
TOAers contend that the legal jus- 
tification of their demand for open 
bids has already been handed down 
by the courts. 

Circuit court of Pennsylvania 
ruled to that effect, it is said, in 
its recent decision upholding Harry 
N. Ball, trustee for the Ambridge 
theatre, against Paramount and a 
number of other defendants 
“Based on the conclusion reached 
in the Ambridge case,” Herman M 
Levy, TOA general counsel, told 
Variety, “it would certainly seem 
likely that an unsuccessful exhib- 
itor bidder may go to court and 
through the proper action compel 
disclosure of the terms of a suc- 
cessful bid.” 

Bid method, report of Levy's le- 
gal advisory council declared, “is 
unfair, inequitable and unjust to 
be employed by distributors ex- 
cept where only through that sys- 
tem can the opportunity for ob- 
taining sufficient product be grant- 

(Continued on page 18) 


Christophers’ Series 
Of Documentaries With 
Name Stars Donated 


At a total cost of approximately 
$100,000, a series of 30 half-hour 
films designed to encourage more 
active citizenship is being sponsor- 
ed by the Christophers. A churth 
organization, known for its liter- 
ary awards, the Christophers pick- 
ed up the idea from producer Leo 
McCarey. Cost of each film will 
run about $30,000. McCarey will 
direct the initial picture and Bob 
Hope. Spencer Tracy, Loretta 

4 Young, Rosalind Russell, Jack 
: Benny, Irene Dunne, Jimmy Dur- 
ante and Jeanne Crain are some of 





production is expected to begin 
within two months at an independ- 
ent studio. The initial venture will 
be titled “You Can Change the 





World” and will serve as an intro- | 
duction to the rest of the series. | 


Entire project will be based on 
“You Can Change the World,” au- 
thored by the organization's found- 
er Father James Keller. Another 
of his books, ‘Three Minutes a 
Day,” due for Doubleday publica- 
tion next month, will also be used 
in molding the series. The films 
_ be produced as documentar- 
es. 


i Rep’s 16 Top Budgeters 
Besides Usual Oaters 


Republic Pictures’ releasing slate 

for 1949-50 will include 16 high- 

: budget pix in addition to the com- 
Pany’s regular lineup of “bread- 
and-butter” westerners and action 

films. In jointly making the prod- 

uct announcement yesterday 

(Tues.), Republic toppers Herbert 

J. Yates and James R. Granger said 

the company’s pix would be slanted 

for “exploitation angles” to assist 

exhibs in attaining the industry's 
common goal for wider audiences. 

Top film in the program will be 

the John Wayne starrer, “The 

Stands of Iwo Jima,” which is cur- 
; rently being set for an early preem. 
; The U. S. Marine Corps, which co- 





oprated in the production, will as- 
. Sist the pic's promotion. 


Republic’s lineup of westerners 
will include six with Roy Rogers 
in Trucolor, five with Rex Allen, a 
new cowboy personality, and 12 
with Monte Hale and Allan Lane. 
Republic will also release 14 action 
Pix, four serials and four travel 
Shorts in Trucolor, 
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Writing Jobs Up 


Hollywood, Sept. 20. 

Writing mills are picking up 
speed again on the film lots with | 
a total of 467 scribes at work. an 
increase of 42 over last month, ac- | 
cording to the Screen Writers 


Heaviest increase was at RKO, 
where 18 scripters were added to 
the payroll. 


th Extends Its 
Bidaing Territory, 
Now Nationwide 


Twentieth-Fox sales veepee Andy 
W. Smith, Jr.. revealed last week 
that the company will soon be sell- 
ing pictures via competitive bids in 


certain Situations In every ex- 
change territory. While no com- 


parison is available for the increase 





: the name stars who have volunteer- | 
ed their services free. 

‘ The first screenplay being writ- 
ten by Eugene Ling and Dick 

Breen is nearing completion and 


in the number of bidding situa- 
tions, 20th is known to have upped 
them considerably over this time 


last vear 

While bidding is not mandatory 
now, the courts have ruled that the 
major distributors must sell prod- 
uct without discrimination. Most of 
the majors, consequently, have con- 
centrated on auction selling as the 
fairest method of distribution and 
to forestall as far as possible any 
further legal actions brought by 
exhibitors. Smith pointed out that 
“we want to give competing thea- 
tres in all areas a chance to get 
our product.” 

Last exchange territory to get 
20th’s bidding policy is New Or- 
leans. Smith said he has issued 
orders to the New Orleans branch 
office to inaugurate competitive 
negotiations in that area starting 
Nov. 1 in “every city, town and 
hamilet.”” Move means that 20th 
probably will be selling away from 
the E. V. Richards chain for the 
first time in years. Circuit has con- 
sistently refused to bid for product 
and, unless some policy change is 
effected by either side, competing 
theatres will be getting 20th films. 





POPKIN, STIEFEL PUT UP 


COIN FOR NASSER BROS. 


Hollywood, Sept. 20. | 

Harry Popkin and Sam Stiefel 
have agreed to advance sufficient 
coin to the Nasser Bros. to protect 
the studio operators’ financial in- 
vestment in “Quicksand” and end 
prospect of the Nassers being em- | 
barrassed on a bank loan. Settle- | 
ment was reached Monday night | 
(19) in order to get “Big Wheel” | 
into United Artists release first 
without a court battle. 

The Nassers initially squawked 
about the releasing order and 
wanted “Quicksand” to go first 
in order to pay off a $350,000 bank 
loan by Aug. 1, 1950. Settlement 
| was reached in huddles among 
Popkin, Cardinal Pictures prexy; 
| Herbert Silberberg, his attorney; 
Stiefel, head of Rooney-Stiefel Co.; 
'Charles Loring, repping UA; James 
Nasser, and his attorney, Max 
Fink. 


‘Hornblower’ Prepped 
By WB for London 


Hollywood, Sept. 20. 

Warner Bros. is preparing “Cap- 
tain Horatio Hornblower” to start 
in London next summer. Arthur S 
Abeles, Jr.. WB manager in Great 
Britain, is working on the project. 

Gregory Peck may star under 
his Warner deal with Raoul Walsh 
directing, assuming that he does 
“Quo Vadis” first for Metro next 
Spring. 


2d WB Pic for Berle 


Holiywood, Sept. 20. 
WB has picked up Milton Berle's 
option for a second film to roll 
next summer. 
Berle just completed 
Leave Them Laughing” 
; produced by Jerry Wald. 








“Always 


at WB, 


Guild. 


See Competitive 
Bidding Used To 
Up B.0. Scales 


Competitive bid method of sell- 
ing product may be called on by 
one or more majors aS a way ol 
extracting advanced admissions on 
heavy-budgeted films No demand 
for upped scales can be made on 
exhibs under the Government anti- 
trust decree, since it would be 
deemed price-fixing. Bid method, 
however, which would include the 
admission scale as one of the fac- 
tors in awarding a film is consid- 
ered complying with the decree by 
the number of industry attorneys 

With several sales depts exerting 
pressure on their legal talent for a 
method of getting higher revenues 


on extra-expensive product, legal- 
ites have been mulling a number 
of ways of jacking up the scales 
One system, used by Universal in 
peddling “Hamlet” and Eagle Lion 


for its “The Red Shoes.” is the old 
fave of four-wall 

Four-wall! operation has not been 
challenged by the Dept. of Justice 
However, some leagites believe the 
D of J has not moved simply be- 
cause no complaints have been 
filed by exhibs Sooner or later, 
according to some attorneys, meth- 
od will be tested in court proceed- 
ings. 

Columbia has tackled the prob- 
lem from another angle in its cur- 
rent selling campaign on “Jolson 

(Continued on page 22) 
Hollywood, Sept. 20 

Bud Abbott and Lou Costello 
have advised Universal that all 
deals henceforth will be handled 
for them through Eddie Sherman, 
marking Sherman's return as their 
personal manager. Sherman’s law- 
|suit against comics, pending for 
past year, has been settled out of 
court. Under settlement, Sherman 
will receive $400,000, spread over 
next four years, in addition to re- 
suming his regular 10° deal. 

Money has been in escrow since 
Sherman filed suit and represents 
arrearage for past three years. 
Sherman has aiready received 
$100,000 from Universal. Comics 
have been repped by William Mor- 
ris agency during part of their 
hassle with Sherman. Under their 
U deal, they make $800,000 or more 
annually. 


leases 





| 


Par-Glassman’s Splitup 


Denver, Sept. 20 

Paramount has taken another 
| step in its breakup of holdings with 
theatre partners. Major has part- 
ed company with Abraham Glass- 
man with whom it jointly operated 
four houses in Boise, Idaho; the 
Ada, Pinney, Granada and Boise 
Under the _ dissolution between 
Glassman and Par's subsid, Inte: 
mountain Circuit, Glassman gets 
the Granada and Boise while Par 
retains the Ada and Pinney 

Glassman .and_ Intermountain 
each owned 50°? of the four houses 
involved 


Admit Print Pinch 
But Deny Its Use 
To Up Clearances 


Major 
this week 


managret 
existence 


company sales 
conceded the 
of a shortage in the number of 
prints available on new pictures 
They denied exhibitor charges 
however, that they were arbitrarily) 
reducing the total prints released 
to foster a system of clearances. In 
addition, several maintained they 
have boosted on a minor scale the 
number of prints turned out on 
each new film 

Argument over the availability 
of prints is the latest deterrent to 


promotion of better exhib-distrib 
relations. Exhibitors raised’ the 
problem last week both at the 
Theatre Owners of America con- 


vention in Hollywood and the A\l- 
lied of New Jersey annual meet 
at Atlantic City. General exhib 
squawk was that the majors have 
not stepped up the release of 
prints, which they claim has been 
made necessary by the drive-in 
boom, faster playoff of pictures in 
all situations, etc. 

While the sales managers ques- 
tioned conceded that prints may be 
held up in some territories, none 
would offer a definite solution of 
the problem. They conceded the 
new saturation booking policy, 
which several have followed, may 
cause a shortage in some territories 
while most of the available prints 

(Continued on page 20) 





Granger’s ‘Vadis’ Test 
Hollywood, Sept. 20. 
Stewart Granger is testing at Met- 
ro for the lead in “Quo Vadis,” 
with indications Gregory Peck will 
be unavailable when film shoots in 
‘Italy next spring. 


National Boxoffice Survey 


Trade Sharp Despite Few New Entries—‘Bride’ Cops 
Top Coin; ‘Kentuckian’ Second on Ist Week Out 


Business in principal key cities 
is holding up well this stanza, very 
encouraging in view of the number 
of holdovers and extended-run en- 
gagements. Such strength without 
too much new product and with in- 
terest in both major league pen- 
nant races at white heat in numer- 
ous cities is taken as a good omen 
for fall trade. 

“Male War Bride” (20th), which 
displayed sock potentialities on 
initial batch of dates, is easily No. 
1 picture this week. Cary Grant 
comedy moved up from third posi- 
tion. with okay to terrific biz the 
rule. Film will do better than 
$225.900 in some eight keys cov- 
ered by VARIETY 

“Fighting Kentuckian” (Rep) is 
landing second place, even though 
this is the first week out John 
Wayne meller thus far is doing 
close to “Wake of Red Witch” 
(Rep) biz Besides some eight 
keys where shown playing by 
VARIETY reports, picture also is 
| holdover in Oakland. New Orleans, 


Dallas Houston El Paso and 
Austin, Tex. It is tops in two spots 
and fine to smash in most loca- 
tions 


Third money is going to “Top O’ 
Morning” ‘Par’ while “White Heat” 
(WB), champ in first week this 
month, is finishing fourth. A 
;couple of mild sessions and a dis- 


appointing week hurt “Jolson 
(Col) is in fifth slot again on basis 
of sustained sock takings in three 
situations. 


“Sword in Desert” (U) is show- 
ing enough strength to capture 
sixth position. “Rope of Sand” 


(Par) will wind up seventh while 
“Roseanna McCoy” (RKO) is eighth 
from top. “Lost Boundaries” (FC), 
“Come To Stable” (20th), “Great 
Feeling’ (WB) and “Home of 
Brave” (UA) round out the top 12 
in that order. “Madame Bovary” 
M-G) and “Midnight Kiss" (M-G) 
pace runner-up pix. 

“Kiss,” only out in two cities this 
round, shapes as a sweet future en- 
try. “Task Ferce” (WB) did very 
well on Chicago preem. “Father 
Was Fullback” (20th) is racking up 
Ruge biz in Detroit with big stage 
layout headed by Louis Armstrong 
combo. “Black Book” ‘EL: loom 
fine in Cleveland and St. Loui 

“Once More, My Darling” ‘| 
due in N. Y. this week, shapes brisk 
in Louisville. “Sorrowful Jones’ 
(Par) looks sock in Montreal 
“Brimstone” (Rep) is okay in Chi 

“Siattery’s Hurricane” (20th) 
iooms fast in Chi. “Not Wanted” 
(FC) is big in K. C. “Easy Living 
(RKO) shapes fancy in Omaha 

(Complete Boxoffie Reports on 
, Pages 12-13). 
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CIRCUITS’ PITCH 
FOR TOP PRODUCT 


Revolt of the Theatre Owners of 
America against competitive bid- 
ding staged at the group’s Los An 
geles convention is an attempt by 
the big circuits to win back product 
lost to smalifry exhibs. That's the 
general view of distribs who indi- 
cate that they will not budge from 
their present stand short of a court 
order. They are particularly firm 
on the issue pressed by the TOA 
that all successful bids be opened 
for inspection by the losing exhibs 

“The people most vociferous in 





their demands that bids be dis- 
closed are the big circuits,” a sales 
exec declared to Variety. “Most 
complaints come from the circuits 
only few from individuals. That is 
the source of the present differ 
ences.” 

Distribs maintain that open bid 


“put the fellows with the 
If a big circuit 


ding will 
jlong purse on top.” 
jean know what his smaller rival 
|pays for a film or bids on future 
product, it can consistently 
for a film until it finalls 
competitor into the ground. The 
circuit, it is said, can afford to 
overbid regardless of a film’s po- 
tential for that purpose 
In the face of a TOA complaint 
that no exhib can bid intelligently 
for a film without seeing the 
(Continued on page 22) 


outbid 
runs its 


VWifl- 
oe 


Rossellini Polishing 
‘Stromboli’ in Italy; 
Lopert Denies New Deal 


RKO will permit Roberto Ros- 
sellini to edit “Stromboli” in Italy, 
according to Art Cohen, RKO 
writer, who passed through New 
York on his way to the studio last 
week after five months of work on 
the Ingrid Bergman-starrer in 
Rome. Cohen said that a new con- 
tract is being arranged which will 
allow the director to finish the job 
over there. 

Rossellini’s refusal te come to 
the U. S. to edit the pic, as called 
for in the original pact, has been a 
source of dispute with RKO owner 
Howard Hughes. Final three days’ 
shooting, which Rossellini reputed- 
ly refused to send to Hollywood, 
has only been delayed, Cohen said, 
because it was made in a woman's 
detention camp near Rome and re- 
quired government okay before it 
could be shipped out of the country. 

Meantime, according to other re- 
ports from Rome, Rossellini and 
Ilya Lopert have been spied in nu- 
merous friendly huddles and there 
has been speculation that they may 
once again join forces. Lopert, for- 
eign pic distrib and circuit op- 
erator in the U. S., set up the 
‘Stromboli” deal. It ended in a 
battle with Rossellini that saw 
Lopert bow out when the director 
entered into a pact with RKO 
Lopert and his associates received 
$54,000 as balm and to pay costs 
involved. 

Lopert’s partners in New York 
this week scouted the possibility 
of another deal with Rossellini, 
pointing out the ulcers and head- 
aches they suffered in the last asso- 

ciation. Lopert is slated to return 
to the U. S. on the America Oct. 20. 
While aboard he acquired one film, 
“The Difficult Years,” and has been 
working with producer Geza Rad- 
vanyi on another, “Lady in the 
Shadow” (formerly “Women of 
Sabena”), which will be distributed 
by his Lopert Films 


Metro Borrows Foun 7 
From WB for ‘Kim’ 


Hollywood, Sept. 20 

Metro borrowed Errol Flyns 
from Warners to star in “Kim,” 
based on the Rudyard Kipling tale 
of India. Dean Stockwell will play 
the title role, with Victor Saville 
directing and Leon Gordon pro- 
ducing. Much of the footage will be 
shot in India. 

Picture will be Flynn's second on 
the Culver City lot. His first was 


\ “That Forsyte Woman.” 
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World premiered in Atlanta, Memphis, Nashville, Charlotte 
-and more than 400 other top theatres throughout the South, 
“THE GAL WHO TOOK THE WEST” came off with flying colors. First 
reports indicate holdover business in every situation. Yes 
sir, it’s a combination that can’t be beat-a comedy West- 
ern, in Technicolor, backed by the kind of showmanship 


on 






that makes the industry say: “U-I is the Showman’s Buy. 
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Oh, You Beautiful Doll 
(MUSIC AL—COLOR) 


20th-Fox release of George Jessel pro- 
duction. Stars S. 2 sensil June Haver, 
Mark Stevens; features Charlotte Green- 
wood, Gale Robbins. Directed by John 

_ Stahl. Sereenplay, Albert_and Arthur 
Tate based on “life” 
art pater: camera (Technicolor), Harry 
Jackson, Fred Sersen; music, Alfred New- 
man; vocals, Ken Darby; arrangements, 
Edward Powell, Herbert Spencer: dances, 
Seymour Felix. Tradeshown N. Y., Sept. 


. 3 i time, 91 MINS. ~ 
16, "49. Running June Haver 


Doris , 
ry Kelly Mark Stevens 
td Fisher . Z “Cuddles’ Sakall 
Anna Breitenbach . Charlotte Greenw 
arie Carle....... ‘ Gale Robbins 
} Jay C. Flippen | 


Andrew Tombes 
Eduard Franz 
Dick Rich 


Ippy 
Ted Held 


Steiner 


irly 
| onan Al Klein, Dun Kerr, 
Warren Jackson, Sam Ash 
Madam Zaubel Eula Morgan 
ucca Nestor Paiva 
Zaltz Curt Bois 
Sophie Torchy Rand 


Ray Walker 
Frank Kreig 
Victor Sen Yung 


Box Office Attendant 
Headwaiter 


of Fred Fisher; | 
Fisher with Alfred Bryan and | 





— Myrtle Anderson 
Toastmaster John Mylong 
Musician Robert Gist 
Bie Blonde Marion Martin 
Reporters James Griffith, Billy Wayne 
Steiner's Secretary John Davidson | 
Cooper Edward Clark | 
Police Lieutenant Robert B. Williams | 
Police Sergeant Phil Tully 
Italian Maurice Samuels | 





“Oh, You Beautiful Doll” pur- 
ports to be the bio ic of yesteryear 
songsmith Fred Fisher, a _ pleas- 
ant enough Technicolorful me- 
lange of nostalgic song and senti- 


ment. It will do business. 
June Haver and Mark Stevens 
are the romantic leads, played 


obliquely to S. Z. “Cuddles” Sakall 
in the role of a rather venerable 
denizen of Tin Pan Alley. In its 
approach, even if it doesn’t come 
off 100%, producer George Jessel 
and his studio rate “A” for effort 
in segueing away trom the then-I- 
wrote and then-I-sang cycle. 

The switch lies in the fact that 
Fisher (Sakall) is not the sharp- 
shooting music man but a longhair 
musician whom a _ double-talking 
songplugger (Stevens) metamor- 
phoses into a pop songsmith by put- 
ting a zing into the composer's seri- 
ous works. As biography, it might 


be stated at this point that authen- | 


ticity ends with the fact that the 
jeading protagonist of this Tin Pan 
Alley effusion is cailed Fisher: that 
his wife, Ann and Doris, are re- 
ferred to by their true names; and 


the usage of Fisher’s better known p 


pops. One other minor detail ts 
also true, Fisher was born Alfred 
Breitenbach. The rest js 100% fic- 
tion. 

This is the key for Al Lewis and 
his son Arthur’s original screenplay 
to give the Fisher biog the 
switch. The Lewises have contrived 
the idea that Breitenbach abhorred 
association with Tin Pan Alley, for 
all the affluence it brought the 
Fisher menage. Jay C. Flippen is 
cast as the boniface of a bistro from 
which “Peg O’ My Heart” is juke- 
boxed when that pop achieved a 


| 


revived hitdom all over again 35) 


-ears after its original publication. 
‘lippen’s flashback reminiscense 
of how “Fred Fisher killed Alfred 
Breitenbach” is the burthen of the 
picture. 


The turn-of-the-century music 


hall, Tin Pan Alley and general | 


backstage stuff are backgrounded 
against the Haver-Stevens romance; 
soubret Gale Robbins—singing the 
title song—is a pseudo-third angle 
to the triangle. Charlotte Green- 
wood is the understanding gentut- 
lich hausfrau who caters to the 
eccentric Sakall’s whims; Miss Ha- 
ver is properly the ingenue until 
love blossoms; and Stevens — -~ 
a heart of gold under the brash re- 
sourcefulness of the No. 1 Tin Pan 
Alley songplugger whose very ex- 
istence is made to revolve around 
getting any of the tunes cavaicaded 
up there on top of the sales. 
Besides “Doll” and “Peg,” “Come 
Josephine in My Flying Machine,” 
“Who Paid the Rent for Mrs. Rip 
Van Winkle?”, “Ireland Must Be 
Heaven for My Mother Came From 
There,’ “I Want You to Want Me 
to Want You,” “When I Get You 
Alone Tonight,” “Broken Heart for 
Every Light On Broadway,” “Daddy, 
You've Been a Mother to Me,” 
“Chicago,” and “Dardanella” are 
cavalcaded. A pseudo-Aeolian Hall 
finale, conducted by eminent maes- 
tro Eduard Franz, tops off the pic- 
ture and is the means to bring back 
papa Fisher, supposedly shamed by 
the filthy lucre accruing from the 
proselytizing of his symphonic mel- 
odies into Tin Pan Alley p nits. 
“Doll” has been dressed in lush 
color, sometimes a bit on the minor 
key, endowed with the gaudy trap- 
pings and mellowness of the post- 
mauve decade, and outfitted with 
enough flash, dash and rehash to 
appeal to all tastes. Andrew 
Tombes as Ted Held (J. Fred 
Heif?); ex-bandsinger Gale Robbins 
as a composite prototype of the 
Tanguay - Seeley- Tucker school: 
throwaway references to “Johnny 
Hubert,” as the “biggest producer 
on Broadway”; real-life closeups of 
an immortal Tin Pan Alley gallery 
comprising Irving Berlin, Harry 
Von Tilzer, Walter Donaldson. 
Ernest R. Ball, Joe E. Howard and 
Jimmy Monaco are some of the 


| mixes to the just-right degree a 
| credible combination of warped 
integrity, hardened purpose and 
meticulous conformance to the 
rules of the game. Robert Coote, 
as the commanding British general, 
is burdened with a foolishness that 
the English may not regard too 
kindly. 

Film could use some generous 
snipping; its action is too sparse 
for the 119-minute running time. 
Camera work is adequate though 
uninspired except for one jolting 
sequence which shows the Russian 
DP camp. Direction lacks disci- 
pline in seeking to pile one in- 
cident on another in an overly- 
broad manner. 


Miniature Reviews 

“Oh, You Beautiful Doll” 
(Color-Musical) (20th). Okay 
biopic based on Fred Fisher's 
songs; will do business. 

“The Red Daanube” ‘M-G). 
Anti-Communist film slowed 
by overtalky and unwieldy 


yarn. 

“Il Married a Communist” 
(RKO). Robert Ryan, Laraine 
Day in fast moving meller; 


good b.o. 

“Strange Bargain” (RKO). 
Neat whodunit with Jeffrey 
Lynn, Martha Scott; solid pro- 
gram support. 





“The Hasty Heart” ‘ABP). 
British-made war drama 
should be good U. S. grosser. 

“Catcasts of the Trzil” 
(Rep Fair cowpoke pic for 
the action market 


Apparently, the effective filmy on 
Soviet misdeeds is yet to be made. 
This one suffers from punch-sig- | 
nalling; clumsy melodramatics 
which are curiously unconvinc- 
ing and embarrassing histrionics. | 


“Treasury of Monte Cristo” Neither a thriller nor a sound 
— Lang ee ne a propaganda exposition of the 
case adventure feature 1a totalitarian threat, “Danube” falls 


modern-day San Francisco. 
“Dear Mr. Prohack” (GFD). 

So-so British comedy based on 

Arnold Bennett's book. 


between two chairs, landing the | 
harder because it first wanders in 
a morass of religious talk. Wit. 





I Married a ‘Communist 


RKO release of Sid Rogell production. 
Stars Laraine Day, Robert Ryan, John | 
Agar; features Thomas Gomez, Janis Car- 
ter, William Talman. Directed by Robert 
Stevenson. Screenplay, Charles Grayson, 
Robert Hardy Andrews; story, George W. 
George, George F. Slavin; camera, Nich- 
olas Musuraca; editor, Roland Gross; 
score, C. Bakaleinikoff. Tradeshown N. Y., 
Sept. 15. ‘49. Running time, 73 MINS. 

Nan Collins baie oe one Laraine Day 
Brad Collins 











characteristic Jesselian “authentic” 
touches for the inside = , 
el. 


The Red Danube 


Metro release of Carey Wiison produc- 
tion. Stars Walter Pidgeen, Ethel Barry- 
more, Peter Lawford, Angela Lansbury, 
Janet Leigh; features Louis Calhern, Fran- 


cis L. Sullivan, Melville Cooper, Robert D 1 MB. ws eveeeeres Robert Ryan 
Coote. Directed by George Sidney. Von SOWTY «we eeerennns John Agar 
Screenplay. Gina Kaus and Arthur Wim- Christin Thomas Gomez 
peris, based on “Vespers in Vienna,” Gastetine Sc eeseeccecece Janis Carter 
novel by Bruce Marshall; camera, Charles Bail PraVi. ....eesseees. Richard Rober 
Rosher; editor, James E. Newcom; music, — sid rete eneees William Talman 
Miklos Rozsa. Tradeshown N. Y., AFMNOIG .. «si atseeeess Pau! © Burns 


Sept. Ralston 


Charles Dover 
Grip Wilson 

Mr. Cornwall 
Garth 


Paul Guilfoyle 
G. Pat Collins 
Fred Graham 

. Harry Cheshire 
Jack Stoney 


14, 49. Running time, 119 MINS. 

Col. Michael Nicobar Walter Pidgeon 
The Mother Superior Ethel Barrymore 
Major John McPhimister Peter Lawford 
Audrey Quail Angelia Lansbury 


(eee ee eees 





Maria, Buhlen " Jenet Leigh | 
“ol. Piniev ouls Calhern oat - ‘“ 
Col. Humphrey Omicron F. L. Sullivan As straight action fare, “I Mar- 


ried a Communist” generates 
enough tension to satisfy the ave- 
rage customer. Despite its heavy 
sounding title, pic hews strictly to 
tried and true meller formula. 
Scripters have by-passed the ideo- 
ne ‘ les by sacrificing 
cee a . | authenticity for sensationalism. It | 
In “The Red Danube,” Metro'makes no contribution towards 
aims a haymaker at Soviet repatria- combating the Commie menace 
tion methods in Europe and gen- | but shapes up as okay entertain- | 
eral Communist ideology, but the ment nonetheless. A medium | 
unch lands short of the mark. | budgeter, film has several good ex- 
Although it has the headlines be- ploitation pegs and strong enough 
hind it, an overtalky and unwieldly | cast to pay off in majority of situa- 
story ~ ee the — more —— | tions. 
than not. Its topicality may help| Screenplay uses the simple and 
“Danube” score at the boxoffice | slightly naive device of substituting 
though past anti-Communist pix | Communists for gangsters in a typ- | 
have shown no such trait. Other-/| ical underworld yarn. The Com-/ 
wise, it must count on a fairly | mies are depicted as a conspira- 
strong name cast to bridge the poor torial gang of cutthroats and hood- | 
word-of-mouth. ‘lums indistinguishable from a 

Film might have been rescued | Murder, Inc., setup. The bearing, 
by a more winning portrayal of its | vocabulary and motivation of the 

ro-democratic forces. But Walter | real-life Commies are almost com- 

idgeon, who limns a British army | pletely distorted to fit the plot. 
colonel engaged in fulfilling the | The revision of only a couple of 
western allies’ commitment to re- | lines would have transformed this 
= forcibly all refugees from | Gm into a rackets yarn. The rest 

ussia, is hamstrung for too many | of the plot paraphernalia is already 
reels by calloused and blandering pi:sent. There’s the ruthless gang 
dcings. His adjutant, Peter Law- | chieftain, the moll bait, the ware- 
ford, won't stir up warm audience |house headquarters, the stooges, 
response because he is - the guy who goes straight, and the 
as 2 peculiarly capricious charac- inevitable dumping of a frightened 
ter. Lawford’s toujour l'amour | stoolie. Pic is so wary of introduc- 
scramblings are not calculated to‘ ing any political gab that at one 
build an epic tragedy out of the | point when Commie trade union 
death of his Russian sweetheart ‘tactics are touched upon, the 
who kills herself to escape the soundtrack was dropped and only 
Soviets. By sun-up the next day, lip-readers can follow the intended 
a a = next 9 vs dialog. 

Scene of the struggle is Vienna, Robert Ryan plays an ex-com- | 
circa 1945, where Pidgeon is bil- rade who turns a. in San Francis- 
leted by a buffoonish superior in co as vice-prexy of a shipping com- 
a convent. Here much tedious re- | pany and bigtime labor relations 
ligious talk is generated in the expert. In the midst of waterfront 
shape of a duel between the union negotiations, the Commie 
colonel, a professed unbeliever. chieftain, Thomas Gomez, enters to | 
and the mother-superior (Ethel remind Ryan that he can’t quit the | 
Barrymore) on the pros and cons mob and had better follow the 
of organized religion. Meanwhile, | Party’s directive to stir up labor 
a more deadly duel centers around | weulia. Horsecollared by a mur- 
the Soviet efforts to ship unwill- der he committed for the Party | 
ing repatriates to Russia. years ago, Ryan unwillingly plays | 

Chief pawn is a ballerina (Janet | ball with the Muscovite boys. | 
Leigh) beloved by Lawford. Pid-| Subsidiary yarn involves Ryan’s | 
geon, punctiliously carrying out wife, Laraine Day, and her brother 
his orders to surrender all refu- | John Agar, who is being lured into 
gees on Russian demand, turns |Commie circles by a blonde Party 
over the ballerina on the promise | charmer, Janis Carter. Agar falls 
she will not be mistreated. Pic for the gal and swallows the line 
pulls all the stops to, show the | but is ultimately killed for know- 
viciousness of the regulation and | ing too much. At that point, Ryan 
to convert Pidgeon to that view. breaks with the Contes and set- | 
Camera turns to several suicides; tles the score in an old-fashioned | 
- ie ny ~ — of — _slam-bang shooting match in which | 
eportees; a Russian concentration everyone except 
camp and other incidents to win 4d “4 en ey eae 
hs cod result. ; For the record, | 

ed cooperation ends after a Ryan giving the standout perf - | 
ee 2 before the military ance as the disillusioned’ radical. 
orities. 


Miss Day, as his politically inno- | 
As indicated before, Pidgeon and cent. wif | 
Lawford are hampered By By BR) 


¢ n their Gomez gives a com 
thesping by the script’s demands. | conventionai pecweall of ry 
Miss Barrymore, too, calls on her | leader. Agar is excellent as the | 
usual alchemy to transmute her, Commie dupe and Miss Carter 
lacklustre lines, but the effort | lends conviction to her role as. the | 
doesn't pay off. Angela Lansbury, | Red siren. Rest of the cast, play- | 
treated more kindly by the script, ing assorted Commie punks and | 
pertly into the part of a subal- | s — 
tern, assisting Pidgeon in his work. | got - fh 
Neatest performance is turned in 
by Louis Calhern as a Soviet 
colonel who parries ideologically 
with Pidgeon while pressing his 
refugee-grabbing chores. Sticking 
consistently to his accent, Calhern 


Meiville Cooper 
Robert Coote 
Alan Napier 

Roman Toporow 

Kasia Orzazewski 
Tamara Shayne 
Konstantin Shayne 
. Janine Perreau 
David Hydes 


Pvt. David Moonlight 
Brig. C.M.V. Catlock ... 
The General 

Lieut. Maxim Omansky 
Sister Kasimira 
Helena Nagard : 
Prof. Serge Bruloff 
“Mickey Mouse” vs 
Lt. Guedalia-Wood.... 








the chief credit for kee ing the 
yarn rolling at a sustaine snappy 
pace. Production values are mod- 
est but expert lensing, tight editinr 
and good musical background len: 
a strong assist. Herm. 
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They Live by Night 

Produced by RKO in 1948, 
“The Twisted Road,” now 
called “They Live By Night,” 
and originally titled “Your 
Red Wagon,” is finally being 
prepped for domestic release. 
Given a repeat tradeshowing 
in New York Monday (19), it 
was reviewed in Variety from 
Hollywood, June 30, 1948. Pic- 
ture was tabbed by reviewer 
Brog as being a “moving, som- 
ber story of hopeless young 
love.” Review thought film's 
appeal would be limited be- 
cause “there’s no attempt at 
sugarcoating a happy ending, 
and yarn moves towards its in- 
evitable, tragic climax without- 
compromise.” The then coni- 
paratively unknown duo of 
Farley Granger and Cathy 
O’Donnell were cited as “a 
gifted team of young players 
who stand out in making their 
performances thoroughly real- 
istic.” 


a ward of five conval soldiers 
of v nationalities sent a 
dour, stubborn Scotsman with only 


a few weeks to live. The Sister in 


| charge and the five soldiers know 





| 


of the certain fate of the Scotsman, 
but he himself is kept in ignorance, 

Born a, foundling, and having 
lived 24 years without a friend in 
the world, the Scot resists the 
friendly overtures of his comrades, 
But this ce is eventually 
overwhelmed when they all organ- 
ize a birthday party and present 
him with a kilt. From that stage 
he becomes overanxious to be 
aeeey and even falls in love 
with the Sister. Then the news, 
which has been withheld, is broken 
by the colonel in charge, and he 
once again becomes the stubborn 


| Scot believing that the display of 


| 


friendship was realiy nothing more 
than an act of pity. Finally he 
breaks down and decides to spend 
his last few days with the only peo- 
ple who have ever given him real 
friendship. 

This is an obviously sentimental 
story, and no attempt has been 
made to conceal it. Instead, direc- 


———_ tor Vincent Sherman has clearly 


J 
Strange Bargain 
RKO release of Sid Rogell production. 

Stars Martha Scott, Jeffrey Lynn. Directed 
by Will Price. Screenplay, Lillie Hay- 
ward; camera, Harry J. Wild; editor, 
Frederic Knudtson; music, C. Bakaleini- 
koff. Tradeshown N. Y., Sept. 19, °49. 
Running time, 68 MINS. 
Georgia Wilson ..Martha Scott 
Sam Wilson Jeffrey Lynn 
Lt. Richard Webb..... Henry Morgan 
Bama Jarvis... ...ccoce: Katherine Emery 
Malcolm Jarvis Richard Gaines 
Timothy Herne Henry O'Neill 


Sgt. Cord ot cb ecece cots. ae eee 
Roddy Wilson.........-.- Michael Chapin 
Hilda Wilson. ........... Arlene Gray 
Sydney Jarvig.....+..«++. Raymond Roe 
APPAR Robert Bray 





“Strange Bargain,” one. of Sid 
Rogell's series of modest-budgeters 
for RKO, is a nifty whodunit for 
its class. Sharply written and 
tautly directed, pic rolls with steady 
momentum, gathering tension right 
up to the finish line. Lack of im-| 
pressive marquee values slates it 
for secondary situations where it 
will rate as solid mops fare. 

Although stickin the main 
to standard whodunit patterns, 
screenwriter Lillie Hayward has 
come up with sufficient number of 
surprising twists to keep the cus- 
tomers baffled but intrigued all 
the way. Credit also belongs to 
director Wiii Price for neatly vary- 
ing the usual detective routines 
with some acute character delinea- 
tions without slowing down the 
pace. 
signments in convincing style. 

Pic revolves 
Lynn, as a low-paid bookkeeper 
who is offered a wae of dough by 
his boss in order te make the lat- 


gone all out to make this the strong 
point of the picture and give it par- 
ticular appeal to women audiences, 
Owing to the limitations of move- 
ment, the film tends to be slow in 
parts, and would be helped by care- 
ful pruning. 

Ronald Reagan and Patricia Neal, 
imported from Hollywood for this 
production, are in good form. The 
former is naturally at home play- 
ing the part of the Yank ambulance 
driver, and Miss Neal brings charm 
and conviction to the role of the 
Sister. Richard Todd, elevated to 


star billing, is perfectly cast as the 


The full cast handles its as- | 


around Jeffrey} Sheriff Wilson 


unrelenting Scot, and his broad ac- 
cent should be followed without 
much difficulty by American audi- 
ences. The other members of the 
cast play an important part in 
maintaining atmosphere. Myro. 


Outeasts of the Trail 
(SONG) 


Republic release of Melville Tucker pro- 


duction. Stars Monte Hale; features Paul 
Hurst , Jeff Donnell, Roy Barcroft. - 
rected by Philip Ford. Screenplay by 


Olive Cooper; camera, Bud Thackery: 
music, Stanley Wilson. At the New York. 
N. Y., dualer, week of Sept. 13, "49. Run- 
ning time, 59 MINS, 


ae  §«§=._ éincesceonms Monte Hale 
Doc Meadowlark............ Paul Hurst 
Lavinia White ............ Jeff Donnell 
Fei erste Roy Bracroft 
Tom “Ivory” White....... John Gallaudet 
Elias Dunkenscold........ Milton Parsons 
eS, .cckhes ebbws * Tommy Ivo 
th Pn. «.7kkesenedes Minerva Urecal 
 - *_ ees Ted Mapes 


Horace Rysen George W. Lloyd 


Steve Darrell 


“Outcadts of the Trail” is pitched 


\to the action market. A few plot 


twists hike it a cut above the aver- 


ter’s projected suicide look like | age low-budget oater. 


murder for the insurance com- 
pany. Lynn carries through his 


end of the deal but the cops stead- | 


ily close in to pin the murder ra 


on the innocent man. At the wind- 


_Scenario angle has @ i7-year-old 
girl, played by Jeff Donnell, and 
her kid brother, Tommy Ivo, ostra- 
cized by the townsfolk because 
their dad is doing time for a $100,- 


up, however, it’s discovered that | 000 stagecoach robbery. The father, 


the dead man didn’t commit sui-' 
cide. He was killed by the most | 


} 


when released from the pen, goes 
straight and returns the loot but 


innocent-looking person on the lot, meanwhile the daughter has been 


natch. 
Lynn is firstrate as the con-| 


science stricken accomplice, while ¢ 


forced into another holdup. That 
fact temporarily prevents them 


m exposing the real outlaws, 
Martha Scott, as his wife, gives an but eventually with the help of 


understanding performance. 
juve thespers, Michael Chapin and 


Arlene’ Gray, laying Lynn’s| 
children, 
cocious. Henry Morgan (net the 


Two Monte Hale the bandits are killed 


and the girl and her father cleared. 
Hale makes a likeable -hero. 


are winningly unpre- However, his one song—a lullaby 


with a music box accompaniment— 
comedian) is okay as the sleuth, doesn’t fit into the piece. 


Paul 


while the rest of the cast turn in Hurst is supposed to provide comic 


competent jobs. Herm. 


(BRITISH) 


London, Sept. 14. 


Associated British Picture production 4M 


| relief, but his antics as an absent 
ae iminded dentist-doctor-barber are 
The Hasty Heart 


juvenile and ineffective. Miss Don- 
nell handles the femme role cap- 


ably, being sulky in the early reels 


lossoming as the pic unwinds. 


and release. St Ronald R » Patri- | ; 
are Renelé Reegan. Pe Her dad is sympathetically played 


cia Neal, Richard Todd. 

cent Sherman. Screenplay by 

Macdougall, from play by Joan Patrick; | 

camera, Wilkie Coo 

vis; music, Jack aver. At Warner, | 

a Sept. 13, "49. Running time, 107 | 
? } 


Sister Parker 
SE cel ds 6s +geaeueted Richard T 
Lt. Col. Dunn . ...... Anthony Nicholls 
TE £500 0 Howard Marion Crawford | 
Dt «+ >aehih oegee »seen Ralph Michael | 
FS Criando Martins 
lo. ctil ctithensanakeel John Sherman and t 
Gd 0.00 0 00500 060 sea0eeEne Alfie Bass 





This Associated British produc- Shases sd 


tion, which will be distributed 
throughout America by Warner 
Bros., is based on a stage pla 
which met with success on both 
sides of the Atlantic. It has been 


erking possibilities of the theme. 
t is surefire for the customers at 
home, and with two useful Amer-. 
ican star names, should prove to be 
a handy grosser in the U.S. market. | 

In its aol from stage to 
screen, the story has been given 
a wider canvass, but none-the-less | 
the very nature of the script re- 
stricts the action. It is filmed al-. 


‘most enti 
Director Robert Stevenson gets B — woe OF 8 


urmese hospital and convalescent | 
home, and the story spans a few | 
weeks from the time of the ending 
of World War HUI. 

After crisp opening shots of the 
Burmese battlefield, the film 


‘switches to its main settitng. Into | 


r; editor, E. B. Jar- characterizations. 


ust. 
Thesping is uniformly good with | geared to a proven boxoffice for- Fie”';*!, Cimema, Telease of 
mula with emphasis on the tear- Engel 


wy Vin; by John Gallaudet. 


Heavies are given some offbeat 
Roy Barcroft 
plays a killer who is also a master 
wagonmaker and likes to turn out 


pone seeeeee "Patricia Neal '4 neat handcrafted product. Milton 


arsons is cast as an English-ac- 
cented clerk who has a morbid 

phobia of insects. 
ry, and editing are tight 
e lensing good. A _ buck- 


board race, a stagecoach holdup, 


coach and several 
a good quota of la 
ru. 


runaw 


scenes. 


The Affair Blum 
. (GERMAN) 





Deutsche 
G. release. Directed by Erich 
" Scroqmeney. R. A. Stemmie; cam- 
era, Friedl Be Grund, Karl Plintzner: 
music, Herbert Trantow; lish titles, 
Charles Clement. Previewed . Y., Sept. 


19, 49. Running time, 109 MINS. 

| Karl-Heinz Gabler ........ Kurt Erhardt 
Christina Burmann....... Gisela Trowe 
Judge Konrad .......... Paul Bildt 
Schwerdtfeger .......... Gerhard Btenert 
Dr. Jacob Blum.......... Claus Becker 
ian sir bi ssl iat Renee Stobrawa 
Wilschinski ...... -++.-Helmut Rudolp 
Wilhelm Platzer........... Arno Paulsen 
SD. . o cee. oe ccceeds Karin Evans 
ADMD... ciibeccecccs+.+.,. Maly Delschats 
_  -y.. - ae Hans Christian Blech 





( In German; English Titles) 
“The Affair Blum” is a power- 
fully dramatic document about pre- 
Hitlerite Germany that will par- 
tially end the drought of firstrate 
(Continued on page 20) 
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Public Relations Box Score 


More than half of the groups which must give their approval to 
the Public Relations program mapped out at the all-industry con- 
ference in Chicago last month have stamped their okay on it to 


date. 


Five of the nine organizations represented at Chi gave a 


unanimous nod to the plan last week. 

It is not certain yet whether one of the groups, the Trade Press, 
will take a formal vote. That’s expected to have no bearing, how- 
ever, if the other eight organizations ballot affirmatively, despite 
the agreed-on provision that the plan will be carried forward only if 
there’s unanimity among the nine organizations. 

Standings to date: Independent Theatre Owners Assn. of N. Y., 
Metropolitan Motion Picture Theatre Owners Assn., Motion Pic- 


ture Industry Council, Society 


of Independent 


Motion Picture 


Producers, Theatre Owners of America, all approved; Motion Pic- 
ture Assn. of America, no vote yet; Pacific Coast Conference Inde- 
pendent Theatre Owners, votes Oct 16-17; Allied States Exhibitors 
Assn., votes Oct. 24-26; Trade Press, whether will vote uncertain. 

Canadian Motion Picture Industry Council, which was repre- 
sented at the Chi sessions, wili vote Oct. 12-13 on whether it wants 
to join in as the 10th participating organization. 














—————— 


Par, RCA Display 
Theatre TV to TOA 
At L.A. Convention 


Los Angeles Sept. 20. 

Paramount displayed its new “in- 
terim” theatre tele system for 
Theatre Owners of America mem- 
bers at the Ambassador hotel last 
week. Method cuts 40 seconds off 
the previous time required to 
process films. They are now filmed 
on the tele tube-screen and ready 
to be telecast to theatres in 20 
seconds, compared with a full 
minute previously. 

New system is called Paralent. 
Price for the outfit, a portable one, 
is now $25,000. If demands are 
sufficient, it wili be reduced to a 
“much lower cost,” conventioneers 
were advised. Unit was demon- 
strated by Richard Hodgson, Par’s 
director of technical operations, 
and George Shupert, commercial 
operations chief. 

Viewers were slated to see a live 
lightweight bout beamed from 
Olympic Auditorium to the Ambas- 
sador theatre. Jerry Colonna was 


* to have been referee, with William 


Demarest and Frank Faylen in the 
corners egging the fighters on. 
However, one of the boxers failed 
to show, so KTLA, from which the 
show was beamed to the Ambas- 
sador and then taken off the tube 
for theatre screening 20 seconds 
after airtime, substituted a canned 
short mystery film. 

This was followed by “pickups” 
of the TOA audience. They were 
lensed by KTLA’s teevee cameras 
when they entered the theatre. 
After the picture, they saw them- 

(Continued on page 22) 


20th Asks FCC Nod On 
Theatre TV Experiments 


Washington, Sept. 20. 

Authority was requested of the 
FCC yesterday (19) by 20th-Fox to 
continue experimentation at its 
New York television laboratory so 
that theatre video can be launched 
with the technical perfection it be- 
lieves possible. 

In a report to the agency sup- 
porting continued authorization for 
use of certain microwaves, 20th 
said it would like to experiment 
further with the view to utilizing 
a 30me channel width for high- 
definition monoghrome, color and 
possibly three-dimensional video. 

“The fact that the motion pic- 
ture and theatre industry has 
made known to the Commission 
its plans for a theatre television 
Service.” 20th pointed out “makes 
further experimentation in this 
field all the more important so 
that the service may become as 
technically perfect as possible.” 

The company told the Commis- 
sion its N. Y. laboratory is work- 

on a program of research 
which, if successful, would result 
in cutting down the spectrum 
Space needed for transmission in 
the microwave band. There is 
reasonybie promise, it added, the 
experiments may contribute sub- 
stantially to the entire art of relay 
of video programs by radio. 
«, Lhe film outfit urged that the 
infant theatre television industry 

accorded the same opportunity 
or improvement as that given 
other fields of radio.” Firm's pres- 
ent authorization, allowing use of 


channe's in th “ 
piece Oct e 7,000 mec band, ex 





Satisfactory showing of contribu- | 





} 


TOA’s 126 Parley Net 


Hollywood, Sept. 20. 

Theatre Owners of America con- 
vention realized $12,000 profit 
through registration fees, sales of 
booth space to film companies and 
concessionaires. 

Registration fees, $35 for 440 
male attendees, plus $15 from 
femmes, totaled $18,550, with $500 
take on booth space. Motion Picture 
Assn. of America, Sam Goldwyn, 
Eddie Small and Coco-Cola picked 
up the checks on fou 
banquets. 


Three Special 
Merchandising 
Pictures for UA 


United Artists is planning to 
build up as a profitable sideline to 
its regular distribution a special 
merchandising department to han- 





die foreign and otherwise unusual | 


pix. Unit, which has four films 
assigned to its charge, has grown 
out of the organization UA set up 
to handle “Henry V.” it is headed 
by Capt. Haroid Auten. 

Like “Henry,” the films the unit 
will sell are those suitable for art 


theatres or that can go into regu- | 


lar houses in college towns, for in- 
stance, if an educational tieup is 
made with the school. UA, with 
its experience on “Henry,” will 


maintain a staff to make these tie-| the problem. Many of his chain’s | 


houses, he stated, used stage shows, | 


ups and handle both the sales and 
promotion of the pix. 

Product lined up so far, aside 
from “Henry,” which the unit will, 


prises “Under the Sun of Rome,” 
an Italian picture; “Concert Mag- 
ic,” 142 hours of longhair music, 


and “As You Like It,” the Shakes-| he realized the TV shows wouldn't! out by the Rank org. First is a. 
was &C- be a real substitute for in-the-| trilogy of 


peare classic. “Rome” 


elaborate | 


Young-Lupine Cancel 


Film Classics Contract 
Hollywood, Sept. 20. 

Collier Young and Ida Lupino 

have cancelled their Film Classics 

releasing deal on “Never Fear,” 


+ started shooting Monday 
, 

Financial angles caused the 
breach. 








Looks to BBC OK 
Of Theatre Video 


Sidney Bernstein reveals that he 
and his brother, Cecil, who operate 
the 55-theatre Granada circuit in 
England, hope within a year to 
breakdown the opposition of the 
British Broadcasting Corp. and get 
permission from the government to 


erect ‘a TV station exclusively to 
feed theatres. Plan is primarily to 
provide shows for 40 Granada 


houses within a 15 mile radius of 
London, but the entertainment 
would be made available for a fee 
to any non-competing' theatres 
which desire to pick it up. 

Idea, as presented in Granada’s 
application to the government, 
calls for the circuit to originate 
special shows in its own studios. 
These would be variety, ballet, le- 
| git or any other form of entertain- 
ment which presents itself. They 
might supplement or, on occasion, 
displace the film program. Bern- 
ment, the Sadler’s Wells Ballet 
company, which is due 
York shortly, is playing some of 
his theatres in place of pictures. 

H. C. Fontaine, film buyer and 
booker and in charge of Granada 
stageshows for the past 25 years, 
and Joseph Warton, the company’s 
secretary-treasurer, arrived in New 
York last week, Bernstein dis- 
closed, for two weeks of study cf 
the TV situation here. They are 
laying plans for the tele setup if 
and when the opposition of BBC 
is broken down and the license is 
granted. Bernstein said that BBC's 
objection was based on fear that 
authorization of any type of broad- 
casting outside of its direct con- 
\trol might start a trend toward 
breakdown of the monopoly it, as 
a government agency. now holds. 

British circuit operator and pro- 


| 


| Hitchcock in Transatlantic Produc- 
tions) said he feels that TV opera- 
tion by theatres for their own use 
is the only practical approach to 


‘but they can be only of limited 


| quality because of the cost factor. 


‘ | Through video, he asserted, the 
,of course, continue to sell, com-| circuit could afford to give its pa- | 


|trons the very best in entertain- 
ment. 
Bernstein added, however, that 


stein pointed out that at the mo-| 


in New| 


ducer (he’s partnered with Alfred | 


‘Adoption of Fair Trade Code Seen 


By BILL BROGDON 


Hollywood, Sept. 20. 

Adoption of a plan to establish 
a fair trade code, including arbitra- 
tion, came to the fore as the most 
important single piece of business 
at the Theatre Owners cf America’s 
national convention last week at 
the Ambassador Hotel 

Proposal passed without a dis- 
senting vote in the face of a warn- 
ing from Metro sales chief, William 
F. Rodgers, that a standard pattern 
for competitive bidding and other 
distrib-exhib business could not be 
successful. 

An unusually hard-working con- 
vention also took definite stands 
on such vital matters as the all- 
industry public relations program, 
giving it unanimous support; 
prepped plans to fight to the finish 


‘Quartet’ Click 
Spawns Cycle Of 
Short-Story Pix 


While success of the British- 
made “Quartet” is galvanizing the 
production of four similar features 
within the coming 12 months, in- 
dustryites are not convinced that 
the technique of combining unre- 
lated short stories as in the “Quar- 
tet” package wilt pay off as a per- 
manent thing. One insider who has 
studied the figures on the J. Arthur 
Rank combo maintains that “‘Quar- 
tet” is clicking in the U. S. market 
despite its peculiar format. “It is 
just a question of a particularly 
well-done job winning out over 
the hurdle of its disconnected sto- 
ries.” according to this explana- 
tion. 

With some 112 engagements be- 
hind it, including Chicago subse- 
quent-runs, “Quartet” has pulled 
ir a shade below $250,000 for Eagle 
Lion, its U. S. distrib. Film is 
estimated to do $1,000,000 in the 
American market, a remarkable to- 
tal as compared with the general 
run of British entires. Of the $250,- 





000 corralled so far, a whopping) 


$110,000 comes from one engage- 
ment—that at the Sutton theatre, 
N. Y., where the pic is now in its 
(25th week. 

“Quartet” has spawned two Brit- 
ish successors, both being turned 


Noel Coward plays 


quired for UA by v.p. Arthur W. flesh attractions and some of his! which the playwright is directing 


Kelly out of the company’s blocked 


lire in Italy. That makes it the’! 


distrib’s own pic, rather than the 


|property of an outside producer 


which is being released on a fee 
basis, as is all UA’s other product. 


“Rome” was made with a cast 
of non-professionals and points up 
the demoralizing impact of World 
War Ii on [Italian adolescents who 
grew up in the capital during the 
turbulent times. It has its Ameri- 
can preem at the Avenue theatre, 
N. Y., next month. 

“Concert Magic” features fiddler 
Yehudi Menuhin and a number of 
other artists. It is being distrib- 
ed by UA for a production syndi- 
cate comprising Menuhin, Gordon 
Levoy, Paul Gordon and George 
Moscov. 

Deal is not yet completely set 
for “As You Like It,” but is ex- 
pected to go through shortly. Sir 
Laurence Olivier is starred in the 
film, which was made in England 
and originally released here to 
very poor results by Fox in 1936. 
A syndicate made up of UA execs 
and a few outsiders has bought 
reissue rights pending some diffi- 
culties on rights now being ironed 
vut. Feeling is that with the change 
in public acceptance of Shakes- 
pearean films and by special mer- 
chandising situation is completely 


| different from when Fox tried to 


send it out on general release. 
More films will be added as they 
present themselves and in keeping 
with the unit's ability to handle 
them, according to Paul N. Laza- 
rus, Jr., who, as assistant to UA's 
prexy, oversees the operation. Set- 
up may be enlarged in line with 


tion to TV research is required be- | the product available, he said, al- 
granted. i 


extension can be 


(Continued on page 26) 


houses now using vaude would 
| probably continue with live actors. 
|The TV shows would primarily be 
'a supplementary attraction in 
other theatres. 


N. J. ALLIED TO TEST 
THEATRE TELEVISIO 





‘inaugurate theatre television in one 
‘or two of its membership theatres 
as a test of the commercial possi- 
bilities of large-screen video. Com- 
mittee is expected to be named at 
the unit's next general meeting by 
Wilbur Snaper, newly-elected Jer- 
sey prez. Understood that Sid 
Stern, Elizabeth, N. J., exhib, who 
serves as Allied secretary, will 
head the committee. 

Jersey tele group will serve as 
a fact-finding body to determine 
the feasibility of theatre TV. Or- 
ganization is already checking in- 
to possibilities of getting regular 
TV pregrams and determining cost 
of equipment. Jersey group is 
being tapped by National Allied for 
the job because of its close geo- 
graphical connection to New York, 
one of the big TV centers. Allied 
has no N.Y. affiliate. 

One pitch to be made by the Jer- 
sey org will be for the rental of TV 
equipment rather than outright 
purchase at current prohibitive 
prices. In following that course, 
Ailied is patterning its action after 
that of Gael Sullivan, exec direc- 
tor of Theatre Owners of America, 
who previously sought to make a 
rental deal with RCA. Latter some 
time back, promised to study the 
matter. 


New Jersey Allied is planning to | 


and producing. Second is another | 
| esanibe of Somerset Maugham short | 


stories s'ated as a sequel to “Quar- 

tet.” Both packages are being 
jointly produced by Rank and 
Universal. 

Both Metro and Norma Produc- 
| tions, indie unit partnered by Burt 
Lancaste’ and Harold Hecht, are 
hopping the bandwagon. Metro is 
prepping “Big Country,” feature 





|ican authors. Only bindiag to the 


| group is the idea that the typical | 


| American is derived from all na- 


| tionalities. Norma opus will take , 


‘in four yarns, two of which are 
|“Boys Will Be Boys,” by Irvin S. 
Cobb and “The Catbird Seat,” by 
| James Thurber. 

Pixites note that the composite 
| pic as attempted in the past has 
never been a socko b.o. offering. 


Several of these, including “Tales | 
“If I Had a’ 


of Manhattan” and 
Million,” racked up mild or worse 
grosses. 
ever, unlike “Quartet,” there was 
a general connecting link between 


the yarns. Since the new type com- | 
posite carries unrelated yarns, pro-. 


duction I«ends itself peculiarly to 
subsequent use over television as 
half-hour or less programs. 


Whether the public generally 


will accept the combo remains an/ 


open question. “Quartet” went 
over big in Los Angeles, Detroit, 
Boston, Washington, Chicago and 
New York. [t came up with a NSG 
rating in Cleveland, St. Louis and 
Cincinneti. EL sales biggies be- 
lieve that the film opened too soon 
in the latter cities and that a long- 
er wait would have given it a 
stronger word-of-mouth shove. 


pic consisting of seven or eight | 
short stories of various w.k. Amer- | 


In these instances, how- | 


Top Achievement at TOA Convention; 
Support Pledged for P.R. Program 


against discriminatory legislation 
and taxation; to use _ television, 
instead of fighting it, to bolster 
theatre grosses; voted to establish 
a national concessions organization 
for the advantage of theatre oper- 
ator; continue policing the 16m 
field for unfair competition; and 
opened the TOA door to drive-ins 
and all other motion picture thea- 
tres. 


On the executive level, officers 
decided to change the TOA struc- 
ture covering regional vice pres- 


idents. A survey of the country 
will be made in February by Bob 
O'Donnell, organization committee 
chairman; Sam _ Pinanski, presi- 
dent; and Gael Sullivan, executive 
director, to determine how to best 
insure the strengthening of local 
level contro! and decentralization 
of operations 

TOA presently has 23 regional 
iv.p.’s. Whether this number will 
| be expanded or trimmed is up to 
O’'Donnell's committee, and will be 
acted upon by organization execs 
| after a report on the coming survey 
is compieted. 

Code Mapped Out 

Pinanski has been instructed by 
the board to start drafting a com- 
mittee of exhibs to sit down with 
distributors so that a fair trade 
code can be adopted. The present 
distributor-exhibitor relations com- 
mittee co-chairmen Walter Reade, 
Jr.. and Edward Zorn will serve 
on the new, expanded committee 
being drafted. 

Rodgers was the sole distribution 
representative to brave the con- 
vention'’s meeting on distributor- 
exhibitor relations. Points he 
made in answering exhib beefs on 
asserted unfair practices covering 
bidding, availability, print short- 
ages and rental hiking through 
bidding were as follows: 

The distributor did not invite 
competitive bidding but has found 
that it has solved many cases which 
otherwise would have gone to 
litigation. 

Unalterable opposition to reveal- 
ing winning bid to the losers on 
grounds that it would result only 
in more misunderstanding. 

Warned that the exhibitor, not 
the distributor, is mostly respon- 
sible for print shortages that 
cause tagging or bicycling and if 
exhibs continue to use unreason- 
able pressure for more prints, his 
company may call off all day-date 
bookings. 

Urged exhibs to use their local 
committees to handle gri®vances 
on availability with local sales 
managers because it was a problem 
that should be solved on the 
ground and not be any general, 
national formula. 

Flatly stated that is doubtful if 
Metro would comply with any na- 
tional bidding formula or reveal 
winning bids unless forced to do 
so by legal means. 

The Rodgers stand, if repeated 
by other distributors, made it clear 
the TOA has a hard fight on its 
hands to put over aii proposed 
points in the fair trade code. 

Popcorn Biz ‘Ain’t Peanuts’ 

Profits from popcorn “ain't 
| peanuts,” it was revealed in the 
concessions report made by Alfred 
Starr, committee chairman, It's a 
$50,000,000 a year business and 
growing bigger. Because of this 
healthy sideline to screening mo- 
tion pictures, Starr proposed and 
| the convention adopted a plan to 
establish a national organization 
that will supply members with 
advice on trade practices, mer- 
chandise prices, the latter to pre- 
vent one member from paying 
more for supplies than another in 
a different section of the country. 

Charles P. Skouras, convention 
chairman and head of the National 
Theatres chain, supplied the in- 
formation that his circuit will sell 
$4,000,000 worth of popcorn this 
year and paid $2,000,000 last year 
for the Coca-Cola it sold in its 
theatres. 

TOA sidestepped entering into 
a fight over daylight savings time, 
the board deciding that fast time is 
a local issue and pro or con deter- 
mination should be made on that 
level and not by a national organi- 
zation. Subject is becoming a hot 
one in California, where a daylight 
savings time proposition is on the 
Nov. 8 ballot. Drive-ins and a 
j (Continued on pege 26) 
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STORY NEVER] 


The exciting, fast-as-light- 
ning, behind-the-scenes 
story of professional foot- 
ball players. Their loves, 
intrigues, and hard-hitting 
adventures. 






















\ 
| : VIC MATURE as “King Football,” high- 
4 6 «est paid, most publicized professional 
LIZABETH SCOTT, ‘player in America. 
his wife, who wanted ~ 
. better things, , 
the easy way. 
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SONNY TUFTS, Mature’s pal — “The 
King” carried him, made him look 
good, until one night... 
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| LUCILLE BALL...she was packing a torch 
] that lit up the field. 
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L.A. Still Slow; ‘Roseanna’ Nearest 
: To McCoy, $34,000; ‘Morning’ $28,000, 
i ‘Bovary Mild 286, ‘Light’ Fair 246 


BRIDE’ LUSH $11,000, 
OMAHA: ‘LIVING’ 736 


Omaha, Sept. 20. 
“Male War Bride” is catching on 
here to do a fine session at Par- 
amount. Has been playing to 
steady business from start. Or- 
heum with “City Across the 
iver” and “Arctic Manhunt” are 
doing just fair. Brandeis, with 








Los Angeles, Sept. 20. + 


Firstrun pace this stanza is on 
the mild side, with five new entries 
failing to help business much. Of 
the new bills, “Roseanna McCoy” 
shapes best with about $34,000 in 
two theatres but not especially big 


“Top O° Morning,” in two Para- 
mount houses, is barely okay at 
$28,000 while “Madame Bovary 


shapes on mild side in three situ- 
ations 

“Yes Sir. That's My Baby” is 
sighting moderate $27,000 in five 
sites. Just fair $24,000 looms for 
“Red Light” in four spots. Vaude- 
ville continues strong at Orpheum 
where bill headed by Rose Marie 
plus “Skyliner” shapes solid $24,- 
000 

Estimates for This Week 

Beverly Hills, Downtown, Hawaii, 
Hollywood Music Halls (Prin-Cor) 
(834: 902: 1,106; 512; 55-$1)—“Red 
Light” ‘UA). Only fair $24,000. 
Last week, “Movie Crazy” (Indie) 
(reissue! and “Sinister Journey” 
(UA) (8 days), $17,200. 

Chinese, Loew's State, Loyola 
Uptown ‘(FWC) (2,048; 2,404; 1,248; 
1,719; 60-$1\—*“Thieves” Highway 
(20th) and “Jackpot Jitters (Mono). 
Open today (20). Last week, “Come 
to Stable” (20th) and “House 


Across Street” (WB) (‘2d wk-9 


days), down to $38,400 in last 9 
days. 
Downtown, Hoellywood, Wiltern 


(WB) (1,757; 2,756; 2,344; 60-$1)— 
“White Heat” (WB) (3d wk). Good 
24,000. Last week, $32,800. 

Egyptian, Los Angeles, Wilshire 
(FWC) (1,538; 2.096; 2,296: 60-$1)— 
“Madame Bovary” ‘(M-G). Disap- 
pointing $33,500. Last week, “Good 
Old Summertime” (M-G) (2d wk), 
light $24.000. 

Million Dollar, Belmont, El Rey, 
. Iris, (‘D’'town-FWC) (2,093: 1,532: 
: 861; 828; 60-$1) — “Stampede” 
(Mono) and “Angels in Disguise” 
(Mono) (2d wk). Scaut $4,700. Last 
week, (‘with Culver, 1,145), only 
_ $15,700, hurt by school opening. 
‘7 Pantages, Hillstreet (RKO) (2.- 
812; 2,890; 50-$1)—“Roseanna Mc- 
Coy” (RKO) and “Strange Bargain” 
| (RKO). Medium $34,000. Last 
, week, “Easy Living’ (RKO) and 
} “Follow Me Quietly” (RKO) (2d 
' wk-6 days), ? ? 
; Los Angeles, Hollywood Para- 
mounts (F&M) (3,398; 1,451; 60-$1) 
—“Top O’ Morning” (Par) and 
“Castaway” (Rep) (LA only). Good 
$28,000. Last week, “Rope of Sand” 
(Par) and “Down Dakota Way” 
Rep) (LA only) (3d wk), $19,500. 

United Artists, Ritz, Studio City, 
Vogue, Culver (UA-FWC) (2,100: 1,- 
370; 880; 885; 1,145; 60-$1)—“That’s 
My Baby” ‘U) and “Arctic Man- 
hunt” ‘U). Moderate $24,000. Last 
week, “Abbott-Costello Meet Killer’ 
‘U) and “Counterpunch” (Mono) 
(2d wk-4 days), $6,800. 

Orpheum (D'town) (2,210; 50-95) 
—‘Skyliner” (SG) (2d run) with 
vaude 
Strong $24,000. Last week, “Post 
Office Inspector” (Rep) (2d run) 
with vaude headed by Eddie Pea- 
body, solid $24,400. 





“« 
; Fine Aris (FWC) (679: $1.20- 
: $2.40)—“Red Shoes” (EL) (38th 
A wk). Upped to $4,500. Last week, 
7 $4.100. 

; 3 F Four Star ‘UA-FWC) (900; 74-$1) 


—‘‘Lost Boundaries” (FC) (7th wk). 
Oke $4,500. Last week, $4,900. 


‘Kentuckian’ Best New 
Pic in Seattle, $12,000 


Seattle, Sept. 20. 

Cool weather is hurting biz 
here this week but several new 
pix are doing okay. Ace new 
straight-filmer is “Fighting Ken- 
tuckian,” big at Paramount. “Male 
War Bride” still is sensational for 
third week at Fifth Avenue. “Top 
O’ Morning” is nearly as strong in 
second stanza at Liberty. “Africa 
Speaks,” on second-run, is being 
boosted by Cab Calloway show on 
stage at Palomar. Smash session 
is in prospect. 

Estimates fer This Week 

Coliseum (H-E) (1,877: 50-84)— 
“Stampede” (Mono) and “This Was 
Woman” (20th). Slow $5,500 in 6 
days. Last week, “Johnny Stool 
Piegeon” (U) and “Woman Hater” 
(U), okay $8,000. 

Fifth Avenue (H-F) (2.349: 50-84) 
-— “Male War Bride” (20th) and 
“Follow Me” (RKO) (3d wk). Still 


en's ppt 
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headed by Rose Marie. | 


“Easy Living,” shapes very good. 
| Presence in town of Los Angeles 
|Rams, who appear in “Living,” 
helped part of week. “Come to 
Stable” on moveover to Omaha 


Broadway Grosses 





Estimated Total Gross 











This Week $526,209 | !ooms slim. 
(Based on 18 theatres) Estimates for This Week 

Last Year $615,000 Paramount (Tristates) (2,800; 16- 
(Based on 14 theatres.) 65)——""Male War Bride” (20th). Fine 
—— eee §6§811,000. Last week, “Come to 

Stable” (20th), $12,000. 
‘ ° ’ ° Orpheum ‘Tristates) (3,000; 16- 
rl é ous 65)—"City Across River” ‘U) and 
“Arctic Manhunt” ‘U). Acceptable 


$10,500. Last week, “Illegal Entry” 
derson stage revue, 
500, and over estimate. 

Brandeis (RKO) (1,500; 16-65)— 
\“Easy Living” (RKO) and “Secret 
St. Ives” (Col). Fancy $7,500. Last 
week, “Mr. Soft Touch” (Col) and 
“Follow Me Quietly” (RKO), $8,000. 

State (Goldberg) (865; 16-65)— 
“Edward, My Son” (M-G). Disap- 
pointing $5,000. Holds over, with 
second feature added. Last week, 
"Guadalcanal Diary” (20th) and 
“Purple Heart’ (20th) (reissues), 
big $6,200. ate 


$13,000 in Cine 


Cincinnati, Sept. 20. 


An extra spread of new bills has 
downtown biz on the bounce this 
round. “Come To Stable” is lead- 
ing the pack, with “I Was A Male 
War Bride” also on the hefty side. 
“That Midnight Kiss” is about par 
but “Abbott-Costello Meet Killer” 
is barely passable.” “Agitator” is 


Estimates for This Week 





Albee ‘RKO) (3,100; 55-75) — 
“Come to Stable” (20th) and 
“House Across Street” (WB). DIS oes or 
Sugary $19,000. Last week, “Top 7. 


O’ Morning” (Par) and “Song of 
India” ‘Col) (2d wk), okay $11,000. | 

Capitol (RKO) (2,000; 55-75) —| 
“Midnight Kiss” ‘(M-G). Okay 
$11,000. Last week, “Scene of 
Crime” (M-G), moderate $9,500. 

Grand (RKO) (1,400; 55-75) — 
“Male War Bride” (20th). Smash 
$13,000. Last week, “Red Pony” 
(Rep), solid $9,000. 


Kentuckian’ 136 


Indianapolis, Sept. 20. 
Biz is still offish at firstruns here 
this week, rains over weekend be- 
ing partly responsible. “Fighting 


Keith’s ‘City Inv.) (1,542; 55-75) Kentuckian,” at Indiana, is box- 
Le Agitator’ (Ind). Mild $6,500. office leader with a nice session. 
ast week, “Johnny Stool Pigeon” ,, ” , 

(U), $7,500. Lust for Gold” at Loew’s and 


Palace (RKO) (2,600; 55-75) — 
“Abbott-Costello Meet Killer” (U) 
and “Lost Tribe” (Col). Fairly 
good $11,000. Last week, “White 
Heat” (WB) and “Shamrock Hill” 
(Col), all right $12,000. 


Laine Ups ‘Manhandled’ 
Sturdy $25,000 in D. C.; 
‘Kentuckian’ Fancy 176 


Washington, Sept. 20. 


Mid-town biz is continuing in 
the steady groove established last 
week, but with nothing sensational. 
Holdovers currently are lowering 
general average. “Manhandled,” at 
Loew's Capitol, tops the town, 
thanks to draw of Frankie Laine 
on the stage. “Black Magic” at 
Trans-Lux shaping solid. “Easy 
Living” at RKO Keith's slipped 


ne Eatimes fr his Weck ‘Rope’ Tight $16,000 In 


Toronto; ‘Roseanna’ 126 


Capitol (Loew's) (2.434; 44-85)— | 
“Manhandled” (Par) plus Frankie 
Laine heading vaude. Solid $25.,- 
000, thanks to Laine. Last week, | Toronto, Sept. 20. 
“Rope of Sand” at Imperial is 
leading field currently, with 
“Roseanna McCoy” a bit below 


“Late For Tears” (UA) plus Blue | 
expectations but still nice in three 


“Take One False Siep” at Circle 
are tepid. 
Estimates for This Week 


Circle (Gamble-Dolle) (2,800; 44- 
65)—“One False Step” ‘U) and 
“Calamity Jane” ‘U), slow $8.500. 
Last week, “Come to Stable” (20th), 
$11,000. 


Indiana (G-D) (3.300; 44-65)— 
“Fighting Kentuckian” (Rep) and 
“Flame of Youth” (Rep). Nice $13,- 
000. Last week, “White Heat” (WB), 
$11,000. 

Loew’s (Loew's) (2,427: 44-65)— 
“Lust for Gold” (Col) and “Johnny 
Allegro” (Col). Modest $8,500. Last 
week, “Madame Bovary” (M-G) and 
“Gay Amigo” (Col), $9,000. 

Lyric (G-D) (1,600; 44-65) — 
“Stampede” (Mono) and “Angels in 
Disguise” (Mono). Thin $4,500 in 6 





(Par) and “Geronimo” ‘Par) (re- 
issues), nice $6,500. 





Barron orch on stage, $23,000. 
Keith’s (RKO) (1,939: 44-85)— 

“Easy Living” (RKO). Opened big, 

but slipping to mild $9,000. Last 


week, “That's My Baby” (U), same. , houses. 
Palace ‘Loew’'s) ‘2.370; 44-74)— Estimates for This Week 
“Top O' Morning” (Par) (2d wk). Capitol, Nortown, Shea’s (FP) 


(1,079, 959, 2,386: 40-70)\—‘Rose- 
anna McCoy” (RKO). Satisfactory 
$12,000. Last week, “Top O’ Morn- 
ing” (Par) (2d wk}, big $16,500. 
Downtown, Glendale, Scarboro, 
State (20th) (1,059, 955, 698, 694: 
35-60) — “State Fair” (20th) (re- 
issue) and 
(UA). Light $10,000. Last week, 
“Colorado Territory” (WB) and 
|“Manhattan Angel” (Col), healthy 


Okay $14,000 after $21,000 last 
week, below hopes. 

Warner (WB) (2.164; 44-74) — 
“Fighting Kentuckian” (Rep). 
Sturdy $17,000 or over. Last week, 
“Rope of Sand” (Par), ditto. 

Trans-Lux ‘T-L) (654; 44-80)— 
“Black Magic” (UA). Sock $8,000. 
Last week. “Reign of Terror” (EL) 
(2d wk), $4,000. 





$14,000. 
’ Eglinton, Uni ~ 
Hope Sets Mont’! Pace, 080. 1" on tan det 


(SRO). Hefty $13,000. Last week, 
“Come to Stable” (20th) (2d wk), 
good $10,000. 

Imperial (FP) (3.373): 40-70) — 
“Rope of Sand” (Par). Smash $16.- 
000. Last week, “Silver Lining” 
(WB) (2d wk), $13.500. 

Loew’s ‘Loew) ‘2,096: 40-70) — 
“Stratton Story” (M-G) (3d. wk). 
Holding at good $7.000 after last 


Hot $22,000; ‘Feeling’ 196 


Montreal, Sept. 20. 

With holdovers in all but two of 
the deluxers, returns continue to 
soar with dull weather lending a 
big assist. “Sorrowful Jones” is 
easily standout with smash session 
at the Palace. “Great Feeling” 
looks nice at Capitol, being the only week's big $9,000. 


other newcomer. _ Odeon (Rank) (2,390: 35-$1.20)— 
Estimates for This Week “Gone With Wind” (M-G) (reissue) 


Loew's ‘C.T.) (2,855; 40-65)— ; : 
“Nep.une’s Daughter” (M-G) (3d (2d wk). Near-capacity night biz 


terrific at $12,000 after $12,800 Wk). Holding well at $15,000 after $16,000. 


last week. 

Liberty (Theatres, Inc.) (1,650: 
50-84) — “Top O’ Morning” (Par). 
(2d wk). Great $12,000 after $14,- 
800 last week. 

Muste Box (H-E) (850: 50-84)— 


solid second week at $19,000. | Towne (Ta , 

: | ylor) 690: 40-70) — 
- Capitol (C.T.) (2.412; 34-60)— «1 og¢ Boundaries” (FC). Hea 
Great Feeling” (WB). Nice $19,000. $4500. Last week, “Pygmalion” 
Last week, “Slattery's Hurricane” | ( Astral) (3d wk), fine $3,500. 


(20th), $16,000. | Uptewn (Loew) (2.743: 40-7 
™ ‘ , 0)— 
Palace ‘C.T.) (2,625; . 34-60)— “That's My Baby” ‘(U). Light $6,- 


(U) with Bob Crosby-Skitch Hen-| 
terrific $23,- | 


days. Last week, “Lonesome Pine” | 


“Just William’s Luck”. 


for big $15,000 after last week’s | 


i 


“Rope of Sand” (Par). Stout $5,000. “Sorrowful Jones” (Par). Sock $22,- 


‘Continued on page 20) ‘ (Continued on page 20) 


000. Last week, “Gal Who Took 
West (U),. $4,500. 


H.0.’s Take Toll in 


Hub: ‘Heat’ NSH 


$19,000, Sword’ 316; ‘Stable’ 196, 3d 





Key City Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
This Week $2,670,000 
(Based on 25 cities, 210 
theatres, chiefly first runs, ur 
cluding N.Y.) 
Total Gross Same Week 
Last Year $2,749,000 
(Based on 23 cities and 
212 theatres.) 


Kentuckian’ Sock 
$16,000, L'vil 


Louisville, Sept. 20. 


Slight letdown is noticeable here 
this week. Both the State Fair 
competish through the weekend 
and warmer weather are blamed. 
Top grosser by a wide margin is 
'“Fighting KentucXian” at Ria!t», 
where sock sessicn looms. “Once 
More, My Darling” shapes brisk at 
Mary Anderson. Seven-act vaude 
bili, pius two films at the Nationa! 
is continuing okay although cur- 
| rent pace is below last week. 
| Estimates for This Week 


Mary Anderson (People’s) ‘1,400; 
45-65)—""Once More, My Dariing” 
(‘U). Brisk $8,500. Last week, 
“White Heat” (WB) (2d wk), $9.000. 

National (Standard) (2,400; 50-75) 
—‘“Dear Ruth” (Par) (reissue) and 
“Angry God” (Indie) plus seven- 
act vaude bill. Medium $7,000. 
Last week, “Model Wife” (U) ‘re- 
issue) and “State Dept—File 649” 
4FC), plus vaude, neat $8,009. 

Rialto (Fourth Avenue) (3,000; 
45-65)— “Fighting Kentuckian” 
(Rep) and “Flame Of Youth” (Rep). 
Catching extra trade on strength 
of local appeal titie. Looks socko 
$16,000 or over. Last week, “You're 
My Everything” (20th) and “C- 
Man” (FC), brisk $14,000 and m.o 

State ‘(Loew’s) (3,000; 45-65)— 
“Doolins of Oklahoma” (Col) and 
“Walking Hills” (Col). Nice $13,000. 
Last week, “Great Sinner” ‘(M-G) 
and “Music Man” (Mono), $12.000. 

Strand (FA) (1,000; 45-65) — 
“Siren Of Atlantis” (UA) and “Im- 
pact” (UA). Mild $4,000. Last week, 
“Not Wanted” (FC) and “Daughter 
Of West” ‘FC), boff $6,500. 


Bergen Boosts ‘Fling’ 
- Terrif, $38,000 in Mpls.; 














| 





Minneapolis, Sept. 20. 

| Big week downtown shapes cur- 
‘rently, with Edgar Bergen and his 
/own show at Radio City plus “One 
Last Fling” looming 
“White Heat,’ “Portrait of Jennie” 
‘and “House of Strangers” also are 
faring well. American Association 
baseball playoffs and New York 


away from theatres. 
Estimates for This Week 

Century (Par) (1,600; 50-70)— 
“House of Strangers” (20th). House 
reopened after being closed for a 
week for redecorating. Fairish 
$6,000 indicated. 

Radio City ‘Par) (4,000; 50-80)— 
“One Last Fling’ (WB) and Edgar 
Bergen topping stageshow. Bergen, 
of course, is entirely responsible 
for draw, film meaning little. Gal- 
loping to terrific $38,000 or near. 
Last week, “Top O' Morning” (Par) 
(2d wk). good. $11,000. 

RKO-Orpheum (RKO) (2.800: 50- 
70)\—“White Heat” (WB). Healthy 
$12,000 looms. Last week. “Rough- 
shod” ‘RKO) and vaudeville, fine 
$24,000 at 50-76c scale. 

RKO-Pan (RKO) (1,600: 50-70)— 
“Never Give Sucker Break” (Indie) 
and “Bank Dick” (Indie) (reissues). 
Satisfactory $7,000. Last week. 
“Mighty Joe Young” (RKO) (2d 
wk). nice $6,000. 

State (Par) (2.300: 50-70)—‘Por- 
trait of Jennie’ ‘SRO). Lots of 
raise for this and good $11,000 
ooms. Last week, “Calamity Jane” 
(U), $10,500. 

World (Mann) (400: 50-70)— 
“Home of Brave” (UA) ‘(m.o.). Third 


loop stand for this. Mild $2.500 or | 


less. Last week. “Brother Jona- 
than” (Mono), fair $2,700. 





| U-I’s 12 Tinters 
Hollywood, Sept. 20. 
Universal - International will 


‘Heat’ 126, ‘Jennie’ 116 


Giants-Detroit Lions professional , 
football game took some business | 


Biz is not shaping up too strongly 
| here this stanza, with new product 
not expected to do much better 
than average. Vaude at RKO Bos- 
ton will lead the town but it is way 
down from last week. “White 
Heat” at the Met only fair and 
“Sword in the Desert” at State and 
Orpheum opened Sat. with not 
much excitement reported. 

Estimates for This Week 

Astor (Jaycox) (1,200; 40-85)— 
“Roseanna McCoy” ‘RKO) ‘3d wk), 
Holding to about $8,000. Last week, 
fast $9,000. 

Boston (RKO) (3.200: 55-85)—~— 
“Red Stallion Rockies” ‘EL) plus 
vaude. Average $22,000, but best in 
town. Last week, “Strange Bar- 
gain” (RKO) plus Edgar Bergen 
topping onstage, terrific $36,000 

Fenway ‘NET) (1,373; 40-85)— 
“Rope of Sand” (Par) and “Down 
Dakota Way” (Rep). Down to $5.- 


+ Boston, Sept. 20. 


000 for third stanza. Last week, 
not bad $6,500. 
Mayflower ‘ATC) ‘700; 40-85) 


“Not Wanted” (FC) ‘8th wk). Just 
$2,000. Last week, oke $2,500 

Memorial (RKO) (3,000; 40-85)— 
“Come to Stable” (20th) and “Make 
Mine Laugnus’ (RKO) ‘32d wk). Hold- 
ing up nicely to $19,000. Last week, 
tasty $24,000. 


Metropolitan (NET) ‘4.367; ‘40- 
85)—“‘White Heat” (WB) and 
“Counter Punch” ‘Mono). Disap- 


pointing $19,000. Last week. “Top 
O’ Morning” (Par) and ‘Forgotten 
Women” ‘Mono), thin $16,000 for 
second week. 

Orpheum (Loew) (3.000: 40-85)— 
“Sword in Desert” ‘U) and “Holi- 
day in Havana” (Col). Nice $20,000 
in view. Last week, “Madame Bo- 
vary” (M-G) and “Blondie Hits 
Jackpot” (Col), okay $21,000. 

Paramount (NET) (1.700: 40-85)— 
“Rope of Sand” (Par) and “Down 


Dakota Way” (Rep) (3d wk). Not 
bad $10,000. Last week, fine 
$15,000. 

State ‘Loew) (3500: 40-85)— 
“Sword in Desert” ‘U) and “Holi- 
day in Havana” (Col). Fair $11,000. 
Last week, “Madame Bovary” ‘M- 
G) and “Blondie Hits Jackpot” 


(Col), neat $14,000. 


‘Bride’ Boffo $29,000, 


Denver; ‘Roseanna’ 18G 
Denver, Sept. 20. 

Brightest new entry here is 
“Male War Bride” which is smash 
playing in four situations. Open- 
ing of schools hurt some theatres. 
“Roseanna McCoy” is doing nicely 
in one theatre, where holdover, and 
ia two drive-ins. 

Estimates for This Week 
| Aladdin (Fox) (1,400; 35-74)— 
“Lust for Goid” (Col) and “Angels 
in Disguise” (Mono), day-date with 
'Paramount. Good $3,000. Last 
week, subsequent-run. 

Broadway (‘Wolfberg) (1.500; 35- 
74)—"Roseanna McCoy” (WB) (2d 
wk), day-date with North. South 
_Drive-Ins. Down to $5,500. Last 
week, good $7,500. 

Denham (Cockrill) (1.750; 35-74) 
_—"“Top O’ Morning” (Par) ‘4th wk) 
and “Blue Skies” (Par). Mild $8,- 
000. Last week, “Morning,” solo, 
$9,500. 

Denver (Fox) (2.525; 35-74)— 
“Male War Bride” (20th), day-date 
with Esquire, Rialto. Webber. 
Smash $18,000. Last week. “Anna 





Lucasta” (Col) and “Told That 
Baby” (Mono), $12,000. 
Esquire (Fox) (742: 35-74)— 


“Male War Bride” (20th), also Den- 
ver, Rialto, Webber. Big $4.000 
Last week, “Lucasta” (Col) and 
“Hold Baby” (Mono), $2,000. 

North Drive-In (Wolfberg) (850 
cars; 74)—“Roseanna McCoy” 
‘RKO), also Broadway. South 
Drive-In. Good $6,000. Last week, 
subsequent-run. 


Orpheum (RKO) (2,600: 35-74'— 


“Madame Bovary” (‘(M-G) and 
“Rusty Saves Life” (Col). Light 
$10,000. Last week, “Good Old 


Summertime” (M-G) and “October 
Man” (EL), fine $15,000. 
| Paramount (Fox) (2,200; 35-74)— 
“Lust for Gold” ‘Col) and “Angels 
in Disguise’ (Mono). also Aladdin. 
Thin $7,000 or less. Last week, 
“Johnny Stool Pigeon” ‘U) and 
. Kazan” (Col), same. 

South Drive-In ‘Wolfberg) ‘1.000 
cars; 74)—‘“Roseanna McCoy” 
(RKO). Nice $6,500. Last week, 
_subsequent-run. 

Rialto (Fox) (878; 34-74)—“Male 
| War Bride” (20th). Okay $3,000. 
Last week, subsequent-run. 

Webber (Fox) (750; 35-74)—‘“‘Male 


make 12 Technicolor pictures this War Bride” (20th), also Denver, Es- 


year, a record for that jot. 
U-I has never made more than 
five tinted features in any one year. 


quire, Rialto. Great $4,000. Last 


week, “Lucasta” (Col) and “Hold 
Baby” (Mono), $2,000. 
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Cold Wave Clips Chi; ‘Task Force’ 


Very Nice $27,000, 


Pigeon No Stool 


$1400, ‘Bride -Bailey Fat 476, 2d 


Chicago, Sept. 20. + 


Pic grosses are starting to level 
off after sock summer season with 
cold wave for three days appearing 
no help. Only three new pictures 
“Task Force” world preem at State- 
nice at $27,000 


Lake looks very ‘ 7 
“Johnny Stool Pigeon _and Tuc- 
son” at Palace shapes crisp $14,000 


Stagefilm shows are heading the 
second weekers, Oriental with 
“Male War Bride” and Pear! Bai 
lev onstage. appearing the leade: 
with neat $47,000. Chicago should 
garner okay $45,000 for “It's a 
Great Feeling” and Sid Caesar and 
Betty Reilly in person, also second 
round. “Slattery’s Hurricane” at 
the Roosevelt appears bright $14.- 
000. “That Midnight Kiss,” United 
Artists. is heading for mild $11,000 
' “fast Boundaries” is lush $19,000 
for third stanza at Grand. “Jolson 
Sings Again” is heading for new 
boxoffice laurels at Woods with 
$32.000 set for fourth week 
Estimates for This Week 
Chicago (B&K) (3,900; 50-98 

“Great Feeling” (WB) with Sid 
Caesar and Betty Reilly in person 


2d wki. Good $45,000. Lasi ween 
$52.000 
Garrick (B&K) (900; 50-98) 


“Brimstone” (Rep) and “Post Office 
Inspector” (Rep) (2d wk). Okay 
$5.500. Last week, $7,700. 

Grand (RKO) (1,500; 50-98) 
“Lost Boundaries” (FC) (3d wk) 
Sock $19,000. Last weeek, $23,700 

Oriental (Essaness) (3,400; 50-98) 
— “Male War Bride” (20th) with 
Pearl Bailey heading stageshow (2d 


wk!. Neat $47,000. Last week. 
$57.000 

Palace (RKO) (2,500; 50-98)— 
“Johnny Stool Pigeon” (U) and 
“Tucson (20th). So-so $14.000 
Last week, “Not Wanted” (FC) 
$16,500 ° 

Rialto (Indie) (1,700; 50-98) 

“Cover Girl” (Col) and “Never 


Lovelier” (Col) (reissues) (2d wk) 
Okay $7.000. Last week, $8,800 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500; 50-98) 
“Slattery’s Hurricane” (20th) (2d 
wk’. Staunch $14,000. Last week 
$18.000 

Selwyn (Shubert) (1,000: $1.20- 
$2.40'—"‘Red Shoes” (EL) (40th 
wi Light $5,000. Last week, $5.- 
out 

State-Lake (B&K) (2,700; 50-98) 
—* Task Force” (WB). Looks stout 
$27.000 for world preem Last 
week. “Rope of Sand” (Par) (2d 
wk’. big $17,000. 

United Artists (B&K) (1,700; 56- 
98: That Midnight Kiss” (M-G) 
‘(2d wk’ Slim $11,000. Last week 
oke $16,000. 

Woods ‘ Essaness) (1,073; 98-$1.25) 
— Jolson Sings Again” (Col) (4th 
wk’. Should hold to lush $32,000. 
Last week, wow $38,000. 

World (Indie) (587; 80)—‘“Sym- 
phony Pastoral” (Indie). Dandy $5.- 
009. Last week, “Quiet One” (in- 
die) (3d wk), $3,800. 


Football, Heat Slough 
Frisco But ‘Rope’ Big 
146; ‘Kentuckian’ 206 


San Francisco, Sept. 20. 
Start of gridiron season and hot 
weather are slashing biz generally 
here this week. Both the Fox, with 
“Fighting Kentuckian,” and St. 
Francis, with “Rope of Sand,” are 
being helped by special bally. 
Kentuckian” is heading for okay 
Session, being boosted by car give- 
away. “Rope,” which shapes as 
Standout new entry, will be tilted 
by lobby fishbowl-gem stunt with 
jewelry store tieup. 
Estimates for This Week 

Golden Gate (RKO) (2,844; 60-85) 
~~" Lost Boundaries” (FC) and 
Old Fashioned Girl” (EL). Nice 





$19.000. Last week, “Easy Living” 
‘RKO’ and “Against Wind” (EL) 
(2d wk). $10,400. 

Fox (FWC) (4,651; 60-95) — 


Fighting Kentuckian” (Rep) and 
Flame Of Youth” (Rep). Okay 
$20.000 or better. Last week, 
White Heat” (WB) and “Lovable 
Cheat " (FC) (2d wk), $12,500. 
a Warfield (FWC) (2.656; 60-85)— 
Brimstone” (Rep) and “Post Of- 
fice Investigator” (Rep). Mild $11.,- 
a Last week, “Come To Stable” 
. th) and “Trail Yukon” (Mono) 
d wk), oke $15,000. 
uf? atamount (Par) (2 646; 60-85)— 
Horeat Feeling” (WB) and “Mr. 
_ ‘Mono). Fairly good $15,000 
st week, “Top O’ Morning” (Par) 
and “Skyliner” (SG) (2d wk), $15.- 
. Okay. 
agbt. Francis (Par) (1,400; 60-85)— 
Ope of Sand” (Par). Big $14,000 
‘Continued on page 20) 





Estimates Are Net 
Film gross estimates as re- 
ported herewith from the vari- 


ous key cities. are net, i.e., 
without the 20°o tax. Distribu- 
tors share on net take, when 


plaving percentage. hence the 
estimated figures are net in- 
connie. 


The pescetaetis admission 
prices. however, as indicated, 
include the U. S. amusement 


tax. 





‘Morning’ Tops 
In Balto, $17,000 





Baltimore. Sept. 20 
Trade here holds fairly even 
with best biz being done by “Top 
O' Morning” at Stanle\ Rest of 
list mainiv is an holdove: ‘Iolson 


Sings Again” still is holding very 
well in third week at Hipp 
Estimates for This Week 


Century ‘Loew s-UA) (3.000: 20- 
60) Scene of Crime” (M-G). Mild 
$9,000. Last week. “Johnny Stool 
Pigeon” ‘(U). $9,300 

Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2.240: 
35-90) ‘Jolson Sings Again” (Col) 
(3d wk). Holding very well at esti- 
mated $14,000 atter second round 


at big $19.700 
record $37,300 
Keith's ‘Schanberger) ‘2.460: 20- 


opening round was 


60)-—""Rope of Sand” (Par). Opens 
today ‘Tues.’ after second week of 
Lost Boundarvyies” (FC) added nice 


$7.000 to solid $11,400 opener. 


Mayfair (‘Hicks’) ‘980: 20-60)— 
“Geronimo” (Par: (reissue). House 
average of $4.000. Last week. “Out- 
post in Morocco” (UA) (2d wk), $4.- 
200 

New (Mechanic 1.800; 20-60)— 
“Male War Bride” (20th). Opening 
today ‘Tues.’ after “Come to Sta- 
ble” (3d wk). nice at $8.500 on heels 


of sock $13.200 second frame 

Stanley ‘WB) (3,280: 25-75)— 
“Top O' Morning” (Par). Fine $17.- 
000 to top town. Last week. “White 
Heat" (WB) ‘2d wk). okay $9,300 

Town (Rappaport) (1,500; 35-65) 
—‘‘Anna Lucasta” (Col). Okay $11.- 
000. Last week. “Roseanna McCoy” 
(RKO) (2d wk), $7,200. 


‘Bride’ Aces in Philly, 
Wham 316; ‘Kentuckian’ 
14G, ‘Sword’ 226, Fast 


Philadelphia. Sept. 20. 
Boxoffice upward trend continues 


here, with new pics getting big 
play Strong holdover bills also 
are getting their share of take. 
“Male War Bride,” at Fox, shapes 
strongest with smash _ session 
“Sword in Desert’’ looms huge at 
Goldman, while “Fighting Ken- 


tuckian”™ looks socko at Stanton, 
Estimates for This Week 


Aldine (WB) (1,303: 50-99)— 
“Madame Bovary” (M-G) (4th wk). 
Neat $10,000. Last week. $12,000. 

Boyd (WB) (2.360; 50-99)—‘Mid- 
night Kiss’ (M-G) (3d wk). Plenty 
warm at $24,000. Last week, great 
$30,000 

Earle (WB) (2.700; 50-99)—"Big 
Steal” (RKO) (2d wk). Down to 
$12,500 Last week, good $20,000. 

Fox (20th) (2,250; 50-99)-—"“Male 
War Bride” (20th). Best thing in 
town, socko $31,000. Last week, 
“Come To Stable” (20th) (2d wk), 
nice $17,000. 

Goldman (Goldman) 
99)\—"'Sword in Desert” (U). Ter- 
rific $22,000. Last week, “Good Old 
Summertime” (M-G) (4th wk), 
$8,000 

Karlton (Goldman) (1,000; 50-99) 
—“Mighty Joe Young” (RKO) (3d 
wk) Okay $8,500. Last week, 
fancy $12,000. 

Mastbaum ‘WRB?! (4.280; 50-99)— 
“White Heat" (WB) (3d wk). Cool- 
ing off to $14,000. Last week, hot 
$22,000 

Stanley (WB) (2.950; 50-99)— 
“Top O° Morning” (Par) (3d wk). 


Chilly $12,000 after mild $15,000 
last week. 
Stanton (WB) (1,475; 50-99)-— 


“Fighting Kentuckian” (Rep). Rous- 
ing $14.000 or close. Last week, 
“Doolins of Oklahoma” (Col), $10,- 
900 


Trans-Lux (T-L) (500; $1.20-$2.40) 
— “Red Shoes” (EL) (39th wk). No 
signs of leaving. with $4,200 on tap 
Last week, $4,400, 


| 


| 
(1,200; 50- 


“McCOY’ NICE $11,000, 


K.C.; ‘BOVARY’ $12,000 


Kansas City, Sept. 20 

Town is doing only average biz 
this stanza. “Madame Bovary’ at 
Midland was boosted by personals 
Saturday of Kathryn Grayson 
Mario Lanza and Johnny Johnston 
but still is only fair. “Roseanna 
McCoy” at Missouri, helped by two 
opening days trom McCoy Square 
Dancers, shapes nice 

Estimates for This Week 
Esquire ‘Fox Midwest) (820; 45- 


65 Not Wanted” (FC!) and °C 
Man 2d wk fig $5,000 Last 
week, Esquire and Apollo were 
added on combo tor tat $9,000 

Midland ‘Loew's 3.500: 45-65 
\iadame so0var M-G and 
Devils Henchman Col with 
Kathryn Grayson Mario Lanza 
and Johnny Johnston making pe! 
sonais Saturday 17 Fair $14,000 
Last week Secret Garden M-(G; 
and “Dvuolins of Oklahoma Col 
$12,000 

Missouri (RKO 2 600. 45-65) 
Roseanna McCoy RKO) and 
“The Strange Mrs. Crane EL 
with McCoy Square Dancers on 
stage Wednesday and Thursday 
Nice $11.000 Last week “Big 
Steel" (RKO) and “Old Fashioned 
Girl EL’. $10,000 

Paramount (Par) (1.900; 45-65) 
“Top O° Morning” (Par) (3d wk) 
With sneak preview tossed in. did 
oke $8,500. Last week. nice $12,000 

Roxy ‘(Durwood (900: 45-65) 
Torment ‘Indie! and “Passion- 
elle Indic Trving oul foreign 


language films on second-run. So- 


so $3,000. Last week. ‘Little Chick- 
adee’ Indie and Bank Dick 
(Indie) (reissues). solid $4,000 


Tower-U ptown-Fairway (Fox Mid- 


west) (2.100, 2.043, 700; 45-65) 
“Once More My Darling” ‘U) 
Moderate $12,000. Last week. “Ab- 
bott-Costello Meet Killer’ (U) 
helped by Friday night sneak pre- 
view, but only $12.200 


Brave’ Lively 


$71,000 in Cleve. 


Cleveland, Sept. 20 

Turnstiles are picking up speed 
for latest entrants. possibly because 
ot big balivhoo “Mighty Joe 
Young” is spurting biz for Palace 
while “Home of Brave” shapes 
socko at State Kid from Cleve- 
land” on moveover at Ohio. looms 
strong 

Estimates for This Week 

Allen ‘Warners! (3,000; 55-70)— 
“Black Book (EL) Nice $12,000 
Last week, “Blue Lagoon” (U), oke 
$9,000 
| Esquire (Community) (704; 55-70) 
— “Lost Boundaries” (FC) (9th wk). 


Fine $6.000 following $7,000 last 
folio 

Hipp (‘Warners’) (3,700; 55-70)— 
“Come To Stable” (20th). Good 
$19,000. Last week, “White Heat” 


(WB) (2d wk),-nice $15,500. 

Ohio ‘Loew's’ (1,305: ~- 55-70)—— 
“Kid From Cleveland” (Rep) (m.o.). 
Excellent $7.000 on third downtown 
lap. Last week. “Madame Bovary” 
(M-G) (m.o.). $7,500 

Palace (3.300 ;55-70)—“Mighty 
Joe Young” (RKO). Stout $16,000 
or near. Last week, “Roseanna Mc- 
Coy” (RKO) (2d wk), pleasing 
$11,000 

State ‘Loew's! (3.450: 
“Home of Brave’ (UA) 
000 in 8 days. Last week, “Top O' 
Morning” ‘Par’, $20,000 

Stillman ‘Loew's! (2,700; 55-70)— 
“Top O' Morning” (Par) (m.o.). Hit- 
ting high key at $8,000 in 8 days. 
Last week. “Kid From Cleveland” 
(Rep) (2d wk’, bright $10,500. 


Fullback’-Satchmo 


55-70)— 
Sock $21.- 


Detroit, Sept. 20. 

Fox theatre, celebrating its 2|st 
birthday this week with “Father 
Was Fullback” and big stageshow, 
is heading towards a giant $55,000, 
biggest this city has seen in more 
than a_vear. Stage layout is 
headed by Louis Armstrong's All- 
Stars. Alan Young and Liberace 
“White Heat” is doing nicely at 
the Michigan. “Rese of Sand” is 
holding up well in third week at 
Palms “That's My Baby” looks 
okay at Downtown 

Estimates for This Week 

Fox (‘Fox-Mich) (5,000; $1l)— 
“Father Was Fullback” (20th) and 
stageshow Huge $55,000. Last 
week, “Slattery’s Hurricane” (20th) 
and “Devil's Henchman” (Col) (2d 
wk. $20,000 : 


Michigan ‘United Detroit) (4,000; 


70-95'\—"‘White Heat” (‘WB) and 
“Make Mine Laughs” ‘RKO}. Swell 
$30,000. Last week. “Top o’ Morn- 
ing” (Par) and “House Across 


Street” (WB 2d wk’, $18,000. 


Last 


Det.; ‘Heat’ $30,000, ‘Baby’ OK 106 


H.0’s Hobble B'way But Kentuckian’ 
Tall $24,000; Capricorn’ 1256 for 2d, 
‘Jolson’ Continues Lusty $38,000, 5th 


(2d wk). $8,000. “Once More, My 


After suffering an unaccountably c 
Darling’ (U) opens Saturday (24). 


severe drop in business the fore- 


part of last week. Broadway first- Gotham (Brandt) (900; 44-99)— 
runs picked ap over the weekend “Duck Soup” (Par) and “Animal 
to make the current session com- Crackers” (Par) (reissues) (4th wk). 


enratively stronger than the last. Holding up very well around $9,000 
Opening of public schools appar- after $11,000 last week but con- 
ently put skids under the boxoffice siderably below expectancy. Stays 
the first three davs starting Mon- Mayfair (Brandt) (1,736; 50-$1.20) 
da\ 12 some theatres feeling “Fighting Kentuckian Rep 
downbeat even through Thursday. Big $24,000 looms, tops here in 
On Friday. trade started climbing, some time. Holds. Last week Kid 
and then there was a sharp rebound Cleveland Rep), $7,000 
Saturday (17 Palace (RKO? (1.700; 55-$1.20 
While the overall total this stanza Stampede (Mono with vaude 
is down from a week ago, the d teal improvement over last week, 
cline is nothing like the 25-30 with good $20,000 or close likely 
dip suffered in the session ahead. Last week, “Blondie Hits Jackpot” 
The fact that most houses are on (Col) and vaude, caught by general 
extended-runs currently also is not downbeat and pushed down to 
bolstering business $1500, new low for vaudfilm poli- 
“Fighting Kentucktan is way cy and below hopes 
out in front among the newcomers Paramount ‘Par: (3.664: 55-$1.50) 
It shapes big $24,000 at the May- “Top O° Morning Par’ with 
fair, and appears in for an extended Carmen Cavallaro orch topping 
engagement despite crix barbs. stage bill (4th-final wk!. Okay $58 
Abbott-Costello Meet Killer iS OOO in third round ended last night 
strictly no dice at the Globe, with rues.) after nice $70.000 for 
only minor $10,000 likely second, below hopes 
Improvement in business tone Park Avenue it 583: $1.20- 
over the weekend is reflected by $2.40 ‘Hamlet { o2d wk 
the sharp pickup ai ite Paiace suii making nice money at $7.500 
where “Stampede” with vauge will after $7.300 last stanza. Sta on 
reach $20,000 Ringside only with second year here starting next 
other new film. is heading for thin week 
$7,500 at Rialto, and will not hold Radio City Music Hall tocke- 
“Under Capricorn” with stage- fellers) (5.945: 80-$2.40 Under 
show is down to $125,000 on second Capricorn” (WB) and _ stageshow 
week at the Music Hall but good (24 wk). Doing okay $125.000 in 
enough to hold for a third. “White jnitial holdover session after big 


Heat” with Xavier Cugat band con- $139 900 opener. Stays third week 


tinues sturdy pace at Strand with “The Heiress” (Par) comes in next, 
about $48,000 praqbable for third with Paramount already running 
frame , advance ads 

Third week of “Top O° Morning” Rialto (Mage) (594: 44-98)-~ 
with Carmen Cavallaro band top- “Ringside” (SG). Thin $7,500 or 
_ping stage bill is giving the Par- less and stays only one week. Last 
amount an okay $58,000, and holds week, “Frustration” (FC) (8d wk) 
a fourth. “Male War Bride” with $6 900 ’ 


Jack Haley heading stageshow is 


Rivoli (UAT-Par) (2,092:60-$1.25) 
finishing its fourth Roxy week with 


—“Come To Stable” (20th) (‘8th 


surprisingly fine $70,000. “Sword wk). Continues to slip with only 
in Desert” continues in the chips about $13,000 in prospect this 
with $20,000 tor fourth week at frame. Last week. $16,000. below 
Criterion expectancy. “Pinky” (20th) opens 


“Jolson Sings Again” still is very here Sept. 29 


big at $38,000 for fitth round at Roxy (20th) (5.886: 80-$1.50) 
State, with sixth session starting “Male War Bride” (20th) with Jack 
today (Wed)! Haley, iceshow topping stage bill 
Estimates for This Week (4th-final wk Winding up in nice 
Astor (City In 1.300: 60-$1.50) stvle with $70,000 or near, after 
“Lost Boundaries” (FC) (12th okay $76,000 for third week, con- 
wk). Still holding okay at $14,000 siderably below hopes. ‘Thieves 
after fine $15,000 last week albeit Highway 20th) with Ed Sullivan 
below hopes. Stays on a — Snore, and ce- 

A ar , «RR 99. Show onstage, opens Friday (23) 
$2540. “Red” Shoes” (EL) 14ath  ,, State (Loew's? (3,450; 50-$1.80)— 
wk). Not much change from re- Jolson Sings Again” ‘Col) ‘6th 
cent pace at nearly $10,000 after wk). Fifth session ended last night 


(‘Tues.) held nicely at $38,000. verv 
big for this stage of run. Last week, 
$45,000, which was much below ex- 
pectations 

Strand (WB) (2.756: 50-$1.25)— 
“White Heat” (WB) and Xavier Cu- 


very good $10,500 last week. Con- 
tinues indef 

Capitol (Loew's) (4.820: 55-$1.50) 
—‘*Madame Bovary” (M-G) with 
David Rose orch. Eileen Barton, 


others, onstage (4th-final we) Just pat orch heading stage bill (3d wk) 
finishing out string at slight $36,- Continues sturdily at $48,000 afte 
000 after only $42 000° last week big $63 000° la g*! anter 
“Midnight Kiss" (M-G) with Gene ra ~ , 


Sutton (R & B) (561: 70-8! 20) 


Leonard, Kit- “Quartet” (EL) (26th wk) 


Wonder onstage 


Krupa orch, Jack FE Still 
ty Kallen, Tomins oti iM 


chips at $7,200 for 25th week ended 


opens tomorrow ‘Thurs.’ after onday : . @7° 
Monday (19) tht afte 3 as 
three preview showings Wednes- onan A. — after $7,300 last 
day (21) Victoria (C . 
Ma : “ ‘i “ ctoria ‘City Inv (1.060: 95- 
Criterion (Moss) (1.700; 50-$1.75) 1 50)—“"The Window” ‘RKO: 7th 
- Sword in Desert U) (oth wk). wr) Down to about $9 000 this ses- 
Fourth round ended last night gion after $10,000 last week. Con- 


‘Tues.) continued very 
$20,000 or near after 
for third frame 
Globe (Brandt) (1,500: 50-$1.20) 
— “Abbott-Costello Meet Killer” 
(U). Light $10,000. and won't hold. | 
week, “Crooked Way" (UA) 


Huge 556 Tops 


strongly at 


tinue: 
nice $23,000 ’ 


Kentuckian’ Great At 
$18,500, Paces Buffalo 


Buffalo, Sept. 20. 

Standout in a strong week here 
is “Fighting Kentuckian.” smash at 
Century. “Sword in Desert” shapes 
big at Lafayette. Vic Damone is 
pushing “Scene of Crime” to solid 
Stanza at the Buffalo 

Estimates for This Week: 


Paims ‘UD) (2,900,70-95)—"‘Rope 
Buffalo ‘Loew's! (3.500; 40-70)— 


of Sand” (Par! and “Hold That 


Baby” (Mono) (3d wk). Good $13,- “Scene of Crime” (M-G) plus Vie 
000. Last week, $16,000 mene. Jan Murray onstage Fine 
United Artists (UD) (2.000: 70-95) $23.900 Last week Slattery’s 
—“Holiday” (Col) and “His Girl Hurricane 20th), $14,000 
Friday” (Col) (reissue Fair $8,- Paramount (Par) (3.000; 40-70)— 
000. Last week. “Blossoms in Dust” “Great Feeling” (W8: and “House 
(M-G: and “Women” (M-G) (reis- Across Street” (WB Very good 
sues), $12,000 $17,000. Last week, “White Heat” 
Madison ‘UD) (1,800; 70-95)— | ‘WB. $18.500 ‘ 
‘Te : 7 Century ‘Par 2.100; 40-70'\— 
Imitation of Life ‘Indie and “Top O° Morning Par) (3d wk) 
“Magnificent Obsession (Indie) Okay $8000 after fancy $15,000 
(reissues). Oke $13,000. Last week, jact week 
“Sun Never Sets’ (FC) and Fury Lafayette (Basil (3.000; 40-70)\— 
at Sea” (FC) (reissues), $8 000 “Sword in Desert” ‘U and “In 
Adams ‘Balaban: ‘1,700; 70-95)— This Corner” ‘Mono Big $15,000 
“Good Old Summertime” (M-G) or over. Last week, “That's My 
(3d wk). Slow $7.000. Last week, Baby” (U) and “The Judge” (FC), 
$8,000 $13,500 
Downtown (Balaban) (2.900; 70- Century (20th Cent.) (3,000, 40- 
95)——"That’s My Baby” (U) and 70)—‘Fighting Kentuckian” (Rep) 
“Grand Canyon” (SG). Okay $10. and “Ange! in Exile” (Rep). Smash 


$18.500 or better. Last week, “Kid 
From Cleveland” ‘Rep: and “Brime 
stone” *Rep!; $10,300. 


000. Last week, “Meet the Killer” 
(U) and “Flaming Fury” (Rep) (2d 
wk), $6,000. 
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THE SAFEST DRIVER! 


EVERY MONTH IS M-G-M MONTH! 


The kind of drive that gets the money for you, Mr. 
Exhibitor, is the steady delivery service of M-G-M! 
All summer long Leo faithfully delivered the goods 
(“Neptune’s Daughter,” “Barkleys of Broadway,” ‘Stratton 
Story,” “Any Number Can Play,” “Good Old Summertime” 
to name just a few). Now the gravy wagon rolls on 
with “Midnight Kiss” (broke 20-year record in Philly), 
“Madame Bovary” (gold-digger), “The Red Danube” 
The Big Picture (watch 4-ctty premiere Boston, Frisco, 
Memphis, Houston), “That Forsyte Woman” (coming 
to Music Hall), “Adam’s Rib” (Coast Preview hails it 
Funniest Picture in TenY ears!) “The Doctor and the Girl” 
(a sleeper) and many more. And remember, M-G-M’s 
“Battleground” is the greatest picture since sound! 
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leont Studio Woes ( Contians With 
24-Hour Walkout Latest Headache 





Buenos Aires, Sept. 13. + 


A general walkout was called in 
all Argentine studios Sept. 6 as a 
result of a labor dispute between 
owners of Mapol studios and its | 
staff. Mapol has been shuttered | 
for several months, and was set to! 
open up this week via leasing deals 
with a number of different pro- 
ducers. The walkout was called 
by the Argentine Movie Industry 
Union, but lasted only 24 hours, 
with an agreement reached between 
the union leaders and composer 
Francisco Canaro, who owns Mapol. 

Nothing definite has been set on 
the reorganization of Emelco and 
San Miguel studios, now under the 
control of the Industrial Credit 
Bank as a result of financial snags 
Negotiations are under way to give 
Emelco a mixed board on which 
the studio workers would have rep- 
resentation. 

As far as the San Miguel studios 
is concerned, Miguel Machinan- | 
diarena is expected to gain control. 
However, he would have to accept 
supervision of the financial inter- 
ests backing him, and then direct 
operations himself rather than 
through his wife, as in the past. 
Inti Huasi, the new production 


Ike nota _Mnriane 
a SE nD ath 


Muino when he broke away from 
Artistas Argentino Asociados, has 
inked George Rigaud to play in 
“School for Champions,” scripted 
by Homero Manzi. Ralph Pappier 
will direct. Rigaud’s popularity 
has increased since he made a hit 
in “La Trampa” for Argentina Sono 
Film. 

Should Juan Carlos Thorry com- 

lete his work for Bolivar Films in 
fenezuela before the end of 1949, 
Emelco might produce a picture 
with this actor starring as soon as 
the company’s reorganization is 
completed. Carlos Schlieper is 
scheduled to direct from the story, 
“Sextet.” 


KUNGSFILM’S IVARSSON 
ON U.S. & SWEDISH B.0. 


he heavy Swedish tax levied on 
film admissions early last year has 
resulted in a tapering off of box- 
office receipts there, according to 
Inge Ivarsson, manager of Kungs- 
film, Swedish producing and dis- 
tributing outfit. Ivarsson, who ar- 
rived in New York from Stockholm 
Saturday (10), also noted dwind- 
ling b.o. has in turn effected a de- 
crease in Swedish film production. 
Ivarsson will remain in the U. S. 
about four weeks sizing up Ameri- 
can product for showings in 
Sweden. He planed to the Coast 
Sunday (18) for a 10-day visit. 
While there he will confab with the 
Foreign Service Film Corp., Kungs- 
film’s Hollywood representative. 
No film deals have been made as 
yet, but Ivarsson, is negotiating for 





the Swedish distribution rights 
to Abbott & Costello’s “Africa 
Screams.” 


The Kungsfilm exec believes 
that of the U. S. importations, mu- 
sicals and dramas hold up best. 
Danny Kaye, Red Skelton and Ab- 
bott & Costello are the big favor- 
ites. One of the new pictures re- 
cently acquired by Kungsfilm for 
distribution in Sweden is the re- 
cently completed Irving Allen- 
Franchot Tone production “The 
Man in the Eifel Tower.” In addi- | 
tion to acquiring U. S. films, Ivars- | 
son brought over a print of Kungs- 
film’s “Gatan,” which he will 
screen for the various U. S. dis- 
tributors. He’s scheduled to plane 
back to Stockholm, Oct. 9. 


Vizio’s Initial TV Pix 
Hint Expanded Setup 


London, Sept. 13. 

A big earning program for Brit- 
ish-made TV films in the American 
market is being developed by Vizio, 
Lid., whose two sample half-hour 
pictures, “Man Who Walks by 
Night” and “Scotland Yard Re- 
porter,” already have been seen 
in New York. 

As a result of the reception 
8iven to these samples by advertis- 
ing agents and sponsors, produc- 
tion is due to start immediately on 
Others in “Man Who Walks by 
Night” series. Later the company 
will start on the second series. Ini- 
tial contract, negotiated for Vizio 
by Richafdson-Hubbell Television 
of London and America, is stated 
to be for well over $100,006 for 


a a months production 





|in “House of Strangers” 
|and Virginia Shaler’s and Eugene 


New Ticket Taxes For 
Israel Boosted 127 


Tel Aviv, Sevt. 13. 

Entertainment taxes on cinema 
tickets increased 12°7 in practically 
all towns and villages of Israel 
This tax law was passed by Parlia- 
ment and became effective Sept. 7 

After this new tax is placed on 
ducats, taxation will represent 50°% 
of the ticket fee. 


Not affected by the new law are 


the cities of Jerusalem, Safad, Ti- 
berias, Ramleh and Lydda, since 
they were badly hit during the war 


‘Third Man’ Picked Best 
Film at Cannes Fest: 
Robinson Gets Award 


Cannes, Sept. 20 

Competing for top honors at the 
third international film festival 
here, the _ Italian-made “Bitter 
Rice” lost out to Carol Reed’s “The 
Third Man.” The latter film. joint- 
ly produced in Britain by David O 
Selznick and Sir Alexander Korda, 
copped the Grand Prize Saturday 
(17). Rene Clement was credited 
with the best directorial job for his 
work on the Italian-made “Beyond 
the Bars.” while Isa Mirando 
scored as the best actress for her 
role in the film. Other pictures 
that rated high before the final 
tabulation included “Act of Vio- 
lence” (M-G), “The Setup” 
(RKO), and two French films, 
“Tour a La Vie” and “Occupe-Toi 
D’Amelie.” 

Edward G. Robinson was cited 
as the best actaqr for his portrayal 
(RKO) 


Ling’s scenario for “Lost Boun- 
daries” topped all others. The best 
musical score award went to the 
Mexican “Pueblerina,”’ while “The 
Setup” took the photography prize. 
The French-made “Look After 
Amelia” was credited with the best 
setting. Short-film awards went 
to the Danish-made “Alone in the 
World” for its subject: the French 
film, “Pacific 231,” dor its cutting 
job and the Polish-made ‘‘Pastures” 
for its photography. Walt Disney's 
“Seal Island” received special note 
for its reporting and the French- 


made “Medieval Scenes” for its 
color. 
Israel was represented as a 


State for the first time with her 
initial official feature iength film, 
“Adama” (“Earth”). “Under the 


| Native Soil” was Yugoslavia's first 


major contribution to the festival. 


Bayreuth to Resume Its 
Wagner Festivals in ’50 


Bayreuth, Germany, Sept. 13. 

Bayreuth will resume its Wagner 
festivals in 1950, according to Wie- 
land Wagner, eldest grandson of 
the composer and now director of 
the festival, succeeding his mother, 
Winifred Wagner. No Wagner per- 
formances have been given in the 





theatre since 1939, except for Ger- | 


man troops. 
Beginning during the last week 


in July with a performance of Bee- , 
thoven's Ninth Symphony, the fes- 


tival will then alternate “Tristan” 
and “Parsifal” for two weeks, six 
performances of each. All new sets 
and costumes will be used, as the 
old have either disappeared or are 
not up to date. 

The theatre, especially designed 
for Wagner operas, was returned to 
the family in May. It had been 
used since the occupation as a 
U. S. O. and film house. It was not 
damaged in the war as were most 
of the hotels in the town. How- 
ever, five hotels are now available 
and the local folk will lodge visit- 
ors privately during the festival. 

Wagner is dickering with Wil- 
helm Furtwangler to conduct and 
with Kirsten Flagstad for “Isolde.” 
“We are not interested in politics,” 
he said, “but only in good perform- 
ances of Wagner.” 

ECA officials here are doing al) 
they can to boom tourist traffic in 
Germany for next summer and the 
Bayreuth and Oberammergau fes- 
tivals are looked on as a possible 
powerful injection of dollars for 
the Germany economy. 


'Record No. of Prints 
| For ‘Joan’ in Europe 


Paris, Sept. 13. 

A record number of Technicolor 
prints will be used by RKO when 
“Joan of Arc” is released this fall 
|in all cont nental territories. 
| France and Italy each will have 
35 dubbed prints, and Spain 25. 
Another 45 will be used in other 
territories, bringing the total to 
140. 
Technicolor prints when “Dumbo” 
was released locally. 





Portuguese Prods. 
Get Pix Subsid 


Sept. 13 
government, 


Lisbon 
The 
through its recently created Coun- 


Portuguese 


ci! for the Cinema, has decided to 


subsidize the industry for about 


$200,000, and lend another $200,- 


000, without interest, to five inde- 
pendent producers who will have 
to produce five pictures in Lisbon 
studios before June, 1950 Exact 
amount of money given as a free 
gift and the amount loaned each 
producer is being kept a close 
seerct- 53--members cf the Council 
and by the producers 

The producers will have to find 
other backers to make up the total 
cost of each picture. They must 
return to the government the 
amount lent them by the end of 
1951. The subsidy and loan is re- 
garded as an inducement to private 
backers. 

Although 12 producers applied 
for a subsidy and a loan, only five 
were accepted. Also eleven sboris 
producers were granted $100,000 
for pix. 

This is the first time so much 
help was given the cinema indus- 
try; previously only one film a year 
got a subsidy. The idea is to pro- 


vide more pix for home consump- 
tion, try to save dollars and other 
eventually 
export the best product to Brazil 


foreign exchange and 


on an exchange basis. 


Business here, already not very 
good, is worse currently because of 
Boxoffice 
in Lisbon and 65° in 


electricity restrictions. 
is down 50° 


the provinces since July. 


NOW TELE HYPOS LEGIT 





| BOXOFFICE IN LONDON “itarves 


London, Sept. 20. 


Tele, like radio, has proved itself 
to be a boxoffice hypo for a legit 
show. A_ shortened version of 
“Sauce Tartare,’ Cecil Landeau’s 
revue playing at the Cambridge 
theatre, was recently telecast and 
since then there’s been a rush of 
ticket applications at the b.o. 


Similarly, the British Broadcast- 
ing Corp. recently aired the mu- 
sical, “Her Excellency,” in its en- 
tirety. Show, current at the Hippo- 
drome, was scheduled to close, but 
program resulted in a_ boxoffice 
spurt. 


Current London Shows 


(Figure: show weeks of run) 
London, Sept. 20. 
“Annie Get Gun,” Co'ls'm (120). 
“Beau Strategem,” Lyric (21). 
“Brigadoon,” Majestic (23). 
“Black Chiffon,” West (21). 
“Daphne,” Wyndham (26). 
“Death of Salesman,” Phnx (8). 
“Edwina Black,” Ambas. (10) 
“Fading Mansion,” Duchess (3). 
| “French Without Tears,” V. (14) 
| “Harvey,” Prince of Wales (38). 
“Heiress,” Haymarket (34) 
“Her Excellency,” Saville ‘i2). 
“Iee Voeues,” Stoll (10) 
“Kings Rhapsudy,” Palace (1). 
“Lady's Burning,” Globe (20) 
“Latin Qt. Revue,” Casino (26) 
“Love Albania,” St. James (10). 
“Male Animal,” New (13) 
“Master of Arts,” Strand (3). 
“Oklahoma!” Drury Lane (120) 
“On Monday Next,” Comedy (16 
“Qne Wild Oat,” Garrick (42) 
“Sauce Tartare,” Cambridge (18 
“Summer Dream,” St. Mart (2) 
“Third Visitor,” 5 











York's (15 
“Tobacco Road,” Play ‘6) 
“Together Again,” Vic. Pal (128) 
“Tough at Top,” Adelphi (10). 
“Jreasure Hunt,” Apolio ‘1°. 
“Traveller’s Joy,” Criterion (67 
“Western Wind,” Piccadilly (2) 
“Worm’s View,” Whitehall (126 

| “Young Wives Tale,” Savoy (10). 


RKO had already used 40; 





More US. Units Plan French Prod. 
Because of Low Costs, Frozen Coin 


+ Paris, Sept. 13 





Yank Vauder Mel Martin 
| Up for 2 French Films 


Paris, Sept. 20 
Mel Martin, Yank vaude per- 
former now in his third year at the 
Club Lido here, is up for a French- 
speaking role in Jean Cocteau’s 
filmization of his legiter “Les En- 
fants Terribles.” Lewis Milestone 
is also testing him for a major role 
in his upcoming Franco-English 
pic. Martin was a Metro contractee 
in 1944 
Vauder started with The Debo 
nairs, vocal group at Le Lido, but 
is now doing production numbe: 


British Quota May Halt 
London Run of ‘Harvey ’; 


Parnell May Book Pic 


London, Sept. 13 


Faced with withdrawing the 


successful West End production of 


“Harvey” at the Prince of Wales 
and substituting a British quota 
picture (which already has ex 


potentialities in Lon- 
don), Val Parnell is now con 
fronted with a threat of official 
government prosecution 

The issue arose as a result of 
showing of Danny Kaye's “Secret 
Life of Walter Mitty” at the Wales 
last fall. It ran 11 weeks to begin- 
ning of new year, and to meet the 
45% quota, would have meant the 
inclusion of nine weeks of playing 
time for a British film. When the 
decision was taken in the first 
place, to present a film program, 
the theatre was closed temporarily. 
“Harvey” was planned, but not 
ready to open. The alternatives 
were either to keep the theatre 
shuttered for three months or show 
“Mitty.” 

From that time pressure has 
been brought on the management 
to comply with the quota regs and 
real efforts have been made to 
book a British picture capable of 
filling this modern West End 
house. Only two that have been 
offered are “Great Expectations” 
and “Oliver Twist,” both of which 
have had prolonged showings, not 
only in the West End, but through- 

London. It is believed that 
could run comfortably 
| until March next year. Also that 
its sudden termination in order to 
meet the letter, if not spirit of the 
law, would place an unfair burden 
on the management. 


The case of the Prince of Wales 
has been discussed on several occa- 
sions by the Board of Trade’s Film 
Council. It has taken the view that 
the theatre has been generously 
treated since the act demands 
quota compliance in half yearly 
periods, and the government ex- 
pressed willingness to stretch a 
point in this particular case. With 
only 10 days to go before the end 
of the first quota year, the council 
will soon be meeting to consider 
what action it proposes to take 
in this and other cases of default. 


hausted its 





Olsen-Johnson May Play 
Australia After 20 Years 


| Melbourne, Sept. 13 
Looks very definite now that 
Olsen and Johnson will do a tour 
here with “Hellzapoppin,” and are 
due to bow in at the King’s in 
October under the Harry Wren 
banner. . 

It has been about 20 vears since 
the comics were down here the last 
time. 


Virginia Davis Tour Clicks 
Paris, Sept. 13 
Virginia Davis is returning home 
after a successful concert tour in 
Austria and Germany, proceeds of 
which she is donating to her 
brother, Garry Davis, promoter of 


the Citizens of the World move 
ment 

Though she played most Ger- 
man key cities, the Military Gov- 


ernment did not okay her intended 
Berlin date. When she got there 
the local authorities said that time 
. was too short to make arrange- 
ments. Probably felt that Berlin 
was too unsettled to risk creating 
controversies. 


‘lions 


Although the French generally 
oppose encouraging foreign produ- 
cers to swamp their local produc- 
tion facilities, the present trend is 
towards U. S. units taking advan- 
tage of the low cost production 
here. At the same time, foreign 
companies are using the available 
francs frozen here on such produc- 
tion setups 

Irving Allen. who sailed for the 
U S after completing “White 
rower” for RKO, is planning to 
return here and make three more 


films. William Dieterie will have 
Rachel a biog of the French 
awtress, rolling in about two 
months, with Edna Romney in the 
title role Picture will be made 


both in English and French 

Latest newcomer interested in 
local production is William Austen, 
formerly with Eagle Lion who is 
looking over the ground as head ot 
Benagoss Productions. First film 
scheduled to be made is “The 
Money Man,” based on the story of 
a 15th Century French financiet 

Robert Buckner, with Robert 
Siodmak as director, is prepping 
‘Deported” for production in Ital) 
it is based on the Lucky Luciano 


enisode in that country Picture, 
which is for Universal release, 
would use many Italian actors 
Mildred Gussie has come here 


ihead of others to scout Italians 
| 


LONDON PONDERS DIP IN 
ODEON COMMON STOCK 


London, Sept. 13 

With the theatre interests gen- 
erally accepted as being the back- 
bone of the Rank Organization, 
financial circies here are becoming 
concerned at the continued decline 
in the Odeon siock price. Within 
the last two or three weeks, the 
stock has dipped from $3 per share 
to around $2.25. Early in the year, 
the shares touched a high of $6.35. 

As a result, the combined value 


of the common has slumped by 
about $15,000,000 in little more 
than six months. City interests 


claim that this depreciation reflects 
the stock market view on the near- 
term prospects of the company. 
Annual accounts for the year 
ended last June are now in prepa- 
ration and are expected to be 
published as part of the consoli- 
dated balance sheet of the Organi- 
zation early in October. 


Toumanova, Hightower 
Back to Paris for Ballet 


Tamara ‘Toumanova, ballerina 
wife of screenwriter Casey Robin- 
son, is flying Sunday (25) from 
L.A. to N.Y., and then she planes 
to Paris Sept. 27. She will rejoin 
the Marquis de Cuevas’ Grand Bal- 
let de Morte Carlo as guest bal- 
lerina for the second season. 
Troupe will open a four-week sea- 
son at the Palais de Chaillot, 
Paris, Oct. 1, then go to Spain on 
tour. 

Also flying to Paris Sunday (25) 
will be another American, Rosella 
Hightower, the troupe's star dan- 
cer, who was home on a three-week 
vacation. Jean Robier, the troupe's 
designer, who was in the U. S. 
on a visit, is also flying back Sun- 
day. 





Madras Govt. Delays 
Length-of-Pix Order 
Madras, Sept. 6 
Continued pressure from leading 
Southern producers has resulted 
in the Madras government deciding 
to keep their footage control order 
in abeyance for the time being 
The order, which puts a limit of 
13,500 feet to a film, was to have 
become effective Sept. 1. Produc- 
ers were racing th time to com- 
plete their longe: pictures, running 
over 20000 feet. before the dead- 
line 


Chinese Film Distrib 

A new ( n distributing 
and impo outfit, Peak Film 
and Trading Co. has begun opera- 
in New York. Located on 
lower Broadway. the organization 
is headed by the Chinese picture 
producer, Yun-Foo Hsia. 

Robert and Max Deison are le 
galites for the newly-formed com- 


pany. 
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Screen’s First . 

story of me, : 

| Jet Jockies / 
a Bogart as a : 
a test pilot for : 
| | Jet Planes / 0 
WITH DIRECTED BY PRODUCED BY ° 
RAYMOND MASSEY: RICHARD WHORF STUART HEISLER ANTHONY VEILLER ° 

SCREEN PLAY BY LIAM O'BRIEN AND VINCENT EVANS WY SUGGESTED BY A STORY BY J. REDMOND PRIOR : 
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~ Government's Proposed Decree 


The important sections of the proposed decree filed by the Dept. of | 


ustice yesterday (Tues.) in N. Y. Federal court is printed below. 
j wer ol omitted merely recite jurisdictional data or define terms. 


Selling Practices 


Each of the distributor defendants, and the successors of each of 
them, and any and all individuals who act in behalf of any thereof 
with respect to the matters enjoined, and each corporation in which 
said defendants or any of them own a direct or indirect stock interest 
of more than 50%, is hereby enjoined: 

1. From granting any license in which minimum prices for admis- 
sion to a theatre are fixed by the parties, either in writing or through 
a committee, or through arbitration, or upon the happening of any 
event or in any manner or by any means. 

2. From agreeing with each other or with 
tributors to maintain a system of clearances: the term “clearances”’ 
as used herein meaning the period of time stipulated in license 
contracts which must elapse between runs of the same feature within 
a particular area or in specified theatres. 

3. From granting any clearance between theatres not in substantial 
eompetition. 

4. From granting or enforcing any clearance against theatres in 
substantial competition with the theatre receiving the license for ex 
hibition in excess of what is reasonably necessary to protect the li- 
censee in the run granted. Whenever any clearance provision is at 
tacked as not legal under the provisions of this decree, the 
shall be upon the distributor to sustain the legality thereof. 

5. From further performing any existing franchise to which it is a 
party and from making any franchises in the future, except for the 
nurpgse of enabling an independent exhibitor to operate a theatre 
in competition with a theatre affiliated with a defendant or with 
theatres in new circuits which may be formed as a result of divorce- 
ment. The term “franchise” as used herein means a licensing agree- 
ment or series of licensing agreements, entered into as a part of 
the same transaction, in effect for more than one motion picture sea- 
son and covering the exhibition of pictures réleased by one distributor 
during the entire period of agreement. 

6. From making or further performing any formula deal or master 
agreement to which it is a party. The term “formula deal” as used 
herein means a licensing agreement with a circuit of theatres in which 
the license fee of a given feature is measured for the theatres covered 
by the agreement by a specified percentage of the feature’s national 

e@gross. The term “master agreement” means a licensing agreement, 
also known as a “blanket deal,” covering the exhibition of features in 
a number of theatres usually comprising a circuit. 

7. From performing or entering into any license in which the right 
to exhibit one feature is conditioned upon the licensee's taking one 
or more other features. To the extent that any of the features have 
not been trade shown prior te the granting of the license for more 
than a single feature, the licensee shall be given by the licensor the 
right to reject 20% of such features not trade shown prior to the 
granting of the license, such right of rejection to be exercised in the 
order of release within ten days after there has been an opportunity 
aiforded to the licensee to inspect the feature. 

8. From licensing any feature for exhibition upon any run in any 
theatre in any other manner than that each license shall be offered 
and taken théatre by theatre, solely upon the merits and without 
discrimination in favor of affiliated theatres, circuit theatres or others. 


Theatre Partnerships and Pools 


Each of the defendant exhibitors, and the successors of each of them 
and any and all individuals who act in behalf of any thereof with 
respect to the matters enioined, and each corporation in which said 
defendants or any of them own a direct or indirect stock interest of 
more than 50%, is hereby enjoined and restrained: 

(1) From performing or enforcing agreements referred to in para- 
graphs 5 and 6 of the foregoing Section III hereof to which it may 
be a party. 

(2) From making or continuing to perform pooling agreements 
whereby given thestres of two or more exhibitors normally in com- 
petition are operated as a unit or whereby the business policies of such 
exhibitors are collectively determined by a joint committee or by one 
of the exhibitors or whereby profits of the “pooled” theatres are 
divided among the owners according to prearranged percentages. 

(3) From making or continuing to perform agreements that the 
parties may not acquire other theatres in a competitive area where a 
pool operates without first offering them for inclusion in the pool. 

‘4) From making or continuing leases of theatres under which it 
leases any of its theatres to another defendant or to an independent 
operating a theatre in the same competitive area in return for a 
share in the profits. 

(5) From continuing to own or acquiring any beneficial interests 
in any theatre, whether in fee or in shares of stock or otherwise, in 


any exhibitors or dis 


conjunction with another defendant, or with any company resulting | 


from divorcements provided for in judgments entered in this cause. 
In dissolving such relationships now existing one exhibitor defendant 
may acquire the interest of another defendant if such defendant desir- 
ing to acquire such interest shall show to the satisfaction of the court, 
and the court shali ffrst find, that such acquisition will not unduly 
restrain competition in the exhibition of feature motion pictures. 

(6) From making or enforcing any agreement which restricts the 
right of any other exhibitor to acquire a motion picture theatre. 

‘7) From acquiring a beneficial interest in any theatre which is an 
actual or potential competitor of any theatre in which the acquiring 
defendant owns a beneficial interest or which is owned or controlled 
by an actual or potential competitor. Each of the major defendants 
bound by this judgment shall dispose of its interests in theatres heid in 
conjunction with a non-defendant as provided for in the orders filed 
on stipulation with this Court, and as stipulated in the record. ‘Phe 
interest of Fox in Evergreen State Amusement Corporation need not 
be dissolved as a joint interest with an actual or potential competitor. 

(8) From operating, booking, or buying features for any of its 
theatres through any agent who is known by ii to be also acting in 
such manner for any other exhibitor, independent or affiliate. 


Divorcement and Divestiture 
1. It is a purpose of this judgment to separate completely and 


Perpetually the business of producing and c’stributing motion pictures | 


as carried on by each major defendant from the business of exhibiting 
motion pictures as carried on by each major defendant, and to separate 


completely and perpetually the ownership and control of the business | 
of producing and distributing motien pictures from the ownership | 


and control of the business of exhibiting motion pictures, regardless 
of who owns or controls such businesses. 

2. No corporation owning or controlling either the business of pro- 
ducing and distributing motion picture films now conducted by any 
major defendant, or the business of exhibiting motion picture films 
now conducted by any major defendant, its officers, directors, agents, 
or employees, or any of them, or any persons, firms, or corporations, 
having notice of this judgment, shal! attempt by holdings of stock or 
other securities, by proxy holdings, by fictitious holdings, assignments, 
or transfers of stock, or by any other means, to evade, impair, or 
destroy the effectiveness of the separation specified in Paragraph 1 
of Section V herein. 

3. Within 90 days from the entry of this judgment, each of the 
Major defendants, except the RKO and Paramount defendants, shall 
Submit a plan for the complete separation of its production and dis- 
tribution business from its exhibition business. Upon the filing of such 
2 plan the Government shall have 60 days within which to file objec- 
tions thereto and to propose amended or alternative plans for achieving 


burden 


Decree 


Continued from page 3 eee 


| 


| cree calls for the Big Three to sub- 
mit their separation plans within 
90 days after entry of an order. 
Upon filing of a plan, the Govern- 
|ment wants 60 days to file objec- 
‘tions and propose amended or al- 
| ternative plans. In any event, de- 
| cree states, completion of separa- 
|tion must take place within 18 
| months of entry of a decree 


Freeze on theatre acquisitions is 





lasked for by the Government 
against all six defendants until 
separation and divestiture. There- 


after, the loosened theatre chains 
would not be able to expand un- 
less the court finds en application 
“that such acquisition will not un- 
duly restrain competition in the 
exhibition of motion pictures."’ One 
circuit will not be permitted to ac 
quire houses of another defendant 
circuit if the Government pro- 
posals win 
Basic Tabus 

On selling practises. decree lays 
down eight rules These are al- 
ready regarded as standard in the 
industry since the first decree was 
signed by the Federal court. They 
prohibit price-fixing, block-selling, 
unreasonable clearances, formula 
deals, franchises except for the 
purpose of enabling an indie to 
compete. etc Controversial pro- 
'vision is included banning licensing 
of any feature “in any other man- 
ner than that each license shall be 
offered and taken theatre by thea- 
tre, solely upon the merits and 
without discrimination in favor of 
affiliated theatres, circuit theatres 
|or others. 
| Pools, partnering § in 
with actual or potential 
tors, booking through an 
“who is known by it to be also 
acting in such manner for any 
other exhibitor, independent or af- 
| filiate’’ are also declared verboten. 
On arbitration, defendants are au 
thorized to set up a board on fil- 
ing a consent with the American 
|Arbitration Assn. to abide by the 
rules and carry out the awards 

As part of the proposed decree, 
|Government also filed 158 findings 
|of fact and 22 conclusions of law. 
{Many of these are new, aimed to 
strengthen the court's ruling for 
complete divorcement In several 
findings, Government pays par- 
iticular attention to the New York 
'area, probably to bulwark its case 
against “Metro. Defendants, it 
iclaims, excluded in indies from 
second-runs in N. Y 


theatres 
competi- 
agent 










Ozones Setting Up Nat'l Assn.; Will 


Collate Info on Terms, Other Matters 





Philadelphia, Sept. 20. 

| Campaign to organize a National 
‘Assn. of Drive-In Theatres is be- 
ling launched from this city and 
leirculars describing the objectives 
of the new group have been sent 
| out to approximately 1,500 ozoners. 
| Drive aims at setting up an asso- 
ciation to collect statistics of value 
to the ozoners, serve as a clearing 
house on prices of film, show the 
ratio of flat rentals of percentage 
charges, issue information on tax 
and court matters, and reports on 
how well particular pix do in the 
open-air theatres. 

Interim secretary is James Sut 
ton, member of the law firm of 
Paxson, Lalish, Bilworth & Green 
which has been retained by several 
drive-in chains as counsel In 
terim prez is Guy W. Meek, who 
owns a chain in northern Califor 
nia Other officers are Ray Ed 
monson, Jr., of Dixie Drive-Ins, and 
John Wolfberg, who heads a Colo 


rado circuit Herb Ringold, an 
owner of the Philip Klein ad 
agency, is serving in an advisory 


capacity. 

Group hopes to integrate local 
and state associations of drive-ins 
Philadelphia was chosen as head 
quarters to hypo organization in 
the east. Annual dues are to be 
$50 per theatre 
Cal. Drive-Ins Fight Daylight Time 

Hollywood 

Drive-in owners are organizing 
to fight against the adoption of 
daylight saving time, to be voted 
on Nov. 8. They will fight without 
any help from operators of con- 
ventional film houses Formerly 
the regular exhibs were against 
daylight saving but now they are 
observing a hands-off policy, al- 
lowing operators of ozoners to bat- 
tle alone. 

600-@ar Bayou Ozoner 
Dallas 

Mr. and Mrs. Moran K. McDaniel 
opened the new 600-car Bayou 
drive-in reported to be the only 
ozoner in Galveston county. it 
cost $125,000 

E. A. McClain, city manager for 
Robb & Rowley-United, Inc., an- 
nounced that construction’ will 
start soon at Hillsboro on a new 
400-car drive-in. 





New Ozoner Near Lake Champlain 
Albany 

Skyline Drive-In opened at 

‘Crown Point, near Lake Cham- 


the same result. Such further proceedings with respect to such plans 
as the Court may then order shall be had. Such plans shail in any 
|} event, provide, for completion of such separation within 18 months 
| from the dace of entry of this judgmeni. 

4. From end after the separation of the business of producing and 
distributing motion pictures from the business of exhibiting motion 
pictures, now carried on by each of the major defendants, no cor- 

| poration owning or controlling either business, and no principal officer 
_or director of such corporation shall own or control, directly or indi- 
| rectly, any of the issued and outstanding capital stock, bonds, or other 
‘corporate securities of any corporation owning or controlling the other 
| business. This prohibition shall not be construed to prevent normal 
credit relationships between the two types of business. 
| §. No distribution defendant and no distributor company resulting 
‘from divorcement shall engage in the exhibition business; and no 
exhibitor defendant and no exhibition company resulting from divorce- 
ment shall engage in the distribution business. No corporation owning 
or controlling either the business of producing and distributing motion 
pictures or the business of exhibiting motion pictures now conducted 
by any of the major defendants shall elect, employ, or retain in office, 
as an officer, director, agent, or employee, any person who is also an 
officer, director, agent or employee of any corporation owning or con- 
trolling the other business. 

6. Within one year from the entry of this judgment, the Government 
and each of the exhibitor defendants bound by this judgment shall 
‘submit respectively such plans for divestiture of theatre interests, other 
than those divested by Section IV hereof, as they believe to be adequate 
‘to satisfy the requirements of the Supreme Court decision herein with 
| respect to such divestiture. If any party shall file objections within 
45 days after service and submissioh of the Government's plan with 
respect to divestiture of any of its theatres or interests therein, the 
Court, if it deems such objections to raise substantial issues of fact 
or law, shall fix a time as soon thereafter as possible, at which time 
evidence in support of such plan or in opposition thereto, in addition 
ito what may already be contained in the record, may be adduced. 
/The Government shall have 45 days after service of any plan proposed | 
by the defendants to file objections thereto. ! 
7. No exhibitor company to be created as a result of the separation 
of the business of producing and distributing motion pictures from 
the business of exhibiting motion pictures shall acquire directly or 
indirectly any interest in any theatre divested by any other defendant 
pursuant to any plan ordered under Paragraph 6 of Section V hereof 
‘or pursuant to Paragraph C.1. of Section II] of the Consent Judgment 
as to the Paramount Defendants entered March 3, 1949, or shali ex- 
pand its theatre holdings in any manner whatsoever unless and until 
such company shall show to the Court, and the Court shall first find 
that such acquisition will not unduly restrain competition in the exhi- 

bition of motion pictures. 

8. Until such separation and divestiture, no defendant bound by this 
judgment shall expand its theatre holdings in any manner whatsoever 
| Arbitration 
| The three major distributor defendants bound by this judgment and 
any others who are willing to file with the American Arbitration Asso- 
ciation their consent to abide by the rules of arbitration and to per- 
form the awards of arbitrators, are hereby authorized to set up an 
arbitration system with an accompanying Appeal Board which will be- 
come effective as soon as it may be organized, upon terms to be settled 
by the Court upon notice to the parties to this action. 


plain, by Arthur Landry, of New 
York City. It is 3lst for Albany 
exchange district. 


$75,000 Indiana Drive-In 
Martinsville, Ind. 
Construction of $75,000 drive-in 
for 500 cars begun on State Road 
67, between Brooklyn and Center- 
ton. It is owned by Center-Brook 
Drive-In Theatre, Inc. 
2 New Outdoor Spots in Mo. 
St. Louis. 
Two new drive-ins near Missourt 
towns started operation The 
World Théatrical Enterprises, St 
louis, lighted its new project near 
West Quincy, Mo., and H. E. Boyd 
cut the ribbon at his 500-car 
ozoner near Kennett, Mo. 
The Weirs Drive-In Opened 
The Weirs, N. H. 
This Lake Winnipesaukee resort 
has its first ozoner, The Weirs 
drive-in, a 500- car operation near 
the Parkview hotel. 


16M DEALERS LOOK TO 
BATTLE ON BISTRO TAX 


Washington, Sept. 20. 


Recent crack down of the Bu- 
reau of Internal Revenue on bistros 
which dish up 16m films as an 
added attraction for their patrons 
has the entire membership of the 
National Assn. of Visual Educa- 
tion Dealers up in arms. Though 
only verbal protests have been 
lodged to date, a legal baitle looms 
the regulation. 

Revenue bureau's crack down 
came when a local restaurant al- 
ternated its video shows with 16m 
films Revenue outfit reshuffled 
the words of the cabaret tax act, 
and ruled that patrons were sub- 
ject to the 5% tax, just the same 
as though live entertainment were 
being offered. Not only were the 
films yanked from the eatery in 
question, but all over the country, 
where practice has spread, distrib- 
utors on the sub-standard circuit 
were faced with cancellations. One 
spokesman here pointed out that 
in Kansas City alone about 20 res- 
taurants had been using 16m film, 
and that in another restaurant 
chain, over 100 members served 
pix along with food. 

C. T. Chandler, 
for NAVED, and owner of the 
Film Center, one of town’s top 
l6m outfits, has already lodged a 
protest with the Commissioner of 
Internal Revenue against what the 
outfit terms “discriminatory” leg- 
islation. It is being pointed out 
here that not only is an existing, 
and potentially larger market for 
16m pix being wiped out, but also 
the wedge is being opened for 
similar taxation on food spots 
showing TV. 

Offending revenue section reads, 
in part: “Term ‘roof-garden, cab- 
aret, or other similar place’ in- 
cludes any room in any hotel, res- 
taurant, hall or other public place 
where music and dancing privi- 
leges or any other entertainment, 
except instrumental or mechanical 
muste alone, are afforded patrons,” 
etc. 


Local Pic Industry 
Saluted by Kaycees 


Kansas City, Sept. 20. 

Motion picture industry of 
greater Kansas City is being 
saluted tomorrow (21) at a lunch- 
eon tossed by the chamber of com- 
merce. The industry is drawing 
the accolade as the featured in- 
dustry of the week in the cham- 
ber’s current “Kansas City on 
Parade” series. 

Joe Breen, Production Code 
head of the film industry, comes 
in from the Coast to be the prin- 
cipal speaker. Elmer Rhoden, Fox 
Midwest prexy, will m.c., with all 
branches of the industry cooperat- 
ing in presenting the luncheon pro- 
gram. 


Local 776, Editors, 
Install Lou Sackin 
Holiywood, Sept. 20. 
Louis H. Sackin was installed as 
new president of Motion Pictures 
Film Editors, Local 776, after a 
secret mail ballot. , 
Other new officers are W. Donna 
Hayes, voouse: Robert F. J 
al 
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Film Execs’ Devaluation Opmi 

Arthur M. Loew, president of Loew's International, opines: “The | 
dmmediate effect of devaluation is harmful to American exporters. For | 
every pound we formerly earned, we shall now have to earn 1.44 

unds to achieve the same result in dollars. I am not pessimistic, 

owever. If we are to have any faith in the monetary brains behind | 
the devaluation, the ultimate effect will be beneficial, and I for one | 
would recommend temporary hardship to gain lasting benefits. Who 
knows, with this devaluation, the time may even come when we shall 
revert to a free monetary exchange.” 

Arthur W. Kelly, United Artists exee vice-prexy, who will plane to 
London Sept. 30 to 0.0. the situation, declared: “The devaluation of the | 
pound is of serious concern to all foreign departments for three reasons. 
First. because it immediately reduces our frozen. pounds by 30% which 
is a drastic cut. Second, because of its instantaneous repercussions in 
other countries tied to the sterling bloc. Third, because of the ulti- 
mate effect it will have on non-devaluating countries which will have to 
make inevitable trade adjustments. However, if the end result would 
lead to a free convertibility of currencies and an easing of trade bar- 
riers between countries, the eventual effect of devaluation may prove 





‘Samson’ on B’way 

Paramount theatre manage- 
ment will pare its regular 
stage show to 30 minutes when 
“Samson and Delilah” preems 
at the Times Sq. showcase day- 
and-date with an opening at 
the Rivoli. Hitting the screen 
early next year, the Cecil B. 
DeMille pie will play the Para- 
mount four weeks while stick- 
ing to the Rivoli for the length 
of its run. Shortened stage 
show is required by the fact 
that “Samson” runs 129 min- 
utes. 

It is likely that both houses 
will up their scales for the 
film. 








Inside Stuff—Pictur 

United Artists, on basis of returns to date, anticipates a domestic 
gross of about $1,500,000 on Abbott & Costello’s “Africa Screams,” 
| produced by Nassour Bros. Pic is the first that the comedy team has 
|made away from Universal. Gross will be about midway between the 
best and the worst of the figures they racked up at U. “Abbott and 
| Costello Meet Frankenstein” was the topper with $2,000,000. Pair, who 
| seem to have a steady clientele that makes them consistent money- 
| makers, are currently in a new U production, “Abbott and Costello 
| Meet the Killer, Boris Karloff.” 
} 
| Paramount, under pub-ad director Max Youngstein and ad chief Sid 
| Blumenstock, has adopted the practice of making up what it calls “an- 
'nouncement” ads early in its pressbooks. These are much larger and 
fuller than what most exhibs would be expected to use, but are aimed 
at the exhib himself, rather than his potential audience. Idea is to 
establish the high points of the picture in the theatre operator's mind 
through one slam-bang ad to influence him in his own seliing of the 
film. 








beneficial.” 
Irving Maas, v.p. and g.m. of the 


Motion Picture Export Assn., said: 


“The devaluation of the pound sterling will inevitably extend to the 


soft currencies of the MPEA territories. 


It should stimulate exports 


from these countries as well as imports into them, thereby probably 


producing some visible benefits over a period of time. 
should also stimulate trade between U-S. 


Devaluation 
and the MPEA territories 


and in that way give these countries more American dollars than they 
have heretofore had at their disposal.” , a 
Joseph H. Seidelman, foreign dept. head for Universal, said: “The 


obvious effect. of course, is a 30% 
tries devaluating. 
is concerned, 


There are ameliorating factors. 
for instance, trade has been at a standstill for many 
months because everybody feared and expected devaluation. 


loss in revenues from those coun- 
So far as Europe 


Now that 


this step is out of the way, trade should definitely open again. It now 
permits the people marking time to make plans for the future and 
should, therefore, improve business markedly in local territories. When 
local conditions rally, the film industry reaps the benefit of the im- 
provement and should respond in this case. 


























by the re-pegging. Chief among 
these is Canada where the Canad- 
fan dollar has been devalued to 
$1.10 from $1. Dominion brings in 
approximately $17,000,000 yearly. 
The 10° change probably means 
a dip of $1,700,000. While some 
other countries are affected, the 
Joss is not as great as in Canada. 
(See story, page??). 


Net All Gloom, However 


Picture is not entirely dark by 
any means, industryites point out. 
The first effect is adverse to the 
U.S. film business but if the broad 
devaluation leads to its intended 
result—-a halt to the foreign dollar 
starvation —a considerable easing 
of remittances can be expected. 
The industry would make less over- 
seas in terms of dollars. It would, 
however, receive a greater propor- 
tion of its earnings in remittables 
and that alone shows up in the 
profit-and-loss ledger. 


Of the frozen $12,000,000, more 
than $7,000,000 worth of pounds 
has been accumulated in the 
United Kingdom. In terms of dol- 
lars, this sum is reduced to about 
$5.000,000 because the pound is | 
worth $2.80 now instead of $4.03. 
Devaluation in no-wise cuts the 
$17,000,000 which the industry can 
extract from England for the year 
ending next June 14. The Anglo- 
American film pact fixed a dollar 
figure to be remitted, and not one 
computed on pounds. 


Conflicting factors are at work 
so far as the impact of devaluation 
fs directed to U. S. production 
abroad, particularly in England 
Since the $17,000,000 available for 
remittance this year will represent 
a greater proportion of the frozen 
pounds accumulated in Britain, 
there will be less left over for use 
in that country. This fact, of 
course, works against American 
filmmaking in the UK. 


Spur to Joint Production 


Accepting this as so, 
dept. 


foreign 
heads believe that Anglo- 


American joint production deals|. 


will be increased nonetheless. In 
terms of dollars, filmmaking in. 
England will be cheaper although 
the same amount or trifle more 
pounds would be consumed per pic- 
ture. British government is ex- 
pected to take steps to prevent a 
general rise in costs and wages 
which will apply to everything but 
imports from dollar regions. This 
is expected to hold down produc- 
tion outlays to their present total 
in pounds. 


Which means that same expendi- 
ture in pounds will be 30% less in 
dollar equivalent, a factor which 
must work for increased Anglo- 
U. S. collaboration in picmaking 
Only rise regarded as certain is ' 
that of rawstock which is entirely 
imported from the U. S. A tight 
hold on Studio wages is expected 
to be exercised. 

Federal tax feature also works 
for increased production abroad 
Under a U. S. Treasury Dept. ru! 


| $30.00 0,000 Devaluation Effect 


Continued from page 3 —_ 








ing, companies pay the income bite 
on foreign revenues when received 
at the h.o. in dollars or used in 
some other way. Same amount of 
pounds used in England for a pro- 
duction would represent 30% less 
so far as dollars are concerned. 
Hence, taxes would be paid on that 
much less in income. 


No Cheaper British Pix 


Unlike manufacturers of basic 
commodities, American distribs 
will 
from the British because of the de- 
valuation. While Britain will be 
able to market its autos, steel, tex- 
tiles, scotch or other tangibles in 
dollar areas at a lower figure, same 
rules do not apply to films. It is 
not likely that the British will 
proffer their pix at cheaper rentals 
because in dollar terms they have 
been produced for less. A good film 
will still command top rentals; a 
poor one whatever it can get. 
Therefore, the prime purpose of 
devaluation—a chance for the Brit- 
ish to compete on more favorable 
terms in the world market — has 
little or no bearing on the film 
business. 


At the same time, it is conceded 
that the position of J. Arthur Rank, 


|Sir Alexander- Korda and other 


British producers has been im- 


, proved considerably. Every dollar 


earned by these films means 30% 
more to the producer in pounds. If, 
for instance, “Hamlet,” distributed 
in the U. S. for Rank by Uriversal, 
garners $200,000 in the coming 12 
months as Rank’s share of rentals, 
he receives 71,430 pounds instead 
of 50,000. His absolute gain is 21,- 
130 pounds. 


This principle, it is noted, applies | 


equally to films turned out in the 
future. It is so because his cost of 


not increased. Rank has already re- 
shaped his production policy to aim 


Devaluation will only emphasize 
this target because of the hypoed 
reward from dollar earnings. 


Industryites say that the most 
important repercussion of devalua- 


tion on the film biz remains to be | 


seen. If the British, strengthened 
by the better competitive position, 
can stop the flight of the dollar 
and reach a balanced economy, ii 
should spell an improved deal for 
Yank distribs in Britain when a 
new fiscal pact is discussed next 
year. Since Britain is the key to 
the entire foreign earnings of the 
industry, that one resuit wouid 
outweigh any immediate losses. 


2 Rank Studios on Market 


London, Sept. 20. 
shuttered studios, both 
by the Rank Organization 





Two 
closed 


early this year, are on the market. | 


They are the Gainsborough out- 
fits at Shepherds Bush and Isling- 
ton. and are being offered private- 


_ly first. 


not face keener competition | 


Exhibs-Distribs 


Continued from page 4 








tion—has been in pretty much of a 
vacuum concerning the thinking of 
the other. It is thought that this 
insularity has been in great meas- 
ure responsible for what Johnston 
called “the lawyers’ paradise” that 
the industry has become, as a re- 
sult of intramural lawsuits and 
feuding. 

While the trend to greater intra- 


way for some time, it got its real 
impetus in Chicago as result of the 
spirit of unity shown there. Lead- 
ing up to that, undoubiediy, was 
the scare thrown into the industry 


by the precipitous drop at the b.o.° 


last spring. Whatever the reason, 
however, a face-to-face relationship 
between exhibs and producers is 
seen as a new and valuable devel- 
opment. 


Harsh words spoken about exhibs ,' 


by Joseph Mankiewicz at Life mag's 
Hollywood roundtable recently are 
seen as another element that has 
had good effect in bringing about 
developing exhib-producer unity, 
although the 20th-Fox director's 
remarks were thought ill-consid- 
ered in many quarters at the time. 
Mankiewicz's crack that exhibs 
were merely real estate holders 
whose duties were taking chewing 
gum off carpets and keeping kids 
from necking in the balcony, stung 
most theatremen. The momentary 
bitterness that resulted was fol- 
lowed, is in many quarrels, by 
closer friendship. 

MPIC, for Example 


| An outstanding example of how 
little one branch of the industry 
knows about the other was seen at 
the Chi meet in the report by Art 
| Arthur, exec head of the Motion 
| Picture Industry Council, on what 
that Hollywood co-op organization 
was doing in the way of public re- 
lations. Virtually none of the ex- 
|hibs and distribs present had any 
|idea of the work of the MPIC, 
| which proved, as a matter of fact. 
to already be doing what some of 
‘the Chi powwowers were getting 
|'ready to suggest. MPIC got a tre- 
'mendous hand from the exhibs. 
New respect was created among 


|them for the Hollywood guilds, | 


unions and production associations 
| which make up the MPIC. Whole 
|episode served to throw consider- 
lable cement into the moldering 
bond between Hollywood and the 
men who buy and exhibit its prod- 
uct. 

| The MPAA prexy, in suggesting 
the exhib seminars in Hollywood, 
declared: “It is easier to market a 


production, measured in pounds, is product if you know what goes into 


| it and how it was put together . . 
‘Reciprocity and appreciation be- 


| primarily at the overseas market. ‘tween Vine street and Main street 


| are vital to the growth and wel- 
| fare of our business.” 









Sen. Langer 


Continued from page 3 





_be authorized to determine whether 
(1) “there had been misuse of power 
by collusion” between 20th and 
Loew's; (2) whether fraud and de- 

ceil had been practiced by 20th, 
which would warrant revoking the 
right for the company to have its 
stock publicly traded; (3) whether 
the management of 20th had vio- 
lated Federal laws, including those 
prohibiting use of the mails to de- 
fraud; (4) whether the film industry 
has received substantial sums of 
money from Marshall Plan grants 
to various foreign countries. 

In recent years, Langer has 
threatened to introduce legislation 
barring block-booking and _ blind- 
selling. However, despite  state- 
ments that he was working on a 
; bill, he never introduced one. 


industry cohesion has been under | 


New film studio reportedly has been started at the Amelia Earhart 
airport, near Miami, by Hialeah Motion Picture & Television headed by 


Jack Goldberg. Site covers some 396 acres. 
able for conversion into sound stages. 


Three hangars are avail- 
Active in the Negro film field 


with his Herald Pictures, Goldberg assertedly will make sepia pix at 
the new lot along with some standard programmers. 





Recording and reproduction on tape, disk and film are expected to 
be covered by exhibits and papers at a three-day “Audio Fair’ which 
is slated to be held at the Hotel New Yorker, N. Y., starting Oct. 27. 
Microphones, loudspeakers and amplifying equipment will also be 
demonstrated and discussed at the conclave which is sponsored by the 


Audio Engineering Society. 





Four pictures in Broadway showcases at the same time is a record 


set by Metro for November, the first time that lot has achieved a four- 


way break in years. 


“Forsyte Woman” is at Radio City Music Hall; 


“Battleground,” Astor; “Adam's Rib,” Loew’s State, and “The Doctor 


and the Girl,” Capitol. 
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Hollywood, Sept. 20. 


Milten Berle starrer, “Always 
Leave Them Laughing,” bein 
rushed by Warners for a Nov. 1 
release ..Columbia will start “The 
Outer Edges,” based on the Charles 
Jackson novel, Nov. 7... Burt Lan- 
easter and Harold Hecht will shoot 
four separate sequences as a fea- 
ture-length picture, after the man- 
ner of J. Arthur Rank’s “Quartet.” 

King Bros. bought “Heaven's 
Where You Find It,” authored by 
Brenda Weisberg and William 
Sackheim, for January production 

Robert E. Tansey wiil direct 
“Flame,” to be produced indepen- 
dently by Jack Schwarz. 

Joe Gottesman is readying pro- 
duction on “Proud River” at Gen- 
eral Service, with no release, but 
a deal is in discussion with United 
Artists Richard English checked 
in at RKO to write the screenplay 


for “A Very Remarkable .Fellow,” | 


to be produced by Harriet Parsons 


.. United Artists’ foreign depart-. 


ment is readying French, Spanish | 


and Italian dubbing for three films: | 


“Quicksand,” “The Crooked Way” 
and “Without Honor.” ... Metro 
handed a term player contract to 
Fernando Lamas, Argentine thesp 
and singer...Lippert Productions, 
Inc., is the new name for the re- 
leasing company which formerly 
ene as Screen Guild Produc- 
ions. 

Robert Cummings bought “The | 
Witch of Verona,” a tale of medi- | 
eval love and sword play, for indie 


production when he finishes “The | 


Petty Girl” at Columbia... Robert 
Mark renewed as chief of Repub- 
lic’s makeup department... Frank | 
McGrath drew his third straight 
role in Metro's “Devil's Doorway,” 
after 25 years as stand-in for War- 
ner Baxter Bill Williams will 
star in “Double Cross,” to be pro- 


duced independently by Michael , 
' Phillips, with Hugh Bennett direct- 
ing. . Sequel to “Mrs. Miniver,” to 


be produced in England by Metro, | 

will be titled “The Miniver Se-| 

| quel,” oddly enough . Joseph Pev- | 

-ney’s first chore under his new | 

UI contract as director-actor will | 

be . gangster role in “Outside the 
all. 


Dorothy Hart drew femme lead | 


_in “Outside the Wall” at UI, re- 
|placing Gale Sterm, whe ankled 
| the lot on completion of her term. 
/contract...William Stephens will 
make “Lure of the Tropics” as the | 
first of his program of 16 indies’ 
to be made on the Haal Roach 
lot Metro's “Forsyte Saga” will 
/retain that title throughout the 
British Empire aithough it will be 
screened in the U.S. as “That. 
Forsyte Woman’.. Arthur Loew.) 
Jr., drew a role in Metro’s “Key 
to the City” . Edmond O’Brien 
| will star in “Wrong Guy.” a Frank 
Seltzer production dealing with | 
‘crime in Los Angeles. . Pine-) 
' Thomas brought in “The Eagle and | 
the Hawk” six days under sched-. 
ule and $90,000 under budget. 

| Irvin Wagner, former veepee of 
Olian agency, planning to package 
radio shows as well as maintain his 
sked of consultant 
scripting ABC announcer John’ 
‘Weigel flying to L. A. each week 


(for Lawrence Welk broadcast 


there. Weigel finishes his North- 
erner stint on WGN Tuesday nights 
and grabs a plane immediately . . 

NBC veepee Chick Showerman 
resting in Kentucky after White 
Sulphur Springs network meet- 
ing ABC flack Doris Lytle leav- 
ing Coast after two-year stretch 
here. Her boss Ell Henry tossed a 


farewell party. 





Courts on Bids 


Continued from page 5 


ed to one or more theatres in a 
competitive area.” In conjunction 
with that report, TOA’s distrib- 
exhib committee came out in favor 
of sealed bids with the provision 
that ali terms and conditions of 
each be made available to all in- 


terested immediately after the 
award. 
Privately, TOAers argue that 


there is no checkup on the fairness 
of awards and no way of knowing 
whether discrimination is being 
worked. Whether the award is be- 


_ing quietly conditioned on other 


films or just based on local fa- 
voritism can never be disclosed 
without the winning terms made 
known. It is noted that many bids 
are handled by exchange and dis- 
trict managers and “that personali- 
ties can play their part.” 

OAers are convinced that dis- 
tribs are adamant on the question 
because it is easier to jack up 
rentals when the winning bid is 
not disclosed. Tendency of a los- 
ing bidder, it is said, is to up his 
bid substantially, particularly after 
a losing streak, and that tendency 
is grist for the distribs’ mills. It 
is TOA’s assertion that competi- 
tive bidding used to hoist terms ra- 
ther than divide product fairly is 
a warping of the anti-trust suit 
from its initial purpose. 


CEA to Give ‘Sword’ 0.0. 


London, Sept. 20. 

If arrangements are made for 
showing “Sword in the Desert” in 
Great Britain, the film first will 
be viewed by officials of the Cin- 
ematograph Exhibitors Assn. 

This assurance has been given 
to the CEA by Ben Henry, Uni- 
versal's local topper. Hence, ex- 
hibs are satisfied that this gives 
them some right in saying “what 
should be shown on the screen.” 








‘Thief’ Shooting in Venice 
Venice, Sept. 10. 

Preliminary shooting has started 

here on “Thief of Venice.” star- 

ring Maria Montez and Paul 


|Christian, produced for Venezia- 
Film by Giuseppe Barattollo and 
Nat Wachsberger. Pic is being shot 
in English version and directed by 
and commercial John Brahm. 

Jesse Lasky, Jr., is making last 
revisions of his script. 
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Picture 


CAGNEY LOUD $17,000, 
PROV: ‘LADY’ $13,500 


Providence, Sept. 20. 

Majestic’s “White Heat” is ring- 
ing the bell hereabouts to lead a 
fairly lively town. Loew's second 
week of “In Good Old Summer- 
time” is also good, while “Lady 
Gambles” at RKO Albee shapes 
okay 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (2,200; 44-65 
“Lady Gambles” (U) and “Flaming 
Fury” (Rep). Fairly good $13,500 
in 8 days. “Meet Killer” ‘U).and 
“Temptation Harbor” (Rep) open 
tomorrow (Wed.) 

Fay’s (Fay) (1,400; 44-65 When 
Baby Smiles At Me” (20th) (reissue) 
and Helmut Dantine heading vaude 
on stage. Nice $8,000. Last week, 
“One Last Fling” (WB) and vaude, 


$7 500. 

Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 44-65)— 
“White Heat’ (WB) and “They're 
Off” (WB). Fine $17,000 for Cag- 
ney opus. Last week, “Come to 


Stable” (20th) (2d wk), neat $14,000, 


and switched to Carlton for third 
downtown sesh 

Metropolitan (Snider) (3.100; 44 
65 “Johnny Stool Piceon U) 
and “An Act of Murder” (Indie) 
So-so $5,500. Last week, “Big Cat’ 
(EL) and “Sleeping Car Trieste” 
(EL), $4,800. 

State ‘Loew) (3.260 44-65) 
“(,o00d Old Summertime M-G) (2d 


wk Strong $15.000. First week, 
good $19,500 

Strand (Silverman) 
— ‘Top O’ Morning” (Par). Opened 
Monday (19). Last week, “Rope of 
Sand” (Par) (2d wk), good $9,000. 


Baseball Bops St. Loo; 
‘Book’-Vaude Oke $21,000 


St. Louis, Sept. 20. 
Last-ditch stand of the Cardinals 
in pursuit of National League pen- 
nant is sloughing biz here cur- 
reatly Decline in trade is even 
being felt at huge Fox where Billy 


2.200; 44-65) 


Cilbert is heading vaucde lavout 
with “Black Book.” Streets of 
Laredo” shapes nice at the 
Missouri 


Estimates for This Week 
Ambassador (F&M) (3,000; 50-75) 


-——“Top O° Morning” (Par) and 
“Special Agent” (Par) (2d wk). 
Down to $12.500 following fancy 
$' 7.500 first stanza 

Tox (F&M) 5,000: 50-75 
*“Liack Book” EL) and vaude. 
Nice $21,000. Last week. “Big Cat” 
(ku) and vaude, $20,000. 

Leew’s (Loew) (3.172; 50-745)— 


“Scone of Crime” (M-G) and “Mr. 
Soft Touch” ‘Col). Good $19,000. 


iaast week, “Late for Tears” (UA) 
and “Great Dan Patch” (UA), 
$15,500. 


Missouri (FX M) (3,500; 50-75)— 
“Streets Larcdo” (Par) and “Man- 
handled” (Par). Nice $11,000 or 
near. Last week. “White Heat” 
(WB) and “Lone Wolf Lady” «Col) 
(2d wk), $6,500. 

St. Louis (F&M) (4.400; 50-75) 
“Come to Stable” (20th) (2d wk). 
Trim $12,000 after big $16,000 
opener. 


SAN FRANCISCO 


‘Continued irom page 13) 
Last week, “Any Number Play” 
(M-G) (4th wk), $6,000. 

Orpheum (No. Coast) (2.448; 55- 
85'\—"“Mr. Soft Touch” (Col) and 
“Darbary Pirate” (Col) (2d wk!. 
Only $6,500 in 6 days. Last week, 
good $17,000. 

United Artists ‘No. Coast) (1,207: 


§5-5)—"Onece More, My Darling”. 


(U) (2d wk). Down to thin $5,000. 
Lost week. pleasing $10,500. 

Siagedoor (Ackerman) (379; 
$ '-$2.40)\—""Red Shoes” ‘EL 
(17th wk). Good $7,500. Last week, 
$s: 100. 

‘ay ‘Roesner) (400; 65-85) — 
*- ver Give Sucker Break” (Indie) 


and “Can't Fool Honest Man” ‘In- 
dic) ‘reissues). Solid $4,000. Last 
week, “Little Chickadee” (Indie) 


and “Bank Dick” (Indie) (reissues) 
i4th wk), $2,400. 


MONTREAL 


Continued froin page 12) 


000 for Hope comedy. Last week, 
“Rope of Sand” ‘Par) (2d wk), 
si-ong $15,000. 

Princess (C.T.) (2,131: 34-60).— 
“Johnny Allegro” (Col) (2d wk). 


Down to $10,000 after sock first ses- 
sion of $14,000. 

imperial (C.T.) (1.839: 26-45)- 
“A bbott-Costello Meet the Killer” 
(U) ‘2d wk). Still good at $8,000 
after smash opener at $13,000. 

Orpheum ‘C.T.) (1.040: 34-60)— 
“She” (RKO) and “Last Davs Pom- 
g ii” (RKO) (2d wk) (reissues) 
Still strone $6.000 on top of open- 
ing week's $7,000. 





Grosses 





SEATTLE 


(Continued from page 12) 
Last week “Blue Lagoon” (U) and 


“Far Frontier” (Rep) (2d wk) 
$2,000 in 5 days. 
Music Hall ‘H-E) (2,200; 50-84) 


—“Black Magic” ‘UA) and “Broth- 
er Jonathan” (Mono). Fair $8,000 
in 10 days. Last week, “Lost 
Boundaries” (FC) and “California 
Ahead” (FC) (2d wk), $5,300. 

Orpheum (‘H-E) (2,600; 50-84)— 
White Heat” ‘WB) and “House 
Across Street" (WB) (2d wk). Good 
$6,500 in 6 days after good $11,- 
800 first. 

Palomar (Sterling) (1.350 
—*Africa Speaks UA) (2d 
with Cab Calloway topping 
show. Huge $11.000. Last 
‘Crooked Way” (UA) and 
Wonted” C) plus vaude, 
$4,600 at 40-65c¢ scale. 

Paramount (H-E) (3,039: 50-84) 

I lin’ Kentuckian” (Rep) and 
“Flame of Youth” (Rep). Big $12,- 
000 or near. Last week, “Rope of 
Send” (Par) ard - Jackpot Jitters” 
(Mono) (2d wk), %3.800 in 4 days. 


40-69) 
run) 
stage- 
week, 
“Not 
miid 


‘Brave’ Brisk $17,509, 
Pitt; ‘Heat’ Dim 106, 2d 


Pittsburgh, Sept. 20. 

“Home of Brave” went over big 
with crix and is also being helped 
at Penn by recent enthusiasm for 
similar-type “Lost Boundaries.” 
Bang-up session is resulting. “Come 
to Stable” is making news, hold- 
over at Harris, being almost same 
as opening stanza. Others are way 
off. Second week of “White Heat” 
at Stanley is diving 

Estimates for This Week 

Fulton ‘Shea) (1,700; 45-85)— 
“Abbott-Costelio Meet Killer” (U). 
Drab $6,500. Comes out after one 


week Last week, ‘“‘Roseanna Mc- 
Cov” (RKO) (2d wk), nice $7.000. 
Harris ‘Harris) (2.200: 45-85)— 
“Come to Stable” (20th) (2d wk). 
Heading for big $14,000, about 
same as last week 
Penn ‘Loew's-UA) (3.300: 45-85) 
-“‘Home of Brave” ‘UA) Sock 


campaign helping to nice $17,500. 


Last week. “Top O’ Morning” 
Par), $18,000 

Stanley (WB) (3.800: 45-85)-— 
“White Heat” (WB) ‘2d wk). James 


Cagney starrer isn't holding up as 
expected, only $10,000 on wind-up. 
Last week, okay $17,500. 

Warner ‘WB) (2.000; 45-85)— 
“Impact” ‘UA) and “Cover Up” 
(UA) Mild $6,000 Last week, 
“Great Feeling” (WB) ‘m.o.), $4,- 
000. 





Crosby Solid $14,000 In 
Port.; ‘Lining’ Big 12G 
Portland, Ore., Sept. 20. 

Good product is pouring coin 
into firstruns this week. <1 Was 
A Male War Bride" is still doing 
biz on holdover at Paramount. 
“Silver Lining” at Broadway and 
“Tep O° Morning” in two houses 
also shape big. 

Estimates for This Week 

Broadway ‘Parker (1,832; 50-85) 
—* Silver Lining” (WB) and “House 
Across Street” (WB). Big $12,000 
or’ near. Last week, “Home of 
Brave” (UA) and “Cover Up” (UA) 
(10 days}, torrid $17,400. 

Mayfair ‘Parker) ‘1,500; 50-85)— 
“Home of Brave” (UA) and “Cover 
Up” (UA) tm.o.). Fine $5,500. Last 
week, “Calamity Jane” ‘(U) and 
“Ringside” (Mono) (9 days), good 
$7,200. 

Oriental (H-E) (2.000; 50-85) — 
“Top O° Morning” ‘Par) and 
“Forgotten Women” (Mono), day- 
date with Orpheum. Solid $5,000 
for Crosby opus. Last week, “Male 
War Bride” (20th) and “Sky Liner” 
(SG), day-date with Paramount, 
torrid $9,700. 

Orpheum ‘H-E) (1.750: 50-85)— 
“Top O° Morning” (Par) and 
“Forgotten Women" (Mono), also 
Oriental. Excellent $9,000 or close. 
Last week, “Great Feeling” (WB) 
and “Kazan” (Col), $8,700. 

Paramount (H-F) (3.400: 50-85)— 
“Male War Bride” (20th) and “Sky 
Liner” (SG) (2d wk!. Terrifie $12.- 
000. Last week, also Oriental, 
smash $17,000. 

United Artists (Parker) (995- 50- 
85) — “Blue Lagoon” (U). Okay 
$7,000. Last week, “Great Sinner” 
(M-G), about same. 


Van Upp Leases Studio 
Hollywood. Sept. 20. 

Virginia Van Upp Productions 
has taken space at California 
Studies here. 
Miss Van Upp and Gines de la 
Torre, Spanish novelist. are script- 
ing the Spaniard’s original “Christ. 
the Man.” 








‘FILM SALESMEN UNION’S | 


POWWOWS SHIFT TO N.0. 


Following two weeks of prelimi- 
‘nary talks, negotiations between 
/the Colosseum of Film Salesmen 
‘and the major distribs for a new 
pact shifted to New Orleans this 
week. Tra.sfer was made at the 
request of the Colosseum’s nego- 
tiating committee, most of whom 
reside in the midwest and the 


south. Employer group, headed by | 


20th-Fox’s labor relations exec 
Clarence Hill, okayed the proposal. 
Other facets of the talks, how- 
ever, are not rynning as smoothly. 
It’s understood that the companies 
are patting up strong resistance 
to Colosseum’s demands for a 25% 
wage hike for the nation’s 1,000 
film salesmen. Company reps have 
also expressed opposition to the 
union's proposals for an extensive 
insurane and welfare fund setup 
in addition to large incréases in 
expense allowances. David Beznor, 
attorney, is acting as spokesman 
for the Colosseum. Sessions in New 
Orleans will be held in one of the 
majors’ exchange headquarters. 

















Print Pinch | 
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= 
are concentrated in another area. 


This is not actually a shortage, they 
maintained, since the film is gen- 


erally not earmarked for general 
release until after iiie mass book 
ings have played off. Exhibs, for 


their part, claim such a shortage is 
important to them because the 
more rapid playofis of other pie- 
tures makes it necessary they get 
all new product as fast as possible 
Depends on Pix 

Spokesman for Metro declined te 
state the number of prints released 
on each picture last year but said 


the average per film now runs 
about 310-325, intimating that 
marks a slight boost. Metro allo- 


cates the number of prints per pic- 
ture on the anticipated demand for 
them. Thus, a smalti-budgeter on 
which there is not too much 
rush by exhibs may have only 275- 
289 prints released. On more im- 
portant films, however, where ex- 
hibs want the film early to take 
advantage of national advertising 
campaigns, the company may turn 
out as many as 350. 

Twentieth-Fox sales veepee Andy 
W. Smith, Jr., also declined to dis- 
cuss the average this vear with that 
of last year but averred 20th has 
“consistently increased” the num- 
ber of prints. On the subject of 
saturation bookings, which 20th has 
probably gone in for more heavily 
than any other company, he denied 
this creates a shortage. Smith noted 
that 20th is releasing 5C¢ prints of 
its upcoming “Father Was a Full- 
back.’ Reason for this is to give as 
many exhibitors as possible a 
chance to compete for the prizes 
offered by the company for the 
best ad-publicity campaign on the 
picture. 

Paramount sales chief Alfred W. 
Schwalberg noted the shortage al- 
most a month zgo,. when he inau- 
gurated his new zoning system. Un- 
der this plan, when the company 
releases two films a month, the 
country is divided into “A” and 
“B” zones. Each holds all prints on 
each picture for two weeks and 
then the two territories swap them. 


Schwalberg at the time said Par | 


had not decreased its number oi 
prints but launched the system to 
a the necessity of upping 
them. 


To date, the only solution offered | 


to the problem is cooperation be- 
tween neigh>oring exchanges. Un- 
der this 
branch bookers in adjacent areas 
work out their bookings with ex- 
hibs so they can interchange prints 
on different pictures for the mutual 
benefit of all. 


Monks’ Atomic Pic 


Scripter John Monks, Jr. has 
shoved off for the Coast on a hunt 
tor a bankroller to foot the nega- 
tive costs of a feature-length filmi- 
zation of Dr. David Bradley's “No 
Place to Hide.” book published last 
vear on the atomic bomb and the 
results of the Bikini tests. Monks 
and Pare Lorentz, former chief of 
the U. S. Army’s film division, re- 
cently collabbed on the script of 
the pic. 





Originally intended as a briefie. 


duo have expanded the scenario 
and will shoot for regular thea- 
trical distribution in conventional 
houses. Film is to be shot in New 
York, San Francisco and Chicago. 


pro-tem arrangement, 


| The Affair Blum 
product in the art house circuit. 
| Based upon a 1926 German coun- 
'terpart of the Dreyfuss (French) 
‘scandal, it is a frightening echo 
of that anti-Semitic mood among 
some German circles which ulti- 
/mately was fulfilled in the Nazi 
terror. Film was turned out in 
the Russian zone of Berlin without 
any apparent Soviet interference. 
This film is a macabre study in 
the technique of legal lynching. 
Factually narrated with a rich den- 
sity of detail and characterization, 
the film manages to convey that 
nightmarish feeling of being help- 
less in the face of an overwhelm- 
ing horror. Although this story 
ends with justice still prevailing, 
the happy note is only tentatively 
sounded before the shadow of the 
future. 
The story opens with a vicious 
murder for money committed in 
the desperation of poverty by an 
unemployed ex-soldier. Before he 
is picked up, the police already 
fix upon a theory that a Jewish 
industrialist, remotely connected 


with the victim, is guilty of the 
crime. Motivated by their antt- 
Semitic bias, the police use the 


real criminal to spin a web of cir- 
cumstantial evidence around the 
innocent man. 

No simple whodunit, the film is 
projected on the larger canvas of 
the Germar: political scene. The 
accused Jew is caught up ii a 
hostile bureaucratic apparatus that 
tries to use him as a whipping 
post for the German liberals and 
leftists. The Jew, however. is fin- 
ally rescued by an honest detective 
who amasses enough conclusive 
evidence to confound the bigoted 
prosecutors. 

The thesping is in the highest 
tradition of European films. Kurt 
Erhardt gives a brilliant portrayal 
of the half-stupid, half-cunning 
killer who improvises his alibis to 
suit the needs of the police. Paul 
Bildt and Gerhard Bienert, as the 
anti-Semitic police magistrates, 
are forceful without overplaying 
their hands. Claus Becker, as the 
Jew, has a small, but well-executed 
role, while the rest of the cast 
turn in flawless performances. — 

The production is massive in its 
piecing together the ramifications 
of the plot and every foot of cel- 
luloid counts Technical aspects 
of the film are handled with tra- 
ditional! German en 

erm 


Treasure of ttonte Cristie 
Hollywood, Sept. 17. 


Screen Guild release of Liopert (Leon- 
ard S. Picker’) production Stare Glenn 


Langan. Adele Jergens, Steve Brodie: fea- 
tures Robert Jordan. Michael Wholen, 
George K. Davis. Margia Dean. Michael 
Vallon. Sidney Melton. Directed by Wil- 
liem Berke. Original screenplay. Aubrey 
Wisbere. Jack Pollexfen: camera. Ben- 
jamin Kine, ediiov Stantey Fraren. Pre- 
viewed Sept. 13, “49. Running time, 76 
MINS. 


Glenn Langan 
Adele Jergens 
Steve Brodie 
Robert 'ordan 
Michael Whalen 
Georee K. Davis 


Edmund Dantes 
Jean Turner 
Earl Jackson 
Tony Torecelli 
Lieutenant Perry 
District Attorney 


Nurse Margia Dean 
Papa Torecelli Michael \ation 
‘Tyson .. Sidney Metton 
Jailer ae Brian O'Hara 
Boatswain Robert Boon 
| Miss Jean Terner Jeritaa Novak 
Pawnbroker Jimmy O'Neil 
Devuty Sheriff Curtis Jarrett 
Bailev Cheries Keagan 
6 aa Larry Rarton 
Roberts. Rube Schaeffer 
ss re Don Junior 
Norris Jack Power 
Mason Tamison Shade 
Carlo Torecelli Johnny Cseine 


Chinese Waiter Kem Tang 


“Treasure of Monte Cristo” 
starts off with a good title and 
otherwise proves satisfactory for 
secondarv kings. It's no cos- 
tumer, despite the handle. being 
laid in present-day San Francisco, 
and gains some production advan- 
— because of the location film- 
| ing. 

Script could have been more 
clear cut and less wordy, but play- 
ers take the action on the run and 
turn in sound performances under 
William Berke’s characterization- 
building direction. Glenn Langan 
| is seen as a descendant of the fab- 
, ulous Monte Cristo. A second mate 
on a freighter, Langan lands in 
Frisco, rescues beautiful blonde 
Adele Jergens from thugs. She 
poses as an heiress. asks him to 
marry her so she can claim her 
fortune and prevent it from falling 
into the hands of her guardian. 

Steve Brodie makes his crooked 
lawyer role the standout of the 
trouping. He's conniving to dis- 
cover where an old Cristo fortune 
is hiding. using Miss Jergens as 
bait to trap Langan. Latter is 
framed for a murder, escapes. 
|prison and tracks down the plot- 
ters. Windup has Brodie and his 
henchmen shot down and Miss Jer- 
| gens in Langan’s arms. 

_ The Leonard S. Picker preduc- 
tion for release by Lippert ‘for- 
meriy Screen Guild) makes sound 
use of the Frisco locale and Ben- 
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jamin Kline’s lensi 
addition to the g 


is expert. In 
work by the 
_three cast toppers, excellent sup- 

rt is rendered by Robert Jordan, 


| Michael Whalen, George K. Davis, 
Michael Vallen and others. Au- 
brey Wisberg and Jack Pollexfen 
served as associate producers as 
well as doing the original script 
Brog. 


Dear Mr. Prohack 


(BRITISH) 
London, Sept. 7 

GFD release of J. Arthur Rank-lan Dai- 
rymple-Wessex production. Stars Glynis 
Johns, Sheila Sim, Cecil Parker, Hermione 
Raddeley., Dirk Bogarde. Directed by 
Thornton Freeland. Screenplay by Dal- 
rymple, Donald Bull, from novel by Ar- 
nold Bennett; camera, H. E. Fowle. Nigel 
Huke; editor, Sidney Stone: music. Temple 
Abady. At Odeon, London, Sept. 7. ‘49 
Running time, 91 MINS. 
Arthur Prohack 
Eve Prohack 
Mary Prohack 
Charles Prohack 
Mimi Warburton.. 
Lady Maslam 
Sir Paul Spinner... 
Nursie 
Cartwright 
Ozzie Morfey 
Sir Digby Bunce 
Polish Manservant 





Cecil Parker 
Hermione Baddeley 
Sheila Sim 

Kirk Bogarde 

of Glyni« Johns 
. Heather Thatcher 
Campbell Cotts 
Frances Waring 
Russell Waters 
Denholm Elliott 
Henry Edwards 
Charlies Goldner 


Arnold Bennett’s well-known 
story has been brovght up-to-date 
for this Wessex film and the result 
is 10 minutes of sparkling enter- 
tainment and 70 minutes of vary- 
ing tedium. It is only so-so for 
the home trade—or the American 
market. 

The iain sittiation provides for 
good vigorous fun, but most of the 
opportunities have been missed 
The principal character is a treas- 


ury civil servant accustomed to 
handling millions of pounds of 
public money, who gets into in 
awful mess when he is left £ 250.- 
000. His no-good son fleeces him 
for £50.000: his wife acquires a 
butler, chauffeur and a big town 


house, and his daughter marries a 


well-meaning civil servant. In the 
end, a crazy financial adventure 
vields a profit of a further £ 250.- 
000, which he hands over anonvy- 
mously to the Treasury as con- 
science money. 

In the opening stages, there is 


a keen satirical atmosphere show- 
ing the typical British civil serv- 
ant’s mind at work, with pungent 
dialogue and _ crisply’ directed 
scenes. Unhappily, this pace is not 
maintained. and the subsequent 
story is allowed to drag on in a 
dull, unimaginative wav 

For this, the major blame must 
fall on the seripters, because the 
main performance by Ceci! Parker 
is always flawless and is unfailing- 
lv in ‘the right key. Hermione 
Baddeley is”auite at home as his 
simple-minded, ambitous wife, and 
Sheila Sim and Dirk Bogarde are 
neatly cast as their offspring. 
Giynis Johns is pertly attractive 
as Prohack’s confidential secre- 
tary. but Heather Thatcher tends 
to overdo the part of the iiied 
lady who regards herself as a fi- 
nancial wizard. Muro. 


Barry 
(FRENCH) 


Cannes, Aug.30. 
Jeannie Films release of Sacha Gordine 
production. Directed by Richard Pottier. 
Stars Pierre Fresnay; features Simone 
Valere, Mare V«ibel, Pauline Carton. Ger- 
ard Landry. Screenplay, Benno Vienv: 
camera, Charles Suin; editor. Madeleine 





Gog. At Theatre aux Etoiles, Cannes. 
Running time, 105 MINS. 

ie wee Eee Pierre Fresnay 
ae . SEeeroorrroors: Mare Valvel 
IRN 6 052-4405 hee oe Simone \alere 


Gerard Landry 
.. Pauline Carton 


_ Weak scripting and static diree- 
tion get in the way of an interest- 
ing theme. Pic has Pierre Fresnay 
as the marquee appeal. Some tight 
editing may make the film more 
wieldy, and novel setting and dog 
appeal would make it a good bet 
for second-run houses. 

Film has locale high in the fro- 
zen Alps, in the monastery of St. 
Bernard dedicated to aid unfortu- 
nate travelers with the aid of their 
St. Bernard dogs. Barry. a dog, 
and his master, Fresnay, stand out. 
Hokum enters in the form of an 
old friend saved by Barry who 
turns out to be the cause of Fres- 
nays taking the priesthood. A 
flashback gives the story of the 
girl's love for his best friend. The 
priest, now a good pal. tries to heip 
the two marry over the objections 
of her father. There are many mis- 
understandi. gs and sacrifices as 
the two lovers are separated be- 
cause of a lost letter. 

Scripter split story between the 
lovers and Fresnay’s spiritual life, 
and as a result neither of them 
comes to life. Barry, the massive 
St. Bernard, fares the best as the 
stout-hearted dog who becomes a 
legend. - 

The rescue work is brilliantly 
lensed. Fresnay gives a fine per- 
formance though limited to the 
pattern set by the script. Suppurt- 
ing cast is adequate, with Simone 
Valere ringing the hell in her emo- 
tional scenes. Mosk. 
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THE WHOLE INDUSTRY KNOWS 


as Been. Delivered 


because: 


SENSATIONAL PRE-RELEASE RESULTS range from better than 1949 
leaders like “Paleface,” “Whispering Smith” and “Sorrowful 
Jones to figures topping peak-era 1946 leaders like “Two 
Years Before The Mast” and “Blue Skies.” 


LANCASTER AND CALVET ARE DYNAMITE TEAM—with America com- 
pletely Calvet-conscious as she finishes a whirlwind coast-to- 
coast tour, guest-stars on top radio shows heard by millions 
..and gets a terrific national magazine build-up. 


NOW IT GOES INTO GENERAL RELEASE arming exhibitors with 
positive proof that one of the year’s outstanding pieces of 
boxoffice merchandise is 


BUR ct i oe LAE PETER | 


LANCASTER - HENREID - RAINS - LOR E 






‘gm A HAL WALLIS Production 













with SAM JAFFE and introducing 


\, _CORINNE CALVET 


e Directed by WILLIAM DIETERLE 


, Story and Screenplay by Walter Doniger - Additional Dialogue by John Paxton 
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22 
Majors 


Company prexies and foreign 
managers, meeting in New York 
Monday (19) agreed, after long dis- 
cussion, that no practical formula 
could be found to cope with indie 
producers or minor exporters. 
They would curb them from grab- 
bing a disproportionate share of 
the coin to be made available by 
the Economic Cooperation Admin- 
istration to pay for pix sent into 
Germany Majors decided 1 
they must depend on ECA assur- 
ances that it would see that all 
facets of the industry get an even 
bre ak 

As a result, the toppers, conclav- 
ing under the chairmanship of Mo- 
tion Picture Assn. of America 
prexy Eric Johnston, agreed that 
each of the majors would select the 
pix it wanted to ship to the Reich 
and submit them to the ECA on its 
own. A suggestion that a commit- 
tee be formed to choose the pix 
and submit an agreed-upon num- 
ber for each company was shelved. 

ECA has not determined as yet 
the total amount to be allotted for 
films. It has an appropriation of 
$10,000,000 to cover all information 
services and it was said at the 
meeting that films might get be- 
tween $2,000,000 and $4,000,000 of 
this sum 

ECA has pretty well agreed that 
it will compensate the companies 
for all out-of-pocket expenses for 
prints, etc., plus a percentage of 
negative cost for pix which it ap- 
proves. These must meet the stand- 
ards that they further the purposes 
of the ECA, that they be consistent 
with the national interest and that 


bieat 


they show the best elements of 
American life. 
Films can be shipped into the 


Reich even if they don't meet these 
requirements, but ECA won't pro- 
vide any compensation for them. 
They'll be subject only to censor- 
ship regulations set up by the Ger- 
man industry 

What the majors have feared is 
that Samuel Goldwyn and other 
indies who have not previously 
been exporting many of their pix 
to Germany—while the majors 
have been cooperating with the 
Military Government by doing so— 
will jump in with a whole flock of 
product now and get a dispropor- 
tionately large share of the ECA 
appropriation Likewise, it is 
feared that minor exporters will 
buy up a lot of pix for Germany 
and cop an unfairly big part of the 
funds. 

MPAA companies were search- 
ing for a formula that would give 
each of them and the indies a pro- 
portionate share of the ECA 
money. This would have been 
presented to the ECA for its ap- 
proval. Since such a formula ap- 
pears to be impractical, evereyone 
now will be on his own. Majors 
have agreed among themselves 
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CARY GRANT - ANN SHERIDAN 


‘| Was a Male War Bride’ 
A 2th Century-Fox Picture 
On Variety Stage—JACK HALEY and 
MARTHA STEWART 
On tee Stage—"“HAWAIIAN NIGHTS” 
Starring 10AN HYLOOFT and 
ROXY:: 
RADIO CITY MUSIC HALL 
Rockefeller Center 
rid Michael 


pas 
‘MAN COTTEN WILDING 
in ALFRED HITCHCOCK'S 


“UNDER CAPRICORN” 


Color by TECHNICOLOR 
A Transatlantic Picture 
Released by Warner Gros. 


SPECTACULAR STAGE PRESENTATION 








7th Ave. & 
50th St 
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JOHN WAYNE 
“THE FIGHTING 
KENTUCKIAN’’ 


A Kepublic Pieture 


Brandt's MAYFAIR "th Svs. & 

















Give Up on Finding Formula To 
Prevent Indies ECA-German Putsch 


that each company will send in 
only 15 pix to avoid flooding the 
market. This may be revised, 
however. if a large number of indie 
pix threaten a flood. 





$1,000,000 Fund Okayed 
Frankfort, Sept. 20. 
Fund of approximately $1,000,- 


000 to pay American film com- 
panies for about 35 pix sent into 
Germany between Aug. 1 and Der 


31 of this vear has been approved 
by the bipartite public informa- 
tion board here. Money comes out 
of ECA funds and must be okayed 
in Washington, but no difficulty is 
expected on that score. 

The $1,000,000 is in addition to 
$457,000 which had previously 
been distributed to the American 
companies for operating expenses 
up to August. It covers the period 
until the Motion Picture Export 
Assn. gives up cooperative opera- 
tion for the companies here and 
they go into selling on their own. 
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ning offer, distribe respond that 
“the only intelligent bid is on the 
true value of the picture to a bid- 
der’s theatre.’ To the distrib’s way 
of thinking, it has little relation- 
ship to anything except what the 
pic can earn in the particular 
house involved. 
Not Practical Otherwise 

Open bidding is not a practical 
matter, arfother sales exec asserted. 
“The branch manager hasn't got 
the time to sit around all day argu- 
ing over which bid is highest.” The 
distrib is entitled to determine by 
its own standards “what we think 
is the best bid without suggestions 
from an exhibitor.” 

Competitive price on pix is a 
business secret, it is maintained, 
“and normally an exhibitor doesn’t 
want the amount he pays disclosed 
to a rival.” “The big squawk di- 
rected against Confidential Reports, 
Inc. (industry's checking outfit), has 
always been, rightly or not, that it 
allows one distributor to know 
what a theatre is paying another,” 
this exec continued. “Open bidding 
does this very thing.” 

No other business aside from the 
Government discloses winning bids, 
majors’ argument runs. As for the 


Government, procedure is required | 


by law. Pushing the point further, 
one sales staffer said: “When we 
submit a newsreel bid to various 
institutions we never know the win- 
ning figure unless it is ours. We 
don't see why a different rule 


should apply in the industry.” 






Par-RCA 


Continued from page 9% 


selves entering the theatre and 
being seated. 

Whether they fled in fear or 
boredom is anyone’s guess and 
their secret, but there's nothing 
hypothetical about the sudden 
leave-taking at RCA’s demonstra- 
tion of theatre screen television by 
the hundred or so theatre owners 
attending the TOA _ convention. 
What they saw on the big silver 
sheet (20 x 15 feet) could easily 
have been frightening enough to 
cause a vast exodus but a more 
definite clue was the type of pro- 
gramming they viewed. 

KFI-TV being the only station 
on the matinee time, RCA elected 
to use what they were sending out 
from 5 p.m. on. It added up to 
a folk singer with a zither and a 
| singing cowboy with a gee-tar.* It 
was pretty tired stuff and before 
|one went off and the other came 
on the lookers had dwindled to a 
mere handful. 

Those who were willing to ad- 
mit it weve plainly worried about 
| the big screen images. On a throw 
of 40 feet the picture was fairly 
‘clear, going from good on the 
| closeups to fuzzy forms on the long 
shots. Quality lacked uniformity 
| but the audio was first rate. Tech- 





friumph for RCA and theatre tele- 
vision but what the theatre men 
took home on the quality of the en- 
tertainment wasn't very flattering. 
RCA engineers claim to have per- 
fected a projection that can throw 
an image 80 feet to the screen 
without losing definition. Even folk 
singers and yodeling cowboys. 


| 





Pleskow Back to Reich 


Eric R. Pleskow, assistant gen- 
eral manager in Germany for the 
Motion Picture Export § Assn., 
planed back to Frankfort from 
New Yerk yesterday (Tuesday). He 





had been in the U. S. for a month 
discussing with MPEA execs mat- 
ters relating to the transition to 
individual company selling in the 
Reich. 

Visit was Pleskow’s first to the! 
U. S. in four years. He was films | 
officer for the American Military | 
Government in Germany prior to} 
joining MPEA last November. 





| 


Lending Back 
MPEA Staffers — 
Till End of 49 


Metro and Warner Bros., which | 
hired away from the Motion Pic- | 
ture Export Assn. a large number 
of its employees in Germany, have 
loaned them back to the coopera- 
tive American distribution organi- 
zation there so that it can continue 
operating efficiently until next 
Dec. 31, Irving Maas, MPEA v.p. 


and general manager, disclosed 
this week upon his return from 
the Reich. Companies had been 


snaring employees for the organi- 
zations they are setting up in an.- 
ticipation of going into their own 
selling when MPEA ceases that 
phase of its activity at the end of 
the year 

With experienced and trusted 
help harc to come by, the Ameri- 
can distribs, primarily Metro, made 


a lunge for a dangerously large 
number of the MPEA's 237 em- 
ployees. Result was that the out- 


fit was in dangerof having to close 
dowr. before the Dec. 31 deadline 
because of lack of help. 

At Maas’ behest, the companies 
are lending back to MPEA some 
of its former employees. Others 
have been hired by the co-op and 
Maas said this week, after a tour 
of MPEA's seven exchanges in the 
British and American zones, that 
the organization was in position 
now to operate effectively. 

After Jan. 1 the MPEA will act 
only as a service organization, do- 
ing the physical handling for the 
distribs, who will do their own 
selling, booking, accounting, etc. 
Maas said the organization would 
be limited to probably about 50 
employees. 

Since the American distribs have 


tinued operation of MPEA in Aus- 
tria until next September, Maas 
has instituted a “MOPEXAS Film 
Festival” for October. MOPEXAS 
| is MPEA’s Austrian company. Fes- 
tival actually will be like an Amer- 
jican sales drive, with virtually 
every house in the zone booking a 
Hollywoc * film. ‘ 

| Maas is going back to Europe 
in October for an extensive tour 
| of the eastern countries and may 
get to Russia. Deal with the Soviet 
'for purchase of U. S. pix is still 
in the air and the MPEA exec 


will make an effort to nail it down 
if he gets to Moscow. 







Continued from page 5 


_Sings Again.” Distrib is selling 
the pic only in instances where the 
exhib voluntarily offers to boost 
his scales. Col’s stance is that the 
decree in no way bars upped prices, 
but does frown on coercion on the 
part of the distrib to force an in- 
voluntary boost. 

Bid method is the latest to be 
worked out by company attorneys. 
Since price of admissions has a di- 
rect bearing on the amount which 
a theatre can pay for a film, it is 
properly part of a competitive 





offer, it is said. Granted all other 
terms are fairly equal between the 


rival exhibs, distrib would have 
right to award the film to the thea- 
tre op whose scale would be higher 
for the film in question. Only 
change required from present com- 
petitive selling would be to insert 


the theatre scale as a factor, 
| nically it might have been called a | 


Neither U nor EL are hampered 
in four-wall deals, because there is 
no ban on the two companies ac- 
quiring theatres. However, meth- 
od is verboten against the Big Five 
because of a theatre expansion 
freeze. Paramount and RKO will 
be freed of that restriction when 
they lose their theatre tieups in the 


| next few months. 


given the go-ahead signal for con- | 


Autonomous German Film Censorship 


Could K.0.US. Pix 


at Will, It's Feared 





Dixie (French) Test 


Questioned at his homeof- 
fice press interview yesterday 
(Tues.) about anticipated trou- 
ble in the south on the upcom- 
ing “Pinky,” 20th-Fox produc- 
tion veepee Darryl F: Zanuck 
revealed the anti-Negro dis- 
crimination film has already 
been sneaked in the “south.” 
It was in Nice, it southern 
France, he declared, claiming 
reaction was “terrific,” even 
though enly 14 people in the 
audience understood English. 

Turning to the problem 
seriously, Zanuck said he 
couldn't predict the reception 
of “Pinky” in America’s south 
but noted the story is a “per- 
sonal” one, rather than a semi- 


documentary treatment as 
earlier releases in that cate- 
gory of film have been. He 


said the picture would prob- 
ably open in Dallas soon after 
it preems in some of the east- 
ern keys, and emphasized 20th 
would rent a theatre there on 
a four-wall deal if necessary 
to get a test booking. 


























r ~— 
| Zanuck Back | 
= Continued from page 3 quan! 
consideration has always been 


whether the story calls for a for- 
eign locale that could not be re- 
produced in Hollywood. ‘We have 
never made a picture owerseas if 
we could have done it equally well 
in Hollywood,” he said. He noted 
that 20th has pumped $1,500,000 in 
dollars into both “Black Rose” and 
“Prince of Foxes,” adding the cost 
of reproducing sets for these pic- 


tures in Hollywood would have 
been “staggering.” 
Zanuck disclosed the use of 


frozen currency also has never de- 
termined purchase of story proper- 
ties abroad. “Good stories are so 
scarce these days.” he said. “that 
we would buy them in dollars, 
frozen money or gold, if possible.” 
He revealed that, in addition to 
buying “Mudlark” and “The Man 
Who Sank the Navy,” both of which 
had been previously announced, he 
also purchased “Family Skeleton,” 
story by British writer Doris Miles 
Disney. Of these. only “Mudlark” 
may be lensed abroad. 
14 Set to Go 
With only three pictures now in 
work at 20th’s Holiywood studios, 
Zanuck plans to reactivate produc- 
tion activities upon his return to 


the Coast. Preparation on about | 


14 others will start within the next 
three weeks, but the real rush won't 
begin until January or February, 
he said, in order to bypass the holi- 
day season and winter weather. 
First of these will be “Cheaper by 
the Dozen” and “No Way Out.” 
Zanuck also plans to roll a new 
Technicolor musical teaming Dan 
Dailey and Betty Grable before the 
year’s end. Titled “My Blue 
Heaven,” the film is based on an 
original short story, “Storks Do Not 
Bring Babies,” revolving about the 
television industry. 

Zanuck reaffirmed 20th’s policy 
to produce only as many pictures 
as there are good stories and casts 
to match. “We have never had a 
fixed production schedule,” he said, 
“and won't try to line one up to 
match the demands of the releas- 
ing schedule.” He also reempha- 
sized the necessity to lower pro- 
duction costs while maintaining 
quality of product. 

Reminded that indie producer 
Samuel Goldwyn had complained 
last week about the restrictive in- 
fluence of the Production Code, he 
pointed out that total elimination 
of the code would only multiply 
pressure on the industry from vari- 
ous minority groups. 
try has never greatly suffered from 
these restrictions,” he said. “We 


_might have resented them, but the | 


code has been helpful in broaden- 
ing our audience to its present 
level. I have felt handcuffed and 
frustrated by the code at times, 
but I have still been able to make a 
number of adult pictures working 
with it. I think our gains from the 
code have far outweighed the 
losses.” 

* Zanuck hopes to remain in New 
York for the opening of “Pinky” at 


the Broadway Rivoli Sept. 29. He 
said he might have to fly back to 
the Coast earlier, but would still 
return in time for the preem. 


“The indus- | 
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Privilege of censoring American 

films recently given to the Reich 
picture industry may open the way 
|to the same squeeze on foreign 
| product—for the benefit of their 
| own filmmakers—that the Germans 
exercised before the war and even 
before Hitler. That was the charge 
made this week by Irving A. Maas, 
'v.p. and general manager of the 
Motion Picture Export Assn.. fol- 
lowing his return to New York 
from a quick trip to Frankfort 

Maas and the reps of American 
majors in Germany are highly 
perturbed over the voluntary self- 
regulation code which the U. §S. 
Military Government has per- 
mitted the German industry to put 
into effect. The provisions of the 
code are so general, Maas declared, 
that a reason could be found for 
banning practically any picture at 
all. 

The Americans are in a dilemma, 
however, about asking for abandon- 
ment or serious changes in the 
|code. There’s great fear that anv 
, such action will dump them out of 
the present frying pan and right 

into the ashes of governmental 
censorship by the various German 
states. The Laenders (legislatures) 
of these states have already in- 
dicated an itch for control. which 
was only averted by the code of 
self-reguiation put into the hands 
of a combined production-distribu- 
tion-exhibition group. Any weaken- 
ing of the latter’s power may lead 
the Laenders to demand a takeover 
by the government of censorship 
activity. 

Maas, as a result, has come up 
with a partial compromise in his 
talks with American reps in Ger- 
many. He is requesting of Ralph 
Nicholson, director of the Office 
of Public Affairs of the U. S. High 
Commission for Germany, that an 
interpretation of the code—a sort 
of operating procedure be 
adopted and appended to it. Aim 
is to narrow the field of interpreta- 
tion by the Germans of the broad 
general provisions. 

For Example 

One of the clauses, for instance 
provides that there shail be no 
satirization of government. Maas 
pointed out that the Germans thus 
might eliminate such films as “Mr. 
Smith Goes to Washington,” “The 
Farmer's Daughter” and many 


other gentle spoofs which have 
clearly had no ill effects. 
Nicholson, the MPEA topper 


said, has been very understanding 
of the American industry's view- 
point and cooperative. Americans 
are burned, nevertheless, that 
despite a protest by the MPEA on 
June‘ 27, the code was placed in 
force July 19 with no notice to the 
U. S. organization. As a matter of 
fact, MPEA got no official word 
that the code was in effect until 
Aug. 10. 

Germans and the American 
Military Government staff that 
aided in preparation of the seif- 
regulation rules were provided by 
the MPEA with a copy of the 
Hollywood production code as ad- 
ministered by Joseph I. Breen and 
with censorship laws of the various 
States in the U. S. that have such 
legislation. All theatres in the 
British and American zones, where 
the code applies, have agreed not 
to play pictures which do not carry 
' the code seal. 

Another angle which is burning 
the Yank contingent is that the 
British in their sector have granted 
the Germans the right to re-censor 
all films already being circulated. 
That includes 200 or more Amer- 
ican features which have veen 
imported since the end of the war. 
That imposes a tremendous and 
expensive job which Maas and the 
others see as entirely unnecessary, 
since the films were not sent in 
Originally until they had full State 
and War Dept. approval. 


| 
| 
| 
i 





Ed Leven’s Indie 


Ed Leven’'s E. L. Productions is 
currently shooting its second low- 
budgeter to be made in New York 
in recent months. Leven's plan is 
to turn out one about every three 
months. Pix are being distributed 
by Film Classics. 

Picture now in production is 
“Death Trap” from a script by 
James Carhart and Nicholas Win- 
ter. Its cast comprises mostly New 
York legit people, including Jack 
Lord and Carole Mathews as leads 
plus Howard Smith, Tom Peddi, 
Harry Clark, Gene Smith and Hope 
,; Miller, 
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Atlanta Journal 
Ties-In Big With 
All-State Bally 


Atlanta, Sept. 20. 


In a novel promotional tieup be- | 
tween a newspaper and the film) 


companies, the Sunday Atlanta 
Journal has set up a pix mer- 
chandizing system to supplement 


the majors’ distrib forces in the) 


Georgia area. Paper's selling aids 
are being used in conjunction with 
full page color spreads in the Jour- 
nal’s Sunday roto magazine section 
plugging specific pic. 

Under the setup, the Journal's 
ad department sends Georgia ex- 
hibs notices of upcoming picture 
layouts with a suggestion to book 
the film in time to take advantage 
of the promotion. List of theatre 
owners, supplied by the distrib’s 
district office, is also sent tear 
sheets of the ad spreads with 
dates indicating when the pic will 
open in the various towns. About 
a week later, the distrib furnishes 
another list containing the names of 
the exhib holdouts and the Journal 
puts renewed pressure on them to 
buy the film. 


Copies of the ads are also sup- 
plied in advance to the distrib’s 
branch offices for use by salesmen 
in selling small town  exhibs. 
Journal, which has the largest cir- 
culation in the South, has proved 
to be a factor in selling the rural 
exhibs. Distribs have also found 
that the Journal's merchandising 
system has also stimulated adver- 
tising tieins with local business- 
men. 

Charles Einfeld, 20th-Fox pub-ad 
chief, was the first to utilize the 
paper’s merchandising setup for a 
saturation campaign in Georgia on 
“It Happens Every Spring.” BPox- 
office returns, as a result, were 
comparable to 20th’s top grosser in 
the area last year, “Sitting Pretty.” 
Other companies following suit 
have been United Artists on 
“Champion,” RKO on “I Married 
a Communist” and Pargmount on 
“My Frtend Irma.” 











..« And No Potatoes 
Boston, Sept. 20. 

Paramount's local distrib 
staff immortalized Marie Wil- 
son in plaster-of-Paris as a 
stunt for the Boston preem of 
“My Friend Irma” in which 
she starred. 

It was a takeoff on the foot- 
print-in-cement ceremony at 
Grauman’s Chinese theatre in 
Hollywood. Only this time, 
they used Miss Wilson's torso, 
instead of a footprint, and they 
put it in front of a super-mar- 
ket instead of a theatre. Par'’s 
local flack, Arnold Van Leer, 
arranged the stunt. 








507% Cut in Japanese 
Admission Tax Is Urged 
By U.S. Shoup Mission 


Tokyo, Sept. 16. 

Japanese admission tax of 150%, 
which has been in effect since Dec. 
1, 1947, should be lowered at once 
to 100% and reduced still fyrther 
in the future, according to recom- 
mendations by the Shoup Tax Mis- 
sion made public this week. The 
seven-man American mission, head- 
ed by Dr. Carl S. Shoup of Colum- 
bia U., recently completed a four- 
months’ study of Japanese taxa- 
tion and has recommended a re- 
vised tax system tailored to fit 
postwar Nipponese ecoromy. 

In the report, the American ex- 
nerts said with the 150° Japan- 
ese tax “consumers are paying for 
much better films than they are 
getting, and the same is doubtless 
true of many stage performances.” 

Second disadvantage is tax eva- 
sion, of which the mission said it 


found considerable evidence. In| 
|'seen evidence of the handiwork of 


some cases, employees and share- 
holders of Japanese theatre and 
picture companies receive part of 


their pay or dividends in the form | 
of passes or free tickets which | 
|the one we have just witnessed 


they frequently sell. In other 


For Task Force’; PS.:It’s 
An Unusual Trailer, Too 


Hollywood, Sept. 20. 





aboard aircraft carriers of its naval 
laviation pic, “Task Force, was 
‘elimaxed on the U. S. S. Valley 


‘tion of the Navy's Distinguished 
/Public Service Award to Jack L. 


‘topped off by a display of naval 


|“faithful portrayal of the true 


Warner Bros.’ two-ocean preem 


Forge in the Pacific by a presenta- 


Warner. The presentation was 
made by Under-Secretary of the 


1948 totals for the same period. 


USN Kadoses J. L. Warner °4.9 Grosses Compared with 48 


Figures are official, being derived for the most part from reports 
filed with the Securities & Exchanges Commission. Letter G be- 
side percentage indicates a gain, letter L a loss as compared te 








Navy Dan A. Kimball, who lauded 
the WB vice-prexy for contributing 
“to the public’s fuller understand- 


ling of the Navy and its part in na-} 


tional security” in preducing the | 
vic. 

, In the Atlantic ocean, — 
ceremonies were held aboard the | 
Midway in Gravesend Bay where 
Secretary of the Navy Francis P. 
Matthews and New York City) 
Mayor William F. O'Dwyer were in | 
attendance. Gov. Earl Warren of 
California was also aboard the Val- 
ley Forge which showed the Gary | 


Cooper starrer off Long Beach. | 
Screenings on both ships were 


aircraft in action. 


Produced in cooperation with the 
Navy, “Task Force” shows the 
evolution of the aircraft carriers 
from the first one, the U. S. S. | 
Langley, to the modern flat-tops. | 
In light of the current inter-service 
battle for supremacy, the film is 
being sent into release earlier than 
planned in order to cash in on the 





©o Gain 
<ompany Period *49 Total 48 Total or Loss 
Columbia .....One yr. $51,800,000 $46,898,785 11% ‘G) 
Universal ..... 9 Mo. 43,843,581 42,226,950 3% (G) 
20th-Fox ...... 6 Mo. 84,500,376 82,660,467 2% ‘G) 
Metro .........9 Mo. 138,000,000 142,526,000 3% ‘L) 
Paramount ....6 Mo. 79,350,000 85,825,789 7% iL) 
Warners .......9 Mo. 101,242,000 112,415,000 10% ‘L) 
RKO ...........6 Mo. 49,000,000 56,181,555 11% ‘L) 

J Crain ‘Does A 

eanne Urain es 


Jolson’ in Marathon 
P.A.’s to Plug ‘Pinky’ 


The pix industry’s current re- 
vival of showmanship, recently set 


‘off by Al Jolson’s New York thea- 


tre tour for Columbia's “Jolson 
Sings Again,” was pushed ahead by 
a similar metropolitan junket by 


Jeanne Crain last week. The 20th-, 
| Fox star, making her personals in 
Zanuck's | 
“Pinky,” toured 13 Skouras and | 


behalf of Darryl F. 


RKO theatres on Thursday and 
Friday nights (15-16) and followed 
through on Saturday with pitches 
at the Rivoli and Roxy on Broad- 
way. 

Miss Crain did a solid selling 
job for the pic in a swing that 
stretched from Long Island to 
Jersey City. She was accompanied 
by columnist Ed Sullivan who han- 
died the intro chores. On stage, 


newspaper publicity. | Miss Crain bantered with Sullivan, 


Following the screening aboard 
the Valley Forge, Kimball said the 


spirit of fighting men requires out- 
standing talent. Today, we have 


a genius. Our nation is greatly in- | 
debted to its citizens who possess | 
the ability to produce motion pic- 
tures of the sterling qualities of 


repeated some bits from her pre- 
vious films and wound up with a 
plug for her new vehicle, “Pinky.” 
It was a fast on-and-off stint that 


| pleased the customers although far | 
| from having that Jolson impact. No 


mention, incidentally, was made of 
the pic’s Negro theme. 

Advance notice of Miss Crain’s 
appearances hiked the b.o. at vir- 
tually all the houses in the tour 


cases, ticket takers pick up ducats | The man above all responsible for | despite the lack of the fancy bally- 
at the door and return them to the | the success of this world premiere | hoo trimmings that marked the 


boxoffice for resale. The tax mis- 
sion said a third possible disad- 
vantage to the present stiff admis- 
sion tax might be “grossly unfair 
impairment of producers’ profits 
and salaries paid to actors and 
others in the industry.” 
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Or any part of Europe? 
Let us solve your feed preblem. 
We serve the American theatrical 
and film colony abroad with all 
their food requirements. 


oa PO - 
° 


Shipped anywhere in the world. 
Order from our carefully prepared 

selections or specify the foods you 
want and we'll do the rest. 















= fresh meats 


for the first time. FRESH (not tinned) 
FOODS shipped to Great Britain 
with our guarantee of SAFE DELIVERY 


or your money refunded. 








overseas food pareels 


A very trying food situation still exists 
in Europe and Great Britain. You will want 


SNGLAND 


ae oS 


to send your friends and relatives the food 
they need and want. Let us do it for you 
quickly, economically, safely. 


Don’t wait—Order now. Send for Catalog VI 


Fraser, 


wsCa. ine 


119 W. 57th St., New York 19,N.Y. Phone Circle 6-4561 


In Evrope, order direct from our London of fice 
69 VICTORIA ST, LONDON S.W.1 + TEL: ABBEY 3858 
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of “Task Force’ is Mr. Jack L. 
Warner.” 


JACK DEMPSEY HITTING 





| TRAIL FOR ‘BIG WHEEL’ 


Picture industry's new program 


|of sending players and execs on 


tour to plug films had a new Holly- 
| wood convert busier this week 
‘than a Golden Glove’s referee. 
| He's Jack Dempsey, who went out 
'on a whirlwind exploitation cam- 
paign on behalf of “The Big 


Wheel,” the Mickey Rooney starrer | 


jin which the ex-fight champ is a 
production partner with Harry M. 
Popkin and Sam Stiefei. 


Manassa Mauler’s campaign had 
its first round in Toronto. Demp- 
sey subsequently will be up at the 
bell in Montreal and key U. S. 
cities, according to plans being 


exploitation manager for United 
aces. which is distributing the 
m. 


In addition to newspaper and 


vited 30 circuit buyers and bookers 
from Odeon. Famous Players and 
others to be his guests at the 
heavyweight boxing tournament at 
Toronto's Maple Leaf Gardens 
Monday (19) night. Prior to taking 
their ringside seats, they were 
hosted by Dempsey at dinner. 


‘<—_ Continued from page 3 eae" 


she is at the mercy of her em- 
ployes. He said he also suffered 
because she thought of the com- 
pany first and the pic second. 


Sears was understood to be agree- 
able to Cowan's withdrawal pro- 
viding UA got $80,000 advanced 
for prints and advertising. UA's ex- 
planation of the reason it has not 
pushed the sale of the pic and has | 
set it back indefinitely on the re- | 
lease slate is that it has only four | 
prints to work with. According to | 
company execs, Cowan has a $30,- 
000 tab due at Consolidated Labs 
and latter won't give up the nega- 
tive so that further release prints | 
can be made until its gets paid off. 
Cowan says he purposely didn’t 
pay the tab because he didn’t want | 
the pie to go to UA. 


Cowan will be in New York from 
the Coast for the next three weeks | 
working on the “Love Happy” com- | 








his “GI Joe.” 


laid out for him by Mori Krushen, | 


| Jolson tour. 





Va. Okays ‘Boundaries’ 
Richmond, Va., Sept. 20. 
| “Lost Boundaries” has been 


given the green light by the Vir- 
,ginia State motion picture censor 
board. No 
made. 


eliminations were 





| SIMPP Charges 


Continued from page 3 
, Johnston to Europe indicated that 
| Johnston “was only paying lip serv- 
ice” to the State Dept. principle. 


ic Ceopération Administration. In 
company with a group of other ex- 
perts representing various media, 
he is to survey whether our Mar- 
| shall Plan aid to European coun- 
| tries is being given proper pub- 
‘licity and to make recommenda- 
tions on the matter. 

| SIMPP has been watching care- 
fully, ever since Johnston's trip 
abroad was announced, to see if 
| MeCarthy woyld go with him. If 
{ the internati 





was clear indication that John- 
ston’s tour was not purely on U. S. 
government matters, but that he 


| would engage in talks on film af- | 


| fairs with foreign officials. For 
\this reason he'd need McCarthy, 
who'd follow through on such dis- 
| cussions. 

' The conduct of overseas negoti- 
ations has been a basic difference 
between SIMPP and MPAA for 





MPAA prexy planed overseas on | 
a six-week mission for the econom- | 


r 1 department top-. 
radio interviews, Dempsey in-| per went, SIMPPites reasoned, it | 





SEC Figures 


Continued from page 3 —— 


early returns for the year pius a 
neat rally in every case has kept 
the impact to a minimum. Every 
one of the majors has reported a 
sharp rally, and the consensus is 
that the companies will outpace 
their own returns for the last part 
of the year. 


Col and U’s Best Reverse-Field 


Peculiarly, the best showing on 
the gross take for the current stan- 
za is made by the two non-theaire- 
owning companies—Columbia and 
Universal. Col is the top company in 
this bracket, with its grosses 11% 
higher than in 1948. It shows $51,- 
800,000 for the fiscal year, ended 
June 30, against $46,898,785 in °48. 
U's recovery brings it 3% higher 
than fiscal °48, with $43,843.581 reg- 
istered for its first nine months, 
ended July 30, against $42,226,950 
last year. 

Hit hardest this year is RKO, 
which lags by 12% for its first half- 
year. Warner Bros. is off by 10% 
and Paramount by 7°. Metro is 
aiso behind last year, in its case by 
3%. Twentieth-Fox is the only 
theatre-owning major to have 
gained during the present year by 
a margin of 2%. 

Recent returns, referring in the 
main to the hot-weather months, 
have been mixed. Columbia has 


| just reported to the SEC a gross of 


$9,603,000 (‘exclusive of foreign) 
for the 12 weeks ended June 30, 
which compares to $9,046,000 last 
year. Paramount showed $37,850.- 
000 (including $4,735,000 from the 
sale of theatres), against $41,272.- 
410 in °'48 for the same second 
quarter. Universal, for its 12 weeks 
ended July 30, came through with 
$13,122,580, against last year’s $12,- 
086,109. 


5 Musicals Into Action 
At Metro in October 


Hollywood, Sept. 20. 


Five tunefilms go into action at 
Metro at a totai cost of more than 
$7,500,000. Melody parade starts 
Oct. 3 with “Annie Get Your Gun,” 
followed at short intervals by 
“Serenade to Suzette,” “Summer 
Stock,” “Duchess of Idaho” and 
“Three Little Words.” 


Musical quintet will make a 
total of nine on the Culver City 
lot this year. Completed are “In 
the Good Old Summertime,” “That 
Midnight Kiss,” “On the Town” 
and “Nancy Goes to Rio.” 

















several years. SIMPP’s position is | Featuring DOUGLAS 4 ENGINE LINERS 


that the State Dept. must be made 


to front for the industry, since ne- | 


| gotiations are then on a govern- 


ment-to-government level. Arnall 
maintains that the picture biz can’t | 


|help but come out second best in 
| industry-to-government deals, since 
| foreign officials have no compunc- 
tion about being high-handed in 
talking with film execs, while 
they’d be most solicitous in con- 
fabs with U. S. State Dept. reps. 
Arnall maintains that Johnston 
keeps going into these negotiations 
a matter of personal glory. 
MPAA execs defend their chief on 
the basis that it is difficult, if not | 
impossible, to get the State Dept. | 
to act in many matters and that 
Johnston has accomplished much 
in his face-to-face talks with foreign 
leaders. 


Johnston and McCarthy planed | 


directly from New York to Paris. 
McCarthy will be away about a 
month and woa't be with Johnston | 
continually. He'll just meet him | 
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26 PICTURES 
Clips from Film Ro 
O44 FOO OHOO OC OH 
stockholders’ meet at Hotel Stevens 
NEW YORK ,. next week. 
Max Youngstein, Paramount's; william C. Shelton, American 


national ad-pub chief, will take off 
late in October on a 3l-city swing 
through the hinterlands to set_up 
the bally campaign for Par's “The 
Heiress.” First port-of-call will be 


L. A. with the ad-pubber then 
trekking to San Francisco where 
“Heiress” opens at the St. Francis 


Thanksgiving weekend. Added field 
force is being hired to plug the 
pic Promotioneers will work in 
each key city, starting eight weeks 
before opening dates. Youngstein 
will huddle with exhibs and theatre 
flacks on point-of-sale media dur- 
ing his trip 

Metro’s second executive train- 
fing course shoved off Monday (19 
at the h.o. with E. M. Saunders, 
ass’'t general sales manager, din- 
ing the six trainees. After Saun- 
ders gave them their sendoff, en- 
tries in the course were put under 
the wing of Charles M. Reagan, 
aide to distribution veepee Wil- 
liam F. Rodgers Attending the 
four-week lectures are “Connie” 
Carpou, William Madden, C. E 
Prince, Max Shabason, Woodrow 
W. Sherrill and Harold Zeltner. 

Louis Astor. Columbia’s circuit 
gales exec, off to the Coast for 
10-day stay confabing with Jerome 
Safron. western division manager 
and will also visit the company’s 
San Francisco office. 

J. C. Bavetta, 20th-Fox district 
manager in the Caribbean area, 
in for huddles with 20th Interna- 
tional prez Murray Silverstone. 

John Todd and James Sym, Liv- 
erpool branch manager and Glas- 
ow salesman, 
Oth-Fox, now vacationing in New 
York. 
a sales drive sponsored by 20th 
nternational. 

Ralph Carmichael tagged by 
Paramount as sales manager in the 
company's Los Angeles branch 
under exchange chief A. R. Taylor. 
Carmichael comes from Metro 
where he held same spot. 

Lester S. Tobias, general sales 
Manager for the newly formed 
Prominent Pictures Corp., off to 
Chicago to hold company’s first 
= : — 


respectively, for | 


Both won the trip as prizes | 


distributor of the French-made 
“Devil in the Flesh,” planed to 
the Coast yesterday ‘Tues.) to sup- 
ervise the film’s dual preem at the 
Uclan and Art-Vista. Before re- 
turning home he'll make a four- 
week national sales trip to arrange 
key city bookings for the pic. 


CHARLOTTE 


Showing of “Gal Who Took the 
West,” at the Imperial, brought 
Charles Coburn here for personals 
and radio broadcasts 

U. S. District Judge Warlick Wil- 
son Sept. 12 refused to grant pre- 
lim injunction in H. B. Meiselman’s 
anti-trust suit against seven film 
distributors and a Charlotte the- 
atre circuit. 

Eddie Hough sold Blair theatre. 
Marshville, N. C., to Everett Enter- 
prices of Charlotte. 

Gael Sullivan, executive director 
of Theatre Owners of America, will 
address meeting ~f the Theatre 
Owners . ssn. of NN *th and South 
Carolina to be held Oct. 23-24 
Another speaker will be Herman 
Levy, general counsel of TOA 

H. H. Everett, of Charlotte, 
bought the Blair. Marshville, N. C.., 
from Edward Hough The pur- 
chase includes only theatre as the 
building remains the property of 
E. C. Robinson, of Wingate. N. C.. 
whose long-time lease to Hough 
has been transferred to the Everett 
enterprise which runs a chain of 
firstruns. 


PITTSBURGH 

Walter G. League, WB circuit 
manager at Olean, N. Y., resigned 
to acquire interest in Strand, Ze- 
lienople, Pa. 

Kal Erdeky, former New Wil- 
mington, Pa., exhib, now working 
for Warners in Greensburg, Pa., 
as assistant city manager. 

George Moore, 20th salesman 
here for 27 years until recently 
released, joined Film Classics ex- 
change. 

Blue Sky Drive-In near Ellwood 
City, Pa., sold by John Wincek 


7 - 
‘and Albert R. Tate to John Fav- 
‘orite and Joe Glorioso, newcom- 
ers to exhibition from New Castle, 


a. 

Jimmy Nash, Jr., will be mana- 
ger of drive-in which his father 
is building with Bert Stearn and 
Harry Hendel on Route 19 near 
Wexford. 

Paul Reith, RKO office mana- 
ger, will serve third term as com- 
mander of Holy Family Post 771, 
Veterans of Foreign Wars. 
| Al Wheeler, who recently re- 
signed from his sales post at UA, 
has gone into men’s wholesale 
clothing biz. 


CHICAGO 


Brick Higher,” 


“One story of 





Purdue University, is preeming at 


the Monroe 

Parthenon, Warner’s Hammond, 
Ind house, has resumed spot 
bookings of vaude. 

George Mahoney, former Joliet 
city manager for Great States cir- 
cuit, with Nick Romano, purchased 
Lidice theatre. 

Jones, 
newed lease on LaSalle, set to be 
razed sometime in 1950. 

Izzy Slavin recuperating in St. 
Francis Hospital from recent at- 
tack. 

“Sword in Destert” opens Sept. 
28 at Grand. 

Allied Theatres of Illinois voted 
to drop traditional boycott against 
special theatre collections and will 


Linick and Schafer re-| 


run trailers and collect fer special | 


polio drive. 

John Dromy, Great States chief 
booker, made Lake County chair- 
man of emergency polio drive. 


PHILADELPHIA 

Paul Kleiman, manager of the 
Pearl, is spearheading a Roy Cam- 
panella Day, at Shibe Park, Oct. 1. 
The Dodgers’ catcher is former 
Philadelphia boy, and the affair is 
a benefit for the Police Athletic 
League. 

Producer Aaron Rosenberg, Di- 


rector Crane Wilbur and a techni- | 


cal crew of 25 have been making 
location shots all week in Philadel- 
phia for Universal-International’s 
“Outside the Wall.” About 25% 
of the film is being made on loca- 
tion here. 

Special preview marked opening 
of new City Line Center theatre 
with proceeds turned over to Va- 
riety Club, Camp for Handicapped 
Children. 


} 


TOA Resolutions 


The following are the high 


Hollywood, ‘Sept. 20. 
spots of the exhibitor-distributor 


relations stand adopted by TOA conventioneers: 


1. A committee of distribs and exhibs must meet to establish 
a fair trade code, subject to approval by the courts or Department 


of Justice. 


2. Distribs must give exhibs sufficient time in which to bid. 
3. Distribs must advise bidders of the result of each award 


within a reasonable time. 


4. Auction bidding, the fairest method, has been declared im- 


practical; as a result, it’s been 


suggested that bidding be done 


through sealed bids with provision that all terms and conditions 
of each be made available to all interested immediately after the 


award. 


5. A method of assuring uniform availabilities, especially where 


small town and subsequent-run 
devised. 


exhibs are concerned, should be 


6. An arbitration tribunal for the airing of complaints should 
be set up, thus avoiding the necessity of going to law. 

7. Distributors should be asked to provide more prints than 
they have been providing, in order to save exhibs in areas where 
the number of theatres is increasing the unnecessary bicycling 


and tagging of prints. 


8. Distribs should be asked to release pix to Army and Navy 
camps a reasonable number of days after they have been shown by 


local exhibs 


9. TOA is opposed to advanced prices on pictures. 


10. Approval has been given 


TOA’s committee working with 


National Screen Service on rentals on trailers for its continuing 


good work. 


11. Distribs should be asked to furnish more press books, mats 


and other selling material. 
12. All theatre owners, includi 
to join TOA, 


ng drive-in ops, should be invited 














Continued 








number of independent conven- 
tional theatres are opposing, but 
Fox-West Coast, an NT subsid, is 
pumping for fast time on grounds 


that it found business did not 
suffer during the wartime clock 
switching. 


TOA convention delegates were 
given the good news that theatres 
will be unaffected by the new min- 
imum wage laws up for passage, 
but the cheer was tempered by 
the bad when A. Julian Bryslaw- 
ski, chairman of the national 
legislative committee, reported 
that the admission tax situation is 
worsening. 











He said that theatres are paying 
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ANOTHER PINE PRODUCT OF. __ 


9 out of 10 Screen Stars use it Lax Gir ave Lovelier/ 


in “Easy Living” 


“Lux Soa 
says Lizabe 
lather well i 


“in a LUX 


Hollywood’s own complexion care really makes skin 
lovelier. In recent tests by skin specialists, 3 out of 4 
complexions became softer, smoother in a short time. 


towel to dry.” You'll love the generous new 
bath size, too—so fragrant, so luxurious! 


Lizabeth Scott as she plays opposite Victor Mature 


Gil” 


sus Ly 


p facials give skin quick new beauty,” 
th Scott. “I work the rich fragrant 
n, then rinse, and pat with a soft 












Fair Trade Code Adoption 








from page 9 


approximately $300,000,000 in ex- 
cise taxes and urged letters to 
Congressmen, trailers, newsreels 
and short subjects as weapons in 
the fight to have the 20% imposed 
as a war emergency measure 
remitted. State and local taxa- 
tion committce chairman Morris 
| Loewenstein revealed to conven- 
tioneers that 37 states are ready 
to start grabbing tributes from 
theatres as soon as the federal tap 
has been removed. 

The President’s Dinner brought 
the convention to a close with an 
outstanding social function. Din- 
ner’s serious note was carried by 
Secretary of Defense Louis John- 
son, who asked TOA to support 
the Government's current drive to 
buiwark its defenses against aggres- 
| sion. Merry-making delegates were 
treated to a top talent show, head- 

lined by Red Skelton, Danny Kaye, 
| Jimmy Durante, Eleanor Powell, 
Jane Powell, Gene Autry and 
champion, Gordon MacRae and 





Phil Silvers under the emceeing 
of George Murphy, with Georgie 
— supplying the musical back- 
ng. 









UA Specials 


Continued from page $ 


though “only real quality pictures 
will be considered, as we wil! not 
let the unit become a slough-off 
haven for pictures that aren't suit- 
able for regular release.” 
Exhibition policy on the pix will 
be entirely flexible in keeping with 
each situation, Lazarus said. In 
some cases they will be sold on a 
roadshow basis, probably at upped 
admissions, while in other spots it 
may be a grind operation. Lazarus 
doesn’t rule out four walls deals, 
but thinks they'll be unlikely. 
“Henry” was handled that way on 
its early engagements, but has 
played no such dates recently. 
The special merchandising de- 
partment as a source of sideline 
profits to UA is the second such 
unit it has set up. Early this year 
it established a television sales de- 
partment to distribute film to TV 
outlets. It has been operating 
with moderate success under John 
Mitchell. Both this and the spec- 


ial merchandising section are proj- 
ects initiated by Lazarus. 









Censorship 


Continued from page 1 = 


stituticn similar to the Legion of 
Decency.” 

“There is too much criticism and 
not enough optimism.” That was 
the theme of the address made to 
the TOA convention by Dore 
Schary, production chief at Metro. 

“Pressure groups should be ex- 
amined and analyzed by everybody 
in the picture business. Sometimes 
| they become absurd. If we were to 
| obey all the strictures that people 
| would seek to impose upon us, if 









we could manage to be everything 


to everybody, we would be releas- 
jing black film with nothing but 


| silence on the soundtrack.” 
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CBS Takes Lead in Fall Sweepstakes 


Though Heavy NBC Guns to 


Come 





While the fall programming+ 

-hedules won't get into their full 

cooper stride for another few) 
weeks, nevertheless the initial '49- 
"50 season ratings ‘since Labor Day 
weekend) are being viewed with 
interest as “straws in the wind” in 
the upcoming competitive battle 
between NBC and CBS. 

For example, Horace Heidt copped 
an 11.2 for his first time up Sun- 
day night on CBS since moving 
over from NBC, with the iatte: 
web's opposite-Heidt sustainer far- 
ing no better than a 3.5. For Heidt, 
it represents a gain of 4.2 over his 
final NBC broadcast. However, 
Heidt faces stiffer competition in 
the fall, his Sept. 4 ‘rating night) 
competition being a summer filler. 
His 11.2, nonetheless, was tops for 
audience pull that Sunday night. 

Interest, too, is manifest in “Cav- 
alcade of America,” which moved 
from Tuesday night at 8 on NBC 
to Wednesday same time. It pulled 
a 5.4 on the initialer, while its 
Wednesday competition on CBS, 
“Mystery Theatre,” pulled down a 
10.9. 


CBS’ 12 Out of 16 


Hooper’s Top 15 on the ini- 
tial fall entries ‘though with 
many of the bigleaguers still 
missing) gives CBS an envi- 
able payoff, with 12 out of 16 
(there’s a two-way tie for the 
15th spot). NBC cops three 
and ABC one. 


Here's the lineup: 





Lux Radio Theatre...... 13.8 
My Friend Irma........ 13.2 
Talent Seouts......secce. 12.9 
Pe w6eceeece sabes 12.0 
ee 11.8 
 } | Sree. 11.6 | 
Mr. ROOM......ccccccces 113 | 
Horace Heidt ~ i 
Mystery Theatre......... 10.9 
? NE 64 6s ss neeeeeen 10.8 
Mr. & Mrs. North. .......10.6 
Comte Teee.....cccoce.- mae 
Mr. Chameleon......... 10.4 
Fat Man coeee 103 | 
Crime Photographer......10.1 
 _  £xrerrrres 10.1 








Labor Day night saw CBS’ re- 
turning “Lux Radio Theatre” and 


“My Friend Irma” falling into its ? e 
Hooper-happy groove, the former § ] 


copping 13.8 and “Irma” 13.2. with 
slight competition 

Thursday night CBS also appears 
get to ride herd, although the Sept. 
1 ratings for the fall-winter regu- | 
Jars ‘are not fully indicative of 
things to come, since NBC was still 
riding along for the most part with 
its summer shows. “FBI In Peace 
and War” hit 9.5, while NBC’s 
Meredith Willson (filler for “Al- 
drich Family”) got 4.0. “Mr. Keen” 
racked up 11.3 against NBC's new 
“Father Knows Best” 5.6. “Sus- 
pense” got a 12.0 against Kraft’s 
summer show's 4.5 (“Screen Guild 
Players” moves into the NBC time 
this fall.) “Crime Photographer” 
did 10.1 against NBC's 3.2 sustain- 
er, but with Perry Como’s new 
Chesterfield show now entrenched 
in the NBC period, “Crime’s” com- 
petition is expected to be somewhat 
tougher. 


K &E Pitches Up 
Ford Radio Show 


Bill Lewis, who masterminds | 
the lucrative Ford-Linceln-Mercury 
business for Kenyon & Eckhardt, 





“ fiaS pitéhed up a fiew show wW ine | 


Detroit auto makers for Ford radio 
sponsorship. It's a half-hour varie- 
ty format called “Show Business.” 
K&E radio billings took a $1,- 
800,000 nosedive when Ford de- 
cided to drop its 60-minute dra- 
matic airer on CBS and confine | 
itself to television this season. As 
result the agency is left with one 
network show, “County Fair.” 


It’s reported that there's been 
gome favorable Detroit reaction to 
‘Show Business,” but that it might 
wind up a Ford Dealers’ program, 
in which case the billings, fronical- 
ly enough, would revert to J. Wal-| 
ter Thompson, which has the deal- | 
ers’ acecunt. 


Ford Dealers also scrammed ra- | 
dio when they relinquished spon- 
sorship of Fred Allen on NBC. 





Blitz vs. CBS 


With the breweries moving into 
bigtime network radio with un- 
precedented coin (Pabst, Blatz, 
etc.), a situation has developed on 
the Schlitz beer option for Don 
Quinn's newly-created “Halls of 
Ivy” show which once more finds 
NBC and CBS in a competitive bat- 
tle for billings. 


NBC has pitched up the Friday 
at 8 period to Schlitz for the Quinn 
Situation comedy, but because of 
its proximity to the Pabst “Life of 
Riley” show, Schlitz doesn’t want 
the time. NBC's alternate offer of 
Thursday night 10:30 is considered 
too late. Meanwhile, CBS has 
stepped into the picture in a bid te 


grab off the show and lucrative ac- | 


count. 


NBC says the Quinn program is | 
strictly an NBC property. And any- 


way, the web is quick to point out, 
Quinn and NBC are practically 
synonymous in view of his 15-year 
Fibber & Molly-NBC association. 


Cops Get Air 


San Antonio, Sept. 20. 


A series of three broadcasts will 
be heard on WFAA from the Con- 
ference of the International Asso- 
ciations of Chiefs of Police being 
held here, for five days. The open- 
ing address of Col. Homer Garri- 








BEN LUDLOW 
MUSIC 

Call the Police—CBS 

Scattergood Baines—MBS 


Anybody Want 
Half of Groucho? 


which 











Elgin-American, agreed 


i'to a deal involving switchover of 


its Groucho Marx show from ABC 
to CBS for continued bracketing 
with Bing Crosby on Wednesday 
nights—a deal involving consider- 
ably more coin for the sponsor— 
wants to get off the hook. 

Elgin-American is committed to 
start picking up the half-hour tab 
Oct. 5, but has been frantically 
scouting the field for another bank- 
roller to share 15 minutes of the 
program. CBS has agreed to such 
an arrangement, as long as there's 
no product conflict or other sensi- 
tivities involved. 

Comedian’s sponsor tried in vain 
to interest Liggett & Myers, on be- 
half of its Fatima cigaret, to come 
in on the share basis. Unless it can 
unload, Elgin-American is obligat- 
ed to carry the whole load. 


ROY LANGHAM QUITS 
AS RWG EXEC SECY. 


Roy S. Langham yesterday 
(Tues.) submitted his resignation 
as national executive secretary of 
the Radio Writers Guild, effective 
Jan. 1. Reason given by Langham 
|is that work of negotiating the 
minimum basic agreements cover- 
jing network and agency shows is 
finished, that by the end of the 
year the Guild will have certified 
| with the National Labor Relations 
Board and he wants to get into 
some more active field. Resigna- 
tion will have to be accepted by 
the RWG national executive com- 
| mittee and national council. 

Before being appointed to the 
Guild post, Langham was with 








son, Director of the Texas Depart-| CBS for 12 years, serving as as- 
ment of Public Safety, will be the | sistant to the director of broad- 
first to be aired over WFAA and casts and manager of network op- 


WFAA-FM. At the noon session, 





‘erations division. 





Conn, Stations Shy from Bowles’ 
Radio Talks as G.0.P. Cries ‘Politics’ 


Hartford, Sept. 20. 
White heat of Connecticut poli- 
tics has struck at the weekly radio 


| talks of Gov. Chester Bowles. Se- 


Union Beefs as WBT 
Lays Off 10 Technicians 
In Picketing Aftermath 


Greensboro, N. C., Sept. 20. 

WBT, Charlotte, has discharged 
a@ group of engineers who had pick- 
eted the station over a contract 
dispute without striking. 

Ten of 16 technicians were noti- 
fied their employment ended at 
midnight Saturday (16). 

A spokesman of the Internation- 
al Brotherhood of Electrical Work- 
ers charged that the discharge was 
due to “union activity” and said 
charges of unfair practices would 


be filed before the National Labor 
Relations Board. 


WBT, 50,000-watt CBS affiliate, 
has been operating without a con- 
tract“ with the IBEW for several 


months. The engineers began pick- | 


eting the station when nogtiations 
bogged down. 


_ries, started after Gov. Bowles took 


office last season, is the target of 
the Republican Party here. Claim 
that it is a political presentation 
and as such they are entitied to 
equal time to respond. 

Current series began last week 
and is being aired by 15 Connecti- 
cut stations, with WTIC originat- 
ing. WTIC is only Hartford station 
airing the show live, with WCCC 
and WTHT routing it the et way. 
As the result of a letter issued by 
Republican State Chairman Clar- 


ence F. Baldwin and sent to all | 


Connecticut stations, two Nutmeg 


|of stations carrying the talks. A 
shortness of notice of start of fire- 
side chats at the start of the fall 
reason had many scurrying around 
for a spot to et show. Governor's 
office only Thursday (15) notified 
stations of anticipated talks. 

Before they could properly pro- 
gram talk and confirm show carry- 
ing to the prexy’s office, along 
came the Baldwin broadside. It is 
no secret that a few were scared 
away from using the show. Couple 
of stations have fumbled their way 
out by claiming they did not want 
to be involved in anything of a con- 
troversial nature. Weekly talks by 

a Connecticut governor have been 
aired for years and have been must 
for Connecticut ethers. Have also 


airers have acceded to demands of | been considered as “dial twisters,” 
the GOP—WHAY of New Britain | but were carried as public service. 
and WAUZ of New Haven. Former | Current blast is an out for sev- 
states that it will set up a board eral of the stations. Series of talks 
of “competent” observers to check was promulgated by Republicans 
each talk by the Governor. If and seveyal years ago. At one time John 


when this board decides a talk by Bailey, chairman of the Democratic | 


the state prexy is politico, a com- | Party for the state, protested about 
parable time will be offered to a Repulican series, but nothing 
Repubs. Incidentally, Bowles is ever came of it. 


Democrat and ADA. Bowles gives his talks on current 


Network 


Walter Thompson. 


Young & Rubicam. 
Starring Boris Karloff. Mystery 
Bing Crosby. Music-comedy. 
| Newell-Emmett. 





Premieres 


(SEPT, 21-OCT. 1) 


Following is a list of the new and returning shows scheduled for 
launching on the major radio networks during the next 10 days: 


Sept, 21 
This Is Your Life. Audience participation. Wednesday, 8 p.m, 
NBC. Philip Morris cigarets. Biow. 
Great Gildersleeve. Comedy. Wednesday, 8:30, NBC. Kraft. J, 


Sherlock Helmes. Mystery. Wednesday, 8:30, ABC. Petri Wines, 


. Wednesday, 9, ABC. Sustaining, 


Wednesday, 9:30, CBS. Chesterfield, 


| Burns and Allen. Comedy. Wednesday, 10, CBS. Block Drug Co. 
Cecil & Presbrey. 
SEPT. 24 
Quick as a Flash. Quiz. Saturday, 4:30 p. m., Mutual. Helbros 
Watches. Dorland. 
John B. Kennedy. News commentary. Saturday, 7:55, Mutual 
Murine. BBD&O 
SEPT. 25 
| NBC University Theatre. Drama. Sunday, 2 p. m, NBC. Sus- 


| taining. 
| Harvest of Stars. Music. 
vester. McCann-Erickson. 
Adventures of Sam Spade. 
| BBD&O. 


| 
| 


Sunday, 5:30, NBC. 
Mystery. Sunday, 8, NBC. 


American Album of Familiar Music. Music. 


International Harm 
Wildroot 


Sunday, 9:30, NBC. 


Sterling Drugs. Dancer, Fitzgerald & Sample. 


SEPT. 29 
California Caravan. Drama. Thursday, 8 p. m., Mutual. Sus- 
taining. 
Duffy’s Tavern. Comedy. Thursday, 9:30, NBC. Blatz Beer. Kas- 
tor, Farrell, Chesley & Clifford. 
OCT. 1 
Religion in the News. Religious commentary. Saturday, 6:15 p. m, 
NBC. Sustaining. 
Vaughn Monroe, Music. Saturday, 7:30,CBS. Camel cigarets. Esty. 
Gabriel Heatter Opportunity Show. Talent showcase. Saturday, 


8:30, Mutual. Sustaining. 
Judy Canova Show. 
Bates. 


Comedy. 


Saturday, 10, NBC. Colgate. Ted 





Franco Resignation to Cue Y & R : 
 Returnto Old Time-Buying Concept? 





| WCKY’s 20th Anni 


Cincinnati, Sept. 20. 

| WCKY, which sprouted from a 
5,000-watter in Covington, Ky., 
“one minute from Cincinnati,” as 
the original identification had it, 
to one of the few independent 
50,000 watters, celebrated its 20th 
anniversary Friday (16). 

L. B. Wilson, president and gen- 
eral manager, assumed control in 
1931 when the station was in its 
second year. Power was increased 
to 10,000 watts in 1937 and to its 
present signal in 1939 when offices 
and studios were moved across the 
Ohio River for Cincinnati lodging. 


Fatima Fans 





Considerable jockeying is going 
/on between NBC and CBS for the 
| Fatima cigaret (Liggett & Myers) 
business. Company has served no- 
tice on Columbia that it is drop- 
ping the Saturday night Basil Rath- 





| bone aire, “Tales of Fatima.” Can- 
cellation on time and show has 
been sent in, effective after the 


Oct. 1 broadcast. 

If the ciggie outfit can find the 
right show, however, it will return 
to network radio, but not neces- 
sarily CBS. Meanwhile, NBC has 
| stepped 


tainers, 
Powell whodunit. Elgin-American 
tried to interest the Fatima makers 
jin sharing half the cost of the 
Groucho Marx CBS show, but Lig- 
gett & Myers doesn’t want any 
| share arrangement but a full hour- 
hour sponsorship. 

| “Fatima” was on most of the 
past season and was taped in ad- 
vance because of Rathbone’s com- 


mitment to tour in the “Hetress” | 


legiter. In recent weeks the for- 
mat was revised to permit for 
guest stars in a bid to hypo the 
rating. Apparently, however, it 
| hasn't brought to the desired re- 
sults. 

Newell-Emmett is the agency. 


Okay WLIB 1506 Sale 


Washington, Sept. 20. 
Approval of the sale of WLIB 








in New York from Dorothy Schiff 


to New Broadcasting Co., Inc., for 
$150,000 was granted last week by 
‘the FCC. New owners of the sta- 


Web Rivalry 


into the picture and is. 
pitching up its two strongest sus- 
“Dragnet” and the Dick. 


* Young & Rubicam’s announce- 
ment over the weekend of the sud- 
den resignation of Carlos Franco 
as manager of the agency's radio 
media dept. actually came as no 
surprise to ex-Y & Rers and others 
familiar with the existing temper 
at the agency and change in time- 
buying concepts. 

With Y&R since 1936, Franco, 
through the years that the agency 
was riding herd in radio with its 
multiple programming and big- 
league accounts, was recognized as 
one of the major time-buyers in 
the industry. (Agency on Monday 
(19) announced that Frank Coulter, 
Jr., who was asst. to Franco, would 
move into the latter's spot). 

With the bowout of Franco, Joe 
Moran alone remains of the 
agency's so-called “old guard.” 
‘(Moran is veepee and associate di- 
rector of the radio division.) The 
Y&R postwar transition has wit- 
nessed several radio dept. regimes, 
from Tom Harrington, through 
Hubbell Robinson, the Harry Ack- 
erman-Gordon Cates setup, Tom 
Lewis, Sylvester (Pat) Weaver into 
the present Everard Meade admin- 
_ istration, 
| Some say that Franco was put 
in an untenable position from the 
immediate postwar days when his 
radio time-buying management was 
divorced from the radio dept, and 
moved into the agency's overall 
media dept. headed by Anthony 
(Tony) Geoghegan, thus inviting, 
it’s contended, too many areas of 
disagreement. 

Immediate conjecture within the 
trade was whether Y&R would re- 
turn to the oldtime concept of re- 
establishing the radio time-buying 
unit within the radio division prov- 

ince. 
, The present setup, many argue, 
never made for mutual understand- 
ing and invited personality con- 
flicts. 


WCCO0’s Cedric Adams 
Becomes 1-Man Industry; 
30-Week Tour Is Set 


Minneapolis, Sept. 20. 

Headaches of 169 nights of hin- 
terlands trouping in the past year 
have brought about a reshuffle for 
newscaster Cedric Adams which 
will give him some nights ai home 
and more dough. 

Adams and WCCO have formed 
Cedric Adams Open House show 
to tour cities in Minnesota, Dako 
| tas, Wisconsin and upper Iowa 08 
30-week schedule beginning Oct- 
15. Show will play houses with 








Claim is made around radio row and contemporary affairs as they tion are Morris Novik, Norman B. | ™inimum seating capacity of 1.500, 


that the letter sent by Republicans | affect state government. It is aired 


‘was responsible for small number on Monday nights from his home. _ 


Furman, Harry Novik and Samuel 
H. Haims. 


if 


charging $1 plus tax admission, and 
(Continued on page 40) 
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RADIO ATTRACTS FRESH COIN — 





CBS Evolves Its Coast Pattern 


Hollywood, Sept. 20. 
Howard Meighan moves here Sept. 27 to assume new duties as 
executive veepee for CBS on the Coast. He succeeds Donald W. 
Thornburgh, but with broader powers. Meighan. first choice of 
William S. Paley for the job, originally balked at 
because he was building a suburban N. Y. home. 


coming here 


CBS top personnel has been shifted also with the Meighan take- 
over. Merle Jones, manager of WCCO. Minneapolis. becomes 
general manager of KNX, Hollywood, and the Columbia Pacific 
network; A. E. Joscelyn, who has been sitting in since Thornburgh 
exited to become president of WCAU in Philadelphia. moves up 
as CBS director of operations in Hollywood. Harry Ackerman con- 
tinues as veepee in charge of network radio and television pro- 
grams in Hollywood, while Kenneth Yourd will be in charge of 
business management for the program operation. Under the new 
executive setup the operation will be similar to the N. Y. arrange- 
ment between network and its flagship station, WCBS—an indepen- 
dent operation on a subsidiary basis. 


CBS prexy Frank Stanton on Sunday made a special transcrip- 
tion of the Coast formula in N. Y. It was flown to KNX for a play- 
back siving the Coast boys an “exclusive” release 





Stations Put Petry on ‘Probation: 
Rep Outfit in $250,000 Expansion 


Petry Day has come and gone,+ 
and the fate of the company that 
for years has set a leadership pat- 
tern among the nation’s station 
reps is still hanging in the balance. 

In a bid to stave off disintegra- 
tion of the most enviable of station 
rep operations, Ed Petry laid out 








RATNER PASSED UP RCA 
IN SWITCH TO. MACY’S 


Although Victor Ratner decided 
last week to exit his veepee promo- 


the red carpet for his flock of well- tional post at CBS in favor of a 
heeled clients. In a day of unprec-. $60,000-a-year ad-public relations- 
edented Petry & Co. activity, he promotion berth at Macy's, N. Y.. 


made an elaborate flipover presen- for a while it was a tossup whether 
tation in an attempt to win back he would move into the Radio 
the good graces of the wavering Corp. of America camp. 


camps, and wined and dined them, RCA, it’s been disclosed, put in 
with a climactic shindig at the . pig for Ratner’s services for an 
Stork Club, N. Y. exec berth in the overall parent 


Out of the jockeying and laying 
of cards on the table, the following 
pattern for the immediate future 
seemed to emerge: 

The relationship between Petry 
and partner Hank Cristol remains 
unresolved, the two facing each 
other with loaded pistols. They, 
along with Ed Voynow, who heads 
the Chicago operation, share equal- 
ly in the profits, but the battle for 
power, which precipitated the en- 
tire fiasco and is still being waged 
in the courts, lies between Petry 
and Crisiol, with station clients di- 
vided ints two camps. 

In his fence-mending presenta- 
tion. Petry pointed out that the 
company would make an_ invest- 
ment of $250,000 for an expanded 

(Continued on page 40) 


Jesse Thompson 
Mutual Casualty 


Jesse Thompson is the newest 
Mutual casualty in the current re- 
organization, which recently also 


operation Ratner de- 
of Macy's. 


company 
cided in favor 


F wer Woes 


Still Beset MBS 


Chicago, Sept. 20. 

Calling of an additional meeting 
of the Mutual board of directors 
for Oct. 4, on the heels of last 
week's regularly scheduled quar- | 
terly session, has cued new specu- 
lation concerning the network. 

It's known, for example, that 
when the board session broke up, 
there were some unresolved net- 
work dilemmas, most of them of a 
financial nature. It’s no secret, of 
course, that the network’s billings 
are way off compared with last 
year, although loss of some heavy 
accounts in recent weeks was off- 
set by some new business. 

Mutual is still in the process of 
cutting its administrative-person- 
nel setup to size. 








| Gaeth 


(0,000 
NeW BIZ PACT 


Over the past weekend two 
major deals were consummated 
bringing $2,000,000 in “new busi- 
ness” coin into network coffers 
ABC, which recently pacted Ozzie 
and Harriet to a $1,000,000 10-year 
exclusive, snared a_bankrollet 
H. J. Heinz—who hasn't been in 
coast-to-coast radio since they 
abandoned sponsorship of ‘“Infor- 
mation Please" some years back 
Heinz picks up the O & H tab (at 
$8,500 a week) starting Oct. 14 
with the show going full web into 
the Friday at 9 slot. On a time- 
talent basis it represents a 
$1,000,000 splurge for the pickle 
makers. 

Additionally 
off $1,000,000 
| Federation’ of 


Mutual has grabbed 
worth of American 
Labor business, 


(labor outfit buying a _ cross-the- 
board commentary 

Moves are significant, not alone 
from the standpoint that the two 
webs have corralled new or radio- 
dormant business, but gives im- 
petus to the “reawakening” within 


radio circles that there’s been no 
diminution in the medium’s sales 
a facet that “stole the 


how” when highlighted at the top 


of the agenda at the recent NBC 
convention in White Sulphur 
Springs. 

AFL deal (though contract not 
finalized in writing) is for a 
cross-the-board news and com- 
mentary strip on Mutual, starting 
the first of the year. Pact would 


be for $1,000,000—one of the big- 
gest tabs yet picked up in radio 
by any labor group 


Segment to be backed would be 
the 10 p.m. quarter-hour strip, 
Mondays through Fridays 
|}up an audience in the period, MBS 
news veepee Abe Schechter is 
| starting a commentary series Mon- 
|day (26), with top gabbers of the 
web taking the assignment for a 
| week apiece. Bill Shirer will kick 
off the first week, to be followed 
in turn by Frank Edwards, Cecil 
Brown, John B. Kennedy 

To strengthen the audience pull, 
Schechter is following the com- 
|mentary with “Mutual Newsreel,” 
|which will vacate the 6:45 p.m. 
slot. Feeling is that at 10 p.m. 
no other web has competing cross- 
the-board news shows. However, 
on Monday nights at 10 the United 
Eleetrical Workers sponsor Arthur | 
over ABC, which will pit 
the AFL aguingt 8 COO a CIO union. 


Mindy Subs Kirsten 


«Hollywood, Sept. 20. 

Mindy Carson substitutes for 
Dorothy Kirsten in two shots dur- 
ing October, and November on 
Frank Sinatra's NBC program for 
Lucky Strike 

She may do six 
will be off for 


more. Kirsten 
the Metopera and 


‘concert dates. 


To build, 





‘NBC Swings H.0. Axe in Unexpected 
~ Greenbrier Post-Mortem; 5006 TV Cut 





Blue Blood-Letting 


Hotlvwood, Sent. 20 


NBC's Sunday blues took 
on a deeper indigo hue last 
week when the kid with the 


blue pencil wouldn't let Frank 
Sinatra extend to Jack Benny 
the usual courtesy of a guestar 
by saying, “we'll be listening 
to you Sunday Censor made 
him substitute “Jack Benny 
day” for Sunday, which now 
makes Sunday a bad word at 
Radio City when referring to 
“that other network.’ 


Suds Salesmen Of 
Duffy's Tavern 
In Blatz Preem 


When “Duffy's Tavern” preems 
on NBC on Sept. 29 under aus- 
pices of Blatz Beer, it will be minus 





the introduction of the two bee 
salesmen cnaracters, James Pep- 
per and I. W. Harper. that Ed 


Gardner had planned to integrate 
into the comedy format at behest 
of the client 

Apparently influenced by the de- 
cision of NBC affiliates to nix 
liquor advertising, network prexy 
Niles Trammell has said “no dice” 
to the Pepper (rye) and Harper 
(bourbon) inferential hard liquor 
plugs that Blatz ‘owned by the 
Schenley people) were anxious to 
weave into the continuity 

Just how the 
with the Blatz - 


decision will rest 
Schenley combine 
hasn't been determined, but Tram- 
mell, given a complete vote of con- 
fidence on all other counts by his 
affiliates at the recent Greenbriet 
convention, doesn't intend to by- 
pass their wishes 

Apparently there's still some in- 
decision as to whether the Cresta 
Blanca (also Schenley) wine plugs 


will be hitch-hiked onto the 
“Duffy” show, also part of the orig 


inal apenserahip asunpoten. 


TRANSIT RADIO RUNS 
| INTO D.C. CURRENT 


' 


Washington, Sept. 20 
An _ investigation to determine 
whether Transit Radio shall be 


continued in Washington will hegin 
next month by the Public Utilities 
Commission Hearings were set 
yesterday for Oct. 27 

Commission action resulted from 
protests by transit riders to radio 
in the vehicles. 

















saw the exit of veepee E. P. H. 








(Jimmy) James. Thompson goes off 
the promotion-advertising depart- 
ment payroll, a move cued to the 
recent reinstallation of Bob Schmid 
as the web's top promotion man. 

In the case of Thompson, who 
was one of the ex-ABC men who 
followed Ed Kobak into the Mu- 
tual fold, it represents a change in 


the basis of the first six months’ 
tisers” 
period. 


business for 1949. Under 


The Si Story Life Mag Forgot to Finish 


Last week Life magazine took a full page ad in the N. Y. Times to herald its No. 1 billings spot on 
the column 
Life gave itself top position with $40,059,716, representing gr@ss space sales for the half-year 


“total investment by adver- 


+ 


' busiress. 


Despite the optimistic 
gendered at the NBC 


aura en- 
affiliates con- 


vention last week by prez Niles 
Trammell, the network this week 
swung its retrenchment axe heav- 


ily throughout the homeoffice. At 
least one staffer was dropped from 
each department in the web's latest 
retrenchment move, said to have 
been necessitated by both a drop 
in radio billings and continued 
heavy television losses 

It has been reported, in fact. that 
NBC will seek to save close to 
$500,000 on TV between now and 
the end of the year. Such a move. 
it's expected, would necessarily in- 
volve far more than what can be 
saved through trimming the staff 
Web's video affiliates conse- 
quently, are expected to feel the 
results Trammell intimated as 
much at their meet at White Sul- 
phur Springs, when the new affilia- 
tion pacts proved almost the only 
points of contention throughout tia 
convention 

Affiliates at the 
ging for the 


meet were 
web to limit the 


plug- 
num- 


ber of free hours weekly to 16, 
same as in radio. NBC exec vee- 
pee Charles R. Denny, however, 
emphasized the web would need a 
much freer hand than that and 
pitched for 21 free hours. Both 
Degny and Trammeil expressed 


wariness over arriving at an 
nomic formula for network TV pro- 
gramming. If the web is to save 
that $500,900, it is anticipated that 
NBC wiil have little room for com- 
promise in its pacts with the affili- 
ates 

Staff retrenchment, following so 
closely on Trammell’s optimistic 
remarks at White Sulphur Springs, 
is believed to be the first tangible 
outcon.e of the Booz, Allen & Ham- 


eco- 


ilion survey of the web's opera- 
tions. Industrial efficiency experts 
have been at work at N&C for sev- 
eral months and their final con- 
clusions are expected within the 
next several weeks. Results were 
anticipated by the end of August 
but it’s now believed NBC held 


them back specifically in order no 
to mar the affiliates’ convention. 


For WHOM 
The Popes Toil 


Taking a leaf (ona strictly local 


level) from the NBC “be-kind-to- 
everybody credo, WHOM. the 
multi-lingual N. Y. indie owned 


by Generoso Pope, the Italian pub- 
lisher, is inaugurating a monthly 
series of cocktail parties for agen- 
cies, clients, trade press, etc. Ini- 
tial shindig takes place tomorrow 
‘Thurs at the station's new and 
elaborate quarters. (It’s estimated 
Pope lavished approximately $500.- 
000 in the past year on new has. 
and transmitter. ) 

The goodwill phase of 
WHOM operation follows in 
wake of an administrative over- 
haul which recently found Pope 
installing his son, Gene, Jr., as 
president in place of another son, 
Fortune, who has returned to his 
father’s well-heeled contracting 
Motive behind the ad- 


the 
the 


ministrative shift, it’s reported, is 
the elder Pope's unhappiness over 
the station's progress in penetrat- 


with CBS in the No. 
Evening Post fourth with $31,399,968 and 


2 spot with $33,605,205 in gross billings; 
ABC network fifth 


the cast of characters rather than 
a retrenchment, with James S. 


Radio acquitted itself handsomely, 
NBC third with $33,489,085; Saturday 


Tyler being brought back to the with $23,565,161, etc ing the foreign-language and Eng- 
network as successor. Tyler, who The radio trade, however, was quick to hop on the fact that Life mag had only told half the story; lish markets In the face of costly 
. had been at MBS from '41-'45, was that Life’s version of “total investment by advertisers completely igr ores t the additional coin (con- outlays. Thus through the Gene 
; subsequently at Time, Fawcett and servatively estimated at 40% of the gross time billings) that network advertisers pour into production- vs. Fortune facelift, plus the 


McGraw-Hill. network programming. the production 


Thompson is regarded as one of 
the outstanding copy men in the 


talent costs. In contrast to the 40°) added costs. required for 
cost involved in magazine advertising comes to 11'2% 


Thus, the radio fraternity points out, the complete picture of 


“drinks on the house” overtures 
it’s hoped to invite clients and a 
favorable press 


el 


“total investment by advertisers’’— 





F radio field. | which must of necessity embrace production costs -would revise Life mag’s Top 10 ranking, projecting , P— 
4 | CBS into the No. i spot with a total gross ‘time and talent-production) of $47, 047,000, with NBC trailing one mn 

for CAMPANA | lose behind in second position with $46,885,000, and Life third with gross billings ‘plus 11'2" produc- Pat Griffith Quits NAB 

ich ASKS 2 MORE | tion costs) of $44,666,000. Washington, Sept. 20. 


The two sets of figures are broken down as follows: 


National Assn. of Broadcasters 


’ WKS. ON ‘NIGHTER’ STAY 


As Life Sees It As Radio Sees It last week announced the resigna- - 
red Although Campana served notice 1 Life $40,509,716 1. CBS $47 047 00 tion of Miss Pat Griffith as direc- | 
ow on CBS a few weeks back that it Se Bee ror ere 33.605 205 2. NBC 46,885,000 — tor of Women’s Activities. Her suc- : 
ko- Was pulling out of “First Nighter”’ 3. NBC "OCTET TC. CT . 83,489,085 caver gs -+ oc be 44 666.000 cessor has not yet been disclosed. ; 
on at the end of the current cycle and 4. Sat. Evening Post .........+.-- 31,399,968 4. Sat. Evening Post ............ 35,011,000 Miss Griffith will become man- 
det. relinquishing the time, the com- Ft ewe seers 23,465,161 D, BE . neces ss somes eeneggnnees 32,851,000 ager of community service for sta- . 
ith Pany has notified Columbia that it CC “SeaeEnEr*' seppngesaenee 12,695.61 6 Mutual 14,391,000 tion WHO in Des Moines. She had 4a 
00, wants a two-week extension. 7. Ladies’ Home Journal ......... 11.776,088 7. Time 14.155,000 been with NAB since March, 1948, iH 
and During that interval Campana 8 Mutual Broadcasting Sa 10.279 274 8. Ladies’ Home Journal 13,130,000 when she became the first exec * 

will determine further whether it 9 Better Homes & Gardens ...... 9.432.845 9 Better Homes & Gardens 10,518 000 secretary of the Assn..of Women 
Wants to drop, or continue. 10. American Weekly ..........+. 9,053 582 10. American Weekly ....... seees 10 160,000 Broadcasters. 








RADIO 








FCC 


Loses Another Round in Bid 
To Put Clamp on Web Giveaways 





The FCC lost the second round ¢ 


of its battle against the giveaways 
when Justice Simon Rifkind of 
U. S. district court said Monday 
(19) he would grant an order re- 
straining the commission from put- 
ting its new rules into effect. The 
restraining order, which was issued 
formally yesterday (‘Tues.), pro- 
vides immunity for ABC, NBC and 
CBS until the legality of the FCC 
curbs is tested by a three-man 
court 

Judge Rifkind. who will also be 
one of the three jurists to hear 
the case, will schedule it for U. 5 
district court for southern New 
York in late October. His deci- 
sion is broader than that handed 
down in Chicago last week, in that 
it covers tele as well as AM and 
permits the networks to launch 
new jackpot programs. 

The temporary stay “came as no 
surprise to the Government,” Max 
Goldman, assistant general coun- 
sel for the FCC, told the court. 
Goldman tried to narrow down the 
size of the umbrella the court gave 
the networks. Protection, he ar- 
gued, should not go beyond the 
status quo to take in giveaways 
now in preparation. “If there is 
an evil,” he declared, “it should 
not be permitted to expand.” 

Web lawyers, however, pressed 
the point that they had money in- 
vested in new bonanza stanzas 
which would be lost if these could 
not be aired shortly. At the same 
time, they stressed, to maintain 
pace with competitors it might be 


(‘Continued on page 40) 


Flock of Permits 
For AM Stations 


Washington, Sept. 20. 

Television notwithstanding, AM 
radio marches on. Last week, the 
FCC handed out nine permits for 
new stations, gave three applica- 
tions hearing status, and desig- 
nated hearings on two other re- 
quests for station expansion. 

The new outlets authorized rep- 
resent an investment of approxi- 
mately $300,000. Largest is a 5kw 
day, lkw night operation on 1290kce 
at Logan, W. Va., to cost $97,500. 

A daytimer to operate with lkw 
power on 1150ke in Akron, O., 
will cost an estimated $50,000. An- 
other Ikw daytimer, to operate on 
1300ke in Cairo, Ga., will cost 
about $28,000, and third, using the 
1150 frequency in Garden City, 
Kans., will cost $37,000. 

Three 250-watt fulltimers, each 
costing about $17,000, will be built 
in Colfax, Wash., Carbondale, Pa., 
and Sitka, Alaska. A 250-watt day- 
timer, costing $21,000, is to be es- 
tablished in Wasco, Calif., and a 
500-watt daytimer in Lincoln, III. 

Given hearing status were appli- 


Mike Hanna Concept 
On Use of FM Pays Off 





Ithaca, Sept. 20. 

The only way FM radio can pay 
off is through public service, ac- 
cording to Michael Hanna, general 
manager of the Cornell University 
Station WHCU and GM of the Ru- 
ral Radio network. Since his take- 
over of the RRN some months ago, 
monthly losses have been halved, 
and prospects are that the opera- 
tion will be in the clear in a short 
while. Already the RRN has at- 
tracted some national sponsors in- 
cluding United Fruit Co., which 
will shell out $25,000 annually with 
RRN. 


Since taking over Hanna has 
been stressing public service on 
the RRN. Network is designed so 
that farmers can get on-the-spot 
advice on crops, last-minute mar- 
ket reports, news pertaining to 
agriculture, dairy farming, etc. 
Operations are timed so that the 
dairy farmer will get news on that 
subject in his leisure. The fruit 
farmer has a different set of leisure 
hours, and the truck farmer is on 
another schedule Needg of all 
categories are discussed when 
those benefiting can afford to lis- 
ten No farm program, he feels, 
can give complete coverage with 
one program. 

Plans are under way to enlarge 
RRN's overage to encompass more 
|stations in New York state and 
Pennsylvania Ultimately, Hanna 
plans tie-ins with FM stations in 
all parts of the country 

RRN is managed by Hanna 
alongside of WHCU which has long 
been a firm believer in making a 
radio station indispensable to the 
community. 


NBC Thrown 
— For Tape Loss 


| Ed Byron, whose high-rated 
|““Mr. District Attorney” goes the 
tape route on NBC henceforth, has 
been engaged in quite a hassle with 
the network over the tape-make to 
be used. NBC was pitching up—and 
insisted on—RCA equipment. By- 
ron was equally adamant in hold- 
ing out for Ampex on the grounds 
that the latter, heretofore chiefly 
identified with ABC programming, 
was superior. 

Recently a compromise was 
achieved whereby Byron would do 
/one “D.A.” audition show on both, 
with the decision to be based on the 
|outcome. Last night (Tues.) a 
\“blindfold” playback was held 








| For RRN Web, WHCU 














MUSICAL DIRECTOR 
Stop the Music—ABC 


‘Trade and Swap’ 


Network of Indies 
Push Plans in Chi 


Chicago, Sept. 20 

Members of Assn. of _ Inde- 
pendent Metropolitan Stations are 
huddling here this week (21-22) 
with a view to extending AIMS in- 
fluence and control beyond the 
34-station setup it now holds. 
Meeting will spotlight the special 
fight of indie radio to exist in a 
network radio-TV world. 

Led by Patt MacDonald (WHHM, 
Memphis) and Steve _ Cisler 
(WKYW, Louisville), AIMS will 
push its trade-and-swap notions of 
hillbilly, western and folk music 
programming. Interested spec- 











| 


tators at the get-together will be | 


the sales members of Independent 
Metropoitan Sales, recently-organ- 
ized sales rep outfit, which al- 
ready speaks for 11 of the AIMS 
| members. 

IMS spokesman has revealed 
that the rep organization, formed 
three months ago, has definitely 
lined its sights on bigger cities 
and sales areas for its future client 
list. IMS already represents KITE, 
San Antonio; KSTL, St. Louis; 
WACE, Springfield, Mass.; WARL, 
Washington; WFTW, Fort Wayne: 
WHHM, Memphis; WIKY, Evans- 
ville; WNOR, Norfolk; WPAL, 
Charleston, S. C.; WWSO, Spring- 
field, O.; and WXLW, Indianapolis. 

St. Louis is the biggest market 


of this number, but IMS is re-| 
ported ready to invade such areas | 
as New York, Chicago, Philadel- | 


phio, New Orleans, Los Angeles 
,and San Francisco. Besides these 
/goals, IMS will attempt to sign 
/all 34 AIMS members to give it- 
self national sales coverage. 


AFRA Sues Agency For 





cations for daytime stations in Le-| among NBC, Bristol-Myers | $7,000 In Repeat Fees 


banon, Pa., and Smithfield, N. C., 
and for a fulltime station in Gret- 
na, La. 

Applications of WGWD in Gads- 
den, Ala. to expand from a day- 
time to a fulltime operation and 
KENO in Las Vegas, Nev., to in- 
crease power from 250-watts to 
lke were designated for hearings. 

In addition, applications were re- 
ceived during the week to start 
new AM siations in Ely, Nev., 
Mooresville, N. C., and Sturgeon 
Bay, Wis. 


Maizlish’s L.A.-to-N.Y. 
For Edouarde ‘Unveiling’ 


Harry Maizlish, general man- 
ager of KFWB, the Warner Bros. 
station in Hollywood, flew in to 
N. Y. Monday (19) to set up final 
arrangments for the cocktail party 
“unveiling,” in collaboration with 
the William G. Rambeau Co., of 
tne station's new sales manager, 
William Doty Edouarde. Shindig 
takes place tomorrow (Thurs.) 
segncen at the New Weston hotel, 





Edouarde’s moveover from 
Badger, Browning & Hersey as 
radio time buyer is considered sig- 
nificant in radio stations’ new ap- 
roach to understanding of time 
uying and other business prob- 
lems, with Edouarde now, in ef- 
fect, working the “other side of 
the fence.” He's formerly of show 


re 


agency execs. etc. All 14 
present voted, and decision was 
_unamimous—against the RCA tech- 
nique and in favor of Ampex. 


PET MILK ONE OF 


| 
j 





| 


NBC’ CREAMY PETS 


Chicago, Sept. 20. 

| NBC has renewed hefty billing 
in Pet Milk’s two weekly half-hour 
|} net shows by signing fer the Pet 
| Milk Show with Kay Armen on a 
| 52-week basis starting Oct. 23, ahd 
| for the Mary Lee Taylor program 
| effective Oct. 22. Gardner agency 
handles both shows for Pet. Kay 
Armen airs from NBC, New York. 


Sun. at 9:30 p.m. (CDT), and the | 


Taylor show broadcasts out of 

KSD (St. Louis) Sat. at 9:30 a.m. 
NBC likewise inked the Fault- 

less Starch Co. for a split network, 


50 station airing of the Faultless | 


Starch program starting Oct. 9, out 
of WLW (Cincinnati', in the 10- 
10:15 a.m. time slot. Bruce Brewer 
agency routed Faultless in its sec- 
ond year of bankrolling on the 
| NBC net. 


| Barnes Vice Prentiss 


Chicago, Sept. 20. 

| Talent shakeup on Mutual's 
“Captain Midnight” show takes ef- 
fect Sept. 20, when Paul Barnes 
replaces Ed Prentiss as Midnight, 
/and Art Hearn takes over for Sher- 
‘man Marks as Ichabod Mud, 








Hollywood, Sept. 20. 
AFRA has filed a claim with 
American Arbitration Assn. against 
| McCann-Erickson for payment of 
$7,000 in repeat fees to actors ap- 
| pearing in “Straight Arrow.” Pay- 
|; ment is asked, according to AFRA, 


| states. Canada and Hawaii on its 


as provided in code of fair practice, | 


for delayed broadcast of program 
over the Don Lee network. 

| Total of $7,000 represents fees 
accumulating since last February 
when show started on Don Lee- 
Mutual, each performer being en- 
titled to $18.25 per show in addi- 
tion to his original fee. 








| This Radio Business 


While in New York last 
year, Bob Brown, program di- 
rector of NBC-TV’s western 
| hetwork, made a _ luncheon 
| date with John Cameron 
Swayze for a Wednesday. But 
when the date came, Swayze 
was out of town and ceuldn't 
make it. 


Last week, one year later to 
| the day, Swayze ordered lunch 
from the Hollywood Brown 
Derby served to Brown in his 
Sunset and Vine office. Note 
attached read: “The lunch 
pe for Wednesday, wasn't 

Simultaneously, Swayze was 
served the same lunch in his 
Radio City office, meal havir 
been flown in from iateett 
by TWA, 


| 


| 
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+ Washington, Sept. 20. 
The Senate Committee on Inter- 
Wwcos-U of So Car state & Foreign Commerce wants 
° , . to know what progress the FCC is 
¢ id Deal Hits Snag | making in handling its workload. 
r | The Committee 1 desires an up- 
* to-date picture of the radio and 

As 12 Stations Sue television construction situation. 
| A request last week by Sen. 
Greensboro, N. C., Sept. 20. Ernest W. McFarland (D-Ariz.), 
Suit has been brought by 12 sta- chairman of a subcommittee on 

Uons se tear =e 2 contract between communications indicated a _ con- 

WCOS,. C olumbia, S. ( A and the tinued close watch on the Commis- 

U. of South Carolina for the air- sion’s operations. Sen. McFariand 

ing of the university's home and | ;. author of bill passed by the Sen- 

away games. Plaintiffs allege the | ste to speed up FCC procedures. 
pass illegal because it violates raise salaries of members and top 

a 1933 act of the S.C. general as- atrers, and prevent commission- 

sembly prohibiting state education- 4... from leaving for plush industry 

al institutions from charging for jobs within a year after resigna- 
the “privilege” of broadcasting };,, Another member of the 
their athletic events. The act SaYS | Committee, Sen. Charles Tobey 
that “at least three broadcasting (pow H.), recently probed deep 
companies shall be extended such into agency policies at hearings on 
privileges if desired.” . |the confirmation of Edward 
Defendants, including the uni- Webster for a new term. 

versity’s trustees and prexy Nor- McFarland, in a letter to Chair- 

man S. Smith and Radio Columbia, man Wayne Coy, said the informa- 

operators of WCOS, have been or- ¢jon is wanted as part of a general 
dered by a circuit judge to show study of communications matters. 
cause why the contract should not The data is also needed. it is un- 
be enjoined. _ | dersteod, to answer complaints re- 

When the pact was announced in ceived by the committee from con- 

July, prez Smith said competitive gtituents and others of slow action 

bids had been requested and that on cases before the agency. 

WCOS “will make the broadcasts McFarland requested data on the 

available to every city in the state, ctatus of all broadcast cases and 

with a radio station that wants asked specifically for reasons why 
them.” So far six stations in SIX fjnal action has not been taken on 
cities have contracted for part Of applications which have had hear- 
the schedule ings He also called for estimates 

The complaint is in the name of on final decisions. 

12 stations In addition, he called for infor- 
- mation on all cases not requiring 

- hearings but stili pending as of 

| Sept. 1. 

Vex Mail Order The date requested on broadcast 
permits would show the actual 
status of AM, FM and TV stations 
under construction on Sept.1, when 

omance ll each statidbn received its permit, 
and when and why renewals were 
Chicago, Sept. 20. 8'Ve"- 
Representatives of Mexican sta- 

tion XERF, in Chicago for a pro- 

motional huddle with E. H. Brown é e atter 

ad agency, revealed the Mex 150,- | 

000-watter is going all out on a| 

selling campaign to major U. > Sh f 4 

agencies and advertisers, wit 0 

“south of the border” approach WS Or 

to radio mail orders. XERF, whose | 

transmitter is located at Villa} Chicago. Sept. 20. 

Acuna, Coahuila, is pitching hard Newest entry into low-cost tran- 

to overcome a settled distaste of | scription peddling is Monogram- 

much U. S. coin for “forcign’ op-| Chicago, offering a series of Hol- 
erations. jland Engle _ vocal - instrumental 

Part of the scheme is a heavy | Shows to stations nationwide at a 
travel budget set up for John Hop-| Cost of 40 cents per program. Deal 
kinson of Dwight Advertising agen-| is being pushed by Bill Ermeling 
cy, Chi, which is station repping|0f Monogram on a fiat $100 per 
for XERF. Hopkinson is making a| Yer basis to stations, and will in- 
pitch for mail order biz anywhere | Clude scripts that can be handled 
inthe country, with his selling a yp — to emphasize 

“reaches 48 . 

— - Engle, veteran WGN man-of-all- 
nighttime operation. ge = the lead selling point of 

Hopkinson claimed that one Chi A “the Bpotlighters — 
advertiser, using @ 15-minute tran-| (jen end feature is augmented by 
scription, pulled 7,000 cash orders | a ‘split recording which will allow 
= & th day, and 20,000 a oan |e usual 15-minute stanza to 

Ween Tae prapem wae wase. , | be expanded to 20 and 25 minutes, 

ity of the Mex operation is that 

the transmitter is across tie bor-|4¢Pending on how much local pro- 

der, but the mail address is Del S'@™ direc‘ors want to push their 

ah , listening audiences. 

ee be Ry Sa ss Promoter is emphasizing the gen- 

; pa Y | eral availability angle of the series, 
manned by Mexicans, in accord- | Sodent th h : be 4 
ance with a government agree- a ae . oo —. — 
ment, most of the staffers are U. S.| DY @8Y type of sponsor” who will 
: _then apply the retail angle as he 
citizens. 
.._ | desires. The Engle series, says 
Another step in the campaign | Ermeling, echieved a healthy four- 
to make U. S. sponsors climb on point plus rating on tested areas. 
the “Mexican Hayride” is a sus-| Special bait held out by Monogram 
tained ad sked in trade papers, ex-| ig the offer to record Engle in spe- 
pected to break this month and ¢jaj commercials at regular AFRA 
carry through in increasing vol- | rates on request. 
ume. 





, Whilly | ¥ 
“western and folk programs, with's AFRA, WJJD IN CHI 


format beamed at the rural trade. | 
Interesting note in this connection 





was the statement from an XERF REACH TALENT TERMS 
one letter in 500,000 comes from; WJJD has come to terms with 
Mexican listeners.” AFRA on a new wage scale for an- 
| parttime, 50,000-watt operation that 
gives the employees a scale half- 

_ Bangor, Me., Sept. 20. | status and “A” station rates. 

F. B. Simpson, owner of WABI; Negotiations between Ray Jones, 
FCC to transfer ownership to Mur-| general manager Art Harre 
ray Carpenter and ex-Governor | dragged on for three months. Pro- 
ing out of the station, he said, be-| station goes full time, the wage 
cause of ill health. scale will rise to level of other 50.- 


spokesman that “not more than Chicago, Sept. 20. 
/nouncers and talent based on its 
Simpson to Sell WABI | way between present “B” station 
here, will file shortly with the) AFRA exec secretary, and WJJD 
Horace Hildreth. Simpson is bow- viso was written into pact that if 
Carpenter, who sold his interest , 000-watt outlets. Jones termed the 


,in WPOR, Portland, has been| negotiations “extremely protracted 


‘Bucknell U, LeWisburg, Pa. 


ed general manager of WABI. | and difficult,” one angle being the 
@ was, prior to 1946, with the | station's early refusal to budge 

gies ehcy in New York for | from its present wage rates, claim- 

y . Hildreth is president of | ing it was badly hampered by its 
daytime-only operations. 
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D.C. PREPS FOR COLOR SHO 





And on Toast, Yet 


CBS finds itself with a Sunday 


parties concerned standing pat and refusing to budge. 


night video title conflict, with all 
Since the 


two shows concerned are commercials, the web finds it necessary 


to move cautiously and avert ste 


Anticipated confusion stems from the fact that 
goes into the 7 o'clock period, 


Broadway” 
7:30 slot is “This Is Broadway.” 
mer, likes the title the way it is. 
and produces the latter show, 

Since “Toast of the Town” 
the title 
three into a two-hour show. 


pping on tees. 

“Tonight 
while headed for the 
Marty Gosch, who owns the for- 
Irving Mansfield, who conceived 


on 


thinks his title is an equal natura! 
follows at 8, one CBS wag suggested 
“This Is Tonight on Broadway On Toast,” 


parlaying all 








Levoy Clearance System on Tele Pix 


To Aid Sponsors With Lower Costs 


New system of television film? 


distribution, employing a system 
of clearances basically 
that used in the film industry, has 


been evolved by Gordon W. Levoy, 


head of General Television Enter- | 


prises. Plan is the only cne, ac- 
cording to Levoy, that will permit 
production of quality films for a 
price the agencies and sponsors are 
willing to pay and still provide a 
profit for the producer. 

GTE, indie Hollywood vidfilm 
distributor, is now releasing a 
series of 52 quarter-hour films 
made especially for video which 
Procter & Gamble is bankrolling 
under the title of “Fireside Thea- 
tre” Tuesday nights on NBC-TV. 
Levoy sold the sponsor only pri- 
mary rights to the pix and is now 
in N. Y., under his system, trying 
to book clients on a secondary and 
tertiary rights basis. Only by mak- 
ing it possible for a picture to play 
four or five times in the same area, 
instead of shelving it after one 
scanning, he said, will the pro- 
ducer be able to turn a profit. 

Levoy would sell a film to one 
sponsor in an area, then sell it to a 
second one 60 days after the first 
run. He would then wait perhaps 
four months before letting another 
bankroller have a crack at the 
film and then give it a fourth run 
in the area perhaps a year after 
that. He admitted he encountered 
difficulty trying to sell ad agency 
execs on the idea, but pointed out 


(Continued on page 38) 


Ist Triple-Station 
Relay on Coast 


Hollywood, Sept. 20. 
ABC will have first three-station 
coverage of television programs on 
the west coast on a purely local 





basis if formulated plans are car- | 


ried out. According to ABC-TV 
exec Paul Mowrey, KECA-TV will 
beam 50° of its programs to 
KFMB-TV, San Diego, for direct 
pickup by station. In addition 
ABC cutlet here will send dupli- 
cate prints of kinescoped shows to 
its owned and operated KGO-TV, 
San Francisce. 

KFMB tees off with USC-UCLA 


football games which it will pick | 


up and transmit directly from 


(Continued on page 38) 


Joan Roberts Set For 
WOR-TV 5-a-Week Show 


- Joan Roberts has been pacted to 
do across-the-board half-hour 
show on WOR-TV, N. Y. Show 
will be heard at 7 p.m. 

Station, which is starting dry- 
run remote pickups with its camera 
crews this week, has also signed 
Irene Rich, former pic star, to do 
a nightly women’s interest strip. 
The outlet is now on the air with a 
test pattern and test airings of 

gers night games. No starting 
date for reguiar program opera- 
tion has been announced, but top- 
Pers are shooting for a kickoff date 
within a month. 

Barry Gray, in N. Y. for an eight- 
week run on WOR before return- 
ing to Miami Nov. 1, will start a 
15-minute televersion of his show 
during the second or third week in 
October. Program, to be aired 
Thursdays at 8 p.m., will consist of 
interviews with celebs. 


a ce ie) te pt et 





similar to} 





TV’s Religioso Coin 


Philadelphia, Sept. 20. 

Now tele is taking sponsored re- 
ligious programs. “Young People’s 
Church of the Air” will preem on 
ABC-TV Sunday, Oct. 9, at 10:30 
p.m., bankrolied by Young Peo 
ple’s Church, Philadelphia, and 
originating from WFIL-TV. 

Contract for 52 weeks was placed 
through J. M. Camp agency. Show 
will be ep televersion of the AM 
religioso. 


TV Set Demand 
At Peak Level: 





Television receiver manufactur- 
ers, anticipating a steadily-mount- 
ing demand for sets, are current- 
ly expanding their production fa- 
cilities. Philco last week unveiled 
a new plant in Sundusky, Ohio, 
which will boost its capacity to 
18,000 sets a week, while DuMont 
is scheduled to launch its new fac- 
tory in East Paterson, N. J., Mon- 
day (26). DuMont claims it will 
be able to roll a set off the pro- 
duction lines at the rate of one 
every 10 seconds. 

Consumer demand for sets, ac- 
cording to manufacturers, is pow 





have been few adverse effects 
from the publicity given the pro- 
jected move into the ultra-high 
|frequencies and color video. Du- | 
| Mont sales chief Walter L. Stickel | 
last week announced that consumer | 
acceptance of his company's prod- | 
/uct has reached the stage where | 
it has become necessary to allo-| 
cate consignments to dealers and 
distributors. According to Stickel, 
“this widespread acceptance has 


(Continued on page 38) 


BARKLEY AT PREEM 
| OF KBTV, DALLAS 


Dallas, Sept. 20. 

A lavish preem highlighted by 
the presence of Vice-President 
Alben Barkley, inaugurated the of- 
| ficial opening of KBTV, Dallas’ 
‘first television station, Saturday 
(17). 

The celebration, which was held 
in a huge circus tent in a lot ad- 
joining the KBTV studios, was 
one of Dallas’ biggest events in 
years. 

Tom Potter, owner of KBTV, was 
singled out as the only man who 
individually owns a television sta- 
tion, with all others owned by cor- 
porations or partnerships. 

The modern installations, which 
represents an investment of more 
than $600,000, will give Dallas tele- 
vision owners programs over chan- 
nel 8. Its test programs have 
reached out 260 miles and good re- 
ception has been reported as far 
away as 150 miles. 

Potter announced that he will 
soon add a studio-auditorium to 
seat 800 persons and in early Octo- 
ber have a $110,000 remote tele- 
cruiser, which will bring in foot- 
ball games and other sports and 
j news events. 


; 
‘ 








| Inc., 


‘VIDEO HEARINGS 





TART MON. (25) 


Washington, Sept. 20 

television will be the big | 
for at least three weeks at 
video hearings starting next 
Monday (26) before the FCC. With 
heavy attendance anticipated, ad- 
mission to demonstrations of the 
CBS and RCA systems will be on 
a ticket basis. It’s possible a third 
system, that of Color Television, 
of San Francisco, may match 
up with the others before the pro- 
ceedings end. 

Public demonstrations of CBS) 
color will be held Oct. 7 for the of- | 
ficial record of the hearings. The’! 


Color 
show 


4% 
tsa 


, RCA system will be demonstrated | 


| 


, and 
| transmissions 


'ing demonstrations, 


Wide Expansion 


| Oct. 10. 

There will be other ieenisihendl 
tions, the Commission announced | 
Friday (16) in its schedule of testi- | 
mony. A novel twist, it expects, | 
will be a comparative side-by-side | 
simultaneous shuwing of both the | 
RCA, CBS and any other systems | 
which want to enter. These dem- 
onstrations, it was indicated, will 
provide a test not only of the re- 
spective merits of the two or more 
color methods but also of black 
white reception from color 
as compared with 
monochrome reception from mono- 
chrome transmissions. 

The hearings will start right off 
with testimony on color. Cross- 
examination is to be deferred until | 
after direct presentations, includ- 
have been | 
completed. Cross questioning of | 
witnesses is expected to begin in | 
the third week. The color phase | 
of the hearings may last 
three to four weeks. 

The order of appearances at the 


| hearings will be: 


at a peak pitch, indicating there | 


Downey in Threat To 


| studio 


1. Joint Technical Advisory Com- 
mittee, an industry group which 
includes representatives of broad- 
casters, manufacturers and con- 
sulting engineers. 

2. Radio Manufacturers Assn., 
representing nearly 90° of tele- 
vision set makers. RMA has been 
insisting that color cannot be made 
available to the public for several 
years, even if FCC gave the okay 
immediately. 

3. RCA, which claims its new 
system is fully compatible with 


{Continued on page 38) 





Scram Mohawk Show; 
Claims Pushing Around 


Morton Downey, star of the Mo- 
hawk Show on NBC-TV, walked 
out of the video studio in a huff 
and threatened to quit the stanza 
after Monday night's (19) per- 
formance, when the web's cramped 
space situation forced 
Downey to practically reduce his 


'rehearsal time to nothing to make | 


‘starting Sept. 30. 


way for another show. 


As of Monday night Downey was 
all for quitting the shew unless 
NBC resolved the rehearsal con- 
flict situation, the singer claiming 
he wouldn't put up with that kind 
of a pushing around. 

Monday night Mohawk stanza 
shares Studio 3A in Radio City, 
N. Y., with the cast of “Easy Does 
It” and Downey claims the re- 
hearsal time was telescoped to 
such a degree, in order to permit 
“Easy” to move in, that he couldn't 
get more than 10 minutes rehearsal 
in. Further, he maintains that 
such short notice was given on 
pushing up the rehearsal periud 
that musicians and other program 
elements were missing because of 
the aeeenetanane notice. 


Sosnik’ s CBS- TV; Sevced 


Harry Sosnik has been given the 
batoning assignment on two addi- 
tional CBS-TV shows. He'll do the 
Dwight Deere Wiman-Tom Weath- 
erly “Little Show” and Ken Mur- 
ray’s “Blackouts,” both of which 
are in the audition stage. He'll con- 
tinue fronting the orch for “54th 
Street Revue.” 

Latter shifts to Friday nights, 


| 
‘ 


from | 
owner Bill Tobin has come up with 


'means $1,700 per game. 


i shows. 








\Crosley’ s Participating Daytime 
Pattern Preems; Eyed by Industry 





Tinted Grid Game 


Washington, Sept. 20 

Observers at color demon 
strations next month in con- 
nection with FCC video hear- 
ings may see a football game 
for the first time in color. The 
event may be arranged by the 
DuMont station in Washing- 
ton, WTTG, to test the com- 
parative merits of black and 
white reception from mono- 
chrome transmissions and 
black and white reception 
from: color transmission. Du 
Mont has questioned the quali- 
ty of monochrome reception 
from colorcasts 

The company had been toy- 
inz with the idea of colorcast- 
ing a baseball game but the 
Major League season will be 
over by the time color tests 
are held. If the equipme nt can 
be oObiained, it caijTy a 


football game instead. 


WBKB Nixes 
Penny-Per-Set 
TV Hockey Deal 


Chicago, Sept. 20. 
Blackhawk hockey team 


will 








Chi 


a format for TV coverage of sports 
events that might well spread out 


‘as the accepted pattern of con- 


tract negotiation. Tobin is asking 
WBKB to put up one cent 
game for each teie set in the Chi 
area, as a condition of screening 
the ice hockey home games. Either 
that, or paying for all the empty 
seats at the Stadium. 

Right now, it isn’t too bad a deal 
for the B&K station, since an 
estimated 170,000 sets in this area 
But at 
the present 12,000 monthly rate of 
set increase, the deal will cost 


| WBKB an added $120 each month. 


And this in view of a slow retail 
season. Should the fall season 
hypo set sales, the station would 
really acquire a headache counting 
over added coin to Tobin each 


'month, meanwhile getting stuck 


with a sponsor contract based on 
the original figure. 


Besides that, station menene! 
foresee the day when Chi will have | 
500,000 sets, amounting to $5. 000 | 
per game, 
Hawks’ average schedule of 30-35 
home games, might run into a 
staggering figure of $175,000 per 
season. WBKB manager John 


(Continued on page 38) 


PETRILLO ASKED 10 
EASE RULE ON VIDEO 


Hollywood, Sept. 20. 

Jerry Fairbanks has made a 
pitch to James C. Petrillo regard- 
ing the status of music on tele- 
vision film. Move came after Fair- 
banks firm came up with a new 
shooting method enabling the filin- 
ing of a video program for approx- 
imate cost of kinescope. Producer 
thus far has failed to stir Petrillo 
from an attitude which restricts 
all music from video films 

Fairbanks dropped a plan 
Petrillo’s lap whereby producer 
would look upon his film as kine 
scope if Petrillo would look upon 
his film as a television transcrip- 
tion. No comment was forthcom- 
ing from the AFM chiet 

Petrillo has set up a kinescope 
plan which allows for the use of 
live music. However, kinnies may 
be used only once and on affiliates 
of the network originating the 
program and must be destroyed 
within 28 days. Fairtanks offered 
to adhere to the same rules if per- 
mitted to use live music on his film 





a / 
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into 


By JOE KOLLING 


Cincinnati, Sept. 20 
Adopting the theory “if we can’t 
lease the apartment, rent out the 
rooms,” Robert t. Dunville, veepee 
and general manager of the Cros- 
ley Broadcasting Corp Monday 


19) put into effect sweeping day- 
time changes in programming for 
Crosley TV stations in Cincy, Day- 


ton and Columbus, O. 

The new pattern, hit upon after 
| 19 months of wrestling with com- 
mercial problems, is one com- 
ponent operator's answer to the 
| biggest problem in video — high 
costs. It is one that may be adopted 
nationwide by the industry. 

Under the revamped 
policy, every show from 
to 6 p.m. is available only for par- 
ticipating sponsorship. All  pro- 
grams are seen simultaneously on 
the three stations and can be 
tabbed on one, two or all of them 
It is believed to be the only such 
TV deal in the country 
| ‘There also is a linking with Cros- 
ley's AM biggie, WLW, in the sin- 
gle case of the Ruth Lyons “Fifty 
Club,” with spots available on all 
| or any combination of the four sta- 
tions. To handle the complex setup, 
| Bernard Barth has been shifted to a 
'new job as coordinator of video 
| program activities, and Miss Lyons, 
ithe biggest name here so far to 
move from AM into TV, is dou- 
bling as program director of 
WLW-T, headquarters station. 

Working with Dunville and Mar- 
|shall Terry, veepee in charge of 
TV, Miss Lyons called several 
WLW stars back in the fold. Among 
them are Ramona, pianist-singer, 
formerly with Paul Whiteman’'s 
combo; Burt Farber, piano stylist 
and lately conductor of NBC's 

Curtain Time,” and Jon Arthur, 
disk jockey, who is continuing his 
AM shows on WSAI here. 

Dunville reckons that the low 
cost of spot announcements on par- 
ticipating shows will encourage 
doubtful advertisers to try TV. “It 
permits a client to get into the pic- 
ture for as little as $15, or the com- 
bined impact of three video sta- 
tions plus WLW for a couple of 
hundred dollars,” Dunville said. 

The new across-the-board TV 
schedule kicks off on weekdays at 
11:30 a.m. with a rural opry, “Hay- 


(Conti.ued on page 38) 


Oboler Preems 
Comedy Theatre’ 


Hollywood, Sept. 20. 

Arch Aboler preems a limited 
experimental series of video com- 
edies on ABC-TV starting this Fri- 
day (23), with kinescoped versions 
of programs due for later airing in 
the east. 

Series is called “Comedy Thea- 
tre,” with “Ostrich in Red” as the 
initial presentation. It concerns the 
misadventures of a Hollywood sub- 
, urban family when an ostrich, one 

day, walks into the house, into the 
bedroom, sits down on the bed and 
pugnaciously refuses to leave. 

Oboler is restricting himself to 
six scripts for “Comedy Theatre,” 
with Musie Corp. of America cur- 
rently engaged in peddling the 
series. 


WBZ-TV’s 40 Hours 


Boston, Sept. 20 
Hub’s WBZ-TYV will up its sched- 
uled telecasts by 30 hours weekly 


Crosley 
11:30 a.m. 





which, based on the | 


when it begins programming at 
4:30 pm. on Sept. 26. This will 
give the station a total of 40 hours 


weekly on the air. exclusive of its 
baseball and football coverage 


Two new video shows will also 
hit the air this week, a series of 
cartoon lessons, dubbed “Draw 


Your Own” with artist Bob Galli- 
gan, skedded fof Tues. at 6:45 p.m., 


and .a hobby show, “Hobby Hob 
Nob.” on Thursdays at 6:45 pm; 
with special events broadcaster 


i Chick Morris at the helm. 








$2 TELEVISION REVIEWS 


VARIETY 


Wednesday, September 21, 1949 





CHEVROLET TELE-THEATRE 
Adelaide | With Vicki Cummings, Bert Lytell, 
Marjorie Gateson, others 
Writer: Jack Bentkover 
Producer: Vic McLeod 


HE BIG STORY 

ith Elliott Suilivan, 
Klein, Roger de Koven, Virginia | 
Smith, Lou Polan, Tony Burger, 
Bernard Burke 


Writer: Arnold Perl Directors: Garry Simpson, Barry 
Director: Charles E. Skinner - i, 

: . te , ” . 
Producer: Bernard J. Prockter * Svabcat 


30 Mins.; Fri., 9:30 p.m. NBC-TV, from New York 


Net trom Y (Campbell-Ewald } 
‘ (SSC&B) The competition in the sphere 
“The Big Story,” Pall Mall's of video dramatics is plenty tough 


these days, what with “Studio 
One,” “Philco Playhoyse,” “Kraft 
Television Theatre,” the upcoming 


video version of its NBC radio show 
on Wednesday nights, is doing a 
firstrate job of integrating filmed 


a = 4 ir) . , f 
and live action. Handled with pre- a. Ts og Ming 
cision timing, the filmed sequences neo Tele-Theatre” for the cur- 

ive q SDE » arns un- . 
give these newspapermen ya rent semester) managed to acquit 


usual scope and flexibility. On the 
preem (16), about 50° of the 
drama was on celluleid and the 
blending with the studio portions 
was executed with such finese that 
the show had an unvarying uniform 
texture on the TV screen. 


Unfortunately, the teeoff show 
was dramatically weak. The docu- 
mentary yarn about a Pittsburgh 
reporter who broke open a murder 
case lacked development and ten- 
sion. It opened strongly with the 
murder sequence but thereafter 
Japsed into a dogged search for a 
witness willing to testify against a 
powerful racketeer. The show ran 
to an extremely limp windup 

The show may have suffered 
from toa much celluloid. The se- 
quences showing the reporter mak- 
ing the rounds of the Pittsburgh 
ghetto were excellent in their 
documentary flavor but they were 
over-played to the point of repeti- 
tiousnese The technique of inte 
grating the films seems to have ab- 
sorbed the producers to the extent 
of losing sight of dramatic values 
From the dialers’ viewpoint, techni- 
que is strictly secondary to the 
total impact of the yarn. 


There's so much production skill 
evident on the show, however, that 
improvement in the story buildups 
will come as a matter of course 
Cast on the initial show, moreover. 
was firstrate with Elliott Sullivan 
turning in a credible job as the 
reporter. Bernard J. Prockter, an 
eastern film director, handled the 
lensing end skillfully and Charles 


itself with a fairly high batting 
average last season, even though 
stacked up against the sforemen- 
tioned big-leaguers. 

In rejoining the drama sweep- 
stakes Monday (19) night, however, 
the Chevvy showcase came up with 
a bit of comedy fluff that will 
neither enhance its own nor tele- 
vision’s prestige 

Tabbed “Leo and Sagittarius,” 
the teeoff stanza, by Jack Bent- 
kover, proved pretty insurmount- 
able even for such talented per- 
formers as Vicki Cummings, Bert 
Lytell and Marjorie Gateson, 
among others. They struggled val- 
iantly ‘even the camera crew at 
times seemed to be overcome by 
the handicaps), but it was a down- 
hill battle. Story of a topflight 
fashion designer on the skids who 
falls in love, out again and back 
in with the aid of her staff, was 
embarrassingly inept. To justify 
the title there's a brief sequence 
about a horoscope reading, but it 
had as much place in the yarn as 
the yarn itself has in television. 


Chevrolet is pouring a lot of 
coin in this half hour presenta- 
tion. It rates a better shake. 

Rose. 


THE AMAZING POLGAR 
With Dr. Franz Polgar 
Producer: Chuck Lewin 
Director: David Kich 
10 Mins.; Fri., 7:45 p.m. 
TRIMOUNT CLOTHING 
CBS-TV, from New York 
(Weintraub) 


Skinner did as well as uld be falas - 
expected with the studio purtions. _ This novelty stanza is a fast-mov- 
lugs for Pall Mall are well ing 10-minute segment into which 


Dr. Franz Polgar, psychologist and 
economist, crams a number of hyp- 
notic routines. The demonstra- 
tions, which involve a half dozen 
studio participants, are visually in- 


turned to show that the longer cig 
means a cooler smoke. That middle 
commercial, however, breaks up 
the story continuity and might be 


discarded for better total results oe : ‘ 
Seon teresting and are played for humor 

aecaol ” In one turn Polgar convinced a 

subject that his right hand could 


feel no pain and the man made no 
response when his finger was 
over a burning match. Sudden re- 
action when the other hand was 
touched provoked laughter. 


In another example of Svengali- 
ism, Polgar told his guinea pigs 
that they would feel the seats of 
their chairs burn when he touched 
his tie. Later, when he fingered 
the neckwear, the subjects leaped 
to their feet. 


Polgar staged the demonstrations 
smoothly and maintained a fast 
pace. To avoid the danger of af- 
fecting home vieWers, hypnosis is 

+induced in the subjects before the 
program starts. However, it would 
be wise for Polgar to give a scien- 


THE O'’NEILLS 
With Vera Allen, Ian Martin, Jan- 
ice Gilbert Michael Lawson. 

Jane West, Ben Fishbein, Celia 

Budkin, Maurice Franklin 
Producer: Ed Wolf 
Director; Jack Rubin 
Writers: Ruth K. Friedlich, Edward 

Mablee 
30 Mins.; Tues., 9 p.m. 

DU MONT TELESETS 
DuMont, from New York 
(Buchanan) 

Based on a radio series which is 
now off the air, “The O'Neills” may 
have appeal for fans of the old 
soaper. But there was little warmth 
or charm in this televersion. As 

rojected last Tuesday, (13) the of- 

ering got across a sehse of a lot 
happening, but failed to arouse the 


make it something more than a 


listener's sympathies. theatrical stunt and oe, it its 
_ proper place as a medical tech- 
Broadcast told how young Peggy nione. 


O'Neill was fired as designer for a 
dress manufacturer because she 
was snippy to the boss. The 
O'Neill's neighbor, Mrs. Levy, was 
having a birthday, so Peggy made 
her a creation of her own. The 
denouement, which was telegraph- 
ed halfway through the stanza. 
found her ex-boss admiring the 
— and rehiring her to turn out 
undreds like it. 


olgar is a good showman and 
started the broadcast humorously 
by pointing to his drowsing sub- 
jects and saying he hoped he would 
have the same effect on his audi- 
ence. For one of his cues, he used 
the sponsor’s trademark, “Clipper 
Craft.” While that was acceptable, 
name of the bankroller on the back- 
drop was intrusive. Middle com- 
mercial, done live, had two men 


There was a valid point here. lauding Trimount tailoring and 
that the young stylist failed at first showed a closeup of a suit 
because she designed for debu- Bril. 


tantes, but succeeded later when 
she switched to creating for a styl- 
ish stout like Mrs. Levy. It could 
have pointed up the triumph of 
realism over romantic ideals. But 
through unclear’ characterization 
that theme wasn't integrated with 
the story proper and was merely 
tacked on at the end. 
Characterization suffered because 
the players are forced into pigeon- 
holes—and there's little room for 
creative acting in a _ pigeonhole 
Vera Allen is a standard mom as 
Mrs. O'Neill. Ian Martin is cast 
as cantankerous Uncle Bill, but his 
continual griping was more annoy- 
ing than humorous. His sole comic 
bits were getting caught by a cur- 
tain stretcher and serving as the 
unwilling model for Mrs. Levy's 
dress. Janice Gilbert and Michael 
Lawson had more appeal as the 
O'Neill children, but the woman 
upstairs, played by Jane West. was 
an unattractive character. Celia 
Budkin and Ben Fishbein have 
stock roles as Mr. and Mrs. Levy. 


Bril. 


THE MAGIC CLOWN 
With Zovetlo 
Writer-Producer: Al Garry 
15 Mins., Sun., 11:30 a.m. 
BONOMO’S TURKISH TAFFY 
NBC-TYV, from N. Y. 

(Donahue & Coe) 

The kiddies should go for this 
show in a big way. Program con- 
ducted by Zovello, magico with a 
knowledge of ventriloquism and 
hand puppeteering, is right up 
their alley. Dressed in a clown’'s 
costume, Zovello immediately es- 
tablishes a liaison with the juve 
viewers. Conducting the entire 
show by himself, he shows under- 
standing and authority in his per- 
formance. A panel of kids assists 
him in his trickstering and chatter. 

Starting off with some routine 
sleight-of-hand, Zovello switches to 
a hand puppet and then follows u 
with a wise-cracking dummy. All 
provide good visual entertainment. 
Plugs for the Bonomo confection 
are integrated into the show and 
‘come off nicely. 


tific explanation of hypnotism to) 


THE LONE RANGER 

With Clayton Moore, Jay Silver- 
heels 

| Producer: Jack Chertok 

‘Writers: Fran Striker, George 

| Seitz, Jr. 

30 Mins.: Thurs., 7:30 p. m. 

| GENERAL MILLS 

, ABC, from New York 

( Dancer-Fitzgerald-Sample) 

| General Mills, which backs the 

AM edition of “The Lone Ranger,” 

has a good bet in the televersion 

of the cowpoke classic. Series of 


52 episodes are being produced for | 
the sponsor by Apex Productions | 


in Hollywood, and the preem vid- 
pic showed the slick touch of 
Coast westerns. 

Story on the preem (15) told the 
origin of the LR. Six Texas Rang- 
ers tracking a gang of outlaws 
were ied into an ambusn by a 
heavy, name of Collins. The ban- 
dits think they’ve wiped out the 
entire posse, but one manages to 
crawl to safety. Helped by Tonto, 
a friendly Indian, he dons a mask 
and vows that as the Lone Ranger 
he'll get vengeance. He starts 
after Collins, but the latter gets 
the upper hand and is about to 
kill him with a boulder as the 
commercial ends the chapter. 

“Ranger” is a dyed-in-the-wool 
cliff hanger reminiscent of the old 
Saturday afternoon serials. But 


it's to be doubted whether view- | 


ers will tune in next week merely 
to find out if the LR does get 
killed. Series, it would 
could stand on its appeal to action 
afficionados without the “Perils of 
Pauline” curtain. 

Technically, the acting is good 
“aiia” Hz Siting. Fusi j Paci 
that the LR doesn’t shoot to kill, 
but only to capture, tones down 
the element of violence and char- 


rem gecdl 
Cees sACTU. 


acterization of Tonto as an Indian | 
Com-/|the sponsor plug involved in lit- 


Dr. Watson is acceptable. 


MASLAND AT HOME 
With Earl Wrightson, Norman 
Paris trio; Doretta Morrow, guest 
Producer: Franklin Heller 
Writer: Bob Bach 
15 Mins.; Wed., 7:45 p. m. 
MASLAND RUGS 
CBS-TV, from N. Y. 
(Anderson, Davis & Platte) 
Earl Wrightson, baritone, who 


spot with Kyle MacDoonnell on 





it’s a good shift. Besides picking 


‘a bright, new format for a 15-min- 
ute musicale, solidly backgrounded 


| by the requisite production mount- 


seem, | 


2 ace 


ings. Show is slotted at a favor- 
able time and should snare a good 
viewing audience 

Wrightson. who got_his show biz 
start as an NBC page boy, demon- 
strated a clear. robust baritone on 
the preem (14 With his back- 
ground in concert and musicom- 
edy, he wisely steered clear of the 
current pop songs to concentrate 
on operetta and show tunes. His 
easy, intimate personality project- 
ed solidly. Doretta Morrow, fea- 
tured thrush in the current Broad- 
way legiter, “Where's Charley?” 
'sang and projected equally well. 
While she was listed as a one-shot 
guest, pairing her and Wrightson 
permanently on the show might 
not be a bad idea. Norman Paris 
trio backed them well 

Format, tieing in with the title, 
had Wrightson at home both to his 
guest and the audience. Show was 
| played against a lush, modern liv- 
|ingroom set, which provided plen- 
ty of room for both the cameras 
“and sake te- scam. v..... That 
idea of featuring songs from one 
old musical each week (‘on the 
initialer, it was ‘“Carousel"’) is a 
good one. Also a neat touch was 


==, to caatler 


mercials, also on film, show fam-| erally rolling out a carpet for the 


ilies using a 
Mills products 


variety of General 
Bril. 


UNCLE MISTLETOE 
With Jennifer Holt 
, Writer: Raymond Chan 
Producer: Steve Hatos 
Director: Fd Skotch 
15 Mins., Mon.-Fri., 6:45 p.m. 
MARSHALL FIELD & CO. 
WENR-TV, Chicago 

(Foote, Cone & Belding) 

Here's a kid show using a pup- 
pet (‘Uncle Mistletoe), a telegenic 
girl ‘Jennifer Holt) and cartoons 
by Sam Singer and Bill Newton to 
relate whimsical tales. Aim is to 
spread good will for the depart- 
ment store sponsor, and build up a 
reserve of future customers. 

This is a slick little package in 
which puppeteeer Warren Best and 
voice expert Johnny Coons collab- 
orate to give convincing life to the 
dummy characters. Miss Holt 
shows great charm for youngsters 
in her role of chaperoning the mis- 
chievous Uncle . Mistletoe as he 
spins his sly yarns and plays 
pranks with the other chargcters. 

However, some flaws showed up. 
Show lagged in parts when conti- 
nuity was all vocai. Static effect 
was further bolstered by holding 
individual cartoons too long on the 
screen. Uncle Mistletoe’s solo ap- 


guest to enter. 

| Animated singing commercial to 
|open and close the show, while 
cleverly done, mentioned the bank- 
roller’s name too often to be pleas- 
| ant but it will undoubtedly, for 
| that very reason, be remembered 
jand thus do a selling job. Wright- 
son handled the middle plug on a 
| live basis and did a good job on it. 

Stal. 





|THE FAMILY GENIUS 
| With Jack Diamond, Phyllis Love, 
Arthur Edwards, Joseph Walsh. 


Johnny Gerstad, Pat Hosley, 
Boris Marshalov, James Lee 
Producers: James L. Caddigan, 


Elwood Hoffman 
Director: Jack Weiser 
Writer: Hoffman 
30 Mins.; Fri., 9 p.m. 

Sustaining 
DuMont, from New York 

“The Family Genius” has a good 
basic concept and the plot on the 
| telecast caught (16) was amusing in 
outline. But the execution made 
|for a dull show that at times was 
downright tedious. It was a case 
of a well-formed skeleton dressed 
in garnish, ill-fitting garb. 

Series deals with the Howard 
family, youngest member of which 
|is a precocious lad who upsets the 
| living patterns of those areund 
him. Last week's yarn told how 
| Tommy the genius decided to get 


pearances could haye been short-|rid of his sister's semi-moronic 


ened. 


Program could be improved by | tractive. 


suitor by making another girl at- 
Youngster performed a 


| stepping up the action all around;| Pygmalion-Galatea miracle on the 
trimming the solos down; and cut-| homely Hannah, turning her into a 
_ting other characters in on some | chic, poised, cultured young miss. 


‘of Mistletoe’s monology. 
wise, the plugs were so unobtru- 
sive as to be institutional. Mart. 


SPORTS QUIZ 
With: Jack Brickhouse, Tom Walsh, 

Rudy Kay, Tom Koyne 
Director: Lloyd Ellingwood 
30 Mins., Fri., 8:30 p.m. 
HUDSON ON BROADWAY 
WGN-TV, Chicago 

Harry J. Lazarus) 


Jack Brickhouse, using 


| 
two 


sports guests each week, emcees | 


this quiz show in which viewers get 
a chance at 
after answering a prelim quiz 
based on clues and cartoons suc- 
cessfully. Outside of the novelty 
of seeing athletic “greats” dressed 
up and battling the U. S. language 


at close range, there's not much to | 


this show. Excellent cartoons by 
artists Tom Koyne do help, how- 
ever. Brickhouse is one of the 
better Chi sports announcers, but 
is miseast in his emcee role, which 
calls for more warmth and per- 
sonality on his phone calls. How- 
ever, he does a good job of in- 
troducing his guests and holding 
them in the act. 

Sponsor's appearance on show 
caught gave the viewers an un- 
rehearsed laugh when a contestant 
won the jackpot prize—a new auto. 
He sweated it out while Brickhouse 
had a good laugh at his expense, 
| @ move that didn't go over big with 
viewers. Still plugs for sponsor 


he did a better job himself with a 
live verbal. Mart. 





Sponsor-| Trouble was 


a jackpot question | 


were pretty much wasted effort— | 


that this cost her 
| father plenty of coin and the re- 
made maiden walked off with a beau 
| the genius’ sister really wanted. 
| Complications, however, were 
| finally straightened out to every- 
one's satisfaction. 

| While plotting made for a mod- 
| erately interesting yarn, dialog was 
| often inept and laborious. Shrieks 
'and screams of the boisterous kids 
_at times provided the temptation to 
switch to another channel. Char- 
| acterizations were cliche and busi- 
ness hackneyed. such as the 
Galatea gal parading with a book 


or practising an annoying laugh. 
Jack Diamond did a good job as 
the young know-it-all and other 
youthful members of the cast were 
fair. Parents, however, did not 
come across as well. Bril. 





Tele Followup 





Singer Roberta Quinlan again is 
sharing star billing on NBC-TV's 
“Mohawk Showroom,” holding 
down the Tuesday and Thursday 
night spots, while Morton Downey 
is seen Mondays, Wednesdays and 
Fridays. Diminutive blonde dis- 
played plenty of punch and person- 
ality in the first of her new series 
caught (15), injecting a maximum 
of pleasant viewing into the 15- 
minute musicale. 

Miss Quinlan has retained the 
same format as last season, sing- 


(Continued on page 40) 


on her head, vocalizing “mi-mi-mi” | 


_— 





formerly held down a co-starring | 


BC-TV, shifted over to the rival | 
CBS-TY web with this show, and 


| 


up a sponsor, Wrightson picked up | 


UPTOWN JUBILEE 

With Willie Bryant, Juanita Halil, 
Timmie Regers, Louis Arm- 
strong, Harry Bellefonte, Dottie 
Saulters, Jimmy Smith, line, 
Don Redmond, others 

Producer: Barry Wood 

Director: John Wray 

60 Mins., Tues., 8 p. m. 

Sustaining 

CBS, from New York 


CBS has come up with an en- 
tertaining variety show with the 
All-Negro display, “Uptown Jub- 
ilee.” The pick of the local col- 
ored acts paced by emcee Willie 
Bryant results in a well-paced and 
frequently imaginative display 
which under ordinary circum- 
stances should attract a big view- 
ing audience. 


However, CBS created this show 


for. 2..specifie purnoese—ta buck 
the Milton Berle Texaco show 
which bowed last nigi:t (20) 
Whether it’s politic to fight one 


variety show with another. remains 
to be seen. It’s unfortunate to 
the majority of listeners that two 
high-calibre shows should be op- 
posite each other. 


“Uptown Jubilee” also faces an- 
other problem. Since it’s diffi- 
cult enough to get proper talent 
under any circumstances, this pro- 
gram is likely to encounter more 
problems because of the format's 
restrictions. There will have to 
be a tremendous amount of angles 
used in order to keep up the high 
standard established on the preem 
show. 


There were some terrific §slot- 
tings on the initial session. Louis 
“Satchmo” Armstrong, Juanita 
Hall__comedian.Timmie Rogers 
singer Harry Bellefonte. Dottie 
Saulters, dancer Jimmy Smith and 
others contributed a top brand of 
entertainment. Some of the Don 
Redmond orchestral backing seem- 
ed weak, especially during Arm- 
strong’s bits. but generally came 
out well. The line of six lookers 
didn’t show too well. 


Bryant is an affable chap. besides 
being a versatile performer. He 
can work with the acts or enter- 
tain on his own. But with the 
plenitude of talent on the initial 
session, his spots were necessarily 
limited. Set served its purpose 
admirably. 


CBS has a good vaudeo show— 
it's just unfortunate that outside 
influences will determine its net- 
work tenure. Jose. 


BOWLING HEADLINES 
With Al Cirillo, announcer 
Producer: Cirillo 
Director: Marshall Diskin 
60 Mins.; Sunday, 10:30 p.m. 
Sustaining 
ABC-TV, from N. ¥. 

ABC-TV’s “Bowling Headliners” 
show returned after its summer 
layoff Sunday night (18) with an 
audience giveaway twist as an 
added starter. Unlike most of the 
radio giveawayers, though, where 
prizes are awarded for answering 
questions, viewers on this one will 
actually have to compete for the 
awards. That means the program 
robably will not fall under the 
CC ban now in litigation. Other- 
wise, the show's format remains 
basically the same as last season's 
and, with interest in bowling 
mounting each year, it should at- 
tract a good audience. 


Bowling is generally considered 
the nation’s leading participator 
sport and so this program won't 
have to serve as a trailer for the 
event, as TV has done for wrestling. 
the Roller Derby, etc. But the 
show, judging from the preem. 
holds sufficient interest to attract 
even those who frequent the al- 
leys only sporadically. Originating 
from the Capitol Bowling Lanes 
in midtown Manhattan, the initial- 
ler presented a three-game match 
between Tony Sparando and Eddie 
Botten, then a demonstration of 
championship techniques and then 
the audience contest. 

Home viewers are asked to sub- 
mit answers to a question on “Why 
I like bowling.” Best of these are 
invited to bowl on the show with 


alleyside keglers in mixed team 
matches. In addition. there's a 
“bowling quiz.” in which con- 


testants must pick off certain pin 
combinations determined by spin- 
ning a wheel. It all added up 
to greater impact for the program. 
Bowling expert Al Cirillo was okay 
on the preem when he confined 
his emcee remarks to pointing out 
certain techniques of the bowlers 
but displayed a tendency to over- 
description of some things the 
cameras picked up clearly. 

ABC is using a third camera this 
year, spotting it behind the pin- 
boys to give a good picture of the 
ball rolling into the slot. Director 
Marshall Diskin was slightly cut- 
happy on the preem, though 
switching from the bowler’s take- 
off to the other end of the alles 
too often. Following the ball from 
behind the bowler clear down the 
alley would be better. Stal 
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’ Sullivan 
Witins., Thurs., 1@:10-19:25 p.m. 
LEE HATS 
ABC, from London 
(Grey) 

Lee Hats, which dropped the 
more bombastic Drew Pearson, is 
now sponsoring Robert Montgom- 
ery Thursday nights on ABC in a 
15-minute pro , the first few 
stanzas of which are originating 
from London by transcription. 

However, this is Montgomery 
not as a film star but, in the words 
of John Sullivan, the ex-Govern- 
mental high official and D.C 
lawyer who did the intro on last 
week’s initial intallment, “a man 
of action and conviction and in- 
tellectual integrity.” 

The Montgomery who teed off 
the new 15-minute commentary, 
was sure of himself, both in his 
delivery and opinions. He con- 
cerned himself with the nation- 
alization of industries in Britain, 
and in defending freedom of 
speech for all exercised the privi- 
lege until it verged on propagan- 
dizing. He had an axe to grind 
that slashed away at his aversion 
to totalitarianism. 

In presenting the sad state to 
which socialized industry has 
brought Britain and the even more 
doleful future facing that empire, 
Montgomery emphatically stated 
his position. He's all for private 
enterprise. 

If the initial 15-minute broad- 
cast is setting a pattern for future 
stanzas, Montgomery might do wef! 
to broaden his factual contribu- 
tion. It’s all well and good to get 
6a a S0ap bOXx after you ve covered 
your topic throughly and brought 
to it the knowledge and experience 


for which he takes credit. Other- 
wise a mere emotional espousal 
might tend to become dull — 


certainly far irom scintillating. 
Lee Hats gets in its full innings 

of plugs, fore, aft and at the mid- 

way mark. Rose. 





GREATEST STORY EVER TOLD 
With Warren Parker, Craig 
McDonnell, Johnny Stewart, 
Ethel Wilson, Jackson Beck, Jack 

Hartley 
Writer-Director: Henry Denker 
36 Mins., Sun., 5:30 p.m. (EDT) 
GOODYEAR CO. 

ABC, from N. Y. 
(Kudner) 

Back after a summer vacation 
this Sunday series of Biblical 
dramas is still a standout among 
the numerous voices that call for 
understanding and non-discrimina- 
tion. Using the Bible as its guide, 
the program presented its initial 
story with simplicity and effective- 
ness. 

Labeled “Love Your Enemies.” 
the yarn told of a boy bonded in 
slavery to a_ blacksmith who 
forced him to steal against his 
will. The theme of the broadcast, 
as evidenced in the self explana- 
tory title, was followed faithfully 
in showing how the lad quelled his 
hatred towards the man. The 
easy going manner in which the 
narration was presented hypoed 
its dramatic impact. The cast han- 
dled their roles adequately. | 

Show maintained a steady pace 
with Goodyear plugs coming in 
only at the start and finish of the 
airer. 





THE ETERNAL LIGHT 
(A New Amen) 

Producer: Milton E. Krentz 
Director: Jack Kuney 
Writer: Morton Wishengrad 
30 Mins., Sun., 1 p.m. 
Sustaining 

NBC, from New York 

“The Eternal Light,” one of the 

ter produced religious programs. 
Switched its emphasis to secular 
affairs with its preem show of the 
Season (18). aking as its text 
the thesis that he who saves one 
life is considered as though he had 
saved a world, Morton Wishengrad 
fashioned a stirring documentary 
on the work of the United Nations 
International Children’s Emergency 

und. 

Transcending religious lines and 
handling the work of this agency 
on a non-sectarian basis, program 
told of the work in alleviating 
suffering throughout the world ir- 
respective of race or creed. Al- 
though there was some tieup with 
the forthcoming Rosh Hashonah 
holidays, the religious aspects were 
minor except in describing 
UNICEF's work as a godly under- 
taking. 

There were some frightening and 
hopeful vital statistics that should 
cause some thinking among listen- 
ers. Show painted a*vivid picture 
which was heightened by the nar- 
rating of Joseph Wiseman and the 
liturgical music by Cantor David 

tterman. 

Eternal Light is produced under 

e auspices of the Jewish Theo- 

ical § minary of America. Mor- 


Mamorsky composed and di- 
recied the music. 


Jose. 


JOE DIMAGGIO SHOW 
With Jack Barry, 
Seats tec bos Bou oo 
n ; Jee Louis, : 
Ted Brown, announcer 
Producers: Barry, Dan Ehrenreich 
Director: Ehrenreich 
Writer: Mike Oppenheimer 
30 Mins.; Sat., 10 a.m. 
M & M CANDIES 
CBS, from N. Y. 
(Lynn Baker) 


“Joe Di Maggio Show” looks like | 


a homerun in any early morning 
radio league. With 
Yankees’ outfielder currently one 


‘PHIL HARRIS-ALICE FAYE! 
SHOW 


Klein, 
Leon Janney, With Eiliott Lewis, Walter Tetley, 


| 
} 
| 


the N. Y.. 


of the hottest names in baseball. | 


merely his appearance would prove 
a big deal for his kid fans. But in- 
die producers Jack Barry and Dan 
Ehrenreich have wisely built a full 
production around Di Maggio, who 
revealed himself on the preem (17) 
as a surprisingly acceptable radio 
personality. In addition, use of 
other sports celebs such as Joe 
Louis as weekly guests will cer- 
tainly add pulling power. 

Iniitialer demonstrated the series 
will be a welcome change from 
some of the blood and guts stuff 
fed the kids. While some of its 
emphasis on clean living and 
playing might sound slightly corn- 
fed to adults, the show is slanted 
at the moppets and they'll accept 
it. Program had Di Maggio tossing 
questions at a kid sports panel, an- 
swering them from the moppet 
audience and handing out an award 
to the youngsters doing the “most 
meritorious work of the week.” 
Louis’ interview by Di Mag was 
preceded by a neatly-acted drama- 
tization of his life, thesped by a 
quartet of top radio actors. 

Di Maggio's voice has a slight up- 
and-down inflection ™.. otherwise 
sounded fine. Barry seconded him 
as quizmaster and general emcee. 
doing his usual good job. An- 
nouncer Ted Brown did a trip- 
hammer merchandising on the 
sponsor's product but not enough 
to make it irritating. The show 
should sell a lot of candy. Stal. 








PICK A DATE 
With Buddy Rogers, others 
Producer: Mal Boyd 
Directer: Charles Powers 
Writers: Pat Christy, Paul Syner. 
Ted Tiller 
30 Mins., Mon.-Fri., 11:30 a.m. 
ABC, from New York 
Buddy Rogers is being kept bysy 


by ABC with “Pick a Date” until | 


he swings into his video shew for 
that web. Rogers impresses as be- 
ing an affable gent, capable of 
handling the ladies and ‘getting 
them to talk freely of their ex- 
periences as a prelude to handing 
out gobs of trinkets and a crack at 
a $3.000 riddle jackpot 

Format is comparatively simple 
Rogers asks one of the girls se- 
lected from the audience to give a 
memorable date in her life and the 
reason for its selection. Follow- 
ing that recitai Rogers asks a trio 
of questions on incidents that oc- 
curred during the year under dis- 
cussion. Prizes are awarded for 
each question. 

On initial show Mary Martin and 
Boris Karloff came over to spiel 
a few words. 

Rogers chimes in with some 
pianistics and a community sing 
for variety and at one time, he 
jumped the gun for his tele ap- 
pearance by asking one of the 
questionees to do a bit of terping. 
Dancing is about as effective as a 
magic act on radio. 

Show is comparatively good en- 
tertainment for the a.m. sessions 
and $3,000 worth of loot consti- 
tutes a nice warmup for the net's 
nighttime giveaways. Jose. 


ee 


DOUBLEDAY FAMILY QUIZ 
CLUB 
With Henry Marshall, Sidney Wal- 
ton, emcee 
Writer-Producer: Sherman Lurie 
15 Mins.; Mon.-to-Fri., 12:15 p.m. 
DOUBLEDAY 
WOR, New York 
(Huber, Hoque & Sons) 
“Doubleday Family Quiz Club” 
returned to the airlanes Monday 


19) after a summer hiatus, con-, 


forming to former formula wherein 
a panel of experts alternate on the 
various programs in doling out 
answers to write-ins from listen- 
ers. On session caught Henry Mar- 
shall. business expert, held the ros- 
trum and gave out with advice on 
a number of problems ranging 
from possible lawsuits to landlord 
squabblers and divers other con- 
troversial questions. 

Marshall filled the niche of an- 
swer man admirably, with emcee 
Sidney Walton keeping the stanza 
rolling and pegging a couple of 
commercials for the sponsor's Bus! 
ness Book, which sells via radio 
pitch and mail order plan for $2.98 
in several installment payments 
Both pointed out that many such 
questions perplexing the listeners 
are answered in the volume, along 
with household hints and other info 
valuable to the hausfraus, who un- 
doubtedly make up the listening 
audience. Edba. 


}comedy at 


Robert North, Anne Whitfield, 
sageine Roose, Walter Scharf 
ore 
Writers: Dick Chevillat, Ray Singer 
Producer-Director: Paul Phillips 
30 Mins., Sun., 7:30 p.m. (EDT) 





REXALL 
NBC from Hollywood 
‘BBD&O) 

With the return of the Phil Har- 
ris-Alice Faye Sunday night show 
to the NBC roster for Rexall, Har- 
ris is once more doing that Sunset 
Blvd. bicycle shuttle routine be- 
tween Jack Benny's CBS point of 
origination and his own Radio City 
studio, with only a few minutes to 
spare in between. (His show im- 
mediately follows Benny's, on 
which he’s still an impertant cog). 

But over the span of the past 
year Harris has become a vital 
comedy cog in his own right. With 
those NBC talent defections, 
there’s no mistaking he’s big am- 
munition today in the two-web 
Sunday rivalry, certainly the most 
important comedy entity in the 
network's Sabbath sweepstakes. 

That Harris might have been do- 
ing some kidding on the square on 
last Sunday’s (17) preem, when the 
hand dealt with some | 
sponsor trouble because the vaca- | 
tion-returning Harris was minus a| 
script. is beside the point. (Benny, | 
too, it's conceded, started off weak | 
on the season's initialer, and 
bounced right back with a sock} 
stanza last Sunday.). More to the 
point is that Harris-Faye & Co., | 
though lacking a topflight script, 
definitely suggested that they're 
not too far off last season's beam; | 
that a little more solid assist from 
serspters Dick Uneviiial ei” Ray 
Singer ‘who are a cinch to bit their | 
stride by virtue of past perform- 
ances) could easily reentrench the 
program as NBC's hard-hitting an- 
swer to the Amos ‘'n’ Andy 7:30 
competition on CBS Rose. 





} 

SOMETIME BEFORE MORNING | 
With: Henry Fonda, Dots Johnson, | 
lan Martin, Louis van Reoten, | 
Addie Klein, Danny Ocko, John | 
Randolph, Anne Shepherd, Paul 
Mann, George Keene, Leslie | 
Woods, Jonathan Leff, Neil | 
O'Malley, Henry Scott, Victor 
Thorley, Nick Persoff, Mort 
Freeman, George Hendricks, 


Charlotte Holland, Stefan Schna- | 


bel, Studs Terkel, Leila Doss; | 
Elmer Bernstein, music; Lionel | 
Ricau, announcer 
Producer: Gerald Keane | 


Writer-director: Millard Lampell | 
60 Mins., Sun. (18), 2 p.m. 
Sustaining 

NBC, from N. Y. 

NBC did an admirable, heart-| 
warming job Sunday (18) when, 
for the second of its special docu- 
mentary full-hour broadcasts pre- 
sented in cooperation with United | 
Nations Radio, it offered Millard 
Lampell’s story of last year’s truce | 
mission to Israel, “Sometime Be- 
fore Morning.” A vivid, emotion- 
laden tale of an average American | 
who found himself caught up in 
international politics and intrigue, 
in an uneasy truce that was marked 
by meagre diet, sniper bullets and 
death. it had sharp impact, cogency 
and a message. There were certain 
flaws of execution, but in the 
overall effect they loom as minor. 
This was adult, praiseworthy radio, 
timely and of world import. 

The program was a plug for the | 
United Nations in a drama stressing 
its peace aim and its moral impact. 
A group of observers went to 
Palestine to see that a truce was 
observed. They included an ideal- 
istic Norwegian, a cynical careerist, 
a Negro chauffeur. a_ trusting 
Swede, a confused young ex-Gl, 
and others. These were all proto- 
types of actual persons, except for 
the ex-Gl, who was a composite of 
several real people. ‘One of the 
men depicted even appeared on 
the program to say a few words). 
Through their ordeals they came | 
to see that the UN had force, that 
it is here to stay. that by its efforts 
to pacify Arab and Israeli, it 
showed that peace could be brought 
about anywhere. 

The combined narration-dramati- 
zation had a sterling performance 
by a fine set of actors. But the 
script shone out for its bite, color 
and vividness. There was a nice, 
homespun quality to the writing 
at times. and some beautiful writ- 
ing in the sentimental moments. 
Striking passages hit one constant- 
ly 

Henry Fonda did a 
as the confused ex-Gl 
assignment for a full 


movingt job 
in a difficult 
hour A 


quiet, caiming quality marked his 
acting. and his narrating as well. 
Anne Shepherd was particularily 
good as his wife; Dots Johnson, 
effective as the chauffeur, headed 
the supporting cast There were 
colorful background effects’ of 
towns crowds etc and some 


superior music by Elmer Bernstein 
for backing Occasionally the 
music wasn't toned down enough. 
But the overall production-direc- 
tion job was fine, Bron, | 


NBC Sets Velvet-Carpeted Spread 


For Fibber, Molly; ‘Ghosts’ Stand Out 


F & M—Circa 1935 


(Reprinted from Variety, 
April 24, 1935) 


FIBBER McGEE AND MOLLY 
Marian and Jim Jordan, Har- 
low Wilcox, Ronnie and Van, 
Kathleen Wells. Marcelli 
Orch 
Serial, 30 Mins. 
COMMERCIAL 
WJZ, New York 
A bit hard to pass on Fibbe1 
McGee's first major radio ef- 
fort, due to his brief appear- 
ance on the program and the 
skimpy material handed out 
Half-hour, first of a new WJZ 
series, on Tuesday nights at 10 
EST, stacked up more as 
a slipshod musical hour than a 
refreshing down-to-earth com- 
edy serial. Dialog weak with 
continuity broken up continu- 
ously by orchestrations and 
rural atmospheric sounds 
Marian and Jim Jordan play 
the leading characters, a 
combo of henpecked husband 


with wisecracking wife The 
nickname also explains the 
type of humor _ unrolled 


Femme’'s brogue is decidedly 
Irish and husband relays in a 


hinteriand twang. No special 
reason * for this varied 
REALE? UNS» tanocues | tis 


not what ..ey say particularly, 
but the manner in which it is 
delivered. Nary a real out- 
and-out laugh in the lot. ex- 
cepting just once in a while, a 
carefully prepared gag would 
manage to be timed correctly 
Again the script limitations 
hampered the duo from ever 
getting underway. Team has 
been on the air steadily for 
several years. Johnson's Auto 
Wax sponsoring this one 

Auto palaver plentiful, with 
filling-stations, mechanics, 
etc.. worked in the story, 
though it was none too clever 
Enamel talk was handled by 
Harlow Wilcox, who killed a 
few quips due to his premature 
laughs. In between, songstress 
Kathleen Wells, whose natural- 
ness turned into affectation af- 
ter a while, warbled. Also Ron- 
nie and Van, harmony couple 
All three later joined for a 
song with Marcelli’s orchestra. 

Middle-class sound effects 
never struck an authentic tone 
Automobiles chugging came 
over like a motor-boat pulling 
into dock Audience laughs 
were frequent though the an- 
nouncer’s signal to give was 
quite evident As it stands, 
program demands swilter 
pacing. punchier lines and 


By GEORGE ROSEN 


NBC's velvet-carpeted kilocycles 
were spread out for “Fibber Mc- 
Gee and — (Jim and Marian 
Jordan) last Tuesday (13) in an 
hour-long broadcast to mark their 
15th anniversary as bigtime radio 
personalities and Johnson's Wax 
star sales team. For the occasion 
NBC and F & M's sponsor wrapped 
up most of the web's roster of 
major talent to join in the tribute 
and if, as Bob Hope suggested, 
“we've got to stick together, there 
aren't many of us left,” the 60- 
minute parlay transiated itseif into 
a sock entertainment layout. 

Hope, Dinah Shore (‘currently 
flaunting the CBS banner as a co- 
star of the Jack Smith Procter & 
Gamble show), Hal Peary ‘Great 
Gildersleeve”), William Bendix, 
Perry Como, Robert Young, 
F & M’s perennial Harlow Wilcox, 
Phil Harris and Alice Faye, Dennis 
Day and Bill Thompson ‘Mr. 
Wimple” of the F & M show), were 
among those making the Wistful 
Vista stopover for the inevitable 
byplay and capsule showcasing of 
their distinctive talents, built 
around a Don Quinn-Phil Leslie 
scripting job that was strictly off 
the big league shelf. 

Over and above the obvious in- 
tent of Johnson’s Wax to salute 
the comedy duo that had spiraled 
the product’s sales charts into a 
SE ee Ee gee tee ak : : 
consistently high Hooperated Tues- 
day night show, last week's 60- 
minute presentation threw into 
sharp focus some unmistakable 
trade overtones. 

For Fibber & Molly, it pin- 
pointed one of radio's most fabu- 
lous “then-and-now”’ success stories, 
contrasting their present-day en- 
viable position with the initial 
Variety verdict of 1935 that ‘as it 


stands, program demands swifter 
pacing, punchier lines and more 
of Fibber McGee and his frau.” 


‘Quote was reprised by Wilcox on 
last week's anniversary show) 


In terms of NBC, the F & M 
anni program served as a super 
on-the-air promotion job to kick 


off the new season, under the 
favorable circumstances of having 
a client pick up haif of the 60- 
minyte tab, thus taking the web 
partially off the promotion heok 
The ‘NBC Story’ Again 
Again, the F & M Saga served as 
choice ammunition for the net- 
work's “NBC Story” in its current 
campaign to convince its affiliates 
that programs and personalities 
aren't established overnight; that 
invariably it takes years of nurs- 
ing and developing to hit the big- 
time talent jackpot, a program- 
ming facet that received consider- 
able attention at the web's Green- 


more of Fibber McGee and his # brier convention a couple weeks 


frau. 








RICHFIELD SPORTS REPORTER “@Pparent in 


With Russ Hodges 
15 Mins.; Sat., 7:30 p.m. 
RICHFIELD OIL 
ABC, from N. Y. 

(Morey, Hum & Johnstone) 

This airer makes another addi- 
tion to the flock of sports news 
programs that are dishing up latest 
results from the ticker. Sportcast- 
ers seem to be crowding the air- 
lanes before the impending base- 
ball world series and _ collegiate 
football season in the same num- 
bers that news analysts used to 
be heard in the pre-war Munich 
crisis. The difference lies in the 
sportscasters’ general disinclination 
for the sweeping speculation. It's 
more accurate but les*exciting 

Nuss Hodges conducts this show 
competently, covering the major 
events in the sports world with a 
palatable brand of chatter, He's 
also featuring sports celebs on this 
weekly show. On the preem (17), 
N. Y. Giant coach Freddie Fitz- 
simmons spoke knowledgeably of 
both baseball and football with 
some inside glimmers of some of 
the problems faced on the pvlaving 


field Herm. 
LAND WE LIVE IN 
With: Bruce MacFerland, Eileen 


Murphy, Dick Quigley, Sterling 
Harkins, Carlo, Koenig, Thad 
Shor, Haskell Schwartzberg 
Writer: Kensinger Jones 
Director-Producer: Ted Wescott 
Musical Director: Russ David 
30 Mins.: Thurs. 8:30 p.m. 
UNION ELECTRIC CO. OF MIS- 
SOURI 
KSD, St. Louis ; 
‘Csardner 
The teeoff of the 277th program 
of this series as the 12th year 
resumed after summer layoff was 


an episode of the wild and wooly ' 


west when the establishing of the 
(Continued on page 49) 


back. 

But the reverse aspect was also 
last week's show. 
Granted that Hope, Harris-Faye, 
Day, “Gildersleeve,”” Bendix. Shore, 
Como, etc., were in fine fettle, with 
Fibber & Molly in particular riding 
the crest, and the able Quinn- 
Leslie scripting assist, the fact re- 
mains that the top talent defections 
to CBS were apparent. Those 
Hope-Bing Crosby ‘now CBS) 
crossfires that previously spiraled 
such promotional binges into 
“dream shows"; those Jack Benny 
(now CBS)-Fred Allen banters; 
the Egdar Bergen-Charlie McCar- 
thy ‘now CBS) comedy, the Red 
Skelton, Amos 'n’ Andy, and Burns 
& Alien ‘all now CBS) routines 
that had in years past given star- 
studded NBC showcases a superla- 
tive quality, by virtue of the cumu- 
lative top name parlaying, were 
conspicuously absent. 

In effect, NBC was saying “here 
is our best” ‘Eddie Cantor and 
Jimmy Durante should have been 
included in the F & M lineup). 
What it left unsaid, though appar- 
ent, was that NBC has lost of a 
lot of talent. 


TED MALONE TRAVELS 

Producer: Bob Steen 

Director: Hal Graham 

Writer: Malone 

5 Mins., Mon.-thru-Fri., 3:55 p.m. 

WESTINGHOUSE 

ABC, from N. Y. 
MeCann-Erickson } 

This five-minute filier is sup- 
posed to feature stories of people 
ind places enceuntered by Ted 
Malone in his travels. However, 
the first of these cross-the-board 
auickies. aired Monday (19), was 
just another fairy tale. Yarn was 
short and sweet with Malone giving 
a pleasing narration. Failure of the 
initial program to follow the title 
format was due to a delay in the 
start of Malone's trip 

Initial broadcast had little in the 
way of drawing power. Commer 
cials are handled effectively. 


fc-savoff through thete. 
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ABC's 


Hollywood, Sept. 20 

ABC's fifth station and L. A.’s 
seventh and last —KECA-TV— 
threw off the wraps last Friday 
night (16) and tossed in its lot in 
the most highly competitive tele- 
vision market in the country. It 
was an auspicious takeoff, with the 
station airing an hour dedicatory 
program and then seguing into the 
USLA-Oregon State football game 
the first of the conference season 
all of which played in L.A. will 
be televised on the ABC outlet un- 
der the dual sponsorship of Hoff- 
man television and Dodge motors 

When the gridders trotted off the 
field it was pretty much the con- 
sensus that KECA'’s picture was as 
good as any in town and the in- 
augural program showed evidence 
of planned showmanship Hour 
show was sponsored by Union Pa- 
cific and under Art Linkletter’s 
consun.mate emceeing the special- 
ty acts were run off smoothly and 
with ornate production backup 
Ice rink was constructed for a 
skate revue and much of the com- 
edy business took place on a re- 
plica of a UP streamliner. Acts 
included Chico Marx, clowning at 
the piano; Dick Wesson, comic; De 


(Continued on page 38) 


‘Ruthie’ Cut Off From 
Sun. Telephone Bit 
To Expedite 4-Hr. Sale 


Philip Morris’ “Ruthie on the 
Telephone” wiii be cut from six to 
five times a week, starting Oct. 2, 
when CBS-TV puts Crosley’s “This 
Is Broadway” into the 7:30-8 p.m. 
Sunday slot. The web reclaimed 
the 7:55 p.m. Sunday spot which 
the five-minute strip held knowing 
chances of selling a 25-minute 
show are not too good. “Ruthie” 
will be aired Monday, Tuesday, 
Thursday, Friday and Saturday. 

Reason for no “Ruthie” on 
Wednesdays is that Chesterfield 
sponsors Arthur Godfrey at 8 and 
it seems the tobacco men don’t like 
to rub shoulders with the compe- 
tition 


Chrysler has signed for a 13- 
week series of half-hour programs 
featuring film highlights of col- 
lege and pro grid games on four 
ABC-TV outlets. Stations to air one 
series, “Touchdown,” are WJZ-TV, 
N. Y., WMAL.-TV, Washington, and 
WXYZ-TV, Detroit. Stanza will 
start in Detroit tonight (Wed.) 
and in t’. Y. and Washington Fri- 
day (23). 

Auto outfit will also back “Na- 
tional Pro Highlights” over 
WENR-TV, Chi, on Fridays, start- 
ing Sept. 30. Sponsorship of 
“Touchdown” will also be extend- 
ed to Boston, Baltimore and Cleve- 


land and the pro grid series will 
be extended to Philly. 


H'wood Station in Auspicious 
Takeoff; New Tricks for Grid ‘Cast 


+ 





GIMBEL’S BUYS TRUEX 
WPIX COMEDY SERIES 


Signing by Gimbel’s, N. Y. de- 
partment store, for a new series of 
half-hour domestic comedy shows 
starring Ernest Truex and his fam- 
ily the N. Y. Daily News’ 


ovel 


WPIX underlines the resurgence of | 


that station to a point where it can 
compete for viewers with the net- 
work flagship outlets in N. Y 

WPIX took the air with an am- 
bitious schedule of high-budgeted 
programs on June 15, 1948. Experi- 
ment proved too costly, however, 
and the station  backtracked 
slightly to concentrate more on 
films, sports events and low- 
budgeted studio programs. Since 
then it has amassed a number of 
local sponsors and recently signed 
Warren Wade, former NBC produc- 
tion chief, as program manager to 
rebuild its studio shows. “Truex 
Family” is the latest in a string of 
more costly productions the station 
has recently slotted 

New show, starring Truex; his 
wife, Sylvia Fields, and*their child- 
ren, Sally and Barry, tees off Oct 
13 at 7:30 p.m. Script wii be sci 
in a simulated version of the Truex 
home, making it possible to inte- 
grate plugs for Gimbel’s merchan- 
dise. Program marks the entry of 
Gimbel’s into TV advertising in 
N. Y., although other Gimbel’s 
stores have bankrolled shows in 
Philadelphia and Milwaukee. 


No ad agency was involved in the 
deal. It was set up personally by 
Daily News prez F. M. Flynn and 
Bernard Gimbel, prexy of the store 
chain. 


Kaycee to Get ‘Sneak’ 
On WDAF-TV Operation 
At Top Politico Shindig 


Kansas City, Sept. 20. 
WDAF-TY will break the tape to 
make a special broadcast prior to 





beginning regular operation when | 


it covers the President and the 
testimonial dinner for William 
Boyle, new chairman of the Demo- 
crat party, to be given here Sept. 
29 in the Municipal Auditorium. 
Station is not set to begin regular 
broadcast until Oct. 16, but with 
Pres. Truman, several cabinet 
members and governors on hand 
for the event it was too much to 





Untainted 


Paul Gerard Smith, veteran 
scripter, with a background 
that runs the gamut from the 
heyday of vaudeville to Holly- 
wood, is now in the new video 
medium. He observes: 

“This Television stuff is 
great. You can’t lose your 
amateur standing—no money 
changes hands.” 


UCLA-Oregon Gate On 


Curtain-Raiser Down, 
Laid to Video Impact 


Hollywood, Sept. 20 
UCLA-Oregon State grid game 
Saturday (17) had 37,420 admis- 
compared to 55,211 for sea- 
son’s first game last year. Game 
was televised this year but not in 
'48. UCLA and USC, home teams 
here have contracted with ABC to 
televise all home games for one 
season. | 
Dent in attendance was consid- 
ered definite demonstration of 
video’s power. 


WSB-TV SET FOR GRID 
SEASON, WITH SPONSOR 


Atlanta, Sept. 20. 
The half dozen home games of 





sions 





Georgia : at 
Grant Field will be televised over 
WSB-TV, Atlanta Journal station, 
starting with contest Saturday 
(24) between Tech and Vanderbilt's 
Commodores. 

General Electric Supply Corp. 
has signed on as sponsor of games. 
Following Vandy will come Wash- 


ington and Lee, Oct. 8; Auburn 
(VPI), Oct. 15; Duke, Oct. 29; 
South Carolina, Nov. 19; and 


Georgia, Nov. 26. 
| Thad Horton, sports director of 
|WSB-FM & AM and WSB-TV, will 


|provide play-by-play commentary | 


|with Frank Cason in role of pro- 
ducer. 
| Also on WSB-TV’s schedule for 


Paul Winchell’s TV 
Straight Dramatic Role 


NBC-TV's “Lights Out” moves 
into its new Friday night at 9:30 
time period this week with ven- 
triloquist Paul Winchell taking a 
stab at his first straight dramatic 
role. He’ll be starred in an adapta- 
tion of the Gerald Kersch short 
story, “The Whisper,” a psycho- 
logical meller revolving about a 
ventro who gradually assumes both 
the voice and personality of his 
dummy. 

Program, which has been off the 
air for several weeks, resumes a8 a 
sustainer, but Admiral is expected 
te pick up the tab soon. Show will 





aiternate each week with “Big! 
Story,” sponsored by Pall Mall 
cigarets, which teed off last week 
16). 


Ken Murray’s Unique 
| 3-Yr. CBS Pact; Kitty 
| Set Up for 7-Yr. Payoff 


| Ken Murray, producer-star of 
| “Blackouts,” currently at the Zieg- 
|feld, N. Y., goes on CBS salary 
this week at $2,750 and 


will draw $3,750 per when his new 


weekly, 


television series goes commercial. | 


Murray is on an unique three-year 
contract (40 weeks out of 52), cail- 
ing tor a IV package io cest $17,- 
500. With camera rehearsals it can 
go up to $20,000 a week in cost. 
This was at Murray's -nsistence, 
aided by David W. Siegel, his co- 


producer and attorney, so that the | 
CBS-Murray video package will not 


stint on talent. 


There is a bonus-saving incen- 
tive for Murray for the ensuing 
seven years, beyond the first three- 
year term, to which CBS and Mur- 
ray contribute 50-50. It works like 
this: 


both CBS and Murray put $2,500 
each, of the $5,000 differential sav- 
ing, into a revolving kitty. 
accrual is then paid off to Murray 


football season, starting Saturdayempyery quarter for seven years. It’s 


(24) will be a new show be 


called “Football Final.” 


WTCN’s 2-Way Grid Deal 


Minneapolis, Sept. 20. 
WTCN will air football! games 
simultaneously via radio and TV 
beginning Sept. 24 with Minnesota- 
Washington opener. Deal gives 
Rollie Johnson, play-by-play com- 
mentator, fast task, keying com- 
ment to television while keeping 

radio listeners up with events. 
Monitoring screen in broadcast- 
ing booth will enable Johnson to 


to 





,done in 1/28th payoffs, because 
four quarters per annum, for seven 
years, adds up to 28 equal parts. 


While it’s an incentive to watch 
budgets, that doesn’t mean Mur- 
ray and CBS are going to jeopard- 
ize their joint TV package just to 
save a few bucks, says the come- 
dian. The Murray-emceed vaudeo 
revue, also called “Blackouts,” is 
primed for kinescoping ultimately, 
and will be given its first closed- 
circuit test next Monday (26). 


‘ABC-TV TO PUSH 





pass up, even if premature, accord- | key TV talk and heep eves beth —4 CHI ORIGINATIONS 


ing to Dean Fitzer, genera! man- 
| ager of WDAF-TV. 

Dinner gees at $15 per plate, and 
| will be served to several thousand 


in the auditorium by the Muehle-| 
away, | 


bach hotel, three blocks : 
which is prepping the food. WDAF- 
TV has had its broadcasting facili- 
ties completed for several weeks, 
and hence will move in on the 
event in a non-commercial way. 
| Permission already has been given 


game itself and TV _ pickup. 
| WTCN’s television outlet this week 
‘went into operation full time seven 
days a week. 





| 


has signed to sponsor over WNBK 

film showing of Cleveland 
| Browns’ football games. Called 
“Quarterback Club,” the film will 
be commented upon by Bob God- 
ley, onetime sports reporter. Jay 
Miltner will be the announcer. Se- 


Agency is McCann-Erickson. Pix| by the White House for the TV ries will run for 15 weeks for 30- 


are packaged by F. Walker Orr. 
rc 








| coverage. 
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THE lonely wail of the prairie dog and the screech of big city taxis . . . 
the farmer who is up at 5:00 and the salesman on the 7:42 for the office 
- + + 13,000,000 New Yorkers or cattle herders of the western plains, 
we're Americans all with a love for what is truly our own. That’s why 
right here in kig New York, American folk music—hillbilly if you prefer, 
enjoys a popularity equal to that on the prairie from which it came. 
That's why Prairie Stars presented on WOV by Rosalie Allen, sweet- 
heart of the prairie, has built and holds one of the most loyal responsive 
audiences (64% of whom are women) in all of radio. 


For maximum results at minimum cost—for listeners who buy—for a 
program that sells—for product loyalty—for proven sales results, 


Prairie Stars broadcast nightly at nine. 


Ask to see the recently completed Prairie Stars Audience Audit. 


the facts on who is listening to. . . 
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Chicago, Sept. 20. 
ABC-TV is increasing the num- 
ber of shows it takes from its Chi 


aired by the web. 


First new fall stanzas to go east 
are “The Little Revue,” “Majority 
| Rules” and “Dr. Black.” Songs by 
Nancy Evans and Dick Larkin, 
dances by Nancy Doran and the 


Rex Maupin orch are featured on 


“Little Revue,” half-hour variety 
| with puppets, mechanical toys and 
| sketches. Show 
| days at 8:30 p.m. 
“Majority Rules” is a panel quiz. 
emceed by Tom Moore and telecast 
| Fridays at 8 p.m. “Dr. Black” is a 
whodunit produced by Bill S. Ball-! 
_inger and is aired Mondays at 
/o-a8 p.m. 





Margaret O’Brien 
As ‘Inside’ Guestar 


Moppet Margaret O’Brien was 
set this week as guest star on the 
preem of Arthur Schwartz’ “Inside 
U.S. A. with Chevrolet,” which tees 
off Sept. 29 via CBS-TV. She re 
places Fredric March, originally 
inked as the opening guest. 

With Peter Lind Hayes starring, 
Schwartz hopes to get the twice- 
monthly series off to a fast start 
by concentrating on comedy. 





Kansas City—Kansas City Star's 
efforts to hypo interest in teievi- 
sion met with huge success as more 
than 65,000 persons turned out to 
see its three-day exposition in the 
Municipal Auditorium Sept. 11-13. 
Expo was devised by the Star as 
a = ont ublic interest 

8 station. WDAF-TYV 
to the air Oct. 16. a 


should his shows only cost | 
$15,000 instead of the 20G ceiling, | 


This | 


is skedded Sun- 


Crosley’s 3-Way Ohio 
Co-ax Preems Sun. (25) 
With Lots of Hoopla 


Cincinnati, Sept. 20. 
Opening of coaxial cable service 
to Cincy, Dayton and Columbus, 0O., 
is set for Sunday (25), a six-day 
advance of the tentative date. 


NBC will salute the event with 
a special network telecast, honor- 
ing Crosley video outlets in the 
three cities. The program, from 
7:30 to 8 p.m., will feature NBC 
stars and messages from Miles 
Trammel, prexy, and Charles R. 
Denny, exec. veepee of NBC. 

The linking will start pickups of 
live programs by Cincy’s TV sta- 
tions from their network feeds: 
WKRC-TV is a CBS affiliate and 
WCPO-TV ties in with ABC and 
DuMont. 

Crosley stations are building up 
| the NBC direct tiein with promo- 
| tional activities this week. A stage 
show, “WLW Television Revue” by 
talent from the Crosley staff will 
be presented two performances 
nightly at independent auditoriums 





in the three cities: Thursday at 
Taft theatre, Cincy; Friday in 
Memorial Hall, Dayton, and Sat- 


urday at Memorial Hall in Colum- 
bus. 

Newspaper ads, outdoor sign 
boards and other promotional me- 
dia are heralding the slogan, “The 
best in TV from NBC—plus a mil- 
lion dotiars in WLW television tal- 
ent.” 


Cleve.-Akron Set Spurt 


Cleveland, Sept. 20. 

August television set sales al- 
most tripled in the Cleveland- 
Akron area according to the month- 
ly report from the Business Re- 
'search Bureau of Western Reserve 
| University. 

Sales totalled 8,025 during Au- 
gust, compared with 2,994 in July. 
Total number of sets in the area 
now total 70,760 in homes alone. 








Twin Cities’ 30,000 Sets 
Minneapolis, Sept. 20. 
Television use skyrocketed dur- 
ing August in the Twin City area 
in an increase in receiver pur- 
chases four to five times that of 
any other month, Stanley E. Hub- 
bard, president of KSTP, said. 
Hubbard has kept tabs on set sales 
since KSTP began telecasting. 
Hubbard said that by Oct. 1 
there will be 30,000 sets in use in 
the area, and that two weeks ago 
| Phileo, Admiral and RCA dealers 
|were out of stocks and awaiting 
~~ to fill orders. 





124,900 Hub TV Sets 
Boston, Sept. 20. 
According to latest joint sur- 
|vey by WNAC-TV and WBZ-TV, 
| 124,900 video sets are in operation 
in Greater Boston area. Survey 
shows 120,226 sets in homes and 


Cleveland — Leisy Brewing Co.| key, WENR-TV, with additional 4722 located in public spots. 
Windy City programs siated to be 


| This is an increase of 12,500 sets 
during month of August. 





M’waukee’s 32,830 Mark 
Milwaukee, Sept. 20. 
Television sets in the Milwaukee 
50-mile area numbered 32,830 on 
Sept. 1. 
Total represents a jump of 2,787 
sets during August. 


JUDY CANOV 


AMERICA’S NO. 1 
COMEDIENNE 
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WM. H. KING 
Personal Management 
A. S$. LYONS 


177 S. Beverly Dr. 
Beverly Hills, Calif. 








FOP CRETE AEA Peewee ee 





re eeeeererer 








)) 


‘vice 
. @.. 
-day 


with 
nor- 

the 
from 
NBC 
Liles 
s R. 


»s of 
sta- 
Peds: 
and 
and 


g up 
omo- 
stage 
” by 
will 
inces 
iums 
y at 

in 
Sat- 
lum- 


sign 
me- 
“The 
mil- 
1 tale 


rt 


20. 

s al- 
land- 
onth- 
. Re- 
serve 


Au- 

July. 

area 
12. 


20. 
dur- 
area 
pur- 

at of 

Hub- 
said. 

sales 


ct. 1 
ise in 
s ago 
-alers 
aiting 


sur- 
Z-TV, 
‘ation 
urvey 
; and 


D sets 


aukee 
30 on 


2,787 


A 


Ld 
a et 








wee 





CR > 








with guest stars in half-hour 


Wednesday, September 21, 1949 


INFORMAL COMMENTARY 


WITTY ANECDOTES 


* 
GUEST STARS 
* 


MUSIC by the 


WORLD'S GREAT ORCHESTRAS 


Playing Time: 55 minutes with standard 


allowance 


for commercials 


‘SIR THOMAS BEECHAM 








TURNS THE TABLES!" 


Music’s Number One Personality 
Hosts Radio’s Number One Transcription Package! 


AVAILABLE NOW! 


TOWERS of LONDON, Ltd., INTERNATIONAL TRANSCRIBED PROGRAMS 


“A STORY 
TO REMEMBER” 


John Millis of “Great Expecta- | 


tions” fame narrates and acts | 


dramatizations of outstanding | 
short stories by H. G. Wells, | 
Kipling, Conan Doyle, Somerset 
Maugham and others. 

26 Programs Now in Production 


“SIR THOMAS 
BEECHAM TURNS 
THE TABLES!” 


26 One-Hour Programs Available 





with Option for Further 26 





TOWERS of LONDON, Ltd. 


OLIVER W. NICOLL 


Vice President and National Director for the U. S. 


37 West 46 Street, New York City 19 


LUxemburg 2-5130 


*In the New York City area program will be sponsored 


exclusively on WQXR and WQXR-FM beginning this fall. 








Third Year on the Air in the British Empire 


“SECRETS of 
SCOTLAND YARD” 


Half-hour dramatizations of au- 
thentic crime stories from the 
case books of Scotland Yard, 
hosted by Clive Brook, assisted 
by Percy Hoskins, crime report- 
er of London “Daily Express.” 
104 Programs—80 Are Recorded 
ond Avaiichle 


“THE 
SUNDOWNER’”’ 


starring Chips Rafferty, popular 
Australian movie star. 
Thrilling outdoor adventures of 
the great Australian continent. 
26 Programs Available 
Recorded by Towers of London, tid. 
in Australia 


“‘LONDON 
PLAYHOUSE” 


Half-hour dramatizations of out- 
standing films and plays featur- 
ing original stars . . . Robert 
Donat, John Mills, Margaret 
Lockwood, James Mason, Tre- 
vor Howard, Celia Johnson, 
Robert Morley, Phyllis Calvert, 
Robert Newton, Deborah Kerr, 
Ann Todd, Stewart Granger, 
Anna Neagle, Jean Simmons 
and others. 
104 Programs Recorded and 
Available 


‘‘Celebrity Series”’ 
“The NOEL COWARD “THE ALLAN JONES 


PROGRAM’”’ 
Half-hour musical with Noel 
Coward, supported by Graham 


| Payn, Joyee Grenfell, Mante- 


vani and his Orchestra. 
13 Programs Available 


“THE GRACIE 
FIELDS PROGRAM” 


Gracie m.c.’s her half-hour pro- 
gram and sings her famous 
songs, together with Phil Green 
and his Concert Orchestra. 


13 Progrems Available 


Hollywood's famous singing star 
sings and m.c.’s a half-heur pro- 
gram, which also features the 
Luton Giris’ Choir and Sidney 
Torch and his Concert Orches- 
tra. 


26 Programs Now in Production 











“SOUS LES TOITS 
DE PARIS” 


Gay half-hour musical pregram 
with Jean Sablon, Charles Tre- 
net, Lucienne Boyer—compere 
is Jean Cavalli, popular French 
Canadian entertainer. 
13 Programs Available 

Recorded by Towers of London, ld., 
in Paris 
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DID MORE THAN 


ONE MILLION 
AMERICANS 


Write to this 


MEXICAN 


Radio Station 
we 


The Answer Is Something 
Every Well informed Time 
Buyer ond Advertiser Should Know 


Every one of those million and more 
residents of the United States wrote to 
XERF to BUY SOMETHING. Yes, thot 
is the total number of Actual C.0.D 
ond cosh ORDERS received at Del Rio, 
Texas, by advertisers over XERF whose 
mail went to the station. it does NOT 
include additional thousands upon 
thousands of orders that went direct 
to the advertiser. A station that has 
such definite proof of selling power 
deserves a prominent place on any 
advertiser's schedule. 

Write today for rate card and booklet 
that tells the story of 


THE POWERFUL MEXICAN STATION 
THAT BLANKETS THE U.S.A. 


XERF 


Licensed to Operate on 


150,000 
WATTS 


CLEAR CHANNEL 


iransmitter at Villa Acuna, Mexico 
MAIL ADDRESS, DEL RIO, TEXAS 


United States Representatives 


INTER-AMERICAN 
ADVERTISING AGENCY 
National Sales Representatives 
JONES BUILDING - DEL RIO, TEXAS 


DWIGHT ADVERTISING AGENCY 
John E. Hopkinson 
1665 NORTH MILWAUKEE AVE. 
CHICAGO 47, ILLINOIS 





























IN NEW YORK CITY ... - 


Morey Amsterdam has bought an abode in Yonkers “Hit Parade” | 
vocalist Bill Harrington has cleffed a tune, “Wendy,” to be theme for 
Wendy Barrie’s ABC-TV show Sammy Kaye’s transcription series 
for Chysler now on 400 outlets Dick Needin, WWRL announcer, wed 
Lillian Saunders, Sunday (18) and departs to rejoin WKNY, Kingston. 
John Magnus, ex-WICC, Bridgeport, joins the station Jack Cleary, 
ABC exec producer, leaving this week to head radio production for 
Kaster. Farrell, Chesley & Clifford. He'll produce “Duffy's Tavern.” 

Clarence Menser, former NBC program veepee, around town the past 
week informing acquaintances he's unloading his Florida station and 

shopping around” Franklin Pulaski back from the Coast where he 
played in Army documentary pic Peggy Anne Ellis, ex-WNEW 
warbler. now waxing for Signature records Estelle Moss. who had 
her own daily song series on WMBM, Miami, arrived back in Gotham 
last week ABC veepee Bob Saudek left Monday (19) on weeklong 
Defense Dept. junket to Washington, Eglin Field, Ft. Benning and 
Norfolk Joel Herron ‘WMGM music director) father of a second 
son WJZ’s Tony Lane and his Airlane Trio doubling into Jay's 
Circus Club in Jersey Richard Dana, writer of last year’s “Memo 
From Lake Success,” now scripting new cycle of the UN series for CBS | 

Transcription of CBS’ “People’s Choice,” penned by Pete Lyon, 
was used as basis of a symposium for high school students in Cincy 
vesterday ‘Tues.) Gilbert Seldes has dropped his “America’s Funny- 
bone” on WNEW to resume his “Seven Lively Arts” series Sunday (25) 

WCBS’ Bill Leonard got news of the birth of his fourth son dur- 
ing his broadcast Friday (16) Ed Jerome is new “Lora Lawton” 
player Bartlett Robinson, Anita Anton and Kenneth Lynch join 

Backstage Wife”’ Humphrey Davis added to “Lorenzo Jones” 
Ethel Wilson, Richard Janaver and Ivor Francis new to “Front Page 
Farrell’ “Just Plain Bill,” produced by Frank and Anne Hummert 
begins its 18th year on the air this week 

“American Album of Familiar Music” returns to NBC Sunday (25) 
after eight-week vacation. Program, originated and produced by Frank 
Hummert, begins 19th radio season Musical cast includes Donald 
Dame, Evelyn MacGregor, Margaret Daum, Buckingham Choir and 
Gustave Haenschen’s orch Kate Smith has moved from her Lake 
Placid home and is back in Gotham Betty Colclough, program di- 
rector of ABC’s “America’s Town Meeting,” resting in Honolulu for 
two weeks recuperating from a case of malaria contracted during the 
show's world tour Eliot Jacoby, WOR chief arranger, vacationing 
for 10 days on the Coast “Family Closeup” being picked up by 206 


ABC affiliates, high average for a public service sustainer Zangwill 
Golobe, ex-Frederic W. Ziv, has joined WOR sales staff Ken Dyke, | 


Y&R veepee, father of a boy, David Maria Caterine, MBS fashion 
editor, back after two weeks in Canada NBC Staffers held annual 
outing honoring 10- and 20-year club members yesterday (Tues.) at 
Huntington Crescent club Kathleen O. Henderson, of NBC con- 
tinuity acceptance, planes next month for annual vacation in Ireland 

New MBS co-op, “Behind the Story.” has picked up 100 sponsors 
in two weeks on the air Herb Landon, Kenyon & Eckhardt radio 
flack, to Chi for Sylvania TV account New sponsor using radio for 
first time is C. J. Van Houten & Zoon, old Dutch cocoa firm. Outfit 
has signed for participations on WOR. 


IN HOLLYWOOD ... 


Howard Petrie pulled out of the Garry Moore show for three weeks 
for a picture job, which is another reason why radio actors like to work 
on Hollywood shows. Subbing for him in the Moore menagerie will be 
Bill Comstock (Tizzie Lish) Gene Autry sold out his half interest in 
KOWL, Santa Monica, Cal., to Art Groghan, which makes him the 
sole owner. Station is a daytime operation Bob Kopp, the lawyer 
fellow, flew down to Puerto Rico to get Ed Gardner's signature to the 
contract with Blatz beer Benita Hume will have the femme lead in 
Don Quinn’s “Halls of Ivy” if it is sold to Schlitz. Edna Best had to 
withdraw because of a stage commitment in New York CBS will 
load up Jack Benny with guestars for the Sept. 25 broadcast to bally 
their openings the following Sabbath. On call are Red Skelton, Amos | 
‘mn’ Andy and Edgar Bergen and his dummies Dick Mack’s produc- 
tion assistant on the Jean Davis show, Virginia White, took to the hos- 
pital for a cutting. Sawbones was husband of Shirley Mitchell also on 
the Davis stanza. Screen Guild Players tee up the season early next 
month with the dynamite combo on Clark Gable and Lana Turner in 
“Homecoming.” Tom Luckenbill due in town with the answer to 
whether SGP and Jimmy Durante swap broadcast time Lou Irwin 
hiked east to smoke up a radio deal for the Ritz*freres Bobby Lee 
also east-bound to direct “Journey of Trygve Jones” in the United 
Nations series on NBC. He also collaborated on the script with Jerry 
Lawrence ABC stood the tap for a record of Vera Vague’s Diary 
and if Bud Barry likes it there'll be two quarter segments a week 
Jimmy Saphier is back in New York town trying to get Charles Luck- 
man to relent on his no-tape edict to Bob Hope. His original proposal 
Was for a certain number of Ampexed records each cycle so it's likely 
he'll reinstate it now that he won his legal tilt with Hope Abe Bur- 
rows around for a couple of tapes with Cresby CBS finally worked 
out a name for its TV annex up the street at 6363 Sunset, recently va- 
cated by ABC. Hal Hudson, assistant to Harry Ackerman on teevee 
programming, offered “63” and that's what it will be In town for 
this ‘n’ that are ABC's Bob Kintner, Earl Mullin, Ernest Lee Jahnke, 
Frank Marks; Colgate’s Jim Douglas, Compton's Lewis Titterton, Proc- 
ter & Gamble’s Bill Craig, Bill Cutchins of Brown & Williamson, and | 
Jack Simpson of the Seeds agency Chet Mittendorf sought to sound | 
out 160 station managers on what they thought of Jack McElroy after a 
year as the late Tom Breneman’s successor as emcee of “Breakfast in | 
Hollywood.” The response was almost unanimous that McElroy was 
the perfect choice and Mittendorf, who runs the works, was quick to” 
put him under a long term contract Adolphe Wenland, the give- 
away king, dropped into a picture show the other night with the missus 
and caught his son, Burt, in all three pictures (one a preview) nm 
Chick MacGregor, top Rotarian in town. is recording the Rotary Speect 
of the Week for airing over KMGM. — 


WTMJ’s Bid for Fringe 


Sponsors on AM, Tele cio" oi". Jane ee. pare 


television with “Easy 

Milwaukee, Sept. 20 Aces.” Show specially devised for 
WTMJ and its affiliate WTMJ- Video has been packaged by Fred 
TV have a pair of participation W. Ziv. 
musical shows in an active bid to It'll be a 15-minute comedy for- 
attract the small, fringe type of mat, for possibly once, twfte and 
sponsors, who can't afford to bank- three-time weekly presentaton 
roll full programs. Ace is also represented in video 

WTMJ has teed off with a 15- With his cross-the-board “Ruthie on 
minute radio musical strip, using the Telephone” Philip Morris cap- 
the Jack Teter Trio in the 6 p. m. Sule package on CBS. 
slot. WTMJ-TV debuted “The Gay es 


Rancheros” show as a once-a-week. Columbus, Ind. — Lutheran Lay 
i. package, with Jose men’s League has renewed the 
Mayol and Dorothy Dee carrying “Lutheran Hour” for 52 weeks over 











the ball on South American songs WCSI-FM. Account was placed 
and dances. direct. . 


|Menke, Goldenrod owner. NBC-TV 


_band-hunting girls surveyed by an 


HOLE, KRABER EXIT 


DU MONT; BUDGET CUT | 


Two DuMont program toppers | 
are walking out. of the video web | 
this week because of its budgetary | 
slashings of program costs. Exit- | 
ing are Leonard Hole, director of 
network operations, and Tony 
Kraber, manager of program pre- 
sentation. Both feel that with Du- 
Mont’s present economy wave, 
quality shows will be difficult to 
produce. 

Hole, who had been with Du- 
Mont 18 months, had previously 
been with CBS for 14 years, 10 of 
them directly in TV. He had 
brought Kraber over from CBS in 
June, '48, after the latter had been 
with CBS for eight years 


Eagles Nix Gives Hischool 
Gridders TV Break 


Philadelphia, Sept. 20. 
High school games will take over 


' Sunday video here with the Phila- 
delphia Eagles refusing to grant 


TV rights for home games to local 
stations. WCAU-TV announces it 
will televise games in the Philadel- 
phia Catholic High School league, 
some of which draw as many as 
40,000 spectators. 

The Catholic League plays four 
games each Sunday afternoon, and 
the station’s exclusive deal with the 
league allows it to pick the game 
it feels will be the biggest drawing 
card. WCAU-TV has booked the 
games through Sunday, Nov. 13, 


plus the annual Thanksgiving 
morning tilt between Roman 
Catholic and St. Joseph’s High 


School. 


Philly’s TV Talent Show 


Philadelphia, Sept. 20. 
“Fame and Fortune.” one of the 
most ambitious talent shows at- 
tempted locally, begins Thursday 
(22) over WCAU-TV under the 
sponsorship of the Otto Erlanger 
Brewery. Program will award 
$1,000 to winnin act and arrange 
bookings for many of the contest- 
ants in night clubs and theatres. 
Show is under direction of 
“Uncle Jim” Harkins, former Fred 
Allen personal manager and talent 
scout. Harkins will act as emcee 
and assist performers whenever 
warranted Program will present 
six pro and non-pro acts each week, 
with audience voting on winning 
performance. 

















Chicago, Sept. 13. 

Jack Brand Productions has 
signed the Showboat Goldenrod, 
one of the last of the river the- 
atres, for a TV series of oldtime 
mellers that Brand is currently 
peddling to the nets and sponsors 
at a $9.700-$17.600 price range. 
Now anchored at St. Louis, Golden- 
rod has been overhauled for sea- 
worthiness. and will figure in a 
tour of Mississippi, Great Lakes, 
Gulf and east coast ports with 
present and future web hookups. 
Tentative plans now include one 
and two-week stops at Chicago, 
Milwaukee, Detroit, Buffalo, To- 
ledo, Cleveland, Syracuse, Pitts- 
burgh, Washington, New York and 
Richmond. Brand is offering week- 
ly shows which normally run two 
hours or more, but which can be 
tailored down to TV length. 


Scheme calls for regular nightly 
shows, open to the public at regu- 
lar admission prices, which will 
help pay the operations tab, and 
give the performers one or two 
weeks of rehearsal for the TV ver- 
sion. Format wil include an actor 
in the emcee role of Captain Billy 


is reported interested in the pack- 
age, but if web gives it the brush 
on a sustainer deal, Brand has 
lined several potential sponsors, 
including Admiral, AT&T, and sev- 
eral insurance companies. 

Herbert Laufman Productions is 
offering several 30-minute low-cost 
packages to agencies—a three-piece 
musical series using bits from Gil- 
bert & Sullivan operas at $700; 
“Bringing Up Baby.” using a regis- 
tered nurse in a live baby sequence 
on healti? and training at $500; “I 
Wanna Get Married,” with hus- 


NEW TELE PACKAGES || 


WNEW (N.Y.) Will Sift 
U.S. Economic Trends 
In Projected Series 


On the theory that today news 


(of price cuts, currency devalua- 


tions, recessions and other busi- 
ness statistics has become a sub- 


, ject for discussion by the man in 
|the street, WNEW, N. Y., is prep- 


ping a regular show devoted to eco- 
nomic trends. Airer will be a di- 
gest of dozens of major trade news- 
papers and mags and general busi- 
ness publications. Permission to 
excerpt stories from Fortune, 
Newsweek and McGraw-Hill jour- 
nals has already been received. 
Stanza, to be launched in two 
weeks, is available for sponsorship 
but at first will have “cammercials” 
selling WNEW as an advertising 
medium to businessmen in audi- 
ence. Henry Morgenthau III will 
be editor of the program, with Dr. 
Robert A. Love. head of the City 
College of New York business 
school, serving as consultant 


TED GRANIK’S ‘FORUM’ 
IN SWITCH TO NBC 


Washington, Sept. 20 
Theodore Granik’s “American 
Forum of the Air,” which has been 
on WOR and Mutual for 21 years, 
will switch to NBC Signing off 
Monday (19). Granik announced 
that in a few weeks the oldest 
radio forum ‘“‘would move to an 
other network as a simultaneous 
AM-TV feature.” The stanza had 
a 10-week run on NBC-TV this 
summer as an independent video 
program, which indicates that that 
web will get the show. 
Format will be revamped to fit 
simulcast requirements Three 
sponsors are reported nibbling 





Paterson, N. J.—John Faulk, 
former CBS and WOV.N. Y.. staf- 
fer, has launched a 90-minute 
morning series. “Pat the Rancher,” 
on WPAT. As “Pat.” Faulk is be- 
ing used to symbolize the station, 
making promotional speeches at 
Rotary and similar lunches in his 
rancher’s outfit. Faulk is a veteran 
lecturer with Columbia Lecture 
Bureau. 








Bill Griffith, morning 
newscaster on KMBC- 
KFRM, is a newspaper and 
radio veteran of outstand- 
ing ability. His morning 
newscasts are the most pop- 
ular in the Kansas City area, 
specially written and deliv- 
ered for Heart of America 


audiences. 





Bill Griffith 
Bill's 6 a. mi. morning 
news, first of the day, is cur- 
rently available! If you're 
interested in reaching a big, 
early morning audience, 
we'd suggest you act fast! 


Contact us, or any Free 
& Peters “Colonel” on his 
availabilities! . 








all-male jury at $750: “Second 
Guessers,” a panel show using 
hindsight judgment on difficult 


situations at $500; and book re- 


viewer Florence Burke Ellis, who 
acis oul outlines of plots, at $200. 
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Tele Chatter 


———— 








New York 


-TV packaging an hour-long | 
a. show to star Ted Steele, | 
who now has a 15-minute across- | 


-board show on the web 
ise plugged the return of 


ton Berle and the “Star Thea- | 
ns to NBC-TV last night (Tues.) | 


with a skywriting plane over Radio 
City spelling out “Berle’s Back” 
yesterday .. . CBS comic Robert 
Q. Lewis, now subbing for the star 
on CBS-TV's “Arthur Godfrey & 
Friends,” cited by the Univ. of 
Michigan Ciub as this year’s out- 
standing graduate in radio and 
tele . Ralph Warren named 
producer-director of CBS-TV's 
“Fred Waring Show” for Young & 
Rubicam, replacing Roland Gillett 
who's now a Y.&R. veepee ; 
Oliver W. Nicoll joined World 
Video staff as exec producer. He's 
now producing “Couple of Joes” 
and “Wendy Barrie Show,” both 
on ABC-TV ... WOIC (‘Washing- 
ton). WLWT (Cincinnati) and 
WLWC (Columbus) bought the 
new WPIX package of 13 film 
oldies, bringing total of stations to 
13... . Variety show to spotlight 
new talent, titled “Showbusiness, 
Inc.” and produced by indie Martin 


Jones, tees off Friday (23) on 
WPIX Jack Mangan, who 
conducts “Ship’s Reporter” for 


WJZ-TV, writing a bovok based on 
his experiences in_ interviewing 
ceiebs Messing s Prize Party 
returned to CBS-TV last night 
(Tues.), with Bill Slater continuing 
as emcee ... New School for Social 
Research opening a 15-week course 
in “Television News” Monday 
(26), to be conducted by Dr. Henry 
Cassirer, freelance producer and 
former CBS-TV news editor ; 
WSAZ-TV (Huntington, W. Va.) 
and KTLX (Phoenix) inked as 
affiliates by CBS-TV ... Mel Allen 
and Jim Britt signed to call the 
Notre Dame football telecasts. 
which preem Saturday (24) over 
the DuMont web. . . Sylvia Fried- 
lander has just been named as- 
sistant producer of the _ Boris 
Karloff AM and TV show on ABC. 
John J. Anthony marked his 
400,000th case on his WPIX series 
Sunday (18)... Bonnie Baken, one 
of the leads on NBC-TV's “Mixed 


Doubles,’ wed Joseph W. Riker, Jr., 
Sunday (11) Kenyon & Eck- 
hardt will unveil its new Holly- 


wood-style projection room at its 
Park ave. headquarters. shortly 

Dave Burns comic who was 
in “Make Mine Manhattan” musi- 
comedy, added to Allan Sands 
“Cinderella on Broadway” in re- 
hearsal at NBC-TV. 


Hollywood 


KECA-TV will install a 
projection unit for some of its 
video programs. Unit includes a 
special projector, screens and 
transparency slides. 


rear 


of David O. Selznick’s Vanguard 
Films Corp. Included in the pur- 
chase were sets from “Duel in the 
Sun.” “Gone With the Wind” and 
‘Portrait of Jennie.” .. . Betty 
Mears has been inked by KTLA 
as a staff writer-producer ; 
“Hollywood in Three Dimensions” 
has had option picked up by 
KTTV. New budget calls for $150 
weekly as against $75 for first 13 
weeks “Morey Amsterdam” 
show has been renewed for 26 over 
KTSL . KLAC-TV will go to 
six-day programming schedule. 
Gasume Oct. 16...*5. @ U.” 


Station has | 
alsowcquired the entire scene dock | 





ackaged by Allen Miner, bows on | 


ECA-TV Sunday. Show is a quiz 


layout featuring Chick Chandler | 


KECA - TV 


= will 
IMPPRO-Cascade 


Pictures 


tre,” next week. Donald Morrision, 
Alma Lawton and Jack Nestle have 
been cast‘“for lead roles . . . “Lone 
Ranger” pix made by Apex Pic- 
tures for General Milis Foods 
Start rolling on KECA-TV Thurs- 
day ‘22). 


Chicago 


WGN-TV sports manager Jack 
Brickhouse and Trib sportswriter 
Wilfrid Smith to collaborate on 


“Big 10 Football” film series start- | 


ing Fri. (23)... WENR-TV sports- 
caster Vince Garrity staging a con- 
test to pick most valuable Cub 
baseball player. Garrity is donat- 
ing a TV set to winning player 
and letter-writer . . . Commentator 
Adelaide Hawley featured in series 
on TV commercials produced by 
Sarra, Inc. .. . Vince Lieyd is new 
WGN-TV sports announcer. He'll 
team with Bill O’Connor in han- 
dling collegiate football games 
-- . Cowboy singer Johnny Bond 
lined for ABC-TV guest shot on 

rm Dance... Tem O’Brien of 
American National Video among 


audition | 
live | 
video package, “Everybody's Thea- | 








of TV production in the black .. . 
WBKB promotion topper Red 
Quinlan lining 100.000 copies of a 
36-page album containing station 
spread and tips on how to operate 
home sets. 





London 


A small nabe theatre in Hayes 
is to become a TV studio for the 
performance of A. G. Macdonnell’s 
“The Fur Coat,” to which mem- 
bers of the public are being in- 
vited ... Barbara Mullen starring 
in a revival of “The Kingdom of 
God,” first telecast in 1947 and 
to be shown on Sunday next and 
the following Thursday . Studio 
presentation of the Cicely Court- 
neidge musical “Her Excellency” 
was featured in last week's pro- 
gram, the adapted version being 
produced by Jack Hulbert 
Principle races at Ascot on Sept. 


23 and 24 will be on the video 
program when Peter O’Sullevan, 
Peter Dimmock and Harry Green 
will be commentators .. . Cyril 
Raymond, Michael Shepley, Des- 
mond Walters-Ellis and Olaf Olsen, 
star in “Cupid and the Com- 


” 


mande! which goes on the air on 
Saturday evening. 





Carolina B’casters Meet 
Sept. 20 
the North 


Greensboro. N. C 
A joint 
and South 


meeting of 
Carolina Broadcasters 
Assns. will be held at Southern 
Pines, Oct. 16, the day preceding 
the convention of the fourth dis- 
trict of the NAB. 





’ ? ° 
Y&R’s ‘People’ Shifts 
Norman Frank, formerly direc- 
tor of “We The People,” has been 
named general expeditor for the 
radio and video department of 
Young & Rubicam. Ed Franck will 
take over direction of “We The 
People” on AM with Jim Sheldon 
doing the TV version. 

Frank will assist Rod Erickson 
and Bill Gillette, the agency's pro- 
duction chiefs. 


D.C.’s Co-op-Owned 
FMer Nears Black Ink, 
Beating Timetable 


20. 





Washington, Sept 


WCFM here 


only cooperatively 
owned FMer in the lI S.. told 
members last week it may be out 
of the red by next June An 


nouncing a 
additional 


sell an 
preferred 


campaign to 
$50,000 of 
stock to complete the _ station’s 
financing, Wallace J. Campbell, 
prexy of Cooperative Broadcasting 
Assn., said the improvement in re- 
cent months indicates the two-year 
timetable for becoming se!f-liqui- 
dating may be beaten. The station 
started operation less than a year 
ago 

September billings are expected 
to be the highest for any month 
so far, and October will show a 
further increase, the station 
clared. Seven new advertising 
counts an ll contract 
announced 


de 

ac- 
renewals 
were 


Hempstead, N. ¥.—Weekly Jew- 
ish religious program, first any 
Jewish group has undertaken as a 
regular series on Long Island, will 
bow on WHLI this week. 


Is Video Bad for Kiddies’ Eyes? 
L.A. School Nurses Claim It Is 


Hollywood, Sept. 20. 

Television industry shuddered 
and pondered the outcome last 
week when it was learned that a 
very great many pupils who re- 
turned to public school classrooms 
were being admonished shun 
television.” 


“to 


Nurses from the nursing division 
of the L. A. Board of Education last 
week the rounds of 
rooms dishing out free advice 
healthful practices, and many 
basted video 
pecially the 
lower grades 


made class 
on 
lam- 
advising students, es- 
more youthful in the 
not to look at the re- 


ceivers their parents may have in 
their homes 
The nurses, in many instances, 


told the pupils that the “flickering” 
could be very damaging to young- 
sters’ vision. Many of the nurses, 
further, were moved by a fear that 
tele watching would keep tots up 
too late at night, and also keep 
them from applying themselves to 


their school homework Some 
nurses openly used this argument 
against video in their lectures 
others seemed merely swaved 


against the medium by their know! 


edge that TV watching may dis- 
tract pupils from skullwork over 
textbooks 

Last week officials of the nurs- 
ing division of the Board of Edu- 
cation stated no official directive 
has been issued formally telling 
school-visiting nurses to preach 
against video. However, the offi- 


cials stressed, all nurses have been 
advised that they are at liberty to 
air their personal views on sub- 
ject and that if any or all wish to 
advise students in the schools here 
to shun television, they are free 
to do so. 

One of the ranking officials after- 
wards remarked, “Possibly some of 
the television people will not like 
this attitude, but our foremost con- 
cern is the health of the students.” 


CBS GETS BUSY ON EXEC 
SHIFTS; UPS COWDEN 


Within a few 
nouncement of the 
Victor Ratner as special 
ad-promotional veepee at CBS, and 
the revelation that Neal Hathaway 
was exiting as director of program 
promotion, divisional appointments 
and realignments started getting 
under way last week. 


days ofter an- 
resignation of 


projects 


director of sales 
advertising for 
No. 1 man 


Lou Housman, 
promotion and 
CBS, who becomes the 
when Ratner departs, announced 
appointment of John Cowden as 
general manager of the CBS sales 
promotion and advertising depart- 
ment, with itnomas Means 
director of promotion service 
Columbia's o & o stations 

Cowden with CBS since 1938, has 
been director of promotion for 
Columbia-owned stations, while 
Means has been his assistant. 


named 
for 
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Four bright new keys 
to the Golden Gate! 


The new KCBS is setting the pace in San Francisco. 


Or as lariety* put it, is “bringing to San Francisco 


a brand-new concept about radio.” 


Now, this brand-new concept has produced four 


brand-new KCBS local programs keved 


to open 


up new profits for you in the 


San Francisco Bay Area... 


the nation’s seventh-largest market. 


rn 
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*ten94y SBS fiite bysreporting his first year “July 


For full details, call KCBS or Radio Sales. 


STARLIGHT SALUTE 


JANE TODD 


4. ’ 










WAITIN’ FOR WEAVER 


THIS 1S SAN FRANCISCO 






KCBS 500 vc20cive 


“Columbia's Kev to the Golden Gate” 


$.000 waits + 740 ke + Columbia Owned 


Kepresenied by Radio Seles 








































































































—~ 5 
" 


PSS BPS oe a 
. i. 





VARIETY 


Wednesday, September 21, 1949 








most of them were radio men who 
had had no experience with such 
a system of clearances. But, he 
poinied out, precedents have al- 
ready been established. In addi- 
tion to the film industry, several 
radio transcription companies have 
sold their shows in that way and 
many old feature films have been 
repeated several times on TV. 
Public Also to Benefit 
Under the method 
Levoy § said, be 
getting better programs at lower 
costs, since the producer would be 
able to amortize them over a lcnger 
period. He is selling his product 
at 60° of the production cost to 
the first sponsor and will ask 40°% 
from a client taking them for a 
second run. With the exception of 


print and distrib costs, that would 
take the film off its production nut 
Producer would then get his profit 
from the third and subsequent 
runs. Levoy would sell the first 
two runs to non-competing spon- 
sors on a national basis but would 
then sell the pix the third time 
around to a regional bankroller 
Porrtheun, which might be a year 
to a year-and-a-half after the first 
might go to a local sponsor and 
then the films could be leased to 
stations for library usage. 

Public would also benefit from 
the system, Levoy said, same as it 
does under the film industry's 
clearance plan. If a viewer missed 
the first run of a film he wanted to 
see, he could get it the next time 
around, same as a filmgoer missing 
a first run showing can catch up 
with a picture at his nabe theatre 
Levoy said he was especially grati- 
fied in selling P&G only primary 
rights to kick off the plan. As the 
largest radio spender today, P&G 
might help convince other sponsors 
and agencies that the plan is feas- 
ible. 

Levoy headed back to the Coast 
Friday (16). Ke has left sales reps 
for his organization here until he 
returns in a few weeks to set up a 
permanent office. 


clearance 


sponsors would 


Pix 
20 


Post Producing Levoy 
Hollywood, Sept 

Gordon Levoy's General Tele- 
vision Enterprises has signed 
Manning J. Post to produce 26 
television films for Procter and 
Gamble sponsorship. Post's Pyra- 
mid Productions will start shoot- 
ing the 12 and one-half minute 
pictures on Oct. 3 at Hal Roach 
studios. 

Post's 26 films will bring the 
number of films set for P&G's 
“Fireside THeatre” to 52. Levoy 
had Teleplay and Ace Pictures 
shoot the first 26 pix. Ace and 
Teleplay brought in their films for 





Levoy Clearance 


Continued from page 31 








$4.500 each. P&G laid out $3,500 
per film. Levoy's firm, however, 
reclaims each film after telensing 
and may immediately sell to a 
secondary sponsor. 


Trple-Station | 


—— (ontinued from page 31 
KECA - TV's 
Radio Corp 


are paying the 
charges for the 











Hoffman 


Dealers 


beaming. 
Dodge 
additional time 
KFMB telensing 
Outlet will also pick up Ashmead 
Scott's “Your Witness,” Arch 
Oboler’s comedy series, the Leigh- 


and 


ton Brill-William Trinz package 
“Let There Be Stars,” Jimmy 
Scribner's “Sleepy Joe” and Jay 


Stewart's show. 

KGO-TV will receive the same 
five programs by way of duplicate 
kinescope prints. Original prints 
will be shipped to New York for 
viewing over ABC-TV web. Both 
western outlets will telense addi- 
tional KECA programs as they are 
set. 

KFMB-TYV is curreatliy beaming 
nine programs sent by Paramount's 
KTLA “Time for Beany”™” goes 
out five times weekly “Musical 
Journey” is telensed by both sta- 

' Wisc nada 


— evo “Whrae News. 


wrestling bouts, 


and Wednesday: 
“Tele - Forum” and “Woman's 
World,” Thursday; “Yer Ole 
Buddy” and “Meet Me in Holly- 
wood,” Friday and “Sandy 


Dreams,” Saturday. 








~ ABC’s H’ wood | 








——— Continued from page 34 

Marlos, ballroom dancers; June 
Robbins, dancer, and _  Icelandia 
skaters. It proved a well rounded 


hour of entertainment sparked by 
Linkletter’s easy style of banter 
and foiling for the comedy antics 
of Wesson and Marx He need 
have no fear of television as his 
personality and free wheeling style 
are easily adaptable to the sight 
medium. Those who have heard 
him for years on radio won't be 
disappointed in his appearance and 
general demean 


Jimmy Vandiveer, head of spe- 


cial events, used four cameras to 
pick up the football game and 
every phase of the tussie was 


brought up close for the viewers. 
Picture was clear at all times and 
the station's dial position midway 
between the lows and highs is all 
to its advantage. Tommy Harmon, 
erstwhile All-American, called the 
plays with Fort Pearson coloring 
up the interludes. It’s a_ solid 
combination and should prove pop- 
ular with the football fans. Har- 
mon brought in two innovations, 
that of sketching the touchdown 
plays on a blackboard and spot- 
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| ting a full screen picture of the 


player who carried the pigskin 
over the last chalk line. 


ABC had splashed ads all over | 


town for the opening, calling the 
station the world’s largest. True 
the net has the largest plant in 
the country, Television Center, but 
does that make it the biggest sta- 
tion? It is said that upwards of 
$2,000,000 has been staked in tele 
here by the web, and those who 
have inspected the Center’s 23 
acres and its vast facilities for tele- 
casting are hesitant to question the 
outlay 

Robert Kintner, executive vee- 
pee of ABC: Paul Mowrey, tele 
head: Frank Marx, engineering 
chief, and Bud Barry, program- 
ming head, were on hand for the 
opening. Frank Samuels, western 
division veepee, heads up both the 
net’s radio and TV operation 

Helm. 


| TV Set Demand 











Continued from page 31 


far exceeded all of DuMont’s and 
the entire industry’s expectations.”’ 

Phileo prez William Balderston, 
at his Sandusky plant’s opening 
ceremonies, also underlined the 
growing demand for sets. He de- 
clared Philco TV sales have 
reached “record levels” in recent 
weeks and predicted a steadily in- 
creasing demand. New plant brings 
Philco’s investment in TV to over 
$20,000,000. According to Balder- 
the longest conveyor lines for TV 
sets in the industry. 

DuMont’s plant, covering 486,- 
000 square feet, was built at a 
cost of $2,000,000. It is so large 
that two trains, each carrying 45 
people, will be used to carry re- 
porters around at the dedication 
ceremonies next Monday. Cere- 
monies will be attended by New 


Jersey Gov. Alfred Driscoll, Du- 
Mont prez Dr. Allen B. DuMont 
and veepee Leonard F. Cramer 


included will be an hour-long TV 
show, to be carried by seven sta- 
tions on the DuMont web, which 
will spotlight a documentary treat- 
ment of DuMont’s video growth. 
Show will be carried in N. Y. by 
the still-testing WOR-TV. since 
DuMont’s WABD has a scheduled 
pickup of a N. Y. Yankee baseball 


game. 





| | Crosley’s | 











Continued from page 11 =e 


stack Hullaballoo,” with Ernie Lee 
and the Prairie Ramblers. 

At 12 noon comes the Ruth 
Lyons “Fifty Club,” a 30-minute 
audience participation show bid- 
ding for mass attention. A Nielson 
topper for several years, this stanza 
permits 50 women to have lunch 


during the program, tickets for. 


which are sold out many months 
in advance. For AM airings on 
WLW it originated in a downtown 
hotel, but the TV expansion has 
necessitated a locale switch to the 
Crosley studios, also in the down- 
town area, where catering service 
is provided. 


“Magic Telekitchen,” with Cath- | 


erine Beck and Bill Nimmo, has 
been moved up from later after- 
noon to the 1 to 2 p.m. spot, fol- 
lowed by a revival of WLW’s “Pet- 
ticoat Party Line” for an hour. It 
has Ramona, Betty Brady and a 
new announcer, Jack Huston. 

Jon Arthur's platter session, with 
Corky Robbins, femme chirper and 
Baldwin thumper, is on from 3 to 4. 
The next hour “Teen Canteen” for 
_the high school set, with Betty 
|Glooney, warbler formerly with 
Tony Pastor's orch. Kenny Roberts. 

WLW’s popular cowboy _ singer, 


“Calls the Kids” from 5 to 5:30, 
followed by another half-hour 


juve offering, “Junior Jamboree 
WLW-T standby. 





D.C. Preps 
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| | 
present video sets in that no 


|change is necessary to receive 
colorcasts in black and white. 
4. CBS, which has demonstrated 


jja 6 me system to the FCC and 


claims it has the most practicable 
method. 

Color Television, Inc., develop- 
ers of an all-electronic system 
which is now being tested in trans- 
missions over KPIX in Frisco. 

Dr. Charies Willard Geer, a 
color scientist of the Univ. of 
Southern California. 

Dr. Leon Rubinstein, a color 
_ System inventor of New York. 


has 






Philco Corp., which has advised 


Inside Stuff—Radio 


Representatives of the Foreign Language Quality Network met last 


week in New York and set up a 


permanent organization to service 


stations in 21 cities, an increase from the 14 outlets originally planned, 
FLQN has decided to retain a research organization, which will prob- 


‘ably be The Pulse, Inc., to gather and analyze population figures on 
first and second generation Italo and Polish-Americans. 


Statistics wil! 


be used to develop a composite map showing the net’s coverage and 


composition of the audience it reaches. 


Ratings for all available time 


segments will be published, along with a rate card for the entire net 
and for legs which can be selected to fit advertisers’ distribution pat- 


terns. 


Web will be incorporated shortly with Claude Barrere serving as 


administrative head. 
be held twice yearly. 


Meetings of all member stations are skedded to 





ABC has switched title on its Bofis Karloff AM and TV programs 


from “Conflict” to “Starring Boris Karloff.” 


Reason was threat of 


legal action by Torchlight Productions, which has had a packaged series 
titled “Conflict” in the works for some time. 


Aim of the Torchlight outfit is to present dramas in which 


Negro 


and white actors will be used together, as part of an effort to provide 
an outlet for Negro performers and to advance interracial good will. 
Company has received acceptances from Jose Ferrer, Jackie Cooper, 


Ralph Bellamy, 


Canada Lee, William 


Prince, Charles Korvin and 


Zachary Scott to appear in its productions. 


Mutual has made a promotional 
web's programs. 
for various MBS shows. 
in a pitch for their latest film. 

Net is also adopting the policy of 
commercial airers. 
will air an “American Indian Day” 
recent Indian powwows. 





deal with Paramount to plug the 


Par is having its stars wax 90 minute testimonials 
Payoff for the studio will be stars’ working 


special event broadcasts to hypo its 


To give the “Straight Arrow” kid strip a push, MBS 


program, using recordings taped at 


Broadcast Advertising Bureau has launched a confidential newsletter, 


“Pitch,” for member stations. 
prospects, reports from BAB field 


Bulletin contains tips on new business 


reps and suggested approaches for 


increasing billings. Aim is to present information useful to AM, FM 


and iV Saiesiieii- 


Bureau also expects to announce shortly release dates for its sales 


presentations on news, women's, farm and sports programs 
film strip, aimed at manufacturers, 


Its second 
stations reps, agencies and others 


who have a say in national and national spot advertising, is in the 


scripting stage. 





+ 


six 
be- 


the FCC to devote at least 
months to field tests on color 
fore licensing any system. 

Allen B. Du Mont Labs., which 
has raised broad question as to the 
feasibility of color and as to the 
quality of black and white recep- 
tion of color transmissions. 

Following the sessions on color, 
the Commission will take testi- 
mony on questions more directly 
related to the lifting of the TV 
freeze. These include revisions of 
the rules and standards for black 
and white video, propagation and 
interference factors, availability of 
equipment, general problems of 
VHF-UHF allocations, stratovision 
and noncommercial educational 
video. 


The final phase of the hearings 
will be given to comments and ob- 
jections to specific VHF and UHF 
allocations in various communities. 
It is anticipated the hearings will 
require two to three months, 





Penny-Per-Set 


Continued from page 31 


Mitchell is shying away from the 
cent-per-set basis, realizing that 
any contract like that would set a 
| hefty precedent for future years. 

Tobin has tossed out some fig- 
| ures that help his viewpoint. He 
|says “attendance was down 15,000 
last season, with only 50,000 TV 
| Sets in the area. Today there are 
| over 150,000 sets. You can see the 
risk for our side. Our season 
| book sale is off 10°. Our in- 
| creased schedule will add 27°% to 
our operating expenses. Besides 


I don’t think the onus is on the 
Blackhawks. I think the onus is 
| on television. But we're still will- 


that wants a deal.” 





go as high as $2,500 per game, but 
thinks the cent-per-game angle is 
| loaded with dynamite, especially 
| when it comes to selling a sponsor. 
One station salesman put it: “if 
these big guys want to gamble, 


they can have more fun at the | 


tracks.” 





| weeks, 


bad weather is fatal to ice hockey. | 


ing to talk turkey to any station 


WBKB has reportedly offered to. 


COUNTRY HOME in CONNECTICUT 
200 ACRES 
MORE OR LESS 


Fire-resistant house with 9 rooms; 3 master bed- 
rooms with baths; a fourth 
lavatory. 


New Tele Biz 


WNBQ, Chi, reported John Meck 
Industries will sponsor 60 minutes 
of news telecast time. Mon.- 
through-Thurs. through Frank 
Nahser agency; and announcements 
for Ward Baking through J. Walter 
Thompson; O'Connor & Goldberg 
Shoes through Dade Epstein 
agency; and American Television 
through Turner agency. 

Horn & Hardart Baking Co. and 
American Stores Co. have extend- 
ed sponsorship of their daytime 
television shows for another year 
on WCAU-TV, Philly. Former, 
which presents a Sunday morning 
simulcast of its “Children's Hour.” 
began commercially with WCAU- 
TV the day the station went on the 
air, May 23, 1948. American Stores 
has extended “Marion Kamp’s Kit- 
chen” for another 52 weeks.” Show 
is seen Tuesday and Thursday after- 
noons. At the same time Amer- 
ican Stores renewed its series of 
TV announcements on WCAU-TV. 

WFIL-TV, Philly, has added new 
participations spots in its programs 
“Window Shopping” and “The 
Model Speaks.” Corlies Furs has 
signed for both programs for 13 
through Shapiro agency. 
Yarn Headquarters has taken spots 
on both programs for 26 weeks, 
through Cox and Tanz agency. 
Knot Mfg. Co. (White Cap Pine 
Disinfectant) has taken 26 weeks 


on “Model Speaks,” also through 
Cox and Tanz. 


































Unsurpassed in quality at any proce 
WO WEGATIVE CHARGE—NO EXTRAS 
24-HOUR SERVICE ON REQUEST 
8x10's: $7.99 per 100: $55 per 1000 
Fan Mail Photos (5 x 7°) $36 per 1000 - Postcards $23 per 1000 
Mounted Enlargements 30140: $3.85 








TO CLOSE AN ESTATE... 


We state income tax — 250 ft. elevation 
with toilet and 
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Inside Television 


Attempted demonstration of offset carrier transmission last week by 


WFIL-TV (Philadelphia) marked probably the first time on record that | 


engineers have complained a»out a lack of TV reception interference. 
System, incorporating the transmission by a station on a frequency 
several thousand cycles off its assigned channel, is designed to elim- 
inate interference caused by a station operating in another city on the 
same channel. Even though the FCC has not allocated the same chan- 


nels to stations in adjacent cities, 


signals from outlets as much as 200 


miles away often create the interference, which is visible as horizontal 
pars running across the receiver tube. 

Interference is subject to weather conditions, however, and the 
weather paradoxically was too good at the Princeton ‘(N.J.) demonstra- 
tion last Wednesday (14). With Commissioners Robert Jones and George 
Sterling training up From Washington for the event, WFIL engineering 
chief, Henry Rhea, attempted to show the benefits of the offset system 
by bringing in signals from WNHC, New Haven, and WFIL-TV. In- 
terference was visble only sporadically, however, and thus was not 


sufficient for a conclusive decision. 


While WFIL-TV, as well as several 


other stations in different parts of the country, have been operating 


offset carrier for some time, FCC 


approval must be obtained before 


they can switch over on a permanent basis. 





WBKB, Chicago, is talking about a new type TV lens that, according 


to a station insider, “gets so close 
quarterback’s lips move while he’s 
test shots of the new lens during 


with a view to unveiling it for football coverage. 


pany manufacturing the lens are 
company will produce. 


to a football game you can see the 
giving signals.” Station is planning 
the windup of the baseball season, 
Inventor and com- 
stll secrets, but it’s known a Chi 


Along the same lines, it’s reported here that 
Dr. Frank G. Back, creator of the “ 


Zoomar” lens which permits closeup 


target inspection, is working on an improved model that, according to 


him, “gives 80% greater clarity.” 





Television gets its first big picture break in “Champagne For Caesar.” 
Single scene in the film has been written in as a radio-television simul- 


cast. 


will be in full view and line in pic 


Duplicate of the KTTV, Hollywood, studio has been built at 
Motion Picture Center for the film. 


KTTV cameras, clearly marked, 
will give CBS and KTTV credit for 


big giveaway broadcast and telecast. 





Grant-Realm Productions is negotiating with American Tobacco for 
the release of 26 video films firm produced for Lucky Strike cigarets. 
According to the contract, pix don't revert to Grant-Realm until July. 


Motion picture and 16m rights will 


be available as of Jan. 1. Production 


unit has had offers from six different sponsors for second run rights 


to the series. a 
be able to make up the $70,000 to 
the series. Firm did shoot enough 


to allow for two 65-minute features. 


If films are released by Lucky Strike, Grant-Realm will 


$75,000 production loss suffered on 
overage footage on two of the 26 pix 
Plans are still in the works for 


the use of four films as a single motion picture a la Somerset Maug- 


ham’s “Quartet.” 





Tele-PIX newsreel, product of the N. Y. Daily News’ WPIX, scored 
another clean beat over all competing reels Saturday (17) by getting 
film shots of the Noronic ship disaster from Toronto on the air at 9 
p.m., less than 18 hours after the fire broke out aboard the docked 


vessel. 


Staff cameraman Les Mannix flew to Toronto Saturday morning in 


the Daily News plane. 


His film arrived back in N. Y. at 7:15 that night 


and was processed and edited in time to take the air at 9. Reel was 
repeated later in the evening and again on Sunday night. 





DuMont emerged the winner in its legal battle with Macy's, N. Y. 
department store, last week, when the store was re-enfranchised to 


sell DuMont sets but at no reduction in the list price. 


Macy’s took 


full-page ads in most of the N. Y. daily newspapers Sunday (18) to 


announce the new DuMont line but 


emphasized in the ads the sets were 


price-fixed under the Feld-Crawford act. 

Macy's was originally franchised last July 5 but the franchise was 
lifted by DuMont when the store advertised cut prices on the TV sets. 
Case was argued out in court before the new settlement was reached. 
In announcing the re-enfranchisement, both Macy’s and DuMont re- 
ferred to the scrap as a ‘misunderstanding between the two companies.” 





‘WFIL-TV’s ‘Eavesdrop’ 


*NBC-TV’s “Howdy Doody.” pushing its Hollywood-type ballyhoo. | 
launched a new series of “personal appearances” Saturday (17) at 


Macy’s, N. Y. department store. 


Moppets lined up outside the store an 


hour before the doors opened to see the puppet and Bob Smith, who 


emcees the across-the-board airer. 


Bud Brandt, publicity chief of 


Martin Stone associates, which packages the show, flies to Boston today 
(Wed) to line up an appearance there Saturday (24) at the Jordan 


Marsh store. 


Appearances are being set for the same reason that the Hollywood 
studios send their stars out on tour—to solidify their popularity through 


personal contact with their fans. 


help push sales of the extensive H-D merchandise line. 


Greensboro’s WFMY-TV | 


Set to Tee Off Sept. 22 


Greensboro, N. C., Sept. 20. 
WFMY-TV will make its debut 


Thursday, Sept. 22 with the begin- | 


ning of regular television program 
service at 7 p.m., Gaines Kelley, 
station manager, announced. 
angements are now under 
way for a dedicatory program 


which will initiate a si:.-clay sched- | 
ule of programs, Sunday through | 


day. Minimum program sched- 
ule, Kelley said, will provide tele- 
vision shows from 7 p.m. to at least 
9 p.m. Plans call for a rapid ex- 
pansion of program service after 
the station’s opening. 
TE eo 











‘ M-G-M— 
“On an Island with You" 


THE CAMEL sHOW 


Ev 3 8.7. 
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In addition, the H-D personals also 


San Antone’s Telmobile 
San Antonio, Sept. 20. 


The first official demonstration 
by WOAI-TV's television studio on 
wheels, the Telmobile, was given 
here last week at Randolph Field 
for Air Force personnel stationed 
there. Ground and air activities 
will be televised and high ranking 
personnel will be interviewed. 


The demonstration will not be a 
telecast. WOAI-TV, now under 
| construction, will not begin opera- 

tions on the air until November. 
It is planned to use the Telmobile 
in a series of demonstrations prior 
to that time in order to orientate 
| the public in video. 


| 





Dixie FM Web Huddles 


Greensboro, N. C., Sept. 20. 

Program plans for the fall were 
discussed by members of the Dixie 
FM network here at a session at 
the O. Henry hotel, including news 
programs, sports and other fea- 
tures. 

Ray A. Furr of WIST, Charlotte, 
president of the net, was in charge. 
The group discussed plans for re- 
sumption of “Carolina Report, 
nightly newscast coming from 
WIST, Raleigh's WRAL and 





Greensboro’s WFT. 








Format to Aid Charity 


Philadelphia, Sept. 20. 

“Eavesdropping appeal” is the 
newest gimmick to be worked up 
by television to aid the city-wide 
drive for the Community Chest, 
due in November. 

Program, now in production at 
WFIL-TV, is aimed primarily at 
50,000 campaign volunteers. Show 
tells them how to get the money. 
It depicts the six stock rebuffs they 
are bound to meet from Joe House- 
holder: “I gave it at the office,” 
“I'm a little short, this year,” etc. 
Program explains to drive collec- 
tors how to get around these stand- 

Interest of general public will 
be the opportunity to listen in on 
the excuses made, as well as learn 
in advance the routine they are 
going to get from drive solicitors 
Idea was thought up by Roger W 
Clipp, general manager of WFIL. 





Tele Academy Gets 
Ready for 2d Annual 


Emmy Presentations 


Hollywood, Sept. 20. 

Academy of Television Arts held 
its first meeting last week in prep- 
aration for the second annual 
awards banquet for the presenta- 
tion of its Emmy. Awards will be 
given out in January. Tentative 
plans were formed by Academy 
board, Harry Witt, general man- 
ager of KTTV; Haan Tyler, direc- 
tor of KFI-TV operations; Klaus 
Landsberg, KTLA head; Bob 
Brown, KNBH program director; 
George Boggs, KECA-TV film edi- 
tor; Don Fedderson, KLAC-TV | 
general manager and Harry Lub- | 
cke, Acad prexy. 

Seven stations were in accord 
when plan for television of pres- 
entations by all outlets was pre- 
sented. If time can be cleared by 
each station, one outlet will set 
up its cameras and program will 
be beamed to all seven transmit- 
ters for transmission. 

Definite date has not been set 
for the awards and banquet but 
program will come off during the 
latter part of January. Academy 
will pitch rental deal to Earl Car- 
roll’s and the Cocoanut Grove for 
show presentation. Lowest rental 
deal will probably get the affair. 

Major problem facing the Acad- 
emy is the picking of programs for 
assorted categories in the Emmy 
race. Acad membership will pick 
the final winners, but solution as 
to who should pick the best pro- 





grams in each category has not 
been found. Contrary to motion 
picture studios, stations cannot 


pick shows because of sponsor en- 
tanglements and_ independently 
produced packages which may 
claim “favoritism” if not men- 
tioned. 

When meeting broke up last 
week it was generally felt that 
advertising execs would be request- 
ed to make the initial list. 


Glett Names Barker | 
To Top Don Lee Spot 


Hollywood, Sept. 20. 

Cecil Barker has been named 
executive producer for the Don 
Lee Television System by Charles 
Glett. Don Lee video veepee. 
Barker was formerly production 
aide to David O. Selznick. He 
joined Selznick organization 12 
years ago working as a story edi- 
tor and assistant director. During 
past four years Barker has been 
executive production assistant to 
Selznick. 

Barker thus fills vacancy created 
by Carlton Winckler who recently 
moved from Don Lee’s KTSL to 
ABC’s KECA-TV. Appointment of 
Barker is in line with Glett’s plans 
for bringing motion picture per- 
sonnel into television. Glett too 





Disaster for 


Cleveland, Sept. 20. 

The Noronic disaster, with its 
high Cleveland death toll, saw this 
city’s stations whip into action for 
immediate coverage both AM and 
TV-wise. 

Highlighting the entire affair was 
the exceptionally fine cooperation 
between stations, including CHUM 
working with WTAM-WNBK, CFRB 
cooperating WGAR and 
WCUO, a Cieveland CIO-FM out 
let staffing the Toronto United 
Rubber Workers convention, turn 
ing over its facilities to both 
WEWS and WGAR 

WTAM secured two half-hour, on 
the-spot recordings from CHUM's 
staffmen. The first was an early 
morning o.-the-scene description 
of the disaster plus interviews. 
The second was a series of inter- 
views with survivors, many of 
them being Clevelanders. Both re 
cordings were flown back to Cleve 
land by special plane; the first be 
ing aired in the afternoon; the 
second in the early evening hours. 
NBC later picked up the record 
ings for a Sunday net shot. 

WGAR, a CBS outlet, called 
upon CFRB for a telephone de- 
scription of the blaze. 

TV-wise. WNBK secured a spe- 
cial strip of film for the first film 
presentation of actual scenes from 
the disaster. WEWS, which char 
tered a special plane, did an aerial 


with 


Cleve. Stations Mobilize in Noronic 


All-Out Coverage 


view of the disaster and then fol- 
lowed with a pictorial show of 
survivors arriving in Cleveland. 

WEWS also dispatched three 
staffmen for coverage of the dis- 
aster scene. 


Schwartz Keeps Right 
To ‘Stars in Your Eyes’ 


Hollywood, Sept. 20 
Title of the Leighton Brill-Wil- 
liam Trinz television package for 
KECA-TV, “Stars in Your 
dropped as result of a 





Eyes,” 
has been 
cease and desist order from song- 
writer-producer Arthur Schwartz. 
Schwartz staged a musical comedy 
in 1939 using that title. 

Brill and Trinpz had already 
cleared the title with Mort Greene 
who cleffed “Stars in Your Eyes.” 
Tune, however, has no connection 
with the Schwartz show. Produc- 
ers and ABC decided against fight- 
ing Schwartz for use of title. 
Though Schwartz has not made use 
of it in 10 years, a wire from the 
producer to Brill and Trinz stated 
that it is being held for television 
and radio presentation in the fu- 
ture 

Program monicker thus has been 
switched to “Let There Be Stars.” 
Brill and Maurey Ackerman will 
clef tune and lyrics for title. 





————_ | 








representative. 





was formerly with Selznick. 


WOW-TV’s Sports Nite 
Omaha, Sept. 20. 

WOW-TV made its first success- | 
ful try for an all-evening sports | 
event when the Los Angeles Rams 
and New York Giants played here 
at Municipal stadium. Telecast 
was entirely satisfactory from start | 
to finish, something over two 
hours. 

According to the KMTV and 
WOW-TV information, sales of tele 
receivers ending Sept. 16 reached 
a total of 5,067. Rate of sales here 
now said to be around 400 sets a 
week. 
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HAS 


-& STORY 
to 
TELL... 


It's a long story ... 29 years long, to be exack 
It's the success saga of WW J, Detroit's firsi radio 
station, and it includes the many success stories 
of its multitude of advertisers. It tells of WW J's 
pioneering days, when radio was in its swaddling 
clothes, It covers the intervening years when 
radio came of voting age, and both WWJ] and 
Detroit reached their pre-war peaks. And it brings 
you up to the present WWJ and the immensely 
wealthy post-war Detroit that is currently break- 
ing all production records to keep up with the 
nation’s demand for new cars. 

Ves, the WWJ story tells advertisers, who them- 
selves have a story to sell, how to tell it ¢ffec- 
tively and economically im the Detroit market. Get 
the WWJ story directly from us, or our national 
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service between St. 


J.S. mail 
ouis and San Francisco was 
dertaken by a private contractor. 
he historical background of the 
format together with the thrilling 
episodes and a love interest made 
this one of the best presented. 

It was in 1858 that John Butter- 
field, who had successfully operate 

stage and express business from 

ew York to Chicago came to St. 
uis for new worlds to conquer. 

he government was offering a 
$300,000 yearly contract for twice- 
a-month mail service to and from 
San Francisco from Tipton, Mo., 
which was the western terminus of 
the Pacific Railroad which started 
from St. Louis. One catch in the 
offer was that although the dis- 
ance between the two points was 
$500 miles each one-way trip must 
be completed in 25 days. 

Butterfield, who _ established 
“John Butterfield’s Overland Mail 
& Express Co.,” chose what was 
called the Oxbow route, now 
known to motorists as the Southern 
route on U.S. Highway 66. Recruit- 
ing young daredevils with a flair 
for adventure Butterfield started 
his trial trip on Sept. 15, 1858, and 
although hostile Indians were en- 
countered in Arizona, the water 
supply ran out in several occasions 
and the coach was damaged in 
accidents the trip was completed 
in 23 days and 23 hours, a phe- 
nomenal record that won the 
contract that Butterfield held for 
many years. 

Love angle dealt with one of the 
first drivers of the six-horse stage 
winning his St. Louis sweetheart, 
whose guardian disapproved the 
courtship, after completing the 
= journey. Bruce Mac- 

arland scored solidly as the de- 
termined and resourceful Butter- 
field. Eileen Murphy also clicked 
in her role as the sweetheart. 

Program was well paced, interest 
maintained throughout and numer- 
ous sound effects called into play 
were okay. Because of limited 
studio space at KSD all programs 
originate in bankroller’s auditorium 
that has a seating capacity of 509. 

Sahu. 


BRITISH TRADE UNION CON- 
GRESS 
15 Mins., Sun., 7 p.m. (one-shot) 
WFDR, N. Y. 
A 15-minute pickup from BBC 
is hardly sufficient to cover the 
several days of deliberations by 
the British Trade Union Congress 
which recently took place in Eng- 
land. BBC transmitted this res- 
ume to WFDR, New York, WVUN, 
Chattanooga, and KFMV, Los An- 
geles, and for the time allotted 
managed to do an excellent job in 
icking out the highlights, some of 
he color of the confab and the 
democratic atmosphere which pre- 
vailed at this gathering. 
Valentine Sulcee did an excel- 
lent job of tying in the various 
a. He managed to convey 
the importance of the deliberations 
both through his comment and the 
selections picked for rebroadcast. 
Even if a listener wasn't too in- 
trigued by the deliberations, the 
dialer could latch onto the color- 
ful accents of the speakers for 
some enjoyment. There was earth- 
iness and vigor in nearly all the 


speeches. Jose. 
eee eoer ° 
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Radio whodunits are popular and 


deservedly so, for reasons of audi- ent tables, N. Y. Post columnist Earl | 
CO LE RE A NL 


Radio Reviews 


Continued from page 33 







ence-gripping and budgetitus, but 
they’re risking stylization and ob- 
solesence, as a result. It’s getting 
to be a case too much of the Pri- 
vate Eye wisecracking like a C ub 
Room character, reeling off similes 
and metaphors like a thesauras. 
The other formula that’s become 
increasingly cliche is the Eye sas- 
sing the vested authorities; they're 
too smart alecky and too often 
push the police lieutenant and the 
entire force around with all their 
know-how. 
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Cedric Adams 


Continued from page 23 = 








cutting local Junior Chamber of 


Commerce in for promotion. 

Show will include cooking school, 
a good feature hereabouts, style 
show by Dayton’s, Minneapolis, five 
acts of vaudeville, Adams’ 10 p. m. 
news broadcast and a $2,000 mer- 
chandise giveaway in each town. 

Ten firms have already signed 
for participation in cooking school, 
giveaway items have flocked in. 
Crew of 17 will be trouped by car. 
Bob Sutton and Bill Shepard are 
producers, Sutton acting as di- 
rector. 

Unit will include pianist-organist 
Ramona Gerhard of WCCO, violin- 


ist Gloria Burkhard, Miss Minne- 
sota of 1949, and Aquatennial 
queen as style model. WCCO esti- 


mates 30 shows will play to mini- 
mum of 60,000 people. 


Shows will be on Wednesday 
nights, and Adams can kiss off 
other requests on that basis. Sched- 
ule of three to four nights a week 
on the road have made him busiest 
radio figure hereabouts. He also 
does daily column for Minneapolis 
Star and Tribune. 


As co-owner of show, Adams 
stands to profit more handsomely 
from once-weekly dates than from 
previous multiple schedule. WCCO 
also gets extra helping of dessert 
and will form barn dance unit to 
handle many requests for personal 
appearances by local radio bigs. 
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ing several numbers either seated 
at the piano or standing, and inter- 
viewing various guest celebs. 
While she handled novelty tunes 
and ballads equally well, her best 
offering on that program was the 
torchy “I Don’t Want Him, You 
Can Row Him,” from “Miss Lib- 
erty.” Her introduction of orch 
leader Ted Straeter was slightly on 
the trite side but the two teamed 
for a couple of neat duets. 

Beb Stanton, who handles the 
commercials for both Downey and 
Miss Quinlan, did a good seliing 
job on the sponsor's product. 





Nick & Arnold’s Versailles Club, 
N. Y., got the better break with the 
televising of its fall premiere Wed- 
nesday (14) over WPIX, N. Y. The 
video show really gave the impres- 
_ sion that cafe-going is still a glam- 
orous pastime. The packed cafe 
was filled with celebs. Interviewers 
John Tillman and Lois Wilson 
, dropped a lot of names throughout 
the proceedings, such as Faye 
_Emerson and Elliott Roosevelt, who 
‘personally confirmed reports of 
their separation by sitting at differ- 

















“Herbert! Let him have the Wheaties! We'll get more in town!" 





Wilson and Lola Montez were in- 
| terviewed. ; . 
However, the quality of this re- 
mote ieft much to be desired. 
Lighting was below requirements 
and set up was such that a variety 
of camera shots was lacking. The 


interviews were generally on the’ 


dull side. There was one passage 
when the interviewers were dining 
with some 
and conversation was exceedingly 
strained. Tillman and Miss Wilson 
seemed more engrossed with their 
cherries jubilee and crepes suzette 
respectfully than the guests. 

Edith Piaf, the Gallic chanteuse, 
registered exceedingly well vocally. 
Like many Continental artists, she 
was late in getting. started. The 
first number failed to make much 
of a dent. There was muvre interest 
in her second number and by the 
time she swung into her third tune, 
“Merry Go Round,” the crowd and 
tele audience was completely on 
her side. Wind up with “L’Accord- 
ioniste” and “La Vie en Rose” was 
of such calibre that she could have 
stayed indefinitely. 

It was difficult for the cameras 
to get into the spirit of things. 
Only two shots were used, a long 
shot and a comparative closeup, 
and occasionally both were thrown 
on the screen simultaneously. Miss 
Piaf, dressed in plan black, occa- 
sionally registered her forlorn 
gamin-like quality. As is evident in 
her in-person work, her strong per- 
sonality, expressive voice and ex- 
cellent projection came off well. 

Incidentally, the Versailles maitre 
d’ Robert, was at times shown in a 
stellar light with his solicitude for 
the comtort and cuisine oi te bei- 
ter-known patrons. 
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necessary to build new giveaways. 
The court upheld that new airers 
should be permitted, that business 
should be disrupted as little as pos- 
sible until all legal issues are de- 
cided. 

The new rulings by 
mission, which had been skedded 
to become effective Oct. 1, may 


have a salutary effect, the judge | 


said. But in view of the fact that 
the FCC took a long time in pro- 
mulgating the curb and that there 


is no immediate menace to pub-| 


lic safety and morality, he added, 
it will have to wait a while longer 
until its powers are defined. 


Refutes Lottery Claim 


The three network attorneys di- | 


vided their arguments. ABC law- 
yer Alfred McCormack argued 
that giveaways are not lotteries be- 
cause the element of consideration 
is paid after the drawing of lots 
and only the winner pays a con- 
sideration. 

Carrying the ball for CBS, Sam- 
uel Rosenman pointed up the im- 
mediate injury which would be 
done the webs if the stay were 
not granted. Four CBS stations 
come up for license renewals on 
Nov. 1, “which would bring us up 
against the gun unless operation 
of the rules is suspended,” the 
former associate of 
Roosevelt said. ° 


table dropper -overs | 


the com- 


President | 








| CIRCLING THE KILOCYCLES 





io—As a public serv-| 
San Antonio—As a Pp years Coburn has been with KALL 


ice program ur 3 
campaign, KITE is airing a daily 
quarter-hour remote program from 
Corporation Court here which 
handles all traffic violations. 
microphone has been set up in the 
courtroom and is opened each day, 
_picking up the case in progress as 
it moves along. Program is not re- 
hearsed and has the presiding 
judge handling the entire airing. 





Detroit—Chevrolet Dealers of 
Greater Detroit, through Campbell- 
Ewald, purchased the “Don Wat- 
trick Sports Show” on WXYZ. Pro- 
gram will be heard Monday through 
Friday for 26 weeks, effective Oct. 
3 Wattrick is sports director of 
WXYZ and WXYZ-TV. 

Logan, Utah—Paul Coburn has 
'been appointed sports director of 
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—_—T 
organization, particularly in tele- 
vision, and with promotion getting 
a fat share. Also, that Petry & Co. 
would move into new and more 
elaborate quarters. 

As part of the organization ex- 


in the current safety 


A} 


pansion, he has already raided 
CBS’ Radio Sales of its sales pro- 
mrotton~ -dirscter,..Ten,._.£Ellewarth.- 


and has also lined up additional 
strong men. (The Stork Club blow- 
off was an occasion for all the 
salesmen to greet not only the sta- 
tion managers, but meet up with 
themselves.) 

| A group representing the “cream 
element” among the powerful sta- 
tions doing business with Petry 
held their own meeting. They 
| agreed that among them they rep- 
resented 55% or more of the value 
|of Petry sales. 

This group, upon which the Petry 
organization could rise or fall, com- 
prises both pro-Petry men and pro- 
Cristol men, thus dissipating any 
chances of one or the other pulling 
out, as some sources seemed to in- 
dicate. 

This dominant force of station 
operators decided, in effect, to put 
Petry & Co. on probation and string 
along. As contract expiration dates 
|come up, they will not renew, but 
permit them to expire. But they 
| will string along as a group for 
further study and appraisal of the 
re-patterning of the Petry organi- 
zation. 

It was revealed that a group ol 
outsiders in recent weeks formed 
a station rep organization, travel- 


ing around the country on a good- | 


KVNU here. For the past two 
and KLO in Salt Lake City and 


Ogden. 





Dallas — Russell Mi‘ier Millin 
Co., millers of Beauty Flour, wil 
sponsor “The Original Stamps 
Quartet,” the oldest continuously 
sponsored broadcast on KRLD here 
for a quarter hour daily over the 
Texas Broadcasting System. Air- 
ings will originate from KRLD and 
will be heard on KABC, San An- 
tonio, and KX YZ, Houston. 

Kansas City—E. K. “Joe” Har- 
tenbower, general manager of 
KCMO, ABC affiliate, returned to 
his desk last week after a severe 
illness of several weeks. MHarten- 
bower suffered a heart attack last 
June. He's putting in only a few 
hours daily at the office. 








Boston—lIrving E. Rogers, presi- 
dent of Hildreth & Rogers, owners 
of WLAW in nearby Lawrence, has 
been appointed to Massachusetts 
Turnpike Commission by Gov, 
Paul A. Dever. 





Greensboro, N. C.—William S. 
Page of Kinston, former news edi- 
tor of WKNS, which went off the 
air in June after the owners of that 
station bought WFTC here, has 
been named manager of WFTC. 
he’ swecetis Janes Vi Campbel, 
who resigned recently to assume 
a position in Norfolk, Va. 





Cleveland—Stan Anderson, ra- 
dio ed of the Cleveland Press has 
recovered from being stricken by 
a traveling blood clot and is back 
at work. George Condon, radio 
ed of the Plain Dealer, has been 
elected to the Board of Trustees 
of the Press Club. 





Philadelphia — Getting extra 
mileage out of its “Sillie Willie” 


safety campaign, WFIL has set up 


a “Driverometer” in the studios to 
test the speed of an autoist’s re- 
actions behind the wheel. The de- 
vice developed by the Aetna Cas- 
ualty and Surety Co., includes a 
steering wheel, gas and brake ped- 
als. Traffic situations calling for 
quick attention on the part of the 
driver are simulated on a moving 
screen. Speed of the driver's re- 


actions is electrically tabulated. 
The “Driverometer” tests, which 
began last week (16) continue 


through Friday, daily from 9 A.M. 
to 5 P.M. 





Des Moines — Newcomers to 


_WHO include Geo. A. Howard, Jr. 


will mission in a bid to take over | 


‘the Petry station accounts. 


engineer, from KJAY, Topeka, and 
Robert E. Ball, newsman, grad- 
uated from the U. of Missouri with 


They bachelor of journalism degree this 


| got little or no cooperation. Thus, | S¥™mer. 


| if the Petry operation moves into 


'a new sphere of influence, and even 
| maintains the status quo, the Petry | Manager, announced that Bruce 
‘clients themselves, rather than any | 


intra-organizational welding, will tor of 


be the motivating factor. 
At the close of last week’s ses- 


Paul Williams, NBC counsel, %!0” it was unanimously agreed not | 


said that the web had five give- 
aways with gross billings of $100,- 
000 weekly. 

Case for the U. S. was also ar- 
gued by William J. Hickey, special 
assistant to the attorney general. 
Government position was that a 
restraining order was not neces- 
sary, because the webs would have 
their say when the FCC heard ar- 
gument on license renewals. 


ing the hearings that the webs are 
protected only against the new 
FCC rulings. They can still be 
proseciied criminally for violation 
of existing lottery laws. (Latter 
course is not likely, inasmuch as 
the Justice Dept. has taken no ac- 
tion so far). And the judge in- 
dicated taat if the FCC rules were 
tossed out, the commission could 
probably try other legal methods 
of curbing giveaways. 


KLAC-TV Buys Jury 
Format Show at $250 


Hollywood, Sept. 20. 





Judge Rifkind pointed out dur- | 


to talk about it. 
| 





Petry’s Statement 
After a five-day “cooling off” 
period, Petry on Monday released 
the following statement to the 
trade press: 
“The stations represented by the 
| Edward Petry & Co., at a meeting 
held in New York, at the invita- 
| tion of the company’s Board of Di- 
| rectors, having listened with inter- 
| est to the company’s plans for the 
| Separation of AM and TV sales 
efforts and the company's expan- 
| Sion of its facilities and personnel 
,and for additional plans to make 
the Edward Petry Co. an even more 
| aggressive company for selling and 
_ servicing clients and thereby widen 
|its present margin over competi- 
tors, do hereby endorse in principle 
| the plans presented and pledge our 
| cooperation and wholehearted sup- 
|port in the furtherance of tise 
| plans.” 


Petry also elaborated on the ex- | 
pansion plans, announcing appoint- | 


ment of H. E. Ringgold as eastern | 


| sales manager and Keith Kiggins 
| a8 manager of TV sales. Also there 


“You Be the Jury” will bow on | Will be a new five-man promotion 


KLAC-TV, starting Oct. 9. Live 


| staff, headed by ex-ABC promotion 


program is an IMPPRO-Cascade | man Seth Dennis, assisted by Tom | 


Pictures production. 
laying out $250 weekly for the 
| package. Stanly Nass will direct 
the series for the packagers. 

Set for the initialer in the series. 
“California Versus George Hilton” 
| are: Joseph Granby, Russell Hicks, 


KLAC is 


|man Kraft, Robert Watkins, Fran- 
| cis Pasco, James Van Campen, Jean 
Bean and Eddie Ness. 


i 
i 


| Ellsworth. 





‘ings were 
| with Mass. Department of Health 
_and have been offered to all other 








Houston—Jack Harris, KPRC 
Layer has been named sports direc- 
the outlet—a newly created 


post. Layer has been exec sports 


editor of the Houston Post, which 


owns and operates KPRC. 


Boston—WCOP, Hub ABC out- 
let, in an effort to combat polio 


which has been rampant here has 


recorded seven one-minute conver- 
sations with leading specialists in 
the disease around Hub. Record- 
made in cooperation 


stations in th2 State resulting in 
the public being well informed if 
polio should strike. 


means business 
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Carl Fischer Urges 


Pubs to Boost 


Retail Sheet Music Price to 40c 





Price of sheet music, which? 


hasn’t been raised since long be-' 
fore the war despite constantly 
increasing production and handling 
costs, is the target of Carl 
Fischer's Chicago jobfing head- 
quarters. Irving and Sydney Har- 
ris, execs of the Fischer dispen-| 
sary, have been in New York) 
within the past week discussing 
and endeavoring to talk various’ 
major music publishers into the 
idea of hiking wholesale and re- 
tail prices to the point where every 
one concerned with handling music 
will get a better break. 

Sheet music now retails at 35c) 
on counters that adhere strictly to 
the price line ‘some dealers get 
what they can for hit songs). The 
Harrisses would like too see it 
upped to 40c. Jobbers now buy 
copies from publishers at an aver- 
age 24c and sell it to dealers at 
anywhere from 26c to 28 a copy. 
Dealers then retail it at 35c. The 
idea the Harrisses are advancing 
is for pubs to boost the price to 
24c. after which jobbers would be 
able to get 30c a copy and retailers 
40c per. In that way there'd be | 
more profit all the way down the 
line. 

The Harrises base their ideas | 
on the greatly increased cost of, 
handling, which means everything | 
from postal rates and freighting | 
for large shipments down through 
clerking costs in their home office. 
Jobbers outside N. Y. pay shipping 
costs themselves. N. Y. jobbers, 
such as Music Dealers Service, the 
country’s largest, do not have to 
contend with those charges since 
they are in N. Y. and music is de- 
livered to them by pubs without 
extra costs. 

One of the stumbling blocks to 
the boost of retail prices is the In- 
ternational News Service racks, 
serviced by MDS. Music is sold to 
the racks for 20c., and in order to 
arrange a general boost in prices 
this differential must be overcome. 
The Harrises have had conversa- 
tions with MDS’ Larry Richmond 
along those lines, but so far noth- 
ing has been settled. 


Victor’s Slight Switch 
On Pop-Hillbilly Pairing, 
Team Martin, Warren 


Duetting of top name pop artists 
with hillbilly disk people, which 
has been getting attention from 
Columbia and Cap. ‘ Records in 
the past couple wee aS spread 
to RCA-Victor. However, instead of 
coupling pop and hillbilly names, 
Victor coupled two pop singers— 
Tony Martin and Fran Warren— 
on a tune called “The Game of 
Broken Hearts.” 

Since the Margaret - Whiting | 
Jimmy Wakely platter of “Slippin’ 
Around” by Capitol began moving, 
Columbia has planned duetting 
Doris Dav and Gene Autry on a 
pair of oatunes, along with hitch- 
ing up Dinah Shore and George 
Morgan, of “Grand Gl’ Opry,” on 
a couple hillbilly airs. 

Meanwhile, Decca wonders what 
all the fuss is about. It points to 
the coupling last winter of the An- 
drews Sisters and Ernest Tubb, its 
top country-music seller, on “Don't 
Rob Another Man's Castle” and 
“Bitin’ My Fingernails Thinking of 
You” as the forerunner of the cur- 
rent “trend.” 





RCA OK’S 15% RETURN 
ON 45’S IN SALES PUSH 


RCA-Victor is allowing a 15% 
return privilege on its 45 rpm plat- 
ters coincidental with the start of 
the fall campaign to push the di- 
minutive disks over the top in re- 
tail acceptance. At the same time, 
the 15° return can be applied to 
regular 78 rpm platters, but only 
in the event a dealer sells out his 
entire 45 allotment. As a general 
rule, RCA and other major labels 
allow only a 5% return privilege. 

Line laid down for the campaign | 
Victor began Monday (19) differs | 
somewhat from the privileges al- 
lowed dealers who took the orig- 
inal shipments of 45 disks and ma- 
chines last winter. Dealers were 
allowed a 100° exchange privilege 
on all the disks involved in the 

release. They could turn un-| 
— platters back to the company 

receive exchange newer re- 
leases, 


Sinatra Airing Cues His 
Col. Disking of ‘Sun’ 
“That Lucky Old Sun,” a surprise 


move by Columbia Records. So | 
many requests came in for Sin-| 


, atra’s version of the tune, as a re- | 


sult of the performance of it on his | 
Lucky Strike NBC broadcasts, that 

CRC decided to get out a hurry-up 

recording. 

Sinatra cut the tune in Holly- 
wood last Thursday (15) and Co- 
lumbia hopes to have pressings of 
it on sale late this week. It's all 
contingent on a production prob- 
lem complicated somewhat by the 
recent closing of CRC’s Hollywood 
plant and the shift of all pressing 
to its Bridgeport plant. 





Shaw, J. Dorsey — 
Biz Brings New | 
B.0. Optimism 


The band business spotlighted 
two unusual boxoffice jobs last 
week by the Jimmy Dorsey and 
new Artie Shaw orchestras, which 
combined with other recent, albeit 
isolated, occurrences are _ con- 
vincing agencies that name bands 
are picking up new b.o. interest. 

Shaw played his first date last 
Wednesday (14) at the Symphony 
ballroom, Boston, a small spot into 
which he crammed over 1,600 for 
a $2,500 gross. A good deal of 
that is possibly accounted for by 
the interest in a new band and the 
return of Shaw. 

Dorsey, at the N. Y. Statler ho- 
tel’s Cafe Rouge, on Wednesday 
(14), turned in the best cover fig- 
ure—310—that the room has 
reached in two years, since Claude 
Thornhill. And the latter’s mark 
was made on a Thanksgiving eve. 
Dorsey ran up a cover figure of 
1,928 in five nights ‘he opened 
Tuesday) and a total gross of 
$17,000, figures the Statler hasn't | 
seen in a long time. Dorsey's night- | 
ly covers amounted to 360 (open- 
ing night), 310, 229, 382 and 647. 


Mass. Supreme Court 
Reverses Ruling On 
Boston AFM Snarl 


Boston, Sept. 20. 
Six-vear fight between Ken 
eeves, non-union band booker, 








| Astor Roof, N. Y 
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Houston’s Fund Drive 
Houston, Sept. 20. 

Houston symph orch announced 
a fund-raising drive starting last 
week and continuing until Sept. 30. 
A $163,500 maintenance fund is 
sought for next season. 

Total budget has been placed at 
$375,000. The group will give its 
subscription season in two series 
of 10 concerts each. 





MCA AFTER 
2) YEARS 


After 20 years with Music Corp 
of America, Xavier Cugat says he’s 
leaving that agency when his con- 
tract expires next March. Maes- 
tro prime beef is the agency’s in- 
ability to get him a radio or tele- 
vision contract. Otherwise, he can 
always keep working; he feels it’s 


|no tough job booking him else- 
' where. 


Cugat, currently at the N. Y. 
Strand, just closed at the Hotel 
He opens Oct. 4 
at the Town Casino, Buffalo. Both 
the Astor and his old standby, the 
Hotel Waldorf-Astoria, want him 
back for the summer of 1950. He 
has one more picture, on a one-a- 
year basis, to do at Metro, and 
Warner Bros. now ic dickering him. 
Cugat may also inaugurate the new 
Carib-Hilton, Puerto Rico, Dec. 9 
until Feb. 9. 

This is the latest class Hilton 
hostelry, 550 rooms, which will im- 
port top Yank talent, particularly 
during the winter tourist season. 
The Hilton chain plans bringing 
down a contingent of Hollywood 
names to glamorize the premiere. 

Cugat started with MCA when 
J. C. Stein, Billy Goodheart ‘now 
retired) and the late Billy Stein 
ran the outfit, and he feels that, 
with Guy Lombardo, as the 1-2 
bands under MCA management, he 
rates that radio-TV program he 
now wants. 

Cugat this year will pay $45,000 
to the agency in commissions. 


Top Names Fete 
Guy Lombardo 


Irving Berlin, Gene Buck, Paul 
Whiteman, Dean Carpenter (man- 





aging director of the Hotel Roose- | 
| velt, 
| Music Corp, of America veepee, 
| have recorded a special souvenir 
record in honor of Guy Lombardo’s | 
opening at the Roosevelt next Mon- | 


N. Y.) and Sonny Werblin, 


day (26). That's the night of the 
invitation $25-a-couple gala, cele- 
brating the Lombardos’ 25th anni- 
versary as a band, their 20th suc- 
cessive year at the Roosevelt and 
the 15th anni as an exclusive Decca 


and Local 9, AFM, came to a head eeording artist. 


last week. The full bench of the 
state supreme court cracked down 
on the agreement between the lo- 
cal and Hub hotels that none but 
union bands be allowed to play at 
functions in their rooms. Decision 
reversed ruling of superior court 
Judge Jesse W. Morton of a year 
ago that local law was not coercive. 

Reeves, who had been “allowed 
to resign” from Local 9 in 1942, 
because of rule infractions, has 
been fighting to get back in good 
standing since agreement was 
sign :d, but attempts have been un- 
successful. Majority of hotels have 
cooperated with the union in the 
dispute, several times yanking 
Reeves’ units and _ substituting 
union bands at private functions. 

Decision handed down by Judge 
James J. Ronan read, “The hotels | 
knew that they would get into 
trouble if Reeves were permitted 
to work at these private social af- 
fairs, and the inference is not 
unwarranted that they considered 
the demand as a threat of a strike 
unless they became an instrumen- 
tality of the union to inflict an in- 
tentional injury upen Reeves, with 


whom the hotels had no dispute.” 





HOMETOWN TOLEDO BOW 


Toledo, Sept. 20. | 
Sidney Baron and his Baron lit- 
tle symphony will debut in Toledo, 
Baron's home town, at the State 
theatre, Oct. 17, with Gladys 
Swarthout as soloist. 
The little symph is made up of 
musicians of the now-defunct De- 
troit Orch. Flora Ward Hineline 


‘is sponsoring the Toledo offering. . 


The disk will be distributed to 
all the guests. An all-star show 
will also be part of the hoopla. 
Johnny Dugan, of MCA, is lining 


that up. Both CBS and MBC will 
carry salutes to Lombardo that 
night. 


A sentimental salute from Mrs. 
H. R. Brownell, a Rhode Island 
rose breeder and grower, will be in 
the form of 2,000 roses in back of 
the bandstand for the occasion. 
Mrs. Brownell, who attended the 
orchestra's Roosevelt preem 20 
years ago, has developed a new 
Lombardo rose in his honor. 


INDIE PUB ALLEGES 
‘AGAIN’ PLAGIARISM 


An injunction, damages and ac- 





counting-of-profits action was 
filed in N. Y. federal court last 
week by Salvatore Passfiume 


against Robbins Music, 20th Cen- 
tury Music and 20th-Fox Film. 
Passfiume charges that the song 
“Again.” featured last year in 
20th’s “Road House,” was an in- 
fringement of a tune called “It 
Must Not Happen Again.” written 


‘by him prior to July 1, 1943. 
The plaintiff claims that he ob- 
tained a copyright on the number. | 


which was violated in 1948 by 20th 
Century Music's recording of 
“Again,” claimed by Passfiume to 
be a copy of his original work. 
Robbins Music is charged with in- 
fringement as publisher, and 20th- 
Fox is on the carpet for using the 
song in the film. 








Eddie Cantor’s Pop And 
| Kiddie Disks for RCA 


Eddie Cantor is set for eight 


| Frank Sinatra will hit the market CUGAT 
next week with a recording of | pops for Bluebird (RCA), and two 


kiddie albums for the parent Vic- 
|tor brand. The pops will be pres- 
ent and past favorite. 

The Kiddie albums will be col- 
loguial talks to “Michael and 
Judy,” who are Ida and Eddie Can- 
'tor’s real-life grandchildren. The 
latter’s father is Jimmy McHugh, 
Jr., London head of Music Corp. of 
America, who was married to Edna 
Cantor. The comedian will dis- 
course on “One God,” for instance, 
with its theme of the universality 
of the Deity. The companion disks 
will be like serious nature. 

RCA also signed Eddie Fisher, 
cantor’s tenor discorvery. 


Sinatra, Barton 
- Sanicola Renew 


| 


Old Partnership 


Frank Sinatra, Ben Barton and 
Hank Sanicola, onetime one-third 
partners in Barton Music Co., 
which went into bankruptcy more 
than a year ago, are back together 
again. Trio, now on the Coast, 
have revived the former: associa- 
tion and will operate under the 
same firm name. Ben Barton is 
due in New York this week to 
start the ball rolling on a tune 
called “Could Ya?"’, recorded for 
Columbia by Sinatra, which will 
back his “Lucky Old Sun” side. 

The trio will also be partnered 
in Sinatra Songs, set up some time 
ago by the singer in conjunction 
with the Edwin H. (Buddy) Morris 
combination of publishing firms. 
His association with Morris ended 
last year. Barton will operate 
Sinatra Songs. 
| Barton Music, which Barton re- 
covered from the courts after ar- 
ranging to pay off varying percent- 
ages on the dollar to creditors, has 
continued to remain in operation. 


Radio Prank Pushes 
Columbia Records Into 


Disking Godfrey Group 


Columbia Records execs in New 
York became considerably annoyed 
last week when they were hit with 
large batches of letters from 
Arthur Godfrey listeners seeking 
free recordings. Robert Q. Lewis, 
subbing for Godfrey while the lat- 
ter is on vacation, started the 
whole deal as a prank to get Co- 
lumbia to begin recording the Ma- 





riners, Godfrey's vocal group. CRC | 


signed them months back and 
hasn't gotten around to 
their first disk. 

One recent morning, Lewis be- 
gan a running gag with the ques- 
tion, “Are you up yet, Manie,” 
speaking on the air to Manie 
Sachs, CRC'’s artists and repertoire 
head. Then he went into a dis- 
course on why the Mariners should 
record. On a later show, he told 
listeners, “If you want a recording 
by the Mariners, write to CRC. In- 
stead of taking the crack as Lewis 
| meant it, to help urge Columbia to 
disk the group, many dialers 
thought Lewis meant to write to 
CRC if they wanted a free record- 
ing. And Columbia was deluged. 
Some of the letter writers even 
singled out arrangements the 
Mariners have been doing on the 
air as their choice of cuffo platters. 

As a result, Columbia will record 
the group Friday (23), doing ar- 
rangements that proved most in de- 
mand via the letters. 
be no free copies. 





: SAN ANTONIO SKED 
San Antonio, Sept. 20. 

The San Antonio symph orch 
will open its llth season here at 
Municipal auditorium Nov. 12 with 
the first of 15 subscription events. 

Margaret Harshaw, soprana, will 
be the season's first soloist. Guest 
conductors will include Sir Thom- 
as Beecham and Dimitri Mitropou- 
los. 


cutting | 


But there'll 


Vaughn Monroe in the Middle 
Of AFM-AGVA Skirmish in Philly 


a Philadelphia, Sept. 20. 


Sharp skirmishing in the cold 
war between the American Federa- 
tion of Musicians and the Ameri- 
can Guild of Variety Artists broke 
out here last week over Vaughn 
Monroe, whose band played the 
Click Cafe. 

A week of nightly maneuvers by 
both the AGVA and the AFM re- 
sulted in the musicians drawing 
first blood. Monroe, on direct or- 
ders from James C. Petrillo sent in 
his resignation to AGVA Thursday 
(15). Guy Scola, secretary of Local 
77, AFM, was at the Click virtually 
every night and in constant tele- 
phone contact with Petrillo. Dick 
Jones, AGVA's national rep here, 
and local officers of the variety 
actors’ union were likewise nightly 
visitors at the Click. 

Jones contended the AGVA's 
trouble with Monroe had nothing 
to do with the jurisdictional fight. 
Monroe is delinquent in dues, ac- 
cording to Jones, and refused to 
pay them. A checkup revealed that 
the five girl and two male vocalists 
with Monroe’s band were working 
without contracts. “Monroe was 
violating every rule in the AGVA 
book,” Jones declared. The band- 
leader was told he was in bad 
standing with the union and would 
be brought up on charges early in 
October. 

Monroe, according to Jones, then 
became belligerent and the AGVA 
rep told the batoneer he could 
order out the girl vocalists and 
even put a picket line outside the 
Click. No such move was made by 
Jones, however. 

If AGVA felt the Monroe case 
had no bearing on the larger dis- 
pute between the variety actors 
union and the musicians union, the 
AFM felt otherwise. Scola was or- 
dered by Petrillo to stay on the 
scene every night. Monroe’s Moon- 
maids and other vocalists were told 
if they walked out on the leader 
they could expect no further band 
work. They would be protected, 
however, if they ignored any 
AGVA demands to walk off 

Another big stick was wielded by 
the musicians Although Scola 
wouldn't talk about it, Petrillo was 
reported to have given orders to 
pull the musicians out of every 
spot in Philadelphia where an act 
was working, if the AGVA in any 
way interfered with Monroe. 

“I've caught 40 shows and there's 
‘no question about it—the guy’s an 
entertainer—-more so than a stick- 
waver,” Jones stated. If Petrillo’s 
on the level, why doesn’t he ask 
for his AFRA and Screen Actors 
Guild cards? Monroe's an enter- 
tainer, still a member of AGVA 
and he'll stand trial on the 
charges,” Jones added. 


Rockwell, Aide Cling To 
_ Buoy 3 Hours, Saved 


After Speedboat Crash 


Hollywood, Sept. 20. 

Tommy Rockwell, General Ar- 
tists Corp. prexy, and Henry Mil- 
ler, Coast GAC salesmen, are rest- 
ing at their homes here after being 
rescued from sea near Catalina 
Island Sunday (18) when Rock- 
well’s speedboat struck a buoy in 
the darkness, hurling both men 
into the water. The boat sank but 
the men clung to the buoy for 
three hours. 

Their shouts eventually were 
heard by talent manager Carlos 
Gastel, who rescued them in Rock- 
weill’s cruiser.- Both men’s wives 
and Gastel had stayed aboard the 
cruiser while they went for the 
speedboat spin. 


BRECKER MOVING HIS 
ROSELAND TO W. 52 ST. 


Louis J. Brecker, veteran ball- 








room operator, moves his Roseland 


into the old Gay Blades on West 
52d street, N. Y., next year, when 
the Broadway landmark dancehall 
is razed. Roseland is now part 
of that 5ist and Broadway parcel 
which Herb Freezer is converting 
into giant television studios. 
Brecker has engaged Paul Wil- 
liams, th w.k. Negro architect of 
Beverly Hills, to do over Gay 
Blades into the new Roseland, up 
ping the 2,000 capacity to 6,000, 
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By way Vaudfilm Bookers Wont 
Argue AFM's All-802 Setup 





Bookers of Broadway vaudfilm-¢- 


ers do not intend to argue with 
New York Local 802 of the Ameri- 
ean Federation of Musicians over 
the latter’s edict that the theatres 
must use local musicians in pref- 
erence to travelling bands. Any 
name band that wants to play the 
Paramount, Capitol, Strand or 
Roxy has to be composed entirely 
of musicians who hold 802 cards. 
If they don't they can't work. 

In recent years, a great majority 


of the musicians who staff name 
bands have become members of 
the more important locals. They 
may hold cards in N. Y., Chicago 
and Los Anegeles, because they 


are constantly shifting from one 
area to another. It means that the 
majority of name bands that are 
candidates for N. Y. theatres are 
made up mostly of 802 men. If 
there is a non-802 tooter aboard 
it’s a simple matter to switch one, 
two, or even three men to comple- 
ment an outfit with al! 802 mem- 
bers. Some bands, such as Benny 
Goodman's and Sammy Kaye's, 
already are all-802. A few, such 
as Freddy Martin, who backed out 
of a forthcoming Capitol, N. Y.., 
date, are so topheavy with out-of 


town musicians that it’s impossible 
to replace them easily with 802 
men 


Requiring bands to be all-802 
means nothing to the theatres, fi- 
nancially. An AFM rule requires 
musicians to be paid either 802 
scale or travelling scale, whichever 
is higher. It happens that 802's 
rate is higher, and band musicians 
have been paid on that basis for 
over a year. In many cases, how- 
ever, name leaders pay men on a 
weekly basis, high above scales, 
and in virtually all situations the- 
atres pay the bandleaders much 
higher than ) aaa 


Levy, Weiss Unable To 
Agree on Terms, So 
Goday Stays on Coast 


Hollywood, Sept. 20. 

Happy Goday, local head of 
Leeds Music, will not go to New 
York, as originally planned, to take 
over the professional manager's 
spot for Duchess Music. Lou Levy, 
Leeds head, who flew east last 
week, had been dickering with Sam 
Weiss to take over Goday’s spot 
and represent Leeds and its af- 
filiated companies in the Holly- 
wood area, but they could not ar- 
rive at a deal. 

Weiss, former local rep for Ed- 
win H. (Buddy) Morris Music, has 
set up his own music company. 
Levy had tried to get him to for- 
get about his own firm and join 
Leeds. Weiss apparently sought 
such a prohibitive price from 
Leeds. Consequently, Goday stays 
here and Levy will handle the 
N. Y. end himself. 


HOT RCA PLATTERS FOR 
RALPH FLANAGAN BD. 


Band recordings made by ar- 
ranger Ralph Flanagan for RCA- 
Victor's Bluebird disks have been 
doing so well in sales marts that 
Victor has found many dealers sell- 
ing the platters for the full 79¢ 
Victor price as against the 45c (in- 
cluding tax) the Bluebird label is 
supposed to go for. Victor has had 
such “gratifying” response to the 
initial four sides by Flanagan that 
it is preparing a second set of re- 
leases. Four sides will be cut and 
set for mid-October release. 


Flanagan, arranger for Perry 
Como, Tony Pastor and many other 
name bands at various times, cre- 
ated such a stir with the first four 
sides that beth Music Corp. of 
America and General Artists have 
been hot on his trail for a booking 
contract. Actually, the records 
were made with a studio band 
playing arrangements tailored 
along the style of the prewar 
Glenn Miller orchestra. They are 
an experiment by Victor, aimed at 
creating a new band name and 
thus possibly helping revive the 
band business. 


Flanagan has no set band, but 
Probably will build one if the re- 
Sponse to his records continues to 
grow. 





Sid Goldstein Forms | 
Pub. Co. With Adams 


Hollywood, Sept. 20. 
Sidney Goldstein, former man- 
ager for Paramount Music, has 
formed the Sidney Music company, 
with Berle Adams holding a half 
interest 
Frank Loesser’s “Roseanna Mc- 
Coy” has been ‘transferred from 
Morris Music, with E. H. Morris’ 
consent, and will be Goldstein's 
first for eupiottation purposes 


Pelosi Memorial 
Philadelphia, Sept. 20 
Concert stars will pay tribute to 
the late Francesco Pelosi, founder. 
general manager and impresario of 
the Philadelphia-La Scala Opera 
Co., at a memorial concert in the 
Academy of Music, Sept. 27 
A bronze plaque to Pelosi will 
be unveiled. 


Tops of the Tops 
Retail Disk Best Seller 
“That Lucky Old Sun” 
Retail Sheet Music Seller 
“You're Breaking My Heart” 

“Most Requested” Disk 
“That Lucky Old Sun” 
Selier on Coin Machines 
“That Lucky Old Sun” 


Best British Seller 
“Riders in the Sky” 


Songwriters Assn. 


Split on Plan 


To Probe Songsheet Revenue 


— < 


* Members of the Songwriters 





Bobby Worth Sells 4 
To British Publishers. 


London, Sept. 15. 
Songwriter Bobby Worth, who 

















CLYDE McCOY SET TO 
REORGANIZE BAN 


Clyde McCoy, who's been out of 
the band business since shortly 
after the end of the war, is reor- 
ganizing. McCoy signed a book- 
ing contract with General Artists 
Corp. last week and will begin 
work Oct. 27, for three days at the 
Indiana Roof, Indianapolis. 

McCoy has been in business in 
Memphis ever since dropping out 
of the band field. His recording of 
“Sugar Blues,” made years ago, is 
still a standard disk. 


/was brought over here by Hyman 
| Zahl to play vaudeville, also man- 
| aged to write four songs, including 
“Two Lips,” which he sold to Law- 
rence Wright. The three other 
numbers were disposed of to Fran- 
ces, Day & Hunter. 

Worth and his partner-manager, 
Ellis Allen, have gone to Paris. 
They sail for America, Sept. 29. 





Negro Org’s Texas Dates 
. ° Dallas, Sept. 20 
The Dallas-Fort Worth Concert 
Bureau will offer four concerts 
here next season and two or more 
in Forth Worth. 
This is a Negro engeieeee, 
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beg ee Assn. are split widely, 
at least among N. Y. cardholders, 
over a situation that has been 
building for months. It involves 
| the auditing of publishers’ books to 
| determine whether the latter have 
‘been properly accounting to song- 
|writers on income derived from 
the sale of the rights to reproduce 
lyrics in various songsheet mags. 


For some time, Eddie Traubner, 
accountant and representative in 
various ways for songwriters, 
namely Jimmy Van Heusen, has 
been wanting to do such an audit- 
ing job. Recently, he wrote letters 
to all established songwriters re- 
| questing a letter of authorization 
giving him the right to do an 
auditing job. Terms would call for 
him to be paid 25% of all coin re- 
covered from pubs, on a contin- 
gency basis. 

A goodly number of songwriters, 
particularly on the Coast, have 
| given Traubner the authorization. 
| But the N. Y. faction is split, some 
| heavily in favor and others vio- 
lently opposed. While the prob- 
lem has nothing to do with the 
SPA as an organization, the situ- 
ation was to have been a subject 
of importance at today’s (Wednes- 
day’ SPA Council meet in N. Y. 
That gathering has been postponed 
until next week, however. 

Publishers, naturally, do not 
care to open their books to Traub- 
ner unless they're forced to. 


L. Armstrong Combo 
Takes Off Sept. 30 On 
New European Route 


Louis Armstrong and his small 
jazz combo will take off Sept. 30 
for their second European routing 





this year. Group is due to play, 
namely, Stockholm, Helsinki, Co- 
penhagen, Antwerp, Brussels, Lau- 


sanne, Geneva, followed by dates in 
Italy. 

After finishing in Italy, Arm- 
strong’s combination heads into 
France for a series of one-nighters 
not yet settled upon, and thereafter 
may go into England, if the British 
Musicians Union barriers against 
U. S. orchestra can be lowered, 
which isn’t likely. 

Armstrong, incidentally, will 
play the week before leaving for 
Europe at the Blue Mirror, Wash- 
ington, D. C. At this spot he will 
host particg of personnel from the 
D. C. legations representing the 
countries he will touch on his Eu- 
ropean tour. The idea, of course, 
will be to establish relations before 
his combo even takes off. Arm- 
strong’s group, consisting of Jack 
Teagarden, trombone; Earl Hines, 
piano; Barney Bigard, clarinet; 
Cosy Cole, drums, and Arvil Shaw, 
bass, will go overseas intact. 


CHAPPELL, FEIST SUED 
ON SONG INFRINGEMENTS 


Suits were filed against two 
music publishing firms in New 
York Federal Court last week. De- 
manding an injunction and an ac- 
counting of profits, George Wentz 
charged Chappell & Co. with in- 
fringing on his copyrighted tune, 
“Sinee You Went Away,” which he 
claims was written by him prior 
to 1931. Wentz avers that Chap- 





pell’s publication was not original. 


but was copied from his words and 
music. Chappell in publishing the 
song noted that it was inspired by 
David O. Selznick’s picture of the 
same name, produced in 1944. 
Leo Feist, Inc., the National 
Record Co., and Arty Wayne and 
Jack Beekman were also on the 
receiving end of @ suit. The lat- 
ter two are the writers of ‘“Mah- 
zel,” which Frank Rockblatt, nee 
Fred Roth, claims is an infringe- 
ment of two numbers allegedly 
written by him. In publishing the 
song Rockblatt charges Feist with 
infringing on his “L’omir Sahtazi- 
ran,” written around 1938, and 
“The Fuehrer Is on the Way.” 
copyrighted in 1943. Rockbiatt 
claims that Wayne and Beekman 
copied the music from these two 
songs. National recorded the song. 


Edwards Music Co. chartered to 
carry on a music on™ | busi- 
ness in New York. Capital stock 








‘is 100 shares, no par value. 
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Mario Lanza “I Know. I Know, 
I Know”-“They Didn't Believe Me” 
(Victor). Victor has something in 
Lanza, young singer currenily being | 
pushed by Metro via the film “Mid- | 
night Kiss’ A-longhair voice, Lanza 
punches a pop lyric with unusual 
warmth and effectiveness though 
he’s not fully accustomed to it. Yet, 
his work on “I Know” a real hit 
possibility, is solid (it’s the “Kiss” 
film soundtrack). And the vocal 
of the standard “They Didn't Be- 
lieve Me” is just as welcome. This 
pairing is part of a Victor album, 
including “Che Gelida Manina”- 
“Celeste Aida”; “Mamma Mia Che 
Vo’ Sape”-“Core ‘Ngrato,” all of 
demonstrate Lanza’s vocal 
range and depth. They're 
items, particularly the 


which 
pow er. 
fine jock 


s 

Pe Dinwh Shore “Story of Annie 
Laurie”’-“A Thousand Victins” 
(Columbia). Two solid sides for 
jocks and jukes. Miss Shore's 
“Laurie” is strong and if the tune, 
a likely-looking hit, lives up to 
promise, she'll get a great deal of 
the play. Her vocal captures every- 
thing in the melody, smartly back- 
ed by a male quartet and Harry 
Zimmerman’'s orchestra. Reverse 
is swell, too, though it’s the type 
of tune that must struggle for rec- 
ognition. 

Reggie Goff “My Bolero’-*All’s 
Well That Ends Weil” ‘London) 
England’s muscle-throated version 
of Vaughn Monroe cut a tasty 
slice of “Bolero,” now rising fast 
via Vie Damone (Mercury). Asisted 
by the Beaus and Belles chorus 
and a bolero beat laid down by 
Cyril Stapleton’s orchestra, the 
side is strong for jocks. Backing 
is okay, but nothing to get excited 
about. 

Art Mooney “Toot. Toot, Toot- 
sie’’-“I Never See Maggie Alone” 
(M-G-M). “Tootsie” and Mooney’s 
banjo style go together like ham 
‘'n’ eggs. Pegged at double-time, 
ringing in full chorus work on the 
Ivric. the side is really alive and 
should ring up many a jock and 
juke spin. Mooney gives “Maggie,” 
launched by Kenny Roberts’ side 
(Coral). a good ride, too, emploving 
the same chorus style, headed by 
Johnny Martin’s vocal. 

Vaughn Monroe “Vieni Su’- 
“Blue For a Boy—Pink For a Girl” 
(Victor). “Vieni Su” is a good mel- 
ody that the publisher of “You're 
Breaking My Heart” figures as a 
followup. Whether it'll hit or not 
is anybody’s guess— it’s that kind 
of ballad. Monroe does it well 
solo, and jocks will find it worth- 
while new material. “Blue For a 
Boy” is a cute tune-angle hitched 
to a stmple melody, and it has a 
chance to go. Monroe works with | 
the Moon Maids and the side sets 
up a good light rhythm mood. 

Bob Harvey “Wouldn't It Be 
Fun”-“She’s A Personal Friend of 
Mine” (London). Harvey's “Fun” 
is the Linden record bought by 
London and which prompted Art 
Mooney’s ‘(M-G-M) recent disk. 
This is a lightly entertaining side 
consisting of choral-vocalling of a 
light rhythm melody, backed by a 
shuffle beat. Mooney’s is better. 
Reverse came along to London in 
the deal. 

Buddy Clark “You're In Love 
With Someone”-“Top of the Morn- 
ing” (Columbia). Buddy Clark's 
cuts of these two aren't nearly as 
good as Bing Crosby's (Decca), but 
the “Someone” side continues to 
impress as a possible hit. From 
the film, “Top of the Morning,” it 
slides smoothly past Clark's ton- 
sils, with the aid of a vocal group 
and Ted Dale's backgrounding. 
“Morning” is okay, too, Clark do- 
ing a good job on the rhythm semi- 
novelty. 

Fran Warren “Envy” (Victor). 
RCA’s disk division is preparing a 
eavy promotion campaign on this 
new side by Miss Warren, not yet 
coupled. It’s a smart hit possibility. 
A dramatic-style melody with a 
ood lyric, it’s one of the best vocal 
jobs done by the singer since she 
oined Victor, and the bolero back- 
ground supplied by Henri Rene 
goes a long way toward heighten-! 
ing the overall effect. Jocks will 

find it a worthwhile new side. 
uso Winterhalter “Someday’- 
Jealous Heart” (Columbia). CRC 
didn’t beat its brains out against 
Vaughn Monroe’s lead on “Some- 
day.” turning it over to musical | 
director Winterhalter, Johnny 
Thompson, from the “Miss Lib- | 
erty” ‘east, and a chorus. They | 
made a good side, but it’s not par-. 
ticularly distinguished or different. | 
Jealous Heart,” like Capitol on | 
.’ Columbia strove for a new 


Jocks, Jukes and Disks 


By BERNIE WOODS 








chopped-up feeling to it, but on the 
whole the treatment is good and 
should draw spins. 


Platter Pointers 


Ray Anthony’s orchestra con- 
tinues to punch out good musical 
sides for Capitol, his latest cover- 
ing the standard “Yesterdays,” 
which suffers slightly via his own 
solo trumpeting; it’s backed by a 
bop bit titled “House Party” that’s 
okay Another band biting off a 
bit of solid bop to chew over with 
a standard is Ziggy Elman’s combo: 
his “Boppin’ With Zig” jumps sol- 
idly, coupled to the rhythmic “Car- 
olina in the Morning” (M-G-M) 


An unusual bit of instrumental 
work that many jocks would find 
good is “Azar” by Steve Kisley’s 
orchestra (Star) Larry Neill’s 


disking of “The Big Go By” ‘(Holi- 
day) another indie label of interest 
Varsity’s “Jealous Heart” and 
“I'm Throwing Rice,” with Tex 
Turner, a worthwhile pressing 
One of the best Columbia reissues 
of recent months involves Harry 
James’ orchestra with Dick Haymes 
on “You Don’t Know What Love Is” 
and Helen Forrest on “Make Love 
to Me”; good stuff for jock libraries 
Harmony brought owt four Bob 
Crosby sides “Last Mile Home’’- 


“Hop Scotch Polka"; “Shally-Go- 
Shee"-“Toot Toot Tootsie,” none 
particularly distinguished Ziggy 


Talent turned out a cute novelty 
in “Gee, It’s Tough to Be a Skunk” 
(Victor) Al Jolson hasn't changed 
much vocally, on the basis of a 
Harmony reissue of old Columbia 
sides made with Guy Lombardo, 
coupling “Rock-A-Bye Your Baby’”- 
“You Are Too Beautifub’ Decca 
has organist Ethel Smith doing 
cornball waltzes, namely “Over 
Three Hills,” worked with the 
Travellers vocal group London 
issuing Kenny Roberts sides taken 
over from Universal, a good one 
being “Boogie Woogie Yodel” 
backed by Nancy Lee on “I Never 
See Maggie Alone,” the tune that 
hit for Roberts on Coral. 

_ Standout western, hillbilly, polka, 
jazz, race, etc.: Bill Boyd, “Poison 
Ivy”-“Pass the Turnip Greens” 
(Victor); Mickey and Mary Carton. 
“County Fair Polka” (Decca): Leon 
McAuliffe, “Sugar and Salt”-“Pan- 
handle Waltz” (Columbia): Homer 
and Jethro, “Tennessee Border-No. 
2"-“I'm Gettin’ Older Every Day” 
(Victor); Gene Autry, “When the 
Silver Colorado Turns to Gold” 
(Columbia). 


..LARIETY 1) Best Sellers on Coin-Machines 


| Best British Sheet Sellers 


(Week ending Sept. 10) 
London, Sept. 13. 


Riders in the Sky ... Morris 
Again . - Rm & & 
Forever and Ever F. D. & H. 


Wedding Lilli Marlene B. & C. 
Angelus Ringing .. Southern 
Buy Killarney P. Maurice 
“A” You're Adorable Connelly 


Careless Hands Morris 
Red Roses L. Wright 
I Don't See Me Connelly 
Confidentially.... New World 
12th Street Rag Chappell 

Second 12 
Echo Told a Lie Chappell 
Lavender Blue Sun 
Wedding Samba Leeds 
Blue Ribbon Gal Dash 
Candy Kisses Chappell 
Leicester Square Rag Norris 
Say Goodnight Kassner 
Too-Whit Too-Whoo Reid 
Shawl Galway Gray .Conneliy 
It's Magic Connelly 
Windmill Song Keith P. 
Cuckoo Waltz Keith P. 








Philly Jockeys 
Set Up Own Org. 


Group of Philadelphia disk jock- 
eys has formed an association sim- 
ilar to one launched by New York 
spinners some time ago. However, 
the Philly outfit, so far consisting 
of 28 local men, will have no con- 
neciiou with the Gotham group, op- 
erating independently. 

At its first meeting last week 
(15), the Philadelphians elected 
Eddie “Newman, of WPEN, presi- 
dent; Hal Moore, WCAU, v.p.; 
Mark Olds, WIP, treasurer; Fred 
Bennett, WPEN, secretary, and Ed 
Hurst, WPEN, public relations 
chairman. They'll hold another 
meet soon to blueprint plans for a 
benefit show this fall, for local 
charity. 


H. Warren Music Out 


Hollywood, Sept. 20. 

Harry Warren’s Warren Music 
Co. offices are being closed, and 
Robbins Music, Loew's subsidiary, 
henceforth will market Warren 
product. 

All tunes will continue to go out 
under Warren imprint , however, 
with composer still retaining copy- 
right control and protection. 





London Label Setting Up Disk Farm’ 
System as Source of Possible Hits 





‘Gus the Gopher’ As 
Record Donald Duck 


Chicago, Sept. 20. 
Mercury Records is promoting 
an animated character it hopes will 
be the Donald Duck of the record 
biz. “Gus the Gopher” will go 
| through a series of adventures on 
disks, with his live pal, Two-Ton 





Baker, piatters veiig Cat and ie- 
leased in sequence form. First 
side will hit the market around 
Oct. 1. 
“Gus” 
toys and 


on all 
the Steger 
Products Co., with Gus giving 
safety rules to the youngsters. 
Mercury and Steger are also stag- 
ing a coloring contest for kids 
through children’s disk jocks, with 
over $5,000 given in prizes. Other 
promotional gimmicks will include 
Gus’ delis, toys, books and even- 
tually it’s intended to debut the 
character in film cartoons. 


GOODMAN TROUPE 
SET FOR N. Y. ROXY 
Roxy theatre, New York, will 
play a full-sized name band for the 
first time in a couple of years 
when Benny Goodman's orchestra 


opens either Oct. 7 or 14. 
will provide the entire stage show, 


will also 
wagons of 


appear 


coupled with the house’s standard | 


ice revue, using the same presen- 
tation idea and act lineup he em- 
ployed on his recent date at the 
Palladium, London, including 
comic Herkie Styles and a dance 
team. 

Roxy, in buying its first full- 
sized band since Duke Ellington 
played the house, figured the book- 
ing appropriate since the film to 
be shown with Goodman is aimed 
at teen-agers. It’s “Father Was a 
Fullback” (20th), with Fred Mac- 
Murray and Maureen O'Hara. 

B. G. might have gone into Bop 
City, N. Y., if the Roxy booking 
hadn't come up. Associated Book 
ing Corp, was discussing a date at 
the bop spot. Duke Ellington is 
there now. 


Week of Sept. 17 


PHOFOHSHHOOOOOS 
1. . | Frankie Laine Mercury 
THAT LUCKY OLD SUN (3) (Robbins). .................. )' Vaughn Monroe Vietee 
YOU'RE BREAKING MY HEART (6) (Algonquin) .......... Vic Damone.__......... Mercury 
3. SOMEDAY (4) (Duchess) {Vaughn Monroe........ Victor 
eeerseeveeeeeveeseeeeee@ eee ee eeeee i} Mills Bros. . Decca 
4. ROO 1 } Sammy Kaye .......... Victor 
M FULL OF ROSES (9) (Hill & Range) .............. ) Dick Haymes............ Decca 
5. JEALOUS HEART (2) (Acuff-Rose) . (-onenabensaes Al Morgan oesece. 
MAYBE IT’S BECAUSE (4) (Triangle) ie:sietaneaneaieans | Dick | Haymes Decce 
i Connie Haines ......... Coral 
7. SO "END? . } Perry Como ‘meee Victor 
ME ENCHANTED EVENING (17) (Williamson) ......... ) Frank Sinatra . .. Columbia 
8. HUCKLEBUCK (12) (United) ................00.06. cesses. ) Prank Sinatra ...... Columbia 
Tommy Dorsey Victor 
9. AGAIN (27) (Robbins) ssi... ) Gordon Jenkins Decca 
see eeeeeeeeeeeeeee } Vie Damone Mercury 
10. I CAN DREAM CAN'T I (1) (Chappell) ait, $d Andrews Sisters Decca 
Second Group : 
NOW THAT I NEED YOU (Famous) .......................45. Doris Day Columbia 3 
BALI HA’l (14) (Williamson) Setiaaieil 7 ) Perry Como ...... Victor 
| Bing Crosby ......... Decca 
. { Sinatra-Day Columbia 
LET’S TAKE OLD FASHIONED WALK (Berlin) ............... \Perry Como... ||. Victor 
er ea ee ee Vie Damone Mercury 
WHISPERING HOPE (Hanover). .............. ... . se Se0ee sees Stafford-NacRae ........Capitol , 
: “ ) Evelyn Knight ........ ._ Decca % 
YOU'RE SO UNDERSTANDING (Barron-Pemora) .............. ) Stee Barven M-G-M z 
LAST MILE HOME (Leeds) ...................0cee0e opagednens Bing Crosby............ Decca 3 
{Tony Martin Victor ¢ 
ee TT Te eT TT ceonees | Dick Haymes Decea : 
<4y , \ Art Mooney M-G-M 
24 HOURS OF SUNSHINE (Witmark) 9660660 0066 009660060002 } Dick Juracue Columbia + 
. . . | Blue Barron M-G-M 
YES YES IN YOUR EYES (Remick) .......... eorerccesoooeces } Carmen Cavallaro Decca : 
\ Gordon MacRae Capitol 
WEDDING LILLI MARLENE (Leeds) . 068090 0d 00068 008 ) Steve Conway Harmony 
. \ Fran Warren Victor 
HOMEWORK (Berlin) re ee ee } Dinah Shore Columbia 
| Bing Crosby eo Decca 
HOW IT LIES (Morris) ee ee eee eee eee ee ee eee ee eee ee eee ee eee i Kay Starr ith pl Capitol ; 
| San Pe ss eeeene Victor ¢ 
FOUR WINDS, SEVEN SEAS (Lombardo) _................055 .t } ag ME heipeeretsin io © 
THAT’S MY WEAKNESS NOW (Shapiro-B) .........-60-ceeeee Russ Morgan ......... Decca 
CRYING (Greenwich) ......... 0-6. (sess eeeeees iimceeenenel Billy Eckstine . MGM 
SOMEHOW (Algonquin) ......... paenegnvenancenen Billy Eckstine MGM 
[Figures in parentheses indicate number of weeks song has been m the Pop 10.) 


Se eel 
bee: using a sort of shuffle-beat | £4 ooeeeeeOEOE OOOO See esos sesso sess ees PFFTEE TF EFSPTSI SSIS TOTES 


nd a vocal group. There's a! 


B. G. | 


* London Records, which has been 


grabbing the pressing rights to va- 
rious single records put out by in- 
die labels, last week concluded two 
king-sized deals along the same 
lines. First was an arrangement 
with Universal Records, Chicago, 
which gives London the right to 
any and all masters from 
shelves for release under a 
Plus which London 


select 
U.’s 
London label. 
“has (ive right to take ovei any fu- 
ture material that U might market 
that surpasses a sale of 5,000 disks. 

Another similar deal was made 
with Emanuel Kopelman’s Crystal- 
tone labe}, Boston. This small indie 
has a backlog of perhaps 250 mas- 
ters. London also concluded an ar- 
rangement to press and market a 
single recording issued by the 
Marvel label of a tune titled “Take 
Your Finger Out of Your Mouth.” 
This is in addition to recent deals 
which put Universal's recording of 
Al Morgan's “Jealous Heart” on 
London and a later one that 
brought the Linden label platter of 
“Wouldn't It Be Fun,” by Bob Har- 
vey, to London. 

Actually, the deals with Univer- 
sal and the Boston indie are more 
or less experimental for London. 


Phil Brown Leaving 
Alexander for Own 


Biz, Richardson Quits 


Phil Brown and “Doc” Richard- 
son are both leaving Willard Alex- 
ander’s booking office in New York, 
Brown to go into business for him- 
self in Cleveland and Richardson 
into an undisclosed spot. Coinci- 
dent resignation of the two is not 
based on any friction with Alexan- 
der, but is said to be something 
they've both planned for quite a 
while. 

Brown, who became a v.p. with 
Alexander when he brought Claude 


Thornhill’s orchestra with him 
from from the William Morris 
agency, will continue to handle 


Thornhill, but the band will remain 
with Alexander's office as of the 
moment. Idea of going to Cleve- 
land is based on the fact that it’s 


Mrs. Brown's home town, plus 
which Brown spent considerable 
time there working for Consoli- 


dated Radio Artists and the Morris 
agency. He'll book several acts and 
possibly buy talent for local cafes. 
Richardson, who had _ started 
with Alexander as a one-night 
booker, now handles all types of 
bookings. He leaves Oct. 1. 


RCA NAMES SEIDEL 
VEEPEE FOR DISTRIB 


| 
| Robert A. Seidel, v.p. and comp- 
‘troller of the W. T. Grant depart- 
| ment stores, takes over as v.p. in 
charge of distribution of the RCA- 
Victor disk division Oct. 1. He'll 
headquarter at Victor's Camden of- 
fices. He's giving up the Grant 
posts. 

Seidel is also a director of a 
number of other outfits. 





Margaret Truman In 2 
‘St. L. Symph Concerts 


St. Louis, Sept. 20. 

Margaret Truman, the Presi- 
dent's daughter, is skedded for 
two personals, with the St. Louis 
symph orch, which tees off its 70th 
season in the Henry W. Kiel ‘mu- 
nicipal) auditorium Oct. 21. Viadi- 
mir Golschmann will be on the 
podium for his 19th consecutive 
season. Miss Truman is to sing at 
the Oct. 29-30 concerts. 

Other artists inked for the sea- 
son are Artur Rubinstein, Alexan- 
der Uninsky, Leon Fleisher, Edith 
Schiller, Eloise Wells Polk, Jesus 
Maria Sanroma, Benedetto Michel- 
angcii, Viadimir Horowitz, pian- 
ists: Gold and Fizdale, duo pian- 
ists’ Jennie Tourel, mezzo soprano; 
Nathan Milstein, Isaac Stern, Gin- 
ette Neveu, William Primrose and 
Tossy Spivakovsky, violinists. 

The new season wil include the 
orch’'s first invasion of the east, 
during which concerts will be pre- 


sented in 23 cities next March, 
The trek will include Atlanta, 
Washington, New Yor Boston 


and Cleveland. 
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Wednesday, September 21, 1949 


ROA Vieleu presents. an event 





The stors who make the hits 
are on 


The “45” now priced 
for mass sale! Get set 
for bigger and bigger 
business on your RCA 
Victor 45 rpm hits! 


GOIN 





IT 





“DONT CRY JOF 
“1OVES A PRECIOUS THING 






She's grabbing a big hunk of the 
glory in “SOUTH PACIFIC”... 
picked by THE BILLBOARD for 
Best Supporting Performance 


(LET HER GO, oe 
LET HER GO. (Actress) of The Year! Critics rave! 
Lev HER GO) Playgoers rave! Now see the 


whole nation rave! Don’t miss this 
tremendous recording event! 


RCA VICTOR 47-3050 (20-3557) 





RCA VICTOR DIVISION 


World's Fastest Automatic Changer now only AO9GS 


FROA ViGIOR Records 


RADIO “ORPORATION OF AMERICA, CAMDEN, NEW JERSEY 















THE CERTAIN SEVEN 


(Best sellers that ne dealer 
can efferd te be without) 


VAUGHN MONROE 
Someday 
20-2510-—47-2986 


PERRY COMO 
Some Enchanted Evening 
20-3402—47-2896 


SAMMY KAYE 
Reom Full ef Reses 
20-3441 47-2908 


SPIKE JONES 
Dence of the Hours 
20-3516——47-2992 


PERRY COMO 
Let's Take an Old 
Fashioned Wolk 
20-3469—47-2931 


EDDY ARNOLD 
I'm Threwing Rice at 
the Girl | Leve 
21-0083—48-0080 


JOSE ITURBI 
Cleir de Lune 
11-8851—49-01 76 
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INDIE PRODUCERS ASK Decca Bids for Sales 


AFM FOR SCALE SLASH 


Hollywood, Sept. 20. 

Society of Independent Motion 
Picture Producers is asking the 
American Federation of Musicians 
to lower scales in next year's pact. 
This year’s contract expires 
Sept. 30. 

SIMPP reps are aiso asking that 
they get a better break on mini- 
mum hours of employment and also 
in the present scale. J. W. Gillette, 
Coast film studio representative for 
the AFM. has been designated by 
James C. Petrillo, AFM prexy, to 
handle negotiations with both 
SIMPP and the Independent Mo- 
tion Picture Producers Assn 


With ‘2 Front Teeth’ 


Decca Records has finally tossed 
its bid into the coming race for 
sales with “All I Want for Xmas Is 
My Two Front Teeth,” which was 
such a standout hit for Spike Jones- 
RCA last season. Decca cut the 
tune last week in Hollywood with 
Danny Kaye and Patti Andrews, 
and will have the side available for 
the Xmas season, starting within a 
few weeks. 

RCA, of course, will reissue the 
Jones cutting, which sold over i,- 
000,000 copies last fall. Columbia 
has made it with Mary Osborne's 
group, and other diskers figure to 
field their own versions. 


Religious Recordings 
For James Edwards 


James Edwards, who plays the 
Negro in the controversial “Home 
of the Brave” film, moved into the 
recording field via Faith Records, 
a new label in which Lou Irwin, 
agent, is interested. Company is 
making religious disks only, four 
sides of which have been cut by 
Edwards with the Second Baptist 
Church Choir, Los Angeles. All 
psalms, the quartet consists of “10 
Commandments,” “Sermon on the 
Mount,” “Lord Is My Shepherd” 
and “23d Psalm.” 

Edwards did the narration, while 
the church choir supplied musical 
background. They’re aimed mostly 
at schools, etc. 

















AL GALLICO 


—is proud to announce— 


—THE BIRTH OF HIS FIRST SONG— 
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We're still gon-ms make the same fuss. 











It docs-nt mat-ter to as 
al Da? —— 
a= If its a Jack or 08 jilh 
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Bands at Hotel B.0.’s 


Weeks Past Covers 

Band Hote! Played Week On Date 
Jack Fina . Waldorf (400; $2)........ sees» 3 2,000 5,900 
Nat Brandwynne. . Roosevelt (400; $1.50-$2)........ 7 900 4,700 
Jimmy Dorsey... .Statler (450; $1.50-$2).......... 1 1,925 1,925 





‘5 Days. 





Chicago 

Henry Brandon (Marine Room, Edgewater, 700; $1.20 cover). Cardini 
responsible for upped take, plus conventions. Excellent 4,200 covers. 

Johnny Brewer (Swiss Chalet, Bismarck; $2 min.-$1 cover). Betty 
Jane Watson and Jerry Austen doing fine 2,100 covers. 

Frankie Masters (Boulevard Room, Stevens; 720; $3.50 min.-$1 cover), 
New Ice Show and Masters garnering terrif 4,820 tabs 

Eddie O'Neal (Empire Room, Palmer House; 500; $2.50 min.-$1 cover), 
Janet Blair and the Blackburn Twins keeping biz on upswing with big 
3,490 covers 


Bill Snyder (College Inn, Sherman; 500; $3.50 min.). “Salute To 
Rodgers and Hammerstein” garnering lush 3,900 covers. 
Los Angeles 
Ray Hackett (Ambassador, 900; $1.50). With Dorothy Shay. Second 
week. Good 3,550 covers. 


Henry King (Biltmore, 900; $1.50). First week, okay 2,600 covers 
Eddie Oliver (Beverly Hills, 300; $4 min.). Better at 950 covers, 


Location Jobs, Not in Hotels 


(Chicago) 

Cee Davidson (Chez Paree, 500; $3.50 min.-$1 cover) 
holding at eapacity; socko 6,000 tabs 

Jimmy Featherstone (Trianon; $1-$1.15 adm.). 
week with 9,100 admissions. 

Buddy Moreno (Blackhawk, 500; $2.50 min.). 
hypoing take with 3,500 covers 

Griff Williams (Aragon; $1-$1.15 adm.). Local fave on the upswing 
after cold spell nicked. Higher 12,100 admissions. 

(Los Angeles) 

Robbins (six days) with Harry Owens ork supplementing on 
three-day weekends. (Aragon, Santa Monica; eighth week for Robbins; 
first weekend for Owens). Hot 10,500, 9,050 admissions on weekend. 

Lawrence Welk (Palladium B., Hollywood, third week). Good 10,450 


admissions. 





Danny Thomas 
Picked up over last 


“Whiffinpoof Revue” 


Ray 


s & 
Inside Orchestras—Music 

Decca executives in New York, from artists and repertoire head Dave 
Kapp down, will play Louis Armstrong’s new Decca sides for any 
visitor at the drop of a hint. Decca men themselves get such a kick 
out of Armstrong's work on the first four sides of a new contract that 
dubs of the originals were kept moving from office to office last week, 
to be played for guests (they were acetates, since at that time finished 
pressings weren't ready). 

Armstrong made “That Lucky Old Sun’’-"On Blueberry Hill’; “May- 
be It’s Because’’-"I'll Keep the Lovelight Burning.” They were made 
with Gordon Jenkins backgrounding the trumpeter-singer, who does all 
the vocals straight. On one disk—‘Blueberry Hill’’—Billy Butterfield 
supplies a muted trumpet background to Armstrong's singing. 

Frankie Laine didn’t want to record “That Lucky Old Sun,” now 
rapidly becoming the biggest selling disk across the country. Laine 
didn’t think much of the tune because when he went over it repeatedly 
in rehearsals, he couldn't at first work out a vocal treatment of the 
melody. Up to a few hours before he cut the platter. in Hollywood, 
there was some doubt in his mind as to whether he would put it on wax. 

Mercury, incidentally, piled up a backlog of over 150,000 pressings of 
Laine’s cut, before placing one on sale (on the Coast). Company execs 
were so certain of a hit they wanted to be sure to be able to get them 
out — enough to preclude any other cutting of the tune catching up 
to Laine’s. ‘ 





Plastics are invading the field of brass band instruments. British 
have now come up with an all-moulded saxophone fronf plastics. Main 
body of the sax is assembled from three mouldings injected on a 22- 
ounce machine, U. S. Department of Commerce reports. There's no 
— of when other brass instruments will also be punched out 
in plastics. 


50th Anni Celebration 


~ a - ——<—< 





shutz and Genia Nemenoff, duo 
| pianists; Zino Francescatti, Erica 




















° Morini and Isaac Stern, violinists; 
For Philly Symph Orch Dorothy Maynor and_ Eleanor 
Philadelphia, Sept. 20. } ner — and = Carlos 
The Philadelphia Orchestra be- 
gins a year-long celebration of its — 
50th anniversary season with its it’s Music By 
first concerts, Oct. 7, 8 and 10. 
Conductor Eugene Ormandy, re- JESSE GREER 
cently signed for three additional Program today 
-years, will start his 14th season Yesterday's 


with the Philadelphians. 

| Concerts at the Academy of Mu- 
sic will include the regular 28 Fri- 
| day afternoon and Saturday eve- 
‘ning pairs, 10 Monday night con- 
certs, five youth concerts and five 
, children’s concerts. The orchestra 
_will play 10 performances in New 
York, eight in Washington, six in 
Baltimore, three in Richmond, a | 
six-concert series at Worcester, an- 
other six at Ann Arbor, Mich., and 
| Single concerts in a number of 
other cities. A midwestern tour as 
far as Chicago has been arranged 
| for February. 

Sharing the podium with Orman- 
dy will be his associate conductor, 
Alexander Hilsberg, with Ernest 
Ansermet, Leonard Bernstein and 

| Victor de Sabata guesting for one 
pair each. j 
Soloist: : 
wy a AY a my 
! ‘ ‘ exander * 
| Brailowsky, Robert Casadesus.|* 
Ania Dorfman, Jean Graham, Wil- , 
liam Kapell, Menahem Pressler, 
Artur Rubinstein and Rudolf 
Serkin, all Pianists; Pierre Lubo- 


ELAPPERETTE 


~——— Decca Record (63128) —— 


FRANKIE CARLE 


(Mills Music) 








| WANT YOU 
TO WANT ME 
TO WANT YOU 


* 
MISSION BELLS 
and WISHIN’ WELLS 


YOU CAN’T LOSE 
A BROKEN HEART 


MILLS MUSIC, INC. 
1619 Broadway New York 19, N. ¥. 

















ae 


a a eee 


roe 


Best nde wt 








Jul 
21, fe 
and 


releas 
ter is 


“Alwi 
and “ 











SSSsak We 


's. 
ty 


Cm). 


rm). 


To 


ve 
ny 
ck 


at 
ed 


1V- 
de 


all 


DW 


lly 
he 
rd, 
aX 


cs 
om 
up 


ish 
in 
»2- 
no 
put 


Jil 


} 











—_—~ 


OTTER ee 


—— 


AE ome. 


ee ee 


PO ee 


Wednesday, September 21, 1949 


VARIETY 


ORCHESTRAS-MUSIC 


47 








ae 








‘Songs With Largest Radio Audience 


e top 31 songs of the week (more in case of ties), based on 

ty ighted Audience Coverage Inder Survey of Popular Mu- 

sic Broadcast over Radio Networks. Published by the Office of 
Research, Inc., Dr. John G. Peatman, Director. 


Survey Week of September 9-15, 1949 





3 Ex-Krupa Sidemen 


Three 


bandsmen were fined for narcotic 
violations. 
| F. Lederle also placed each on pro- | Deshler-Wallick hotel here in the 
| bation for two years. 


‘Columbus’ Deshler 
Sets 10 Name Bands. 


Columbus, O., Sept. 20. | 
Ten name bands have been inked 
Federal Judge Arthur | for dates in the Ionian Room of the 


Fined on Drug Rap 
Detroit, Sept. 20. 
former Gene Krupa 


| next five months. Manager Palmer 
| Suddaby last winter found his 500- 


'BVC RENEWS TIE WITH 


CHAPPELL IN ENGLAND 


Bregman, Vocco & Conn has re- 
newed its affiliation in England 
with Chappell, Ltd., the British 
counterpart of the Dreyfus inter- 
ests in the U. 8S. New arrange- 
ment was concluded by Jack Breg- 


Be Goody Good Good To Me... 
Fiddle Dee Dee—t“ It’s a Great 
Give Me a Song—t“It’s a Great 
[It’s a Great Feeling—t“It’s a G 


Love Is a Beautiful Thing 


Now That I Need You—?“Red, 
A Room Full of Roses 
So in Love—*"Kiss Me, Kate” 


Song Of Surrender—t“Song Of 
There’s Yes Yes In Your Eyes 


Twilight . 
Wedding Of Lili Marlene 

Who Do You Know In Heaven 
You Told a Lie ce ian 
Younger Than Springtime—*“S« 
You're Breaking My Heart 


based on the copyright Audience 
lar Music Broadcast 
Office of Research, Inc., Dr. Joh 


Dime a Dozen 
Dreamer’s Holiday 
Everywhere You Go 
Five Foot Two, Eyes Of Blue 


Georgia On My Mind 


Hucklebuck.... eee 
I Wish I Had a Record — 
I'll Keep the Lovelight Burning 


Last Mile Home 
Look For Silver Lining—t‘‘Look 
Lora Belle Lee ... 
Make Believe 


Over the Hillside 
Similau 
That Lucky Old Sun 


You're So Understanding 





t Filmusical, * Legit musical. 





Baby It’s Cold Outside—t“Neptune’s Daughter”. ... Morris 
Bali Ha'i—*“South Pacific” ........ 


Just One Way To Say I Love You—*“Miss Liberty” 
Let’s Take An Old-Fashioned Walk—*‘Miss Liberty’ Berlin 


Maybe It's Because—*“Along Fifth Avenue” 


Some Enchanted Evening—**‘South Pacific” 
Someday You'll Want Me to Want You 


Through Sleepless Night—t‘Come to the Stable”. 
Toot Toot Tootsie Goodbye—?t“Jolson Sings Again” Feist 
Twenty-Four Hours of Sunshine 


The remaining 21 songs of the 


over Radi 


Blue For a Boy—Pink For a Girl 


Four Winds and the Seven Seas 


Homework—**‘Miss Liberty”.... 


It's a Big Wide Wonderful World 


Now Now Now Is the Time. re 


Why Fall in Love With a Stranger 


A Wonderful Guy—**South DE” tid#iebbonsces Williamson 
ha ae $¥0465 806060 Ccedbebees ce. Robbins 
% Ghe SWeet ..-- cee vecceeecrseccvccerecvcces Advanced 

And It Still Goes ............-..........., .... Shapiro-B | 


ccs eeeted Williamson 


ee tees ss ceees .. United 
Feeling” Te 8 0 
Feeling” . Witmark 
reat Feeling” Remick 
Berlin 


Porgie 

BVC 

Famous 

Hill & Range 
Harms 

i aiidemieel Williamson 
Duchess 
Paramount 
Witmark 
Miller 


Hot and Blue 


Surrender” 


Advanced 
Ben Bloom 
Leeds 
Robbins 
Bourne 
Williamson 
Mellin 


uth Pacific” 


week 
Cove rage 


iore in case of ties), 

Index Survey of Popu- 
Published by the 

t, Director. . 


\ ; 
oO VOeLivor 


n G. Peatrnu 
Gallico 
Morris 
Shapiro-B 
Lombardo 
Feist 
Lombardo 
Peer 
Berlin 
United 
Crawford 
Laurel 

BMI 

Leeds 

For Silver Lining’ Harms 

. Santly-Joy 
BVC 
Fremart 
Dreyer 
Campbell 
Robbins 
Campbell 
Barron-Pem. 








Upbeat 
Hollywood 


Julia Lee in Ciro’s, Frisco, Sept. 
21, for two weeks ... “Mr. Sears 
and Roebuck,” with vocals by Don 

and Dana Gibson, is being 
released by Mercury Records. Plat- 
ter is backed by the “Big Go By.” 
with Frank Neill and Black-Smith 
Trie .. . Franz Waxman is scoring 
“Johnny Holiday” for Alcorn Pro- 
ductions. . . After several days of 
iliness at Cedars of Lebanon Jay 
Livingston is back at his Para- 
mount tunesmith job. 

Mal Hogan signed by ABC 
Records... Ray WHeindorf scoring 
“The Daughter of Rosie O’Grady,” 
“Always ave Them Laughing” 
and “Young Man With a Horn” at 














The American Love Song 


| CAN'T GIVE YOU 
ANYTHING BUT 
LOVE, BABY 


Music by eee 
JIMMY McHUGH 
MILLS MUSIC 























THE EVER POPULAR 
STANDARD 


DEED 
IDO 


LAUREL MUSIC CORP. 
' 1619 Broadway, N. Y. 19 






| Warners... “Wild Bill” Davidson, | 

Eddie Cendon and Muggsy Spanier | 
, will be in Gene Norman’s Shrine | 
|} auditorium concert Oct. 7. 
| Peacock Alley has reoptioned | 
Artie Wayne for two weeks. . . Jeff 
Dane and Jerry Collins ditto at 
the Red Feather. 


New York 


Red Ingle wil! forsake his “Nat- 
ural Seven” for the duration of his 
run with Jo Stafford’s concert dates, 
which begin Oct. 15 in the midwest; 
Ingle will use only one or two of 








his men with him...Arthur Mi- 
chaud due in N. Y. today (Wednes- 
day) or tomorrow...Julie Losch 


joins Kramer-Whitney publishing 
firm as Hollywood rep...Ray An-| 
thony orchestra set for four weeks | 
at Roosevelt hotel, New Orleans, 
opening Oct. 19 . Abe Olman, head 
of Metro's Big 3 publishing houses 
to Coast within two weeks on biz 
with studio. 


Chicago 

Morrie Price, sales director for 
Mercury Records, in Gotham on 
biz confabs . . . Jo Stafford and 
the 32 person package booked by 
GAG for concerts, will do one- 
night concerts at Nothe Dame U. 
South Bend, Ind., Oct. 15; U. o 
Michigan, Oct. 21, and Purdue U., 
Oct. 22. Troupe will get a $3,000 
guarantee against 60° of the! 
ross, with Miss Stafford and Paul | 

eston working out a coin split 
and Starlighters on straight salary. | 





Kansas City 


Artie Shaw orch set for one-| 
nighter in Pila-Mor Ballroom Oct. | 
1. Claude Thernhill plays Pla-!| 
Mor Oct. 8 in the ballroom... | 
Richard Gordon, opera singer, into 
the Drum Room, President hotel, | 
for a fortnight Gordon Dudero 
back to town with his small combo, 
into the Penguin Room of Conti- 
nental hotel.. Nihe Nanni cur- 
rently doing song-piano turn at 
Eddy’s restaurant, with Tony Di- 
Pardo’s band on stand Pla-Mor 
taking a fling into concert, with 
Spike .Jones into Music Hall for, 
single performance Oct. 4 


Fines of $1,000 were imposed on 
John P. Bello, trumpeter, and 
Ralph Blaze, guitarist. Herbert 


Randel, trombonist, was fined $500. Kaye, Sept. 12-17; Charlie Spivak, 
All three had marijuana in their | Sept. 19-Oct. 1; Charlie Barnet, | 
and were nabbed in lt one i ——- — 17- 
Detroit 1 b> eatin atentn 2; ue Barron, Oct. 24-Nov. 5; 
— . » sen while playing with | tra) McIntyre, Nov. 7-19; Gene 
—o at Eastwood Park Krupa, Nov. 2i-Dec. 3; Eddy How- 
They were fired by Krupa. ard, Dec. 5-17, 


capacity room bulging and so de- 
cided on a permanent name band 
policy. 

Following are scheduled: Sammy 


man with Louls Dreyfus during the 
former's recent trip to England 
|}and the Continent. 

Bregman did not enter into any 
other deals abroad. His trip was 
eut short by illness. He stayed 
nine days in London, during which 
he came up with grippe, and his 
illness lingered during a short stay 
in Paris, forcing him to pass up 
a trip to Cannes, Nice and Italy. 


possession, 


here. 
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legends and other basic backgrovnd information, attendont to the compilation 


ard presentation, appeared in the Oct 
Cavalcade started publicotion serially 
slipped end filed for future reference. 


6, 1948, issue when the Variety Song 


tt is suggested that these installments be 


Attention is hereby called to the fact thet this material is copyrighted end may not 


be reproduced either wholly or in part. 


1930—C ontinued 


Dancing With Tears in My Eyes. 


Ww 4i Dubin. m., Joc Burke M 
Witmark & Sons, cop. 1930 
Embraceable You (Girl Crazy). 


w.. Ira Gershwin. m., George Gersh 
win. New World Music Corp., cop 
1930 

Exactly Like You (Lew Leslie's 


International Revue). w., Dorothy 
Fields. m., Jimmy McHugh. Sha- 
piro, Bernstein & Co., Inc., cop 
1930 

Fine and Dandy (Fine and 
Dandy). w., Paul Jones. m., Kay 
Swift. Harms, Inc., cop. 1930. 

The “Free and Easy” (film: Free 
and Easy). w., Roy Turk. m., Fred 
FE. Ahlert. Robbins Music Corp., 
cop. 1930 by Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer 
Corp 

Georgia On My Mind. w., Stuart 


Gorrell. m., Hoagy Carmichael 
Southern Music Pub. Co., Inc., cop 
1930 

Get Happy. w., Ted Koehler. m 


Harold Arlen. Remick Music Corp., 
cop. 1930 

Give Me a Moment Please (film: 
Monte Carlo). w., Leo Robin. m., 
Richard A. Whiting and W. Franke 
Harling. Famous Music Corp., cop 
1930 

Go Home and Tell Your Mother 
(film: Love in the Rough). w., 
Dorothy Fields. m., Jimmy Mc- 
Hugh. Robbins Music Corp., cop 
1930 by Metro - Goldwyn - Mayer 
Corp 

Hangin’ on the Garden Gate. w.., 
Gus Kahn. m., Ted Fiorito. M. 
Witmark & Sons, cop. 1930. 


I'm Yours (film: Leave It To 
Lester). w., E. Y. Harburg. m 
John W. Green. Famous Music 
Corp., cop. 1930. 


1 Got Rhythm (Girl Crazy). w 
Ira Gershwin. m., George Gersh 
win. New World Music Corp., cop. 
1930 


If | Were King (film: If I Were 
King Leo Dubin. m., Newell 
Chase and Sam Coslow Spier & 
Coslow Ire cop 1930 by Famous 
Music Corp 

It Happened In Monterey (film: 
King of Jazz). w William Rose 
m.. Mabel Wayne. Leo Feist, Inc., 
cop. 1930 

rhe Kiss Waltz. w.. Al Dubin. 
m.. Joe Burke. M. Witmark & Sons, 
cop. 1930 

Lady Play Your Mandolin. w.. 
Irving Caesar. m., Oscar Levant. 
Harms, Inc., cop. 1930 

Lazy Lou'siana Moon. w. m 
Walter Donaldson Donaldson, 
Douglas & Gumble, Inc., cop. 1930. 
Successor Pub., Bregman, Vocco 


& Conn) . 
Love For Sale (The New York- 


ers). w.. m., Cole Porter. Harms 
Inc.. cop. 1930 

Lucky Seven (The Second Little 
Show). m Howard Dietz m., 


Arthur Schwartz. Harms, Inc., 
1930 

The March of Time (Earl Carroll 
Vanities). w Ted Koehler. m., 
Harold Arlen. Remick Music Corp., 
cop. 1930 

Moonlight On the Colorado. w., 
Billy Moll. m.. Robert A. King. 
Shapiro, Bernstein & Co., Inc., 
cop. 1930 

My Future Just Passed 
Safety in Numbers). w., 
Marion, Jr. m 
Famous Music Corp., cop. 1930. 


cop. 


(film: 
George 


Richard A, Whiting. | 


| 
VARIETY SONG CAVALCADE: 


| cop. 1930 by William Rose, inc 
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VARIETY ————_ : 
Survey of retail sheet music 3 8 E sé}. 8 
sales, based on reports obtained | >|% = Oo E|° 
from leading stores in 11 cities % + & 3 re s E 3 
and showing comparative sales om 8 in” | @ S a S 1 
rating for this and last week. , Sizgis lg Sleligizio 
Pree arie: Sie}? 
Big Sit izle SiSiE Els! A 
Week Endi BE elslalelele eS [4 | 
ee n ing ai\8itis Sie in| sisi a | 
— " cls le CER eis /Els | o 
Rating Sept. 17 SigiblelZlflgigieisieii 
This Last | 8 </$/\8 . 5 ¢| 2/3 : N 
wk. wk. Title and Publisher 7 5 § S 7 siglo 2 & = s 
I | “Breaking My Heart” (Algonquin) 1 1 3 3 2 .6C«C«s 1 | 2 28 @& 
‘2 2 “Enchanted Evening” (Williamson)....7 5 #1 #=%2 #3 +#1 +45 8 3 3 1 87 
3 __ 3 “Room Full of Roses” \Hill-Range)... 5 2 2 | 5 3 8 2 I 7 8 2 
4 5 “Someday” (Duchess) = ai (‘étéié2?C~OUSétéCé«<dKWCAhDUCdLC(ltCUlhCULlLULKCUCOlUCSTCU 
5 4 “Old Fashioned Walk” (Berlin) = BOOST 4 6 9 5 5 2 $3 
6 7  “Lueky Old Sun” (Robbins) ——_ ee 2. 2 Oe ee ~ 47 
7 6 “Maybe It’s Because” (B.V.C) ....... 6 4 .. 5 4 8 9 10... 4 6 43 
8 “Fiddle Dee Dee” (Harms, Inc) ......... 7 ee oe eee 
9 12 “Jealous Heart” (Acuff-Rose)........._4 .._ 9 ae ae a 
10 10 = “24 Hours of Sunshine” (Witmark)../. 9 : =) ny on li 
li ii “I Leve You” (Berlin) werner eg ie a ss en oo os a 
120A... “Yes in Your Eyes” (Remick) nn i ee cn : ae Ga —_ 
128 9 “Bali Ha’i” (Williamson) ee. ae eo ae . ore ae 
12C .. “Now That I Need You” (Famous)... ... - ee — 
13. ...:—é«~“'SSee Understanding” (Barron-Pem) . ae 8 7 7 —— — 
Mc zn. Shapiro -rnstein Co., women’s skirts grew longer. Hood ? 
—_ 4 1930 - 7 hats were po the iechion ECKSTINE § $4,000 NET 
Billy Rose and Charlotte Kent. m..| courses sprang up overnight, IN 1-NITE JAZZ CONCERT 
Louis Alter. Robbins Music Corp., The population of the U. S. num 


bered 122,775,000, or 41 per square 


Rockin’ Chair. w., m.,- Hoagy mile. The center of population was 
| Carmichael. Southern Music Pub.| three miles northeast of Linton, 
| Co., Inc., cop. 1930 Indiana, and there still remained 

Roses Are Forget-Me-Nots. w., | 352,000 Indians 


My Ideal (film: Playboy of Paris). | 


w., Leo Robin m., 
Whiting and Newell Chase. Famous 
Music Corp., cop. 1930. 
Mysterious Mose, w., 
Doyle. M. 
1930 
On the Sunny Side of the Street 


m., Walter 


Witmark & Sons, cop. | 


Richard A. | 


m., Al Hoffman. Charles O'Flynn Bootleg liquor prices were high 
j}and Will Osborne. M. Witmark & American Bourbon sold for $100 
| Sons, cop. 1930. per case; Canadian, $150; gin, $35 


(Lew Leslie’s International Revue). | 


w.. Dorothy Fields. m., Jimmy 








THE FABULOUS 


GENE AUTRY 
(Columbia) 


FOR THIS YEAR AND EVERY YEAR, 


RUDOLPH 


THE 


RED - NOSED 
REINDEER 


by Johnny Marks 
——Recorded by—— 


—More to Follow— 


NOVELTY SONG 


EDDY HOWARD 
(Mercury) 








In Preparation 


HAPPY NEW YEAR, DARLING 


by Carmen Lombardo and Johnny Marks 











ST. NICHOLAS MUSIC PUB. CO. 


1619 Broadway, New York 19,N. Y. Circle 7-2900 
CHICAGO NEW YORK HOLLYWOOD 
Paul Salvatori George E.Schottler (Danny Camaron 

Prof. Mgr. 








| Vincent Youmans. 


Ce., Ltd., cop. 1930. 


Sing Something Simple (The ®2"d $50; champagne. $110; Scotch, 
Second Little Show). w., m., Her-| $110, and cordials, $120. 
man Hupfeld. Harms, Inc., cop. To Col. and Mrs. Charles A 
1930. Lindbergh was born a son, Charles 
Something to Remember You) Augustus Lindbergh, Jr 
By (Three's a Crowd). w.. Howard The play “Green Pastures” be- 
Dietz. m., Arthur Schwartz. Harms, | gan its run of 600 odd perform- 
Inc., cop. 1930 ances. Other hits: “Grand Hotel,” 


“Lysistrata,” and “Once in a Life- 


time.” 


(You Said It). 
Harold Arlin. 


Sweet and Hot 
w., Jack Yellen. m., 


Ager, Yellen & Bornstein, Inc., The ranking money-making films 
cop. 1930. (Successor Pub., Ad-| included “Anna Christie” (Greta 
vanced). | Garbo), “Blushing Brides” (‘Joan 


Ten Cents a Dance (film: Ten! Crawford), “Caught Short” (Marie 
Cents .a Dance). w.. Lorenz Hart. | Dressler and Polly Moran), “Com. 
m., Richard Rodgers. Harms, Inc.,|™on Clay” (Constance Bennett), 
cop. 1930. | “Divorce” (‘Norma S:earer), and 


‘ '“Love Parade” (Maurice Ciievalier). 
Three Little Words (film: Amos; 5). Harlow and platinum blonde 


‘n’ Andy). w., Bert Kalmar. m., : . 
—_-* ip tel ane’ | hair were emphasized in the film 
a Ruby. Harms, ine., cop. | “Hell's Angels.” 





Time On My Hands. w., Harold | 


Adamson and Mack Gordon. m., | All 1931 
Vincent You-| of Me. w., m. Seymour , 


(Sue. | Simons and Gerald Marks. Irving 
Successor om, Se. cop. 1931. (Successor , 
Two Hearts fin *3 Time} (film: | ‘Bend Dew, Sister (film: Palmy 
Zwei Herzen Im Dreivierteltakt). | Days). w., Ballard MacDonald and 
w., W. Reisch and A. Robinson. Dave Silverstein. m., Con Conrad 
American version by Joe Young./ Harms, Inc., cop. 1931 by Con Con- 
m., Robert Stolz. Harms, Inc., cop. | rad Music Publisher, Ltd., London 
1930 by Abrobi Musikverlag, Ber-| Between the Devil and the 
lin; cop. 1930 by Harms, Ine. | Deep Blue Sea (Rhythmania). w. 
Walkin’ My Baby Back Home. w.,| Ted Koehler. m., Harold Arlen. 
m., Roy Turk, Fred E. Ahlert and | Mills Music, Inc., cop. 1931. 
Harry Richman. DeSylva, Brown! By the River of Saint Marie. 
& Henderson, Inc., cop. 1930. (Sue- | w., Edgar Leslie. m., Harry Warren. 
cessor Pub., Crawford Music). Robbins Music Corp., cop. 1931 by 
The Waltz You Saved For Me,| Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer Corp. 
w., Gus Kahn. m., Wayne King and! _ Come to Me. w., m., Bud G. De- 
Emil Flindt. Leo Feist, Inc., cop. | Sylva, Lew Brown and Ray Hender- 
1930. son. DeSylva, Brown & Henderson, 
What Is This Thing Called Love Inc., cop. 1931. (Successor Pub., 
(Wake Up and Dream). w., m.,| ©'@Wford Music). 
Cole Porter. Harms, Inc., cop. 1930.|_ Cuban Love Song (film: The 
Where Have You Been? (The Cuban Love Song). w., m., Herbert 
New Yorkers). w., m., Cole Porter, | 5tothart, Jimmy McHugh and Dor- 
Harms, Inc., cop. 1930. othy Fields. Robbins Music Corp., 


«The White Dove (film: The Rogue Aye by Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer 
me). w., Clifford Grey. m., . 
Franz Lehar. London: Chappel & eg as | ten ay 
a Schwartz. Harms, Inc., cop. 
Delishious (film: Delicious). w..' 
Ira Gershwin. m., George Gersh-| 
bm New World Music Corp., cop. 
931. 
Do the New York (Zie 
Follies of 1931). w.. m.. im 
Murray, Barry Trivers and Ben. 
Casene. Miller Music, Inc., cep. | 
“wer . } 


Dream a Little Dream of Me. 


mans, Inc., cop. 1930. 
Pub., Miller Music). 


Yould You Like To Take a Walk 
(Sweet and Low). w.. Mort Dixon 
and Biily Rose. m., Harry Warren. 
Remick Music Corp., cop. 1930. 

You're Driving Me Crazy!—What | 
Did I Do? w., m.. Waiter Donaid-| 
son. Donaldson, Douglas & Gumble, 
Inc., cop. 1930. (Successor Pub., 
Bregman, Vocco & Conn). 


You Brought a New Kind of Love | 
to Me (film: The Big Pond). w., m., | 


Sammy Fain. Irving Kahal and|“>,GUS Kahn. m., W. Schwandt 
Pierre Norman. Famous Music = F. Andree. Davis, Coots & 
Corp., cop. 1930. sngel, Inc., cop. .1931; assigned 


1936 to Words and Music, 
Re 
the Years). w., Edward He man 
m., Vincent Youmans. Miller Music | 
Inc., cop. 1931 by Miller Music, 
Inc., and Vincent Youmans, Ine. 


(Continued Next Werk) 


Financial gloom kept spreading. 
Toward the end of the year, au- 
thorities closed the Bank of the 
United States in New York City 
and again the blackness increased. 

As the depression grew deeper, ! 





Hollywood, Sept. 20 
Billy Eckstine drew a smashing 
$8.100, after taxes, at $3.60 top, at 
Friday (16) one-nite Shrine jazz 
concert staged by Gene Norman 
Deal guaranteed him 50°) on 
first $6,000, 60° thereafter. Singer 
thus took around $4,000. Les 
Brown band, backing, was on 
straight buy by Norman. 


in 


Shelley Music chartered to con- 
duct a musical and theatrical busi- 
ness in New York, with capital 
stock of 200 shares, no par value. 














FRANKIE LAINE 


CURRENTLY 


CAPITOL THEATRE 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 
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ler's Preem of 5 O'Clock Cues 


_ Early Reopenings of Miami Spots 


town’s his 
strong SUP 
go early in the 


the 
take 
around tc 


pairing, 
ing.” 


However, 
those shuttered will reopen ear- 
lier than usual, if the Schuyler 


experiment 
currently closed, can reopen al a 


moment's 


Davis. the type of boniface who'll 
“better biz” 
wagon if the signs are there, and 
pot await return of Barry Gray 
for announced seasonal takeoff in 
Same goes for Alan 
Gale and his Celebrity Club 

Clover Club is running on the 
mainland with moderately 
eted shows, and not doing badly 
On the Beach, the really big spots 
—Beachcomber, 
Copa City (still in litigation) will 
await the late winter months be- 
fore unshuttering. 

Intime spots, such as Park Ave- 
nue, Bill 
through summer and fall 
switch from annual four-six week 
shutdown policy) will also tee off 
Outlying clubs 
small spots around the area have 
been going in full swing with bur- 


hop on any 


late October. 


in October. 


Miami Beach, Sept. 20. 

Debut of Ned Schuyler’s take- 

of Five O'Clock Club Thurs- 

(145) marked the first time in 
tory for a topliner plus 
porting show preeming 
“off season.” 

Teeoff date was not unwise, ac- 

ing to many op 

eres chcomber owner 
in what patronage there is 
swn at a time when most 
of the cafes are closed down 
refurbishing or just 


s, who figure 


| lesque type of shows, and will con- 


tinue doing so; closed Club 22 is 
on the block and may be sold 
within next two weeks; plans for 
Mother Kelly's are _ indefinite, 
though the room igs for sale, 
chances being that the Kelly 


freres will be back at the helm. | 


Intimery usually opens in late Oc- 
tober. Club Boheme, the swank 
casino further up the ocean road, 
figures to reopen its glitter and 
tables around Thanksgiving, while 
the Colonial Inn will also debut 
its return of Minsky “Follies” 
around that time. 


Miles’ 10-Week Deal 
First longterm deal for a Florida 
nitery was consummated early this 
week when Ned Schuyler, currently 
in New York buying talent, signed 


Jackie Miles for a 10-week run at | 


the Five O'Clock club, starting 
Nov. 15. Miles is in on a guaran- 
tee and percentage basis and has 
the right to okay surrounding 
talent. 

So far Schuyler has not booked 
any talent for his Beachcomber 
cale. 

U.S. Comic May Play In 
Aussie ‘Hellzapoppin’ 
Melbourne, Sept. 1. 

Harry Wren will bring his ‘Hellz- 
apoppin'” show into Melbourne 
this month. Show has been a solid 
click in New Zealand. Al Thomas 
has the comedy lead. 

Wren is planning to bring a U.S. 
comic over for the Melbourne 
preem to work with Thomas. 


’ 
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Billy Bishop satirizes magicians 


exceedingly well. 
mien of a nervous parlor perform- 


er who’'s-eager to show off his col- 


lection of 


about 


at legerdemain bring a good sup- 


ply of laughs, 
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Hildy’s Cap ’n’ Gown 

Rutherford, N. J., Sept. 20. 
In a unique academic citation, 
Hildegarde was honored by Fair- 
| leigh Dickinson College for being 
|“America’s most versatile chan- 
; teuse and entertainer.” In con- 
|jJuction with the presentation 





| Thursday (15), a display of 15 


Effect of British § 


Devaluation 


On U. S. Talent Still to Be Decided 


Effect of the devaluation of the 
British pound from $4.03 to $2.80 


| paintings from the private collec- | OF American acts now playing 


| tion of Hildegarde and personal | 
| Manager Anna Sosenko, was op- 
| ened in the campus gallery. 


] 


Hildegarde received the citation 
im cap and gown in the college's 
chapel and later was a guest at a 
private reception at the home of 
Fairleigh Dickinson, the college’s 
founder The presentation was 
made by a member of the student 
council 


Van Reelected 


Gus Van was reelected president 


of the American Guild of Variety | 
Artists receiving 700 votes as | 


against 462 for Georgie Price and 
319 for Jackie Bright Election, 
while one of the most hotly con- 


/ tested, was marked by a compara- 


tively small amount of balloting. 
Only 1,538 cast their votes, about 
20% of the ballots sent out. Per- 
centage of those voting, however, 
was higher than in previous elec- 
tion 

Jerry Baker was named first 
vice-president; Jack Gwynne, sec- 
ond veepee, and Will Aubrey, 
third veepee Henry Dunn, re- 
elected treasurer, received 974 


votes, the highest on the ticket. | 


Margie Coate was named secretary. 

Those elected to the board in- 
cluded Baker, Bright, Miss Coate, 
Ray Conlin, Sr., Ray Conlin, Jr., 
Dunn, Bob Evans, Jack Gwynne, 
Jimmy Hollywood, Gypsy Rose 
Lee, Al Mack, Harry Mendoza, 
Russell Swann, Al Tucker, and 
George West. 


Voting was handled by the 


Honest Ballot Assn. 


Rancho Vegas Booked 
Solid to Year’s End 


Las Vegas, Sept. 20. 

With Joe E. Lewis and Carmen 
Miranda coming in late in the vear, 
El Rancho Vegas here is booked 
solidly through 1949 

Ethel Smith started two weeks 
Sept. 14: Bert Wheeler, with Slate 
Bros., Sept. 28; Sophie Tucker, 


Prexy of AGVA 


Great Britain is still to be deter- 


‘mined. Most of the U. S. acts 


now playing England have a con- 


| tract clause stipulating that in the 


event value of the British currency 
is lowered, English theatres will 
make up the difference so that 
dollar value will be the same 
However, most contracts have a 
cancellation clause if the pound 
goes below $3. Whether British 
impresarios wil! take advantage of 
that stipulation still remains to be 
seen. So far, U. S. talent offices 
have received no word 

The number of acts now affected 
is comparatively small Only 
name act now playing England is 
the Ink Spots, current at the Palla- 
dium, London. Most of the ex- 
pensive headliners such as Danny 
Kaye, Burns and Allen, Benny 
Goodman, Ben Blue and others 
have already returned to America 
There are approximately 50 acts 

laying both London and pro- 
vincial houses. 

The devaluation of the pound 
was anticipated by many 10°7-ers. 
notably the William Morris Agency, 
as early as two years ago. At 
that time a clause was inserted 
in all contracts for British engage- 
ments. While English theatre op- 
erators felt that.there was no pos- 
sibility of devaluation, they in 
sisted on the $3 cancellation clause 
on the ground they couldn't afford 
to make up the difference if pound 
value dropped below that figure. 

Fortunately, pound drop came 


during the off-season in British 
variety. Most English houses are 
currently playing out present com- 
mitments before going into the 
pantomime season. This slack sea- 
son will give Anglo theatre opera- 
ters time to study its effects and 
formulate a policy in time for next 
season. 


in the U. S. it’s felt that deval- 
uation may mean the end of the 
buying of middle-bracketed per- 
formers. Inasmuch as theatremen 
will have a limited budget for for- 
eign acts, it’s believed they'll buy 
top headliners only. It’s also be- 
lieved that theatremen will use 
more British acts in the future 

British percenters and operators 
are expected to come to the U. S. 
shortly to discuss the situation 
with American talent offices. Lew 
Grade planed in yesterday ‘Tues.) 
for conferences with Eddie Elkort, 
his American representative. Grade 
came in orignally to start George 
Formby on a Canadian tour, but 
will spend considerable time study- 
ing the newest situation. Harry 
Foster, of the Foster Agency, Lon- 
don. is expected in next week. 
David N. Martin, head of the 
Tivoli circuit, Australia, is also 
slated to arrive in New York within 
a few days. 


CAROVA UNIT'S 1-NIT== 
Schenectady, Sept. 20 
Judy Canova's Hollywood unit 
will play a one-nighter at the State 
Armory in Schenectady, N. Y., 
Sept. 24. Scale is from $1.80 to 
$3.60. 
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“The Singing Ventriloquist” 






and Eddie, 
His Echo 











Week of 
Sept. 15 


RKO Palace 


New York 


THANKS 


Dan Friendiy 
| Dave Jonas 
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Week of 
Sept. 22 


RKO Boston 


MGR. 
Matty Rosen 


143 W. 49th Se. 
N. Y. C. 


PL. 7-5135 
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and 


and 


THE 


JANET BLAIR 


and the 


BLACKBURN TWINS 
“America’s Most Talked of Act’ 
PALMER HOUSE, Chicoge 
Staged. Directed 


Choreographed * 


BETTY JANE WATSON 


and 


JERRY AUSTIN 

“The Top Singing Teom” 
BISMARCK HOTEL, Chicege 
Staged, Written. Directed 


Choreographed * 


SYMPHONY OF FASHION 


DAYDREAMERS 


“New Quvweartette Hit’ 


MOUNT ROYAL HOTEL 


Montreal, Can. 


Staged, Written and 


Directed* 


BARNUM & BAILEY CIRCUS 


1949 


RINGLING BROS. and 
BARNUM & BAILEY CIRCUS 


“Greatest Show On Earth” for 


Choreography * 


Staged. Directed. Written 


Staged, Written. Directed 


groph their Buick Television Show but 
other commitments did not permit. 


BILLY ROSE'S 


Now in Preparation 
Choreography* 


BARBARA O'BRIAN 
with “MISTER E” 
“The Nation's New Surprise” 


and Choreographed * 


JUNE WALKER 


“Star Gazing” 
Now in Preperation 


and Choreographed * 


ST. LOUIS (2nd) 


Jonvary, 1950 
Staged, Directed 
and Choreographed * 


The New 1950 
RINGLING BROS. and 


Rehearsals in Febrvory 


Choreography ~* 


Thanks to 
OLSEN and JOHNSON 


their wonderful offer to chorec- 
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'‘Ice-Capades’ Grossed 


tin Tired Comics in Honkey-Tonks Syn Wis AC. Ru 
All That's Left in Balto's Night Spots. sao. semi) sro 


Some 200,000 paid $297,000 to 
By HOWARD BURMAN 


see the John Harris “Ice-Capades” 
Baltimore, Sept. 20. show in the world” inviting cus- 





this summer at Convention Hall, 
where the show played for six 
, weeks. 
. . bed > , t 
s and burlesque com- tomers to “walk down one fligh : 

mae awe out for bistros and save nothing.” Entertainment Producer Harris got $241,000 in 
unable to beat the potswar dol- features a continuous succession of 
drums here. Style of honky-tonk sorted peelers and broken down 


gross receipts, with U. S. and city 

improvement taxes taking $56,000. 
rts . ‘merly c a comics and the entire pitch was 
entertainment formerly confined to built Others. like the 


From the Harris figure the city got 
$24,100 as its 10° share for rental, 


oT " ; as a gag. 
The Block,” -h nd a siami. 408 ~ Two-O'Clock Club, Plus another $7,500 in improvement 
_ pn ne Fim sng sie tell Piccadilly, following in its wake and taxes. The show played 45 days 
arcades. etc., is now on tap all over stressing the slumming angle and this year compare¢ with 10 — 
town. Flourishing particularly well! low down atmospiiere, caught up in other ce Compared wit ie 
with the new policy is the Chanti- th its profits. — —— er of iy ~ rm ~~ 
cleer, formerly town’s top class Switch to downtown stuff by the coupes ee by $23,000 
spot featuring the fanciest names uptowners has brought a change in Philip E. M. Thompson, manager 
to hit a marquee clientelles The Chanticleer and of CH also provided complete 
Wide-open, but within bounds its neighboring “smarter” spots are Pageant figures during the week 
with no mobs or strong stuff op- DOW attracting the cream of the He said his report showed 42,000 
erating because of experienced and ig spenders and the lesser joints attending for the four nights, while 
realistic policing, town has a 4re stepping down by grades in gross receipts were $83.308 for ad- 
broadly mixed nocturnal audience Wake of the switch. “The Block” missions, with the Pageant realiz- 
made up of sea-going good-time ‘8 setting the better waterfront ing $67,276, the Federal govern- 
trade and the “better” waterfront ment $13,837 and the city $2,193 


Charlies in and out of a busy port; 


representatives of major industrial for its improvement tax take. 


places are taking on what is left 
of the nickel and dimers who are 





and manufacturing processes, par- J “ 

ticularly the salesmen, buyers, 4!S0 on'the way “up. 

good-willers and public relations Along with the trek of customers HILTON HOTEL CHAIN 
men with expense accounts; plus a uptown have come the “entertain- 


ers” and service help, the latter a 
most important factor, particularly 
waitresses who are hep to the han- 
dling of such trade and the tape 
and floor managers equally 


goodly smattering of visiting fire- 
men brought in for conventions. 

Outstanding example of profit- 
able operation over the years has 


WIDENING HORIZONS 


Hilton Hotels have just gotten 
out of its Bermuda operations, ter- 


been the Oasis, cellar joint which men minating a management contract 
built an international reputation experienced in fronting this type with the Bermudiana and St 
with its well advertised “worst (Continued on page 5%) George there. Instead, the chain is 


on the Caribe- 
This is a new 
which John 


now concentrating 
Hilton, Puerto Rico. 
550-room hostelry 
Houser, v.p. and g.m. of Hilton 
Hotels International, Inc., is now 
priming for premiere Dec. 9. 
Xavier Cugat may be the debut 
band attraction. A contingent of 
Hollywood names is also being 
flown there for the opening. 


Understood Hilton International 
is looking into extending its opera- 
tions in South America; and is sur- 
veying the Scandinavian countries. 

Incidentally, the Hotel Plaza, 
Hilton’s New York flagship, is re- 
opening its Persian Room on Fri- 
day (23) with Victor Borge and 
Bob Grant's orch, latter shifting 
over from the Club Versailles, 
N. Y., where long a fixture. Mark 
Monte’s Continentals continue. The 
Persian Room may also resume tea 
dansants, now that the Rendez- 
Vous (‘grillroom) has been reestab- 
lished firmly. 


Fox Suing AGVA For 
$1,000 Vacation Pay 


Dave Fox, former eastern region- 
al director of American Guild of 
Variety Artists, filed suit for $1,- 
000 in the N. Y. municipal court 
last week against the talent union. 
Amount, according to the com- 
plaint, is for monies Fox alleges 
are due him for vacation pay from 
1943-47. Fox claims that, because 
of AGVA undergoing a reorgani- 
zation crisis and attendant duties 
involved, he was compelled to fore- 
go annual vacations, with the un- 
derstanding he would either be 
given the accrued time off or be 
reimbufsed for it. 


When Fox resigned from AGVA 
in 1948, according to I. Robert 
Broder, his attorney, he incorpo- 
rated a memorandum regarding the 
money due him. At that time he 
was told the matter would have to. 
be taken 'p with the AGVA board. | 
Broder c¢'r ms his client has com- 
municated with AGVA on the mat- 
ter, without results, which prompt- 
ed the court action. 
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LAST TIMES TODAY 


JAY MAROHA 


CAPITOL THEATRE 
NEW YORK* 
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RKO BOSTON 


THIS WEEK 


Thanks to DANNY FRIENDLY 


Mgr.: EDDIE SMITH AGENCY 
RKO Bidg., Suite 902 1Udsen 6.3345 


“Not to be confused with the Capitol Theatre in Wash- 
ington, D. C., where Jay Marshall wili appear for one 
consecutive week starting Oct. 13th, 1949. 


THANK YOU * WALTER WINCHELL 
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| just two acts sprinkled 


Burley’s Pitch to Vaude Revival 


Floperoos, It's Just Same Old Format 


By LES REES 


Minneapolis, Sept. 20. 


Undoubtedly endeavoring’ to 
capitalize on the tremendous bally- 
hoo vaudeville has had, the 1949- 
50 edition of burlesque, at least 
at the Alvin here, is being sold as 
“burlesque and vaudeville,” in- 
stead of just “burlesk,” as former- 
ly. But, as observed by this re- 
porter the opening week, it’s the 
same old dish (and the adjective 
“same” will have to work over- 
time in this description). To mix 
a metaphor, the leopard hasn't 
changed his spots. This burlesk 
follows the pattern as that 
of other recent year. relies on the 
same ingredients, and, what’s most 
important, hasn't improved its 
quality, but adheres to the same 
entertainment level as before. 

For the “vaudeville” there are 
into the 
as in previous 


same 


show, the same 
years. The main attraction con- 
tinues to be stripteasing. There's 
the same off-color comedy and the 
same reliance on the moss-covered 
comedy routines and _ business 
which have been used as long as 
memory serves Also, ever-pres- 
ent are the same awkward, ama- 
teurish line of none too attractive 
girls who essay a few simple dance 
routines in crude fashion. There's 
still as much femme body expos- 
ure as the law will allow and 
there’s still the fairly flashy pro- 
duction with costumes and scenery 
that are almost as familiar as the 
performers’ material 

Yet, as burlesque shows go, this 
opening one at the Alvin is good. 
It's good mainly because it has 
Mike Sachs, one of the best com- 
edians on the wheel. Why Broad- 
way never grabbed off this hilari- 
ous fellow, now blind and no long- 
er young, but still capable of hit- 
ting the funny bone knockout 
blows, has always mystified local 
operators. He fits into the category 


|of the late Willie Howard of whom 
he’s reminiscent, but there's orig. 
inality to his pieces of business and 
/methods and he has his own dis- 
tinctive style. His perfect timing 
hasn't been injured by his afflic. 
tion. 

Show starts with the male singer 


and the line of girls performing 
to “‘A,’ You’re Adorable.” Then 
the second comedian Freddy 
Lewis, and his straight man offer 
the time-tried routine concerning 
efforts to become acquainted with 
femme _ passers-by and notable. 
chiefly, for the double entrendre 
and off-color patter and busing 
First of the three st: ippers, 
Hazel Walker, struts her stuff. in- 
cluding the talking of a song that 
includes a line to the effect that 
“if he doesn’t look like Gable. 


what's the difference if he’s able?” 
Don Roy, one of the two vaude.- 
ville acts, does acrobatic dancing. 

The featured stripper 
of the show is glamorous and 
shapely Marcia Edgerton. Her of- 
fering is not likely to prove offen- 
sive even to any reformer who 
might wander into the theatre. 
The same goes for the rest of the 
show. 


CARDINI 


“Cardini, Easily the Best of 
the Sleight-of-Handers." 


ABEL, VARIETY 
MARCH 9th, 1949 


and star 








MCA WM. MORRIS AGENCY 























Returns for 4 





DANNY CRYSTAL 


“Young Man About Comedy” 
Just Concluded 4 Weeks 


TOP HAT CAFE, Montreal 


Thanks to MAY JOHNSON, JIMMY NICHOLS and SID TAPLEY 
e 


Opens September 23 


KING EDWARD HOTEL 


TORONTO 


(Also a Big Hit in the States) 


Personal Management: JOHN SINGER, Hote! Plymouth, Ci 7-4256—7 


More Dec. 20 
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Musicians Snarl Causes RKO 


To Cancel Vauders in Cincy House 


The Palace units received their¢ 
setback last week in Cincin- | 


er when disagreement between 





the circuit and the American Fed- | 
eration of Musicians forced a can- | 


cellation of Cincinnati as a stop on 
the “show of the month” tour. 
Unit was shifted to Dayton. 

Disagreement came during nego- 
tiations between RKO and the 
ynion. Union has asked a mini- 
mum of 20 weeks a yea! RKO 
felt that inasmuch as the eight- 
act policy is still new, it could 
make no guarantees on number of 
weeks played AFM then asked 
that if there was no minimum 
guarantee RKO could buy musi- 
cians on a premium basis RKO 
however, felt that the premium 
rate of pay was too high and too 
much of a gamble 

Cincinnati was the first stop on 
the third “show of the month” unit 
Layout comprised Jesse, James and 


Cornell, Chris Cross. Peggy Tay- 
lor Trio, Doris Patts and Mrs. Wa- 
terfall, Fred Sanborn, Leni Lynn, 


Senator Murphy and Pallenberg’s 
Bears 

Unit will now play 11 weeks on 
the road instead of the 12 origin- 
ally pacted. However, chances are 


that route will be extended to in- 


clude Newark, the Alden theatre 
Jamaica, and possibly a repeat at 
the Palace, N. Y. 


Monte Carlo, N. Y.. is slated to 
reopen Tuesday, Sept. 27 
Dick Gasparre will head one of 
the bands and the La Playa sextet 
will handle the Latunes. Floorshow 
acts are still to be set. 











The SPAULDINGS 


DANCING TRIO 
Currently Appearing 
Edgewater Beach Hotel, Chicago 
Completed Extended Engagement 
m Hotel, Wash., D. C. 
Per. Maer. NORMAN ZENO 
INTERNATIONAL THEATRICAL CORP. 


Co-owner 








1501 Broadway, New Vork 
Phone © 44-6780 
RES EER a 


‘Holiday’ Boff 48G 
In 7 at Denver Aud. 


Denver, Sept. 20. 
“Holiday on Ice,” 1950 version. 
premiereing here at the city audi- 
torium, did a smash $48,000 in six 
nights and one matinee, several of 


them virtual sellouts, with 5,000 

seats being used at a $2.40 top 
Show was considered the best of 

the series to play Denver. accord 


ing to A M 


brought it in 


Oberfelder who 


Philly’s Teenage Nitery 
Gets Solons Nod as Aid 


Vs. Juve Delinquency 
Sept. 20 
offering 
only non- 
made its 


Philadelphia 
A nightclub for juves 
vaude acts but serving 
alcoholic drinks, has 
debut here Seimion’s 950 Club 
in Northeast Philly, plans to 
match all the eye and ear appeal 
of the cabarets, without the jolt of 
liquer. 
to 


bas! 


Acts and recording 
be brought 
rhe main 
sodas, etc 


names 
in on fortnight) 
ba! 
and there are tables fo: 
ringsiders. Floorshows are put on 
twice nightly City officials have 
sanctioned Seimion’s venture as 
means of combating delinquency) 


arte 


serves 1cé cream 


a 


There’s room for 700 kids and 
to pay the talent costs there's a 
75¢c, plus tax, admish Already 
booked are BfTly Duke & Four 
Dukes, for the first four weeks 
with Guy Marks as emcee for the 
show. Ormond Wilson and the 
Basin St. Boys are skedded for 
Oct. 6, the Four Tunes are in for 


two weeks, Oct. 20. 


‘Heidt Radio Stars’ Unit 
Angled for Mpls. Cafe 


Minneapolis, Sept. 20 

Hotel Nicollet Minnesota Terrace 
is negotiating to have Horace Heidt 
supply its floor entertainment dur 
ing the fall and winter season with 
the “Heidt Radio Stars” package 
shows now being organized 

Dorothy Lewis Ice Show. annual 
attraction, will conclude a_ six- 
month run there next month. Miss 
Lewis also provided ice shows most 
of last year for room, but now will 
not return until next spring for 
the spring-summer season. 


Room had been considering 
name personalities and bands, but 
considered costs prohibitive. At 
various times in recent years, how- 
ever, it has had name act and 
name band policies. 








| A Reasonable Kid 


In these days of revised 
salaries, both agencies and 
performers are frequently at 
a loss as to what terms to get 
for an entertainer playing a 
| Major Broadway theatre for 
{ the first time. A William Mor- 
ris percenter told Joey Bishop 
that the Capitol was interested. 
“What shall we get for you?” 
Bishop's demands weren't ex- 
orbitant. “See if you can get 
me a couple of passes.” 


Army Pacting Acts 
For Far East Tours 


4 program similar to that of the 
former USO-Camp Shows will be 
started in the Far East to enter- 
tain troops stationed in the Pa- 
cific. Army Special Services will 
begin auditioning variety per- 
formers in an effort to obtain 24 
acts and three pianist-arrangers 
Paul Jones will be in charge of 
auditions 

Jobs will have a minimum pay 
of $4,479.60 annually Age 
limit of femme performers is 21- 
40, male performers, 21-50 and 
veteran males, 18-50. Each act will 
sign a two-year contract. 

Special Services will form three 
groups from entertainers accepted 
Each group will be based in Tokyo 
and will be dispatched from that 
point for what will most likely; 
six-month tour of the Pacific 
outposts before returning to that 











scale 


be a 


base 

It's the first time that the Army 
is using variety performers in a 
permanent capacity Previously 
legit 


actresses were employed to 
train GI's to put on their own 
shows 


WALTERS MAY BUY IN 
ON HUB LATIN QUARTER 


Although Lou Walters, operator 
of the Latin Quarter, N. Y., pre- 
viously turned down a deal to buy 
back an interest in the Latin 
Quarter, Boston, which he sold to 
Mickey Redstone several years ago, 
he has resumed negotiations for 
the Hub spot. Deal, if concluded, 
would be in association with E. M 


Loew, New England theatre op- 
erator, Walters’ partner in the 
Broadway spot. 

Walters has also put in a bid 


for Ear! Carroll's Theatre Restau- 


rant, Hollywood. Deal must be 
approved by Los Angeles courts 
before it can be concluded. So far 


no decision has been made. 


If both deals materialize, Walters 





will begin chain bookings of the | 


three spots. Costumes and talent 


can make the rounds of all three | 
niteries, thus affecting consider- | 


able savings. 





Comedian Tim Herbert 
singer Don Saxon forming a 
comedy act. 


new 
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First RKO Palace Unit Felt Like 
Dr. Livingstone in Darkest Africa 
Trailblazing Vaudeville’s ‘Comeback’ 


By JOE 


The first RKO Palace roadshow | 


which returns to 
flagship 
(Thursday) to inaugurate National 
Week 
for 


vaudeville unit 
the Broadway tomorrow 
only 
of 


but prepared the 
the fol 


Vaudeville not 


the 


paved 


way resumption stage- 


shows in 13 cities 
backstages of all 
troupes to come 


rhis pioneer 


houses 


group, comprising 
Pat Rooney. Si Watson Sisters 
Wally Brown, The Chords, Ham- 
mond’s Birds Berk & Hallov 
Mack, Russ & Owen, and Dolinofl 
& Raya Sisters braved the rigors 
of unused backstages and dressing 
rooms, inexperienced stagehands 
and electricians to reeducate 
technical staffs and managements 
in the etiquette and protocol that 
goes with travelling vaude troupes 

No group of fearless explorers 
trekking through untracked jungles 
went through more terror in some 
respects, according to Bill Hale 
who road-managed this unit. 

Hale told of the epi 
of bats flying out of dressing room 
that hadn't been In 
Minneapolis a bat chased Bunn 
Hallow out of the dressing room 
onto the stage. The Raya Sisters 
also fled from the onslaught of the 
flying rodents in Dayton. Fortun- 


eerie code + 


used tn years 


COHEN 


ately, the troupe carried a bird ex- 
pert, Bob Hammond, who got rid 
of the bats’ nests in both towns 
Hale also told of the mysterious 
attacks on Wally Brown whenever 
he took bows. At one session in 
Keith's, Syracuse. Brown was 
sturined by a heavy biow on the 
cranium and was nearly thrown to 
his knees. The same process 
repeated at several shows. Pat 
Rooney suggested that Brown hit 
himself over the head with a small 
hammer to get used to the blows 
When Brown and Hale elected to 
investigate they found that the old- 
time curtain used had 80 Ib. bags of 
buck-shot to keep the drape steady 
at the partings and when Brown 
got in the way of the folds he was 


Was 


unwittingly assaulted. The bags 
were removed and the mayhem 
ceased 


In Kansas City, the side enuncia- 
tors which hadn't been used for 15 
years had long since been covered 
by air-conditioning vents. It was 
impossible to reroute the ducts to 
permit use of the enunciators so a 
couple of usherettes were employed 
to take the cards off an easel set 
on Frequently, there was a 
traffic jam in the wings leading to 
the stage. A portly mike man was 
stationed there and got in the way 


(Continued on page 52) 
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of the act making their entrance 
and the girls going off-stage. There 
were frequent mixups that pre- 
vented smooth entrances and exits. 


Backstage Mishaps 
The traffic problem was also ag- 
gravated several times by acts tak- 
jing too many bows. The Palace unit 


etiquette requires no more than 


two bows. One performer attempt- 
ed three. but before he ran out to 
take the third, the orch leadet 
started the music for the next aci 


which made its entrance while the 
previous turn milked his act 

In Cincinnati, the enunciators 
weren't completely broken in. The 
Watson Sisters looking at the side 


of the house, several times, didn’ 
know who they were. One sign di 
plaved the name of The Chords 


while the other showed the correct 
title 

in another house, the dust of 15 
years accumulated on the pipes on 
which scenery was hung. A bird's 


First RKO Palace Unit 


Continued from page 51 


to make their turn effective 








Jackie 
KANNON 


Still at DETROIT'S most beautiful 
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nest had to be removed before the 
show could go on. 


At the Palace, Chicago, Haile had 
to teach stage deportment to an 
electrician who hadn't worked a 
vaude show for 15 years. In all his 
time at this theatre, he hadn't used 
the dimmer board and had learned 
ignore its existence. With in- 
crease in backstage traffic with 
stageshows. this electrician kept 
bumping into the dimmer every 
time he made a move. At one time 
his forehead was a mass of bumps 
By the end of the week, he learned 
to respect the panel 

Another stagehand wasn't used 
like the Dolinoff & Raya 
Sisters which depends on darkne 
Seeing 
a figure in black stalking on stage 
he turned a spotlight on Dolinofl 
and completely ruined the act’s ef- 
fect for that performance. 


Roonev was also the victim of a 
spotlight man, who was working a 
light that had grown rusty through 
lack of use. Rooney made his en- 
trance from the right but the spot 
couldn't be moved over to where 
Rooney was going on stage. 

There were other such incidents 
according to Hale, that made this 
unit's tour seem like a road com- 
safari into darkest Africa 
all came througii the ex 


to 


) acts 


Howevel 


perience without permanent in- 
juries 

Despite the mishaps, a great deal 
of the credit for the return of 


vaudeville is due to this troupe 
They scored heavy grosses in vir- 
tually all situations and indicated 
that vaudeville is making a come- 
back that will stick for some time 
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Overlooking Beautiful Lincoln Park and Leke Michigan 


the HOTEL NORTH PARK 


Owned and operated by the Benson Hotel Corp. 
1931 Lincoln Park West, Chicago 
Newly furnished rooms and kitchenette 
apartments; with private baths in coiored 


Rates from $4 to $8.50 


“Make the North Park your home in Chicago” 





! 
Hale, was not in vain. Subsequent 
RKO units played these houses in 
safety and with assurance. 


N.Y.’s National Vaude Week 
New York’s Governor Thomas FE. 


Dewey. who used to be a singer 
himself, this week endorsed Na- 
tional Vaudeville Week, starting 


tomorrow ‘Thurs.) with the en- 
gagement cf RKO’s first roadshow 
unit which reprises at the Pal- 
ace, N. Y. 

The governor declared that he’s 
“delighted with the return of 
vaudeville, which has been sorely 
missed. Personally I remember it 
fondly as one of the most enjoy- 
able and reliable forms of popular 


ntertainment. It was a great thing 
to be able to attend theatres at 
which one could be sure of having 
a good time 

“Vaudeville was also invaluable 
as a training ground for singers 
and comedians. Show people are 
agreed that the development, first 
of the movies, then of radio as 
popular entertainment has been 
due in overwhelming measure to 
the artists who gained their ex 


perience and technique in vaude- 
ville.” 

Last week in a 
he 


Pres. Truman, 
press conference, declared that 
was happy with the revival of 
vaudeville, recalling that he had 
ushered in order to be able to see 
variety shows 

Sol A. Schwartz, RKO theatre 
veepee, has invited Mayor O’Dwyer 
attend exercises in connection 
with the opening of the read unit 
So far, Hizzoner hasn't accepted 
but.it's expected that he'll issue a 
proclamation on the abservance of 
National Vaudeville Week. In the 
event the Mayor is unable to at- 
tend, it’s likely that a delegation of 
performers will visit City Hall to 
entertainment the chief city exec. 


to 


PHIL SPITALNY, MARTIN 
SMASH AT PA. FAIR 


York, Pa., Sept. 20. 
Grandstand attendance at the 
York Interstate Fair is the only 
phase of this year’s show to regis- 
ter higher figures than last year, 
according to Samuel S. Lewis, fair’s 

president and general manager. 


Phil Spitalny’s all-girl band, 
grandstand attraction Thursday 
and Friday. drew a smash 36,000 


tor four performances at a $2 top. 
Tony Martin, who performed Wed- 
nesday (14) drew  near-capacity 
business in two shows 
Concessionaires are complaining 
that besides having to contend with 


lower attendance figures, those 
coming to the fair are spending 
less. Many feel they'll be lucky 


to break even this year. 

Midway attractions, one of them 
a Sally Rand tent show, is way off, 
its reported. 


Leon Enken Making Bid 
For Miami’s Copa City 


Miami, Sept. 20. 

Leon Enken, former co-owner of 
Leon & Eddie's, N. Y., and until 
last season Leon & Eddie's in 
Palm Beach, is 
takeover of the Copa City, Miami. 
3ig hurdle to overcome is the 
settlement of indebtedness of the 
spot. which is said to be over 
$400,000. Murray Weinger, who 
ran Copa City last season, is re- 
covering recent operations and is 





expected to attempt to regain the | 


nitery. 





| 


| 


| 


negotiating for | 





There had been reports that the | 


shubert and Brandt legit interests 
were considering taking it over 
and converting it into a theatre, 
which has since been denied. 
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“IT’S SO-o Refreshing" 
522nd consecutive perform- 
ance on ICE with the CHI- 
CAGO RAILROAD FAIR 
ICE BALLET. 

Closing October 2nd 





























YOU MUST VISIT 
RAILWAY LOST PROPERTY 
when in LONDON for Bargains in 
Furs, Fur Coots, Luggoge, Travel 
end Sports Goods:—Call at 1 Port- 
men Street 
Street), Marble Arch, London, W.1. 
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AERIALIST KILLED IN 
FALL AT KENTUCKY FAIR 


Louisville, Sept. 20. | 
Oscar C. Hill, aerialist, plunged | 
to his death last week as Kentucky | 
State Fair spectators looked on. | 
Accident occurred about half way 
through the performances of the 
Aerial Vesses, when a flexible steel 
pole, fixed to the top of a 110-foot 
pole, on which Hill was executing a 
handstand, snapped, plunging Hill 
to the ground 
Hill 
act for 
withoul a net 


had been a member of the 
five years. and had worked 
Turn had been free 
of accidents during that time. 
Eddie Vess. manager oi the act 
who frequently alternated with Hill 


on the tower, said Hill only re- 
cently purchased the act and was 
to take control of the equipment 
this week 


‘Ice Cycles’ Ends London 
Run, Returning to U. S. 


London, Sept. 20 


John H. Harris's “Ice Cycles of 
1949" wound its run at Claude 
Langdon's Empress Hall, London, 
after 13 weeks, on Sept. 17. Show 
has averaged 6,000 per perform- 
ance, and has played to over 
500,000 customers during its run 

Icer proved such a hit that 
Harris and Langdon are bringing 
over another blade show.to..anen. s 


in London sometime in May. 


Meanwhile J. W. Harkins, the 
company’s manager, has booked 
Harris and Jarvis, British Bad- 
minton champions, and will take 
them back to America. Harkins 
has also signed up for America, 
Ronnie Baker and Marjorie Tay- 
lor, British professional open 
dance champs, and seven English 
gal skaters. This will be first 
time International Ice Attractions 
will have English girl skaters in 
the show 

After its London engagement 
next year, company will tour Hol- 
land, Belgium and France. 


| 


Interstate May 


Expand to 11 Wks. 


Dallas, Sept. 20. 

The Interstate circuit is expect- 
ed to expand its route to about 11 
weeks by the time the second vaude 
unit is booked sometime in De- 
cember. Theatre owners outside 
the chain are reported asking to 
come in on the route since it would 
be cheaper to buy an established 
unit already in the territory, thus 
saving on transportation and talent 
costs 


rhe Maico theatre, Mempiiis 
came in for the first tour. Othe: 
houses are most likely to follow 

Under current plans, Interstate 


plans to run a few more spot shows 
before going into a regular polic 
First unit did extremely well 
wherever played 


Boswell for N. Y. Cap 


Connee Boswell! is due into the 
Capitol theatre. New York, opening 
Oct. 6 or 13. Singer works the bill 
to be backed by Emil Coleman's 
orchestra. which follows 
headed by Gene Krupa, 
starts tomorrow ‘(22 


show 
which 


Miss Boswell recently finished a 
string of cafe bookings 
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America's Newest Young Singing Discovery 


Will Guest Monday Eve., 


on WENDY BARRIE’S “INSIDE PHOTOPLAY” 
Over the American Broadcasting Co.—W JZ-TV 





MUSIC HALL, New York 


ROGERS 


Sept. 26, at 8:30 EST 


West 48th Street, New York 
































Management . 
MATTY KOSEN-NEW YORK 





LE TTS SR 


LAMARR and LITTLE POPPY 


Little Miss-Chevious 


Returning East After 12 Weeks on 
t West Coast Playing Club — Theatres 


3 Weeks—Club KONA, Elcerrito (Oakland) 


Thanks HAL MORRIS 
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ail ilies, N. Y¥. 
Edith Piaf, Emile Petti Orch; $4- 
$5 minimum. 


The French invasion may have 
n timely or premature last year 
and the year before, as all the re- 
triated last-time-I-saw-Paris con- 
Fingent went overboard for any- 
thing that smelled of a French 
ard. But there’s no question 
about its timeliness circa 1949- 
50. With virtually the entire cafe 
ciety bunch lammisters from a 
eker nowadays, it’s a cinch 
that the Gallic influence on nitery 
spending is bound to be bullish. 
No 





devaluating the franc or short- 
changing when an Edith Piaf-type 
of cafe attraction crops up. 

Those two Gallic gents, Nick & 
Arnold, knew they had a real 
nitery attraction from ine drop di 
the first velvet rope on Wednes- 
day. The joint has been turning 
them away like a visa inte Mos- 
cow. This is Miss Piaf's third time 
out here and apparently she’s hot- 
ter than John O'Hara's latest. 

“La petite mome,” the now aging 
waif ot the Paris streets, sings ner 
songs d amour with a passion and 
compassion that melts the rubber- 
bands off the bankroll, judging by 
tne pourboire business the boys 
have been doing since this Gallic 
gal returned to rue East 50th. 
‘here's no disputing her potency 
as she sings her familiar and not 
so familiar paeans ot love pains. 
Under Clifford C. Fischer's astute 
management she has enhanced her 
appeai by (1), replacing her Com- 
pagnons de la Chanson with a 
mixed choir, and of course the in- 
evitable accordionist; (2), es- 
cnewing the mike; (3), adding a 
platform® for better all-over visi- 
bility, both ways; and (4), and not 
the least, prefixed a little English 
translation to each ballad. 

In her studied English, in itself 
a charming asset, she preludes the 
ditties with these brief descriptions 
and then whams over her Franco- 
American hit parade of ballads. 
Backed by a somewhat nondescript 
black velvet drape, to shield her 
choir, accordionist and the Emile 
Peiti orchestra, she is even more 
drab in her piain black dress. It 
cant be called a gown. If intend- 
ed to continue the gamin sugges- 
tion it achieves that only in part: 
but such is the in-person appeal of 
this diseuse that she could be wear- 
ing an open-toed tablecloth and it 
wouldn't make much difference. 

She does her newies and oldies, 

Perhaps dissipating the charm of 
the oldies by doing them in Eng- 
lish, As witness “Les Trois 
Cloches” which, somehow under its 
literal “Three Bells” version, 
doesn't click as big. Nor does “La 
Vie en Rose,” under its Yank meta- 
morphosis into “You're Too Danger- 
ous, Cherie” ‘(a completely differ- 
ent lyrical treatment) have the 
same appeal. But “L’Accordion- 
iste,” the “St. Peter’ song, “Pris- 
oner of Love” (in duenna getup) 
and the rest ring the bell. She 
stops service and holds the room 
fer 40 minutes. 
is pulling a top-spending segment 
that’s mighty healthy for the 
management's economic batting 
average. 


Emile Petti has replaced Bob 


Grant as the masetro. alternating 


with Panchito, and the dansapa- 
tion per usual is standard in qual- 
ity. Abel. 


Florentine Gardens. L.A. 
Los Angeles, Sept. 16. 

Ray Kinney and Royal Hawaiian 
Revue, featuring June Leite, Poha 
Kalanaki, Menehuni, Thalia White, 
Ed Kamae & Shoie Ikimie, the 
Aloha Maids, Kinney Orch (11); 
$1 admission. 


Florentine Gardens, Holly- 
wood Boulevard theatre-restaurant 
which has been struggling along 
for some time, makes a brave try 
for expanded patronage by book- 

Ray Kinney and his dancers, 
singers and instrumentalists into 

Spot for two weeks. Kinney 

@ neatly-packaged show and 
Pleasant music for dancing. Before 
coming here he played the Cor® 
onado hotel, San Diego, for a 
month, his first engagement after 
organizing the troupe of 27 in 
Honolulu this summer, 

Despite the fact that there's no 

nger any novelty in Hawaiian 
ukele and romantic vocal music. 

nney has managed to pack some 
into his show through the clever 
use of a native comedian billed as 


What's more, she | 


breath-control is amazing. Mene- | 
huni’s comedy is charming panto-| 


mime and dancing except for his 


enehuni and a line of seven lush | 


island girls. This he does by giv- 
ng the patrons strictly authentic 
religious and festival dances, ex- 
hing the background with a 
ef narration. An ancient bam- 
stick number and a ritual 
featheren a the ae — 
ourds ex 

800d theatre. _— 
Hawaiian troupe of this 
j has a falsetto. Kinney’s man, 
+" Secritario, stacks up as tops 
he falsetto voice league. His 
nave a rich purity and bis 


z 


eevreSGeaeseeeteer + “seer * 


amusing warbling of “Cockeyed 
Mayor of Kaunaikakai” and “Co- 
coanut Willie.” Thalia White and | 
June Leite, singers, and Ed Kamae | 
and Shoie Ikimie, ukelele virtuosi, 
are also able musicians. Kinney’s 
Aloha Maids represent 21 national 
strains, mixtures predominantly of 
Hawaiian, Portuguese, S panish, 
French, English, Japanese and 
Chinese. 

Show is limited strictly to 
Hawaiian stuff, but it is far better 
than anything the Florentine Gar- 
dens has had for some time. 

Dag. 


5 O’Cleck Club. Miami 
Miami Beach, Sept. 17. 
Georgie Price, Kay Vernon, 


Doris Ruby. June Taylor Girls (6). 





Frank Linale Orch: moiinium. 
$2-$3. 

For a September lineup. the 
preem show for Ned Schuyler’s 


Five O'Clock club brought out pa- 
trons that haven't been seen around 
town for the past two vears. Open- 
ing night saw turnaways for first 
show, with the second also jam- 
packed. Through the weekend, the 
smart 250-seater packed them in 
for the Georgie Price, Kay Ver- 
non teamup. 

Price, returning after a_ two- 
vear's hiatus, hits for sock values 
though still essaying the same act 
he did at the old Copa two years 
ago. It’s still the nostalgic talk 
about the vaude and cafe greats 
of which he was a contemporary. 
The carbonings of Jolson, Cantor, 
Kichman and Jessel are stiii in- 
cisive and how!l-provoking. The 
gab about the old vaude days, the 
income tax bit is all hilarious. The 
aud participating encores to ‘“Caro- 
lina” and “Schooldays,” add up for 
begoffs. 

Miss Vernon rates the co-head- 
lining spot. The sultry blonde is a 


familiar in this area, and her 
suavely setup canto hits for full 
measure. Stint includes “Yes, Yes, 


In Your Eyes,” for teeoff. the smart 
“One More Drink. Joe.” “Wait Till 
the Sun Shines, Nellie” fcr change 
of pace and “Some Enchanted Eve- | 
ning. Tab payees gave it all a 
rousing reception. 

Doris Ruby set lively pace with 
her ballet-type taps. Spins, heel 
and toe work are effective. A 
click. 

The June Taylor line was a dis- | 
appointment, both on looks and} 
costuming. First time she hasn't 
come up with one of the better | 
chorus groups since she's been | 
staging production numbers for 
Ned Schuyler operations. Frank 
Linale’s small orch unit is un- 
doubtedly one of the best of its | 
kind. The five piecer manages to 
sound like a full setup, with the 
acts gaining invaluably via slick 
backgrounding. Lary. 


Crystal Terrace. St. L. 
(PARK PLAZA HOTEL) 
St. Louis, Sept. 15. 
Harry Gibbs, Jeanie Bierach, 
Harry Weber, Keith Carver, 
Chorus (8), Robert Moonan Orch 
(11); $2.50-$3.50 min. 





A new wrinkle in local nitery 
shows, cooked up by Harold Kop- 
lar, is being unveiled at this swank 
west end spot. Tagged “Two 
Gentlemen of Broadway,” the for- 
mat is woven around the careers of 
Richard Rodgers and Oscar Ham- 
merstein II with the cast warbling 
ditties from some of the duo’s pop 
musicals, “Show Boat,” “Oklaho- 
ma!” and “South Pacific’ with one 
of the burg’s most talented bal- 
lerinas, Jeanie Bierach, kicking in 
with some solid routines. 

Participants were recruited from 
the cream of the Municipal The- 
atre Ass’ns singing galaxy that 
wound up its 3lst season several 
weeks ago. With Gibbs scoring as 
narrator the show gets off to a 
bangup start with a couple of the 
lads whamming over “Stouthearted 
Men.” Then the gals and chorus 
pour out such ditties as “With a 
Song in My Heart,” “Sunny,” 
“Dessert Song.” “My Heart Stood 
Still.” “Falling in Love With 
Love.” Old Man River.” “Where 
and When.” and other tunes. 

The entire cast is made up of 
youngsters and they are exuber- 
ant and talented. Lighting effects 
are excellent. On some occasions 
a baby spot just halos the singer's 
head and on others the entire stage , 
is doused in a brilliant light. Black- 
outs are used to take the per- 
formers on and off the small stage. 

Manner of presentation also is 
good with some of the singers 
working from among the custom- 
ers and at other times from back- 
stage. One circus motif. with the 
cast appropriately attired. wowed 
the customers who jammed the. 
room. At several points another 
mike could be used to bring out 
the voices although they were 
spread all over the amall stage. 
The presentation is .divided into 
two acts. ; Sahu. 


“seen ee eee eee 


Leon & Eddie's, N. Y¥. 

Myron Cohen, Rita & Alan Far- 
rell, Bella Smaro, Richard Hayes, 
Juanita Mabry, Marion Powers; 
Art Waner orch; $3.50 minimum. 





With boniface Eddie Davis on a 
two-week vacation,  dialectician 
Myron Cohen is filling his spot 
on the Leon & Eddies’ bill for just | 
this week—and giving the 52d) 
Street nitery the best business it | 
has had in months. Cohen has ar-_ 
rived at the stage where he has 
his owr retinue of appreciators, 
and they turned out en masse at 
his L.&E. preem (16), along with 
the usual out-oftowners who fre- 
quent the club. 


(This is an unusual booking for 





Cohen, but it was here that he 
got his start several years ago, 
ana he took the date to help out 
the management. Archie Robbins 
does the second week.] 

Rest of the show, with the ex- 
ception of tapster Juanita Mabry 
(New Acts), is holdover, and their 


combined talents make it one of 
the most satisfying L.&E. has 
boasted in some time. Cohen, in| 


the closing slot, draws the maxi-/| 


mum in yocks with his Yiddish- | 
dialect stories, mostly centering | 
around garment district charac- 
ters. He demonstrates equal 
finesse, though with Irish and 
Italian dialects, and proves that a 
comic, at least of his type, can 


work successfully without blue ma- 
terial. His warm _ personality 
makes him a natural sub for Davis 
in reading off the wedding, birth- 
day, etc., announcements. 

Dance team of Rita and Alan 
Farrell have gained the necessary 
professional ease since they 
opened here in June, and now 
seem ready for the plushier spots. 
Their ballroomology is_ well-rou- 
tined and versatile, and their tim- 
ing standout. Bella Smare is still 
doing her intense terp interpreta- 
tion of Falla’s “Ritual Fire Dance”’ 
and the gypsy dance with the tam- 
bourines, and it’s still sock for the 
visiting firemen. Gal displays 


| plenty of talent in those ultra-fast | 


twirls but she could dispense with 
some of the dramatics for better 
results. 


Richard Hayes (New Acts) is 
emcee-singer, and does a much 
better job on the latter. Marion 


Powers goes over with her nicely- 
mixed song offerings. She postures 
too much on the ballads but scores 
with her “Cumbacheros.” Stal. 


Minn. Terrace. Mpls. 
(HOTEL RADISSON) 
Minneapolis, Sept. 17. 
Lanny Ross, Irv Winslow Orch 
(9); $2.50 min. 





Piaying a return engagement in 

this room where he has built up a 
considerable following, vet singer 
Lanny Ross again turns in a highly 
creditable performance and whips 
up much pleasure for those who 
have a yen for solid warbling of 
highly listenable numbers. 
_ Ross smartly confines his offer- 
ings to popular songs that. well- 
rendered, can't fail to satisfy the 
kind of customers attracted here. 
He precedes numbers with explan- 
atory commentaries, brief, infor- 
mal and witty, providing essential 
interludes between songs. 

Opening with “Beyond the Blue 
Horizon,” Ross then gives full! 
value to “Melancholy Baby.” From | 
“Miss Liberty” the hit song ‘Let's 
Take an Old-Fashioned Walk” fares 
well at his hands. Another musi- 
cal comedy success, “Finian’s Rain- 
bow.” furnishes him with “When 
I'm Not Near the Girl 1 Love” and 
it, too, in treatment, receives its 
deserved merits. 

The singer sentimentalizes effec- 
tively with “Back to Sorrento,” in 
Italian, and with still more ex- 
cursions into musical comedy that 
produce the Soliloquy” from 
“Carousel” and “Make Believe” 
from “Show Boat.” Ail three num- 
bers score solidly. He departs with ' 
the customers clamoring for more. 


Good support is given the singer 
by the Irv Winslow’ orchestra 
which also. of course. plays for 
customer dancing and does it wel! 
Room completely filled at dinner 
show caught. Rees. 


Marine Reem. (hi 
(EDGEWATER BEACH HOTEL) 
Chicago, Sept. 12. 
Cardini. Spaulding Trw, Hild 
Starlets (8). John O’Brien, Henry 
Brandon Orch; $1.20 cover. 


Back ft 





indoors, after a summer 
season on the lush Beachwalk, em- 
phasis is now on act lineup rather 
than name bands. Reduction of 
budget hasn't allowed layout to 


falter; production numbers are 
lavish ‘and Cardini, with his 
sleight-of-hand dexterity, holds 


payees well. 

Cardini still baffles ‘em with 
hocus-pocus in siick fashion. His 
mixture of comedics via special, 


“eee . *“* “*-* 


gadgets highlights the card and ' 
billiard ball stints, garnering ap-' 
plause and hearty yocks. Reprise 
of cigaret routine goes over in 
sock style; his overall smoothness 
keeping him in the top bracket of | 
magicos. 

John O'Brien handles the pro- 
duction numbers, with tenoring of 
“How Lucky You Are” and “I've 
Got You Under My Skin” embel- 
lishing the dance bits. Spaulding 
Trio comes in on the “Skin” num- 
ber, with femmes showcasing ada- 
gio movements that exude plenty 
s.a. Male partner puts the gals 
through shoulder spins and arm- 
lifts, ending with both of them 
in the air. Aerotechnics of trio 
rates ‘em solid returns. 

Producer Dorothy Hild continues 
to impress with excellent lighting 
and costumes, and Henry Bran- 
don’s orch does an expert show- 
backing job. He's added a chirper, 
Elaine Neblett, who's easy on the 
eyes anc ears. Greg. 


Bop City, N. Y. 


Duke Ellington Orch (17) with 
Kay Davis, Albert Hibbler, Lou 
Eihot; Red Norvo Sextet; $1.50 


minimum, 98c. general admission 

Bop City is consistently show- 
casing the top bands in the jazz 
field for a solid payoff. Following 
through after the recent smash en 
gagement of Louis Armstrong's 
combo, this spot is currently dish- 
ing up Duke Ellington for the 
aficionados who apparently don't 
care whether or not the style is 
bop as long as it’s good. 

And Ellington's crew is among 
the tops. Pitching to this nitery’s 
specialized clientele, the Duke 
pacing his crew at a hot tempo 
without a trace of that quasi-classi- 
cal stuff which he likes to accent 
in his concert hall dates. It's much 
better this way since there are 
few other bands that can match 
Ellington's crew in giving out with 
the clean, fast and exciting beat. 

Ellington is accenting such num- 
bers as “Air-Conditioned Jump,” 
“You Oughta Knew,” “Sittin’ and 
A’'rockin’ ’ and other solidly rhyth- 
mic tunes. Ray Nance on trumpet 


and violin, Jimmy Forest and 
Johnny Hodges on sax, and Jim- 
my Hamilton on clarinet are also 


let loose for some sock solo riffs 
Ellington is probably letting off 
more steair at Bop City than he’s 
done in several years. 

Trio of vocalists with the El- 
lington band also register solidly. 
Repeating her standby, Kay Davis 
does the “Creole Love Call” and 
finishes off with “Don’t Blame 
Me.” Another gal vocalist, Lou El- 
liott, impresses strongly with “lI 
Got It Bad” and a sock novelty 
tune, “Doin’ the Hug-a-Bug.” 
Rounding off the trio, Albert Hib- 
bler gets a warm hand for a flock 
of well-rendered tunes. 

Appearing with Red Norvo’'s sex- 
tet, Savannah Churchill does a 
slick warbling stint with a stylized 
bluesy approach. She _ sings 
“Wrap Your Trouble in Dreams,” 
“Time Out For Tea” and “Is It 
Too Late?” with a nice change of 
pace. Norvo’s combo of piano, 
clarinet, bass, vibraharp, drums 
and guitar expertly delivers a ses- 
sion of hot, intricate jazz. 
Herm. 


Biltmore Bewl. L. A. 
(BILTMORE HOTEL) 
Los Angeles, Sept. 15. 
Dave Barry, Mardoli & Louise, 
Maurice & Marya, Mayo Bros., 
Henry King Orch (12); $1.50 mini 


iwi. 





New show at the Biltmore Bow], 
bowing in after 15 weeks of Chuck 
Foster’s band, doesn't add up to 
much for nitery patrons except the 
enjoyment they'll have dancing to 
Henry King’s smooth music. 

Dave Barry takes charge of the 
laugh department with a fast 15 
minutes of patter and a pleasant 
role as emcee in the floorshow. His 
comedy isn't all his own, but it is 
average amusement for the cus- 
tomers. While there is no outright 
purloining discernible, Barry gets 
over with gags borrowed and 
adapted to his own use from Peter 
Lind Hayes and Doodles Weaver 
He'd do better to keep to his own 
material. 

Best act in the show is that of 
the Mayo Bros., dynamic duo of 
rhythm tapsters. They haven't too 
much personal warmth, but they 
have tremendous skill and draw a 
good hand. Maurice and Marya, 
couple of hardworking, fancy ball- 
room dancers, please with their 
terping without inspiring the pa- ~ 
trons to any great salvos of ap- 
lause. Mardoli and Louise, the. 
featured act. is a mind-reading turn 
using shills from the floor. 

King’s backing is okay. Dick. 
Kruger, vocalist with the band, 
handles his work well. ; 


is > 


El Chico, N. Y.- 

Pepe Ballesteros & Lolita Torres, 
Rosita Rios, Teresita Osta, Fred- 
die D’Alonso Orch with Sarita Her- 
rera, Yayito Trio; $4 minimum. 


This class Spanish nitery is cele- 


-brating its 24th anniversary under 


the same Benite Collada manage- 
ment and for the occasion—plus 
the reopening of the new season 
— the boniface has assembled a 
bright little show. : 

Again headed by Rosita Rios, 
personality songstress of fine so- 
prano, lon, a fave at this Green- 
wich Village spot, the surround- 
ings are in the traditional Collada 
idiom of class and flash. A fine 
flamenco team, Pepe Ballesteros & 
Lolita Torres, are among the best 
in their idiom. Teresita Osta, clas- 
sical Spenish dancer, bespeaks her 
concert touring background. 

The dansapation has been given 
added values under Freddie 
D'Alonso’s baton, with his wife, 
Sarita Herrera, as soloist cutting 
up with the samba-rhumba num- 
bers. The alternating Puerto Rican 
combo, the Yayito Trio, make with 
the guitars and Latin tunes. 

E! Chico is one of those charm 
spots which doesn’t con the cus- 
tomers with atmosphere. Colla- 
da insures himself with excellent 
cuisine, all of which accounts for 
the amount of return patronage. 
There's a strong Spanish-Portu- 
guese element, of the diplomatic 
and export-import caliber, who 
also seem to have ferreted out El 
Chico's plus values. Abel. 
Cafe Society Downtown 
(NEW YORK) 

Sullivan, Jack Prince, 
Orch; minimum 





Maxine 
Johnny Bothwell 
$2-$3 

Cafe Society Downtown is con- 
tinuing with comparatively heavy 
budgets spent on names that have 
made good previously in the Vil- 
lage area. Current headliner is 
Maxine Sullivan, who has had long 
sojourns at the nearby Village Van- 
guard. 

There's little doubt that Miss 
Sullivan will make the grade here, 


although opening night was 
marred by the shooting of a Co- 
lumbia short on this cafe. This 


Negro singer's restrained and guiet 
style has commanded respect in 
virtually all media. In this in- 
stance, she was handicapped by 
time limitation, but more impor- 
tant by a crowd that was called on 
to be cooperative during filming 
sequences. Stiff silence require- 
ments during those periods prob- 
ably made the crowd unusually 
noisy when the regular portion of 
the show was on. Miss Sullivan 
got a tough break, but there is 
little doubt that she can de well on 
subsequent nights. 

Jack Prince, a holdover, is a 
likeable lad who mixes comedy 
with his singing. He has a pleasin 
brand of gab and can open a se 
of baritone pipes on a straight 
number to good effect. 

Johnny Botinwell’s band, with 
Jan Stevens doing the vocals, fre- 
quently uses too much volume in 
his showcasing, but dance sets and 
occasional bop spots come off well. 
Band is dressed in kilts. It’s the 
only cheesecake in the show. 


Saranac Lake 


Saranac, N. Y.. Sept. 20. 


Len Grotte, vet Loew manager, 
in to visit the gang prior to leav- 


iug for a mator operation at the 
Boston hospital. 
Chris Hagedorn, ex-NVA-ite, 


shot in from Bay Shore, L. L., for 
annual vacation, and given an all- 
clear to resume work. Ditto for 
Stanley Rousch 

Juggy Gayles dropped in from 
Tin Pan Alley to visit Joe Bishop. 
His frau, Judy Gayles, goes back 
with him all O. K. 


Forrest “Slim Glenn drew a 
10-day furlough and visiting in 


N. Y. C. and Lancaster. Pa. 

Benny Ressler, ex-vaudevillian, 
back doing the routine at his Park 
Ave. home after two month stay 
at Hampton Beach, L. L 

Garry Sutgreaves in for first 
checkup in 10 years, given an all- 
clear 


Write to those who are iil. 


hasthen Vente for Buff. 


The 20th Century theatre, Buf- 
falo. will go into a regular full 
week of vaudeville starting Sept. 
28. House is operated by the 
Yellin Bros. Initial bill will com- 
prise Marie Louise and Charles, 
Wallace and Carroll, Charles 
Fredericks, Rikso and Minor, Sully, 
and Thomas, Little Walter and 
Harris and Radcliffe. 

In the same area, the Al & Belle 
Dow office will also book a house 
in North Tonawanda and Batavia. 

Buffalo will have competition 
from the spot shows put on by 


Paranount at the Buffalo theatre. 
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VARIETY BILLS 


WEEK OF SEPTEMBER 21 


Numerals ip connection with bills below tndicate opening day of show 

whether fall or split week 

Letter in parentheses indicates circuit (FM) Fanchon Marco; (1) Independent; 
Moss (2) Paramount; (R) RKO; (S) Stall; (W) Warner; 

(WR) Walter Keade 











Roy & Emily 
Chas Althoff 

Ray & Nardo 
Willy West & 


NEW YORK CITY 
Capito! (‘L) 22 

Gene Krupa Or 

Jackie Leonard 


Kitty Kallen McGinty 
Tommy Wonder LITTLE FALLS 
Music Halli (1) 22 Rialto (1) 22-23 
Robert Marshall Deman & Sylvia 
Ronald Rogers oe ( _, - 
George Prentice irtin orenz 
orale George George Dunn 
Landie & Verna Craziano Bros 
Jean Ward LOCKPORT 
Rockettes Palace (1) 23-24 
Corps de Ballet Walter Nilson 
Sym Orc Andrew Twins 
Palace (R) 22 Don Henry 3 
Burke & Harlow 4l Ferguson 
Chords eet 
Watson Sis , 
Hammond's Birds Olympia (P) 21 
Mack Russ & Owen B & D Burke 
Wally Brown Al Robinson 
Dolinoff & Raya — moo . 
Sis Jessica ragonette 
Pat Rooney Sr . — 
Paramount (P) 21 
Cavallaro Bd Milford (1) 23-24 
Sia Sis White & Perry 
Gary Morton Stelling & Styles 
Vanderbilt Boys Sexe Harris 
Roxy ‘!) 23 eRita 
Ed Sullivan Ives & Bates 
Harvest Moon Elizabeth's Canines 
Winners NEWARK 
Sonny Howard Adams (1) 22 
M & M Viera 4 & C Fanton 
Carol Lynne Howell & Bowser 
Arnuld Shoda Sen. Murphy 
Strand (W) 23 Capitol (1) 24 only 
Xavier ‘eluy Deman & Sylvia 
2 Cleffs 
Colonial (1) 22-24 wartin & Florent 
Jordan & Parvis George Dunn 
Tommy King Graziano Bros 
Wallis & Carroll NEW HAVEN 
Montel Woolf Shubert (i) 25 
Slim Timblin Co Jordan & Parvis 
Clem Bellings Musical Johnsons 
> a . Cathy Wallis & Carroll 
o Arnauts 3 Arnauts 
AMSTERDAM Sully & Thomas 
Colonial (1) 22-24 Gordon’s 
Kayos Racketeers 
ume Am & Junior giim Timblin Co 
Walls Ward Marie Louise & 
Se Charles 
ap yers 
Starless Nicht te Hy , 
AUBURN Colonial (1) 24 only 
Auburn (1) 22-24 | St Claires 
Delmars a alley 
Bob & Diane Levan & Carr ‘ 
Allen Reno Fielder & Harriett 
C Fredericks Co Risko Nina & Co 
Darco & Gee ONEONTA 
BALTIMORE Oneonta (1) 23-24 
State (1) 22-24 Carlton & Dell 
Fairfax Co L & T Leung 


Ann Suter 
Faye & Barry 
Bankoff & Canon 


Nicholls & Rene 
Larry Allen 
Virginia Lee 
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BREAK YOUR JUMP! 


ve FOX THEATRE, St. Louis 


THE 
Thursday Openings 
Twice nichtly—Mats. Sat... Sun., Hols. 


F&M STAGESHOWS Inc. 




















"jaitding’ =DOC HOWE yuk 
| 25-28 PHILADELPHIA 


White & Perry Carman (1) 22 


Genevieve Day Dorothy Deering 
Olin Walker Harris 3 
Tune Tattlers Leon Fields 
CAMDEN L & M Ross 
Towers (i) 23-25 Earle ‘W) 23 
Bobby Dae & Babs’ Billy Eckstine 
tanley Burns Herzogs 
ackson & Miss Coles & Atkins 
Sugar Helene & Howard 
uddy Walker Henny Youngman 
arco Family Tower (P) 27 only 
CHICAGO Martin & Lewis 
Chicago (P) 21 Dick Stabile Ore 
Jo Stafiord Step Bros 
2 Ton Baker Carolyn Grey 
Georgie Tapps EADING 
Whitson Bros Rajah (i) 22 


7h) Bourbon & Bain 
Stage-McMann 3 


Bobby Sargent 


Oriental 22 
veorl Bailey | 
Franks & Janyce 


Billy Carr Lee Marx 
3 Madcaps Tune Tattlers 
ar! Sands Ore Fred Lowery Co 
Lee Davis Eddie White 
CORNING Gibsons 
Fox (1) 27-28 ST. Lou!s 
6 & S Arthurs Fox (FM) 22 
at Valley 2 Marimbaires 
evan & Carr Pann Merryman 
anion & Murphy 3 Danwoods 
CORTLAND Bob Sidney 
State (1) 22-23 Pin Psi Lin 4 
t Claires Russ David 
at Valley Joe Schirmer 


even & Carr | Dottye Bennett 
ielder & Harriett Ray English 
isko Nina Co | SARANAC LAKE 


GENEVA Pontiac (1) 22 only 

Geneva (t) 21-22 Fred Lane 

Wells Young & King 
enry LaMar Wallace Puppets 
inda Lang Boylan & Day 
Jorris & Radcliff 3 Marino Sis 

ittle Walter . SPRINGFIELD 
GLENS FALLS Court Sq. (1) 22-24 
Rialto (1) 23-24 |V & G Haydock 


Jack Parker 


; Wells 
1 Kay Kenton 


enry LaMar 


inda Lan Morris & North 
arris & Radcliff Roy Smeck 
Jittle Walter R & T Rafferty 
GLOVERSVILLE Al Schenk 
Glove (1) 22-24 Fontaines 
F vles Sis WASHINGTON 
awrence & Mitzi Capito! (L) 22 
Ben Yost Co Titans 
Janton & Murphy Fellows & Dix 
West & L Page Ballantine 
HARTFORD Manor & Mienon 
State (1) 23-25 WATERTOWN 
Bive Barron Orc Avon (1) 22-24 
ae Blair Marie Louise & 
lackburn Twins | harles 
George DeWitt S & S Arthurs 
LION Hill & Delmar 
Capitol (1) 25 ently Reis Bros 
‘mars Kanizvawa 3 
ob & Diane } CANADA 
awrence & Mitzi | EAST HAMPTON 
llen Reno i Granada (i) 19 
arco & Gee | Dot Dash & Don 
LEXINGTON Hope & Ray 
Ben Ali (!) 22-24 P Hatton & Peggy 
ne & Crawford Vivian & Tassi 


BIRMINGHAM Benson Du-Lay 
Hippodrome (Mm) 19, La Esterella 


Verenica Marteli Wheeler & Wilson 
Ryan & M | Duncan's Collies 
Konyots Jimm: Wheeler 
e Lacy BLACKPOOL 
(h S254 .% tivo 


Grand (1) 19 
George Formsby 
Billy Russell 
Norman Wisdom 
E Arnley 
G Day 
Pygram & Brandon 
Zena Dell 
Albert Marland 
Opera House (i) 19 
Charlie Chester Co 
Casavecchia 
Henry Lytton 
France Clery 
Shiela Matthews 
Halama & Konarski 
Tiller Girls 
Midsummer Lovlies 
Corps de Ballet 
G & B Bernard 

Palace (i) 19 
Ben Yost Co 
Ladd Lyon 
Gordon Whelan 
T Lowry & 

C Richardson 
Downey & Day 
Collinson & Breen 
Rex & Bessie 
St Clair 
Tower Circus (i 
Charlie Cairoli 
Paul Co 
Enie’s 
Victor 
Grecos 
Dorchester 
La Paloma 
Colbergs 
Los Revernos 
dinfa-Sahara Trp 


Animals 
Julian Pets 


Riders 


Geoffrey DeVere 
Lloyd Chappelle 
Clife Sherlock 
Douglas Harris 
Billy Wells 
LEICESTER 
Palace (S$) 19 
Arthur Lucan 
Kitty McShane 
Willer Neal 
LeRoys 
Keith & Corti 
Skating Dexters 
Merry Martins 
Zio Angels 
LINCOLN 
Royal (‘1 
Timmy Lyons 


19 


Skuting Colorados 


Gladys Norman 
Billington 
Gaiety Girls 
Arthur Scott 
Jessiman 
Pegay Maud 
Joyce Scott 
Billy Churchill 
Alf Paul 
Stanley Massey 
Louise Lyons 
Ann Clifford 
LIVERPOOL 
Empire (M) 
Norman Evans 
Senor Carlos 
Vv & 
Silver 
Bil & 
Norrs 
Kemble 
3 Shades 
LONDON 


& Day 


9 


J Crastonian 











JESSE-JAMES 
AND CORNELL 


RKO ROUTE 
DAYTON—WEEK SEPT. 


Booked by 
EDDIE SMITH AGENCY 
RKO Bidg., Suite 902 — JUdson 6-3345 
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Dorocinas 
Amber & Bucks 
Little Jimmy 
Anettes Aeria? 
Lov lies 
2 Myrons 
BOSCOMBE 
Hippodrome (M) 
Renee Becke 
Albert Whelan 
Fred Hugh 
BRIGHTON 
Hippodrome (M) 
B& KR Rema 
John Boles 
Johnny Lawson 3 
Leon Cortez 
Godfrey & Kirby 
B Lane & Claire 
Fran Dowie 
Fred Martin 
BRISTOL 
Hippodrome ‘S) 
Deep River Boys 
Maudie Edwards 
hill Kerr 
Scott Sanders 
Jean Jack & 
Judy 
Olgo 
A J Powers 
E & M Harvey 
CHATHAM 
Empire (‘S) 19 
Jimmy James 
Adrienne & Leslie 
Peter Brough 
Joe Church 
Madge Kent 
Bunny & Byron 


19 


” 


Lewis Kin 
DERBY 


Grand ‘S) 19 
Harry Lester Co 
Chris Sands 
Regon & Royal 
B & M Konyot 
Ann Vernon 
Carol 


, P O'Farrell Co 


EDINSBURGH 

Empire (mM) 19 
D & J O'Gorman 
H Norman & Ladd 
3 Monarchs 


| Ariston 3 


Beryl Seton 
Slim Allan 
Nigel Neilson 
4 Yeomen 
Helen Daemora 
FINSBURY PARK 
Empire () 19 
| O’Doyle Bros 
Ben Blue Co 
Mary Priestman 
| Non! Nita & Dody 
| Topper Martyn 
C Warren & Jean 
Lee Royce 
GLASGOW 
Empire (™) 
| Issy Bonn 
Wacky Boyd 
| Darly Co 
Micky Ressel 
Merreaux & 
Liliane 
| Noberti 
Elverita & Ortero 
| GRIMSBY 
| Palace (1) 19 
Cyril Dowler 
Lynton Boys 
Lane-Holly 3 
HACKNEY 
Empire 
5 Smith Bros 
Wood & Harmer 
W Latona & Sparks 
Nazzaro 
Zio 3 
Richman & Jackson 
Harry Benty 
Arthur Dowler 
LEeos 
Empire (mM) 19 
Terry Bartlett 
Colin Ross 
Loren Lorenz 
Leigh Bridson 
Moray Bros & Dave 
Les Morgan 
Danny Carroll 
Barry James 


Palladium (M) 19 


Ink Spots 


Florence Desmond 


Borrah Minevitch 
Rascals 


Harmonica 
Joy Nichols 
Think Drink 
Hoffman 
3 Rudells 
Gaston Palmer 
Len Young 
Michael Bentine 
Cromwells 
Skyrockets Orc 
MANCHESTER 
Palace (mM) 19 
I & S Davis 
Allan Jones 
Cooke's Pony 
Herschel 
Harry Worth 
Les Silvas 
Annell & Brask 


Rev 
Henlere 


Hackford & Doyle 


Rosinas 
NEWCASTLE 
Empire (M) 19 

Per & Paul 


Sam Costa 

Andre Twins & 
Sandra 

Jon Pertwee 

Iris Sadler 

Count LeRoy 


Forbes & Angela 


Berrie 


| Wilson Keppel & 


Betty 


| Jose Moreno Co 
NOTTINGHAM 
|S & M Harrison 


Empire (Mm) 


Bob Grey 
3 Imps 


Patricia & Colin 
| Shiela Daly 


Pamela Austin 


Josef Locke Singers 
" SCUNTHORPE 


Savoy ‘!) ”? 
Smeddle Bros 
Jimmy Robey 


oan 
Kenny Noble 
Millionaires 
Len Keols 
Wrato Sis 
Valencias 


Montmarte Ballet 
Ss 


HEFFIELD 
Empire ‘M) 
Tess & Bill 
Billy Cotton Bd 
Tessie O'Shea 
4 Kentons 
Freddie Sales 
Terry Hall 
Cooper Twins 
Mills & Belita 
SHEPHERDS 
Empire (S) 
Ted Heath Ore 


| Dee Marcus 


Bobbie Kimber 
| Permanes 

Jean Kennedy 
| Freda Wyn 


Hippodrome (1) 
Stevano 
Dresser & Dale 
Linares 
| Jackie Ross 
Walcott’s 
Marionettes 
Collins & Brett 
Duncan Gray 
wood 
Empire (S$) 
Leo Fuld 
Suzette Tarri 
Winifred Atwell 
Canfield Smith 
Bill Waddington 
2 Adairs 
| Harry Nicol 


| Empire (1) 
Lee Brooklyn 
Mike Howe 

| Joe Poynton 

Frank Formby 

| Jil Manners 
Brooklyn Lovlies 





Cabaret Bills 





NEW YORK CITY 


| 
} 
| 
Bive A 
| Lrene Willlame 


? 


Claude Alphand 
| Chittisoa 3 


BUSH 
"9 


|B Bemand’s Birds 
| WOLVERHAMP I O83 


B Reid & DP Squires 


i 


} 


| Adorables (10) | 


i 


Dorothy Hild Ders 


cocktail lounges, 


| 


| 


| 


City Alex D'Arcy 
| > *chington Ore Don Saxon 
ed Norvo Art Waner O 
Savannah Churchill B Harlow Ore 
Velma Middleton Le Coq Rovge 
Geo Shearing Ore Helen Edwards 
Treniers Oscar Calvet Ore 


Jack Towne Orc 
Leon & Eddie's 

Archie Robbins 

Juanita Mabry 


Cate Society 
Jack Prince 
Patricia Bright | 
J Bothwell Ore | 
Cliff Jackson | Farrells 

China Doli | Richard Hayes 
Noro Morales | Marion Powers 
Jose Corbello Bella Smaro 


Katharine Chang Art Waner Ore 
Toy & Wing | Macombo 
Myra Kim | Jerry Bergen 
Canton Bros Bob Hannon 
Copecadans | Johnny Ryan 
Joe E. Lewis Leonne Halli 
Kay Starr Roy Sedley 
Cabot & Dresden Rochelle Carter 
Terri Stevens No 1 Fifth Ave 
James Barrie Simone Dolphen 
Patricia Adair Wilton Clary 


M Durso Ore 
Alvares Ore 
Diamond Horseshoe 


Downey & Fonville 
Hazel Webster 
Jack Cassidy 


Billy Bishop Od Knick 
Jack Gansert Gene Barry 
W. C. Handy Paul Killiam 
Billy Banks Evelyn Ward 
Choral Quartet Donald Saddler 
Juenger Ballet Line Jack Cassidy 
Gleb Yellin Ore Gloria Manning 
El Chice Al Cooper Orc 
Rosita Rios Old Roumanian 
Ballesteros & Sadie Banks 
Torres Bob Fitzgerald 
Yayito 3 Carmen Montoya 


D’Alonso Orc 
Havana-Madrid 

Miguelito Valdes 

De Castro Sis 


Mickey Freeman 
Joanne Florio 


D’Aquilia Ore 


Duanos Penthouse 
Havana-Madrids Bill Tabbert 
Pancho Orc Gigi Durston 
Hotel Ambassador Kurt Maier 
Jules Lande Orc Riviera 
Xavier Cugat Ore Ritz Bros 
Hotel Biltmore Joan Merrill 
Don Bestor Ore Maxellos 
Harold Nage! Ore Joan Holloway 
Hotel Edison Jeffrey Clay 


Lee Crane Or« Line 


Hotel New Yorker Catalino Ore 
“Salute to Cole Walter Nye Ore | 
Porter” Ruban Biev 
Ruth Ann Koesun Bibi Osterwald 
John Kriza Paula Drake 
Don MeGrane Ore Michael Brown 
Hote! Pisrre King Oduia 4 
Eddie Garr Norman Paris 3 
Stanley Melba Ore Savannah 
_ Hotel Plaza | Annabelle Hill 
vister, ae A Arleigh Peterson 
ob Grant Ore > i is 
Mark Monte Ore | dimmy Lew® wl 
Hotel Roosevelt The Blenders 
N Brandwynne Orc Shotsie Davis 
Hotel St Regis Andre & Dortheo 
Kitty Kallen Ore Tini Benson 
Lassio & Pepite Lucille Dixon Ore 
Hotel Statier Versailies 
Jimmy Dorsey Ore Edith Piaf 
Hotel Taft = 


Emile Petti Ore 
Panchito Ore 
Village Barn 


Vincent Lopez Ore 
Hotel Warwick 
Irving Fields 


| Bob Scott | 

Sa Vasster | Mary Ellen 4 

H Arminsky | Abbey Albert Ore 
‘ Iceland Village Vanguare 
Tony Lavell | Mortan Bruce 
Danny White J C Heard 3 

Irene Carol | Waldorf-Astorte 
Louis Clola | Janet Blair 


Ned Harvey Ore 


| Blackburn Twins 
Latin Quarter 


Eddy Duchin Ore 


Frank Libuse Mischa Borr Ore 
CHICAGO 
Blackhawk Hotel Stevens 
— ' i “Spice on Ice” 
Perry Mitchell ag S 


Chordmen 

Dick France 

Ann Radoc 

Buddy Moreno Ore 


Chez faree 


Maxwells (2) 
Rob Murray 
Buddy Lewis 
Vivian Adams 
Skating Bivdears 
Jack Raffloer 


Danny Thomas ; 

“ M alrsacm Jerry Mapes 
Fran arren oo 

Ginger Kinney | Frank Masters Orc 


Palmer House 
Hank Ladd 
Imogene Coca 
| Julie Wilson 


Cee Davidson Ore 
Lino Rhumba Ore 


Helsings | Francella Malloy 

| Morgan | Abbott Ders (10) 

a, Wright | Eddie O'Neal Ore 

Adrianne Loraine | _ Sherman Hotei 
Lenny Colyer i “Salute to Rodgers 


& Hammerstein” 
Honey Dreamers 
| Ralph Sterling 
ae § Mackenzie 


Billy Chandler Ore | 


Hotel Bierorck 
Betty Jane Watson 
Joe tIshe'! 


| Dusty orra 
Jerry Austen Harry Hall 
Johnny Brewer O Bill Snyder Ore 


Vine Gardens 
H Edgewater Beach Dolly Kay 
Cardini | Jerry Coe 


Spalding 3 
John O’Brien 
Henry Brandon Ore 


| Dick Glinn 
| fone to fill 
Mel Cole Ore 
Pancho Ore 








| Honky Tonks 


Continued from page 50 








of operation. The ceiling on strip 
pers here has reached a new high 
and any gal with slightest curves 
and a way with a drape can step 
into a waiting spotlight any place 
in town, 

On the flossier side, the hotel 
a few musical 
bars and the Club Charles are hold- 
ing their own. Charles is the lone 
spot employing ambitious floor 
jiayouts with a line, 2 bands and 
major names. Currently on its 
“Tenth Anniversary Party” is 
Buddy Lester and doing topflight 
business calling for the ropes up 
at practically every show. 

The Block is looking for a new 
gimmick and is threatening to go 
“high class” on the uptown oppo- 
sition with maybe wearing of coats 
by customers a must and bouncers 


‘made to rent tuxedo suits and 


grease up their hair a bit. They 
are also working on recapturing 


their former “stars” by playing up 
the restrictions placed on grinding 


and bumping by the uptown en- 
trepreneurs. This is known to have 
a frustrating effect on the girls 
who still visit their former haunts 


_after hours for a nostaigic night- 


| 
} 


| 


| 


‘ % hie 


cap or two. 


It’s a woman's world in this 


town after dark and the gimmick 
assuring profit is no secret—it’s 
bared every night on almost every 
nitery floor in town. 


dire ’ ‘ 


Joe LaPorte Ore | 
i“Hucklebuck Song.” 


| room. 


New Acts | 


MARY O’FALLON 
| Songs 

|8 Mins. 

Carrousel, Montreal 

| Taking the opening slot in the 
‘current layout Mary O'Fallon 
‘brings a clear, strong voice from 
the stage to the cafe floor with 
| ease and freshness. She lets a 
| good set of pipes sell her offering, 
| dresses simply, avoiding the plung- 
‘ing necklines and trick clothes 
which most chirpers need for cus- 
tomer attention. 

A grad from “Finian’s Rainbow,” 
Miss O'Fallon reprises a set from 
this show in sock fashion after a 
fast opener, “Wonderful Guy.” A 
more relaxed feeling around the 
mike would sharpen offering and 
in a room of this size her voice 
is good enough to carry without a 
mechanical boost. With an almost 
“voung sister” look about her, 
chirper is wise in staying with the 
straight ballads and skipping the 
indigo specials. Her comedy ef- 
fort of Lily Pons singing the 
although a 


\click with the clients, could be 
broader. Newt. 
DUKE ALDEN 

| Puppets 

15 Mins. 

|The Bucharest, Montreal 

| Building his entire act around 
one particular doll called Luci- 
garde, Alden scores in present 
show with his sophisticated chat- 


ter and showmanship. Fashioned 
after the intime singer, Lucigarde’s 
patter and movements in the hands 
of Alden lean heavily on Milwau- 
kee’s contribution to show busi- 
ness, and the impresh is only suc- 
cessful to those who have heard 
and seen the original chantoosey. 

As a buildup for Lucigarde, Al- 
den pulls the strings for three or 
four other puppets that pick up 
equal attention in this particular 
Clincher is his ostrich do- 
ing a ballet interp to “Swan Lake” 
music. Too many trick music cues 
and vocal asides do nothing for 
general pace, and a little more il- 
lusion would create a better pup- 


pet atmosphere. Okay for the 
smaller boites and hotel rooms. 
Newt. 


RICHARD HAYES 
Singer 

7 Mins. 

Leon & Eddie’s, N. Y. 


| A personable youngster with a 


fine set of baritone pipes, Richard 
Hayes looks slated for the bigtime. 
| Already a Mercury Records artist 
and a permanent member of the 
Art Ford television show (‘on the 
N. Y. Daily News’ WPIX), he is 
making his personal bow here in 
the dual -role of singer and emcee. 
Latter job is a throwaway but he 
socks across his crooning efforts. 
He apparently needs more ex- 
perience with a nitery mike. since 
his shading was slightly off at the 


preem (16) but otherwise he looks | 
set. He opens here with a fair ren-. 


dition of “Ghost Riders” and 


——$—_—_— 


} 


| 


midgets whose comedy 


achieves a nice pace-change with | 
“Enchanted Evening.” Best effort , 


is “Black Magic” 
| which he sells extremely well. 
| Stal. 
| 


SLATE BROS. (2) & SANDRA 
Comedy, Dancing 
20 Mins. 
Chez Maurice, Montreal 

A made-to-measure act for a big 
room like this, the Slate duo (ex- 
3 Slate Bros.) score heavily with 
their broad comedy and trim hoof- 
ing. Maintaining a solid pace 
throughout, the boys intro with a 
song, play their gag routines wide 
and blue and then give some tap 
and soft shoe impreshes that gar- 
ner plaudits. 





for a_ closer, | 


TRUMPETEERS (4) 
Singing 

12 Mins.; One 

Apollo, N. ¥. 

A firstrate job of harmonizing 
indicates that this group can hold 
its own with other Negro quartets. 
Working with a guitar only, the 
boys could improve the act by 
throwing in some incidental chat- 
ter. Business of everybody raising 
their hands at the end of a num- 
ber could be eliminated. With 
some added showmanship, quartet 
would be o.k. for situations similar 
to this house. 

Group got off to a good start 
with “Shadrack"” »vd maintained a 
steady pace throughout their stint. 
Other numbers essayed were “Lit- 


tle Brown Jug,” “Gospel Train,” 
“Milky White Way” and “Dry 
Bones.” 





Unit Review 











Skating Vanities of 1950 
(FORUM, MONTREAL) 
Montreal, Sept. 15. 
Eighth edition of roller skating 
revue in two acts and 11 scenes, 
presented by Harold Steinman. 
Choreography and staging by Gae 
Foster, assisted by Flo Kelly: cos 
tumes, Joan Personette; musical 
arranger and director, Benjamin 
Schwartz; skating director, Betty 
Hand. Features Gloria Nord, Doug- 
las Breniser, Peggy Wallace, Eileen 
McDonnell, Paul Remos & Toy 
Boys, Harold Barnes, _Gautier’s 
Steeplechase, Rose Picc8la & Tony 
Mirrelli, Billy Martin, Karen Lar- 
sen, Frank Foster. At the Forum, 
Montreal, Sept. 14; $2.50 top 


For the preem of the 1950 ver- 
sion of his “Skating Vanities,” Har- 
old Steinman returned to Montreal 
and the capacity business at every 
show proved that this spectacular 
roller show has lost none of its 
appeal. Producer has again given 
the display lavish costuming, trick 
effects and solid production num- 
bers. Their success on recent Eu- 
ropean tour has sharpened the 
skaters, polished the rough edges 
and given entire layout better 
pace. 

Although repeating several old 
routines, Gae Foster has trimmed 
them for better impact and with 
the Joan Personette costumes this 
new revue should sell well on its 
current tour. e 

Opener is an elaborate number 
“On the Boardwalk of Atlantic 
City,” featuring Gloria Nord’s new 
partner, Douglas Breniser, and the 
comedy of Tony Mirrelli and Ernie 
Whettler. Away from the skating 
numbers, production introduces 
Paul Remos and his Toy Boys, two 
offering 
scores with the payees. Peggy Wal- 
lace gets plenty attention as the 
Sun God Worshipper sharing hon- 
ors with Mirrelli and Rose Piccola 
whose acro-skating wins well-de- 
served response. General effect is 
heightened by special lighting and 
adequate costuming. 


Miss Nord makes her first ap- 


| pearance as the “Spirit of Christ- 


! 


mas” in a full seale production 


| finale to the first part of show. 


| top drawer via the elaborate rou- 


, some editi 
| micks the 
Sandra (Mrs. Sid Slate), a well- ry 


This is a sock showcase for the 
trim skater and she makes the 
most of it. Choreography here is 


tines worked out by Gae Foster. 
Gautier’s ponies and dogs highlight 
this number for good effect. 
“Symphony in Pink,” which 
opens the second half, is done in 
typical style with the emphasis 
on elaborate costumes and intri- 
cate patterns. This could stand 
and the array of gim- 
ls are required tg car- 
could be trimmed. Harold 


stacked doll with a surprisingly Barnes changes the pace with 
good voice, comes out to do a song some sock wire work and is fol- 
while the boys kibitz. With such lowed by Miss Nord in a solo that 


a low-cut figure around, act 
into —— strictly from 
lesque, with ple 

tures and double-entendre. 
fire in a big layout, 
have tele possibilities if trimmed 
and cleaned. Newt. 





JUANITA MABRY 
Dancer 
5 Mins. 
Leon & Eddie's, N. Y. 
Juanita Mabry is a lissome young 
redhead who demonstrates terping 
poe in her debut at Leon & 
ddie’s. Concentrating on ballet- 
tap routines, the gal shows talent 
with her leaps and spins and would 
certainly do okay in a musicomedy 
troupe. Her efforts at going it 
alone, though, will depend on more 
| experience. 
| Her attemtpts at establithing an 
above-standard style were partially 
ma at her preem (16) by appar- 
ent nervousness. That's someting 





| 


oes points up her showmanship in 
ur- strong fashion. 
nty of obvious ges- | 


Peggy Wallace shares honors 


Sure+| with Tommy Lane in “Western 
team could | Round-Up” 


and the boffo finale, 
“Fiesta Espagnol,” makes for & 
terrific ciimax. 


Music for the show is under the 
baton of Benjamin Schwartz and 
the vocals are handled by Angelle 
Bonne, Rick Farrell and Walter 
Russeli. Frank Gates has provided 
a slick lighting job. Newt. 





Jessel’s Conv. Date 


Hollywood, Sept. 20. 
George Jessel has been signed to 


| play a convention date for the Iowa 


| 
| 


Bankers Assn. which is being 


| Staged Oct. 10 by Abner J. Gresh- 


ler, N. Y. agent. 


"| will attend the 


| of course, that should be overcome | 
‘with experience too. Stal. | 
* 4 Casas 


Jessel will pick up the date on 
his way to Philadelphia where he 
Haym Salomon 
annual celebration and play a week 
at the Latin Casino in that town. 
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HOUSE REVIEWS 





Palace, N. Y. 


& Van, _ Dengio. Mac- 
& Brown, Glenn & Jenkins, | 
Hi, Lo, Jack & the Dame, Bob Du- 
pont, Buster West & Lucille Page, | 
4 Skating Macks; “Stampede’ 
(AA), reviewed in VARIETY April | 
27, "49. 








Palace again comes through with 
a lineup that offers nothing smash 
for the marquee but adds up to a 
highly-pleasing eight-act bill which | 
bri in customers in profitable 
pumbers and sends them out 
happy. It’s a well-paced and bal- 
anced show that belies the limited 
Palace budget. 

Buster West & Lucille Page, in 
next-to-closing; Bob Dupont, who 
precedes them, and Hi, Lo, Jack 
and the Dame, in the No. 5 slot, 
are all standards who score handir 
ly. West, in his sailor uniform, 
and his attractive femme pard get 
off slowly with their songs, patter 
and trick terping, but have a turn 
that builds niftily to a real smash 
finale. 

Dupont’s supreme juggling, com- 
bined with his terrific comedy 
sense, has never left any doubts 
as to his values. Hi, Lo, Jack and 
the Dame, the three-guys-and-a-gal 
combo, make a moderately good 
showing with a couple pops and 
then click with a specialty built 
around the numerous singing com- 
mercials they’ve recorded, such 
as Colgate, Pepsodent, Lifebuoy, 
Kools, etc. 

Glenn & Jenkins, blackface team, 
earn a sizable share of laughs with 
talk, a bit of dancing, and some 
fooling with a harmonica and gui- 
tar. Delivery end timing-add-us 
to more than the iines, and there's 
good audience response. Another 

air of vets are MacFarland and 

rown. Male-female duo in knock- 
bout comedy are on early-in-the- 

ill, winding up with a sock ape 
routine. 

In second position is Roy Doug- 
las, ventroloquist. He has an in- 
teresting dummy, with more than 
the usual number of moving parts, 
and is an excellent technician. He 
demnostrates the latter effectively 
when he puts the woodenhead into 
a suitcase and changes tones as the 
id goes up and down. Then he 

ws off with a duet with his 
dummy that’s equally strong. Pat- 
ter is fairly good. 

Tap team of Lewis and Van is 
the curtain-raiser. The two guys 
are okay in stair and challenge 
routines. They'd be better off, | 
however, in less zooty suits, which, | 
by clinging closer to legs and 
bodies, would mean less of their 
motion lost in layers of coat and 
trousers. Closing the layout are 
the Four Skating Macks, man and 
three femmes, in brief but danger- 
ous-looking roller routine. They 
do the usual speed skating and 
neck dangles on a small wooden 
perm. scoring satisfactorily fer | 

is type turn. 

Don Albert’s house crew is in 
the pit, effectively providing the 
musical pace for the show, which 
is produced and staged by David 
ines. Herb. | 


National, L’ville | 
Louisville, Sept. 16. | 
Max & His Gang, June Hart, Bob 
& Jean Marco, Jane Walton, Ro- 
helle & Beebe, Maximo & Co.,| 
arshall Bros., Tiny Tomale’s 
Orch (9); “Dear Ruth” (Par) and 
“Angry God” (Indie). 


Current bill is not as strong as | 
some of the previous layouts, but 
still stacks up well. Patrons found 
it to their liking, judging from 
the aaa applause which fol- 
lowed each turn. 

Max & His Gang, well-trained 
peogmes, get the show off to a 

sk start. Max, athletic-built 
chap, paces through some forward | 
somersaults and rolis, back flips, | 
ete., and his obedient purps follow | 
through, executing the stunts in| 
imitation of trainer. 

out some fast tunes— 
on the accordion, June Hart also. 
pipes some lively ones which warm | 
up the customers. Punchy “Papa, | 
Won't You Dance With Me,” and | 

Mountain Music,” given the 

uncy treatment. go over for nice | 
returns. 

Bob & Jean, balancing acro turn, | 
Te r with their lifts and body 
spins. Gal is buxom, but her male | 
partner is built like a Notre Dame 

lard, and tosses her with ease. 

t's a smooth turn that fits in, 
nicely> 

Personality vocalist, Jane Wal- | 
ton, has a resonant set of pipes, 
and knows her way with a song. 

he gives out with pops, and has | 
the audience with her all the way, 
perticulariy with her Mexican clap 

nds number. Warbles “How It 
Lies,’ “Some Enchanted Evening” 
and “Wonderful Guy” for rousing 


sopiouse. 

aximo & Co., Cuban slack wire | 

Performer, offers nothing sensa-| 

tional ir his turn. Simulates a 
nk, etc., with femme partner | 





standing by to hand him props. | his 


Rochelle & Beebe, comedy acro. 
ce team, have the same routine 


| “Wonderful Guy,” 


of clowning which has served them 
well for a long time. Gal's zany 
clowning is still tops, and 
garner solid mitting. 

Marshall Bros., whose stock in 
trade is a mixed routine of flip 
gags and impersonations, didn’t 
register at this showing. Their 
stuff is pretty fast for this house, 
and their spicy patter impresses 
as more suited to a night club 
floor. Customers here are just not 
hep to their stuff. Their imper- 
sonations, vocal and visual, go 
over better. 

Solid musical support is lent by 
Tiny Tomale’s stage band (9). 

Biz good at last show Friday 
(16). Wied. 


Paramount, Syracuse 
Syracuse, Sepi. i3. 
The Downeys (3), Wallis & Car 
roll, Chester Fredericks & Bobby, 
Jan Risko & Nina, Pat Hill & Larry 
Delma, Miles Bell, Bud Harris & 
Frank Radcliff, Kanazawa Trio. 





Schine’s Paramount, anxious to 
get in on Syracuse’s vaude re- 
vival, has assembled a modest, 
well-balanced show as their sec- 
ond stage offering which drew an 
enthusiastic opening day reception. 
Miles Bell is m.c. 

The aerial Downeys (3), circus 
trapeze artists, perform with grace 
and skill in the opener, followed 
by Wallis and Carroll, femme com- 
edy team consisting of a sophisti- 
cated blonde songstress who pro- 
vides a neat foil for her hoydenish 
“daughter” with a knack for imi- 
tating ducks and trains. 

Chester Fredericks & Bobby (2), 
in the trey spot, get laughs with 
their jitterbug dancehall satire, 
and Fredericks amazes the cus- 
tomers with his long slides and 
other trick steps. Jan Risko and 
Nina proves juggling can be fun, 
too. 

Pat Hill and Larry Delma amuse 
the folks with their “Holiday With 
Strings” puppetry. 
neat is their realistic grandma and 
baby routine. Bell, who follows, 
works unobtrusively as m.c., and 


warms up the audience with a/| 


good spoof of how Al Jolson would 
sing “Sonny Boy” on TV. 

But the show-stealers, when 
caught, were Bud Harris and 
Frank Radcliff, Negro comics, who 
won the customers immediately 
with their Amos 'n’ Andy-styled 
routine. Radcliff’s tremolo singing 
further enhances the fun, espe- 
cially his impresh on the Ink 
Spots’ traditional “If I Didn't 
Care.” 

The Kanzawa Trio, Jap tum- 
blers, provide a swift closer with 
their fast barrel juggling feats. 


| Business good at show caught. 


Hayd. 


Fox, St. Louis 
St. Louis, Sept. 15. 
Arthur LaFleur, Arthur Ward & 
Florence Dane, Burns Twins & 


pair 


Particularly | 


| 
| 





RKO, Besten 


Boston, Sept. 16. 
Berk & Hallow, The Chords, Wat- 
son Sisters, Bob Hammond’s Birds, 
Mack, Russ & Owen, Wally Brown, 
Dolinoff & Raya Sisters and Pat 


ies” (EL). 





Back to the standard vaude policy 
after the Edgar Bergen package, 
current layout is the same that 
teed off vaude at the Palace and 
adds up as pleasant fare. 


} 


tagged the “Gramercy Five” con- | 
trib a subdued swing number, | 
“Summit Ridge.” It’s mainly in 
the Shaw experimental flavor and 
n.s.g. Shaw has one standout spe- 
cialty bit that is a sockeroo. Tune, 


Rooney, Sr.; “Red Stallion in Rock- | La Habenera,” by Maurice Ravel 


and designed especially for so- 


|prano and piano accompaniment 
'was rearranged with Shaw doing 


‘couple of tunes. 


Opening with a fast sesh of tap-" 


ping by Berk & Hallow, pace is con- 
tinued with appearance of a couple 
of local boys, The Chords, who are 
solid in their vocal imitations of 
such bands as Lombardo, Busse, 
Warne King and others. Vet Wat- 
son Sisters in their familiar corny 
routine did not click too solidly at 
opener. 

Novel antics of Bob Hammond's 
trained cockatoos ringing bells, 
dancing and putting out a fire gets 
neat response. Mack, Russ & 
Owen knock themselves out in a 
fast acro turn with midget Owen 
taking the brunt of the beating. 
Stint wins yocks and okay returns. 

Wally Brown, another local prod- 
uct, keeps stubholders warmed up 
with line of zany chatter, his un- 
finished sentence routine getting 
across nicely Dolinoff & Raya 


Sisters do some effective balleting, | 


winding up with an optical illusion 
stint, heads and bodies flying 
around the blacked out stage for 
solid results. 

Pat Rooney, Sr., closes with bit 
of reminiscing and a pitch for con- 
tinuation of vaude which he called 
“the college of show business.” 
Proof that he is still a great show- 
man came when he drew hefty re- 
sponse with his softshoe and tap 
routines. His imitation of Joe 
Frisco imitating him is solid and 
a neat windup. Nick Francis 
batons house band. 

Biz fair at opener. Elie. 








Orpheum, L. A. 
Los Angeles, Sept. 17. 


Knight Sisters (2), Vernon & 


| Ryan, Val Setz, Bill Shirley, The 


Evelyn, 5 Antelaks, Dottye Ben- | 


nett, Biily Gilbert, Russ David 
Orch; “The Black Book” (EL). 





Billy Gilbert is spread eagling 
the current layout with his zany, 
halting and disconnected conver- 
sation with a non-existent cop, a 
row with his wife over the loca- 
tion of the Fourth National Bank 


‘and his variety of sneezes so famil- 


iar to filmgoers. After the cus- 


|tomers had shaken the rafters 
| with their palm pounding Gilbert 


made a strong plea for support of 
vaude and won a terrif okay from 
the comfortably filled house. 

But Gilbert was not the only 
one who won the mob. There was 
Danny Drayson, a slick comedian 


'with a neat line of chatter, nifty 


eccentric and tap dancing and his 
mimicking of a gal readying for a 


bath. And Dottye Bennett, a na-' 


tive who has clicked in her own 
show over KSD’s tele station and 
whammed over her interps of 
“Embraceable 
You” and with Russ David, band- 
leader, dueted “I Didn't Know the 
Gun Was Loaded.” 

Arthur LaFleur, an _ aerialist, 
starts the customers off in the 
right mood with a sock routine 
which he climaxes by teething a 


/mouth piece on a wire at the top 


of the stage and whirling at a 
dizzy pace. 

Arthur Ward and Florence Dane 
are a pair of jugglers, with the 
gal not doing much. 

The Burns Twins and Evelyn, a 
pair of lads and a blonde looker 
with plenty of oomph are fast tap 
dancers and the gal scores with a 
swell routine on her toes. 

The five Antelaks, three girls 
and a two husky males, are a bal- 
ancing troupe from Ringling Bros. 
circus and the act is high-lighted 
when the guls clamber up a high 
perch pole and are balanced by 
one of the men, who holds the 
base of the pole on his shoulders. 

David maestroes the _ tooters 
through “Alexander’s Ragtime 
Band” to cop a swell hand after 
piano solo, “Ritual Fire 
Dance,” drew salvos from the cus- 
tomers, Sahu, 


Haskells (2), Rio Bros. (3), Rose 
Marie, O'Donnell & Blair, House 
Orch; “Skyliner” (Lippert). 





Orpheum came up with another 
well-balanced, eight-act bill as 
house went into third week of 
vaude. Overflow crowd greeted 
first show with cheers. Eucourag- 
ing note on house was that seven- 
eighths of the audience was made 
up of youngsters who seem to be 
turning out week after week. 

Top-billed on show, in next to 
closing spot, is chanteuse Rose 
Marie and she deserves the spot. 


Vet entertainer brings down house , 


with her slick delivery of two songs 
and also mops up with an imita- 
tion of Jimmy Durante doing his 
“The Lost Chord” number. 

Bill Shirley wasn't far behind 
and the audience held onto him for 
four song numbers. Young femmes 
in the crowd gave hearty approval. 

Val Setz is a good juggler with 
showmanly tricks. Rio Bros., con- 
trib comedy patter, dance routine 
and satire on Cisco Kid that’s en- 
tertaining in a madcap manner. 

Knight Sisters, who open the 
bill, offer pleasing acrobatic dance 
routine that somewhow left house 
cold. Gals have talent but lack 
the showmanship to put it over. 

Vernon and Ryan, with comedy 
songs and imitations, need season- 
ing. Duo lack stage presence ne- 
cessary to put act over in big-time 
manner. 

O'Donnell and Blair close the 
bill with a time-worn routine that 
has the gal singing while the guy 
tears up a few trick musical instru- 
ments including a sax and a piano. 
It was brief and snappy and won 


4 

he Haskells offer series of 

magic tricks for nice returns. 
Comp. 


State, Hartford 
Hartford, Sept. 16. 
Artie Shaw Orch with Pat Har- 
rington, Gramercy Five; Olga San 


Juan & Co. (3), Alan Carney, 
Clark Bros., Sam Kaplan House 
Orch; “Shadows of the West” 


(Mono). 





Current sesh marks the start of 
a comeback trail for Artie Shaw. 
This is his first band since 1945 
and from his booking lineup he’s 
going to be a pretty busy clarinet- 
ist in coming months. Until he 
opens at the Blue Note in Chicago 
in November, he is booked solid 
with one nighters. s 

Shaw has with him a comple- 
ment of 17 pieces, including five 
sax, four trumpet, four trombones 
and four rhythm. Band is heavy 
on the brass department and has 
on tap a slew of faves. Clarinet- 
ist is on stage throughout, front- 
ing the band, except for the turns, 


‘and playing the licorice stick ex- 


| display. 


| plenty to be desired. 


the soprano part on the ciarinet 
and band filling in the piano ac- 
comp. Very effective. Band thrush, 
Pat Harrington, gets by with a 
Has a greater 
visual thar vocal appeal. 

Alan Carney selis with an an- 
tiquated but flip line of patter. 
Hits the guffaw department with 
regularity and finishes strong. His 
soap box impersonation of foreign 
labor leaders is boffe. Clark Bres. 
(2) sell a well polished line of 
tapology and wind with challenge 
stuff Lads make the hard stuff 
look easy and had ‘em begging for 
more 

Film actress Olga San Juan has 
a strong act. Gal is in the Latin 
flavor with her songs. She is ably 
aided by Carioca and Russo pro- 
viding a musical background for 
the south of the border canarying 
with a tambourine and guitar. She 
exhibits plenty of flash and per- 
sonality. 

Biz okay at sesh caught. Eck. 


Radio City, Mpls. 
Minneapolis, Sept. 17 
Edgar Bergen (2), Tony & Sally 
DeMarco, Ray Noble, Yvette, Pat 
Patrick, Vice & Adio, Radio City 
Orch (19); “One Last Fling” 
iwWR) 





he’s the attraction 
lures the vast 


Aware that 
who undoubtedly 
bulk of customers, Edgar Bergen 
on this brief tour with his own 
package show is most generous in 
putting his exceptional talents on 
He also has surrounded 
himself with other fine acts. Yet 
the show, in its entirety, leaves 
Despite the 
performers’ high calibre, the final 
impression is disappointing  be- 
cause there’s a lack of sock, bounce 
and zip to cook up customer re- 
sponse. 

All this deficiency may be due 
to the very nature of the offerings 
comprising the show. Included are 
the lack of fast pacing, showman- 
ship touches and embellishments 
in the presentation, the introduc- 
tion of the cats by Ray Noble 
through an off-stage mike or the 
fact that the lecally recruited, neat- 
ly attired stage band hasn't a color- 
ful, dominating conductor-emceed 
—and, for that matter, such a col- 
orful, dominating personality is 
also missing among the performers, 
with the possible exception of 
Yvette. 

In addition to Noble and Pat Pat- 
rick from the Bergen radio show, 
the unit has three other outstand- 
ing acts. Instead of doing a single 
number, Bergen himself makes 
three different appearances during 
the course of the proceedings. 

Vic & Adio, in the opening spot, 
offer balancing feats displaying 


strength and mv control. In- 
cluding new stu n their rou- 
tine, they stand one of the 
best acrobatic ever seen 
here. Bergen, making ..n early ap- 
pearance, comes on next’ with 
Charlie McCarthy for a_ laugh- 


sprinkled session during which the 
dummy continually embarrasses 
Bergen with his frank comments. 

Even if Charlie and Mortimer 
Snerd weren't already popular, 
they'd no doubt make a lasting im- 
pression as amusing characters 
even in their brief stage appear- 
ances now. 

Patrick's Professor Ercil Twing 
is as zany and funny a character, 
too, on the stage as it is over the 
airwaves and his efforts to check 
audience twittering during his 
“lecture” lands plenty of laughs. 
A medley of his own compositions 
by Ray Noble on the piano is 


| pleasant. 


tensively. It’s the familiar Shaw for early afternoon show o 
style. Group from within the band 


The exquisite ballroom dance- 
ology of Tony and Sally DeMarco 
finds its highest expression of 
poetic motion in an ultra-smooth, 
classy conception inspired by “Be- 
gin the Beguine.” Each of their 
other offerings also stamps them 
as superlative artists. 

With his lovely wife playing the 
role of a nurse, “Dr.” Bergen op- 
erates on Charlie McCarthy to the 
audience’s amusement. Then 
sparkling Yvette, good both to 
look at and listen to, provides a 
welcome vocal interlude. She gives 
distinctive throaty and other 
touches to “A Wonderful Guy” 
and “Some Enchanted Evening” 
from “South Pacific,” “Again” and 
“One and Only Highland Filing,” 
stopping the show. She also figures 
in a bit of laugh provoking busi- 
ness with Bergen and Mortimer 
Snerd who is as stupidly funny as 
ever. All the performers are 
brought on for the finale. 

Huge lower floor nearly filled 
ning , 
day. ees. 


Apello, N. Y. 
Sabby Lewis Band (12), Con 


garoos (4) Martin Bros. (2), 
Trumpeteers (4), Chocolateers 
(3), Roy Milton Band (7) with 


Camile 


Howard; “Arson, Inc.” 
(SG). ; 





Current layout at this Harlem 
vauder makes for solid audience 
approval. <A_ well-rounded card 
keeps the show going at a snappy 
pace. 

In the opening frame Sabby 
Lewis’ band establishes a_ fast 
tempo, setting the mood for the 
rest of the show. Orch begins with 
a sizzling version of “Smoky 
Stove,” and has the audience Jump- 
ing Crew, sporting nine brass 
and three rhythm, backs all but the 
closing aci. Band takes the spot- 
light for two other numbers, one 
of which, “The King,” features Bill 
Dorsey in a show-stopping alto sax 
solo 

Comprising two couples, the 
Congaroos, all-Negro acro-terp act, 
show little finesse. The Martin 
Bros., a pair of puppeteers, though 
standard, draw attention with some 
clever manipulations. They're the 
biil’s only white act. Comedy end 
of the show is sustained by the as- 
sorted hoofing antics of the Choe- 
olateers. Dressed in orange, canary 
yellow and powder blue suits, the 
trio shows some fancy footwork, 
encoring with a low-brow sketch 
that’s good for guffaws. 

Roy Milton's band, 
two sax, one trumpet and four 
rhythm, comes on in the closing 
spot with some sock arrangements. 
Combo opens with “Milton's 
0D . ’ feast Ye 


‘ , an 3 tas th = Line 
mat Gina 11a thet sane 


comprising 


pronto. In addition to beating the 
skins, Milton also does a hot vocal. 
Camille Howard, only distaff mem- 
ber of the group, adds a sexy note 
with a sultry rendition of “Thrill 
Me.” Gal also handles the ivories 
in a pleasant manner. Qutfit does 
three more tunes, with Johnny 
Rogers scoring on his electric 
guitaring of “After Hours.” 

The Trumpeteers, spiritual 
quartet, are reviewed under New 
Acts. 


Olympia, Miami 
Miami, Sept. 17. 
Bob Eberly, Terry Lawlor, 
Archie Robbins, Harry Steffen, 
Billy & Joyce Reedy, Freddie Car- 
lone House Orch: “The Big Steal” 
(RKO). 





Though heavy on vocal turns, 
lineup here adds up as a satisfac- 
tory vaude fare. 

Bob Eberly sells visually as well 
as vocally. The purveying of pops 
such as “You're Breakin’ My 
Heart,” his theme; “Tangerine,” 
“Sweet Lorraine,” and “Green 
Eves” hit for full effect. 

Terry Lawlor, with her special 
material and arrangements of Irish 
ditties and the “just off blue” 
lyrics, reaps laughs. The _ easy, 
sophisticated approach edging off 
the nitery tinge of her tunes. Offed 
to solid reaction. 

On the comedy side, Archie Rob- 
bins hits for laughs. The slick- 
looking guy garners yocks via his 
satirizations, chatter and his 
specials, “Bronx Basement” and 
Army bit. 

Tee-offers are Billy and Joyce 
Reedy. whose terp tappings have 
a swift pace. Mid-spot is capably 
handled by Harry Steffen and his 
“magic harp,” a muiti-string elec- 
trical guitar, for musical impresh 
ranging from radio toppers to 
sound effects on dive bombers. 


Freddie Carlone’s house orch 
handles show backgrounding in 
top style. Lary. 


Adams, Newark 
Newark, Sept. 16. 

Al Norman, Margie & Lenny 
Ross, Dotty & Dave Workman, The 
Tune Tattlers, Ross Wyse Jr. & 
Peqqau Womack, Fred Lowery, Ed- 
die White, Johnson & Owen, Joe 
ae House Orch; “Alimony” 
‘ . 





Vaudeville, settling in for a run 
at this former presentation house, 
still looks a bit on the tentative 
side in its second week's offering. 
The first week of the new regime 
was reportedly not up to expecta- 
tions. But Newark always has been 
a tough show town and things take 
longer to catch on here than in 
other spots. The theatre's staff is 
at least happy that the vaude is 
drawing mature audiences rather 
than the roughneck kids who im- 
peded previous bandshows with 
heckling and bad manners ‘ 

This week's show-topper is Ross 
Wyse Jr., who sets up a slick and 
funny act revolving around smooth 
casual jokes and songs by Miss 
Womack. Latter is a stunner. 
Nearly equal in high quality are 
The Tune Toattiers, an antic four- 
some (including a tall girl), 
clown through a mixed up but 
amusing session. 

The show is long on musical nov- 


‘elties. Dotty and Dave Workman 


ring bells (Swiss type) and play 
(Continued on page 60) 
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Fight 


has affected eight American shows 
now in London. This is aside from 


the iongterm problem involving 
talent and productions. 

Shows are “Annie Get Your 
Gun.” “Brigadoon,” “Death of a 
Salesman.” “Harvey,” “The Heir- 
ess.” “The Male Animal,” “Okla- 
homa'”’ and “Tobacco Road.” Au- 
thors as well as producers will get 


one-third less coin than heretofore 
by the devaluation. 

There has been no hitch thus far 
in takeout of coin, despite the gen- 


eral currency freeze, authors’ roy 
alties and producers’ cut being ex- 
empt of this block. British pro- 
ducers have been paying U. 5. 
share to the Bank of England, 
which translated it into dollars 
There are several other U. S 


plays planned for England, as well 
as British tryouts scheduled for 
new plays due in N. Y., all of which 
will be affected by the pound slice 
Devaluation will also likely have a 
deterring effect on talent who 
planned British engagements 

Broadway producers will also 
feel effects of the 10% Canadian 
dollar cut, since so many U. 5S 
_.s#hovs visit Toronto, Montreal and 
other stops as regular parts of 
their tour. Further shrinkage will 
come from U. S. plays in other 
areas, Australia in particular and 
South Africa having American 
shows at present. 


US. LEGIT DECADENT, 
MOSCOW REPORTS 


Washington, Sept. 20. 
The American theatre is “a pic- 
ture of complete decadence and de- 
composition,” and its drama critics 
are “diligent lackeys of Wall 
Street,” the Russian people are 

being taught. 
A broadcast 





over the official 


Radio Moscow last week men- 
tioned by the U. S. Government, 
ripped into U. S. legit and its 


critics without finding a single re- 
deeming feature in either. Broad- 
cast by Professor Morosov said in 
part: 

“A considerable part of the rep- 
ertoire of the American theatre 
consists of so-called ‘entertainment’ 
plays, deprived of all sense and 
inner meaning. 

“The American theatre produces 
Shakespeare in modern clothes, 
turning his tragedies irto cheap 
detective thrillers and his com- 
edies into senseless farce. The 
richest and most dazzling Ameri- 
can production is culturally incom- 

arably lower than any production 
by even the newest of the Soviet 
national theatres. 

“At the head of the reactionary 
theatre stands the theatrical critic 
George Jean Nathan... . There 
are certain things of which Nathan 
approves. These things are por- 
nography .... The United States, 
as all other capitalist countries, is 
trying to stamp out the best artistic 
traditions of the people ... . Their 
(the critics’) abuse has now taken 
the form of regular and constant 

rsecution, which is responsible 

or the atmosphere of spiritual ter- 
ror in which the American theatre 
must exist.” 


Horton-‘Henry’ In 
Sellout Atlanta Bow 


Atlante, Sept. 20. 
Penthouse theatre, Greek-type 
showcase, is debuting here tonight 
(Tuesday) to sellout audience. Lo- 
ted atop Ansley hotel, occupy- 
ng hostelry’s erstwhile dine-and- 
dance Rainbow Roof, round thea- 
tre has 500 seats, all of which 
were presold for opening perform- 
ance of “Springtime For Henry,” 
starring Edward Everett Horton. 
dvance sales indicate capacity 
iness for “Henry's” run, sched- 
uled for six nights, including Sun-| 
day performance. Sunday date is 
unusual hereabouts. 
Penthouse actually debuted. 
“Henry” Monday (19) night at a 


— invitation trial run, 
hich there were 500 invited 
guests. 

Hortor 's 





| 


supporting cast 


American Legits Current In 
London Affected by 5 Devaluation 


Devaluation of the British pound * 





Mielziner Outlines 
$1,000,000 Pitt Theatre 


Pittsburgh, Sept. 20. 
Jo Mielziner, here last week out- 
lining to drama editors completed 
plans for new $1,000,000 Pittsburgh 
Playhouse, told newspaperman he 


was flying to London middle of Oc- 
tober for Vivien Leigh's openings 


in Sir Laurence Olivier’s produc- | 


tion of “A Streetcar Named De- 


sire.” He did the scenery and lighi- | 


ing for the English duplicate, too 
Mielziner, his wife and the Joshua 
Logans only recently returned from 
a three-month trip to Europe 

New Playhouse layout combines 
long research by Mielziner both 
here and abroad, and will be one 
of best-equipped community thea- 
tres anywhere. Drive for funds is 
still on, and it’s doubtful if con- 
struction will begin before 1952, 
since present tenant of property 
has a lease until that time. 


Sadler’s Wells Ballet 
Seen Netting 306 in 
N.Y., Ditto U.S. Tour 


A matter of dollars vs. sterling, 
as well as prestige, is involved in 
the first visit to U. S. of the Sad- 
ler’s Wells Ballet Co. next month. 


On the prestige side, England's 
No. 1 ballet company, which has 
danced in most of the European 
capitals, wants to appear in N. Y., 
America’s cultural capital, as well 
as in D. C. But the troupe's visit 
is also likely to result in bringing 
back to Britain some precious deol- 
lars, although this wasn't main 
consideration for the trip. 
Company of 60 is opening a 
four-week run at the N. Y. Met 
Opera House, Oct. 9, to be fol- 
lowed by a five-week trip on the 
road. Although the troupe's sets 
and costumes are coming by U. S. 
boat, the group itself is flying over 
in two British Overseas Airways 





Corp. planes. Round-trip transpor- | 


tation is figured around $30,000 
to $35,000, which Sadler's, or the 
semi- government _ British 
Council, which is sponsoring the 
tour, will lay out in sterling. On 
the other hand, wages, receipts, 
guarantees, etc., in this country, 
of course, will be in dollars. 

For the four weeks at the Met, 
estimated receipts will be $200,000 
to $225,000. Operating nut should 
be under $150,000. With Sol 
Hurok, who is booking the tour, 
getting a commission of about 
$20,000, there should be a N. Y. 
net of about $30,000 to $35,000. 
Sadler's should also net from 
$25,000 to $30,000 from the five- 


week tour, to give it from $60,000 | 


to $65,000 to take back to England. 
Troupe has an advance sale to 


date of $85,000, for the N. Y. en-/| 


gagement, merely from _ mail 
orders, representing the biggest 
advance ever rolled up for a bal- 
let date. 
the month, and Hurok expects to 
begin the run with $120,000 in the 
till, or over half the run’s take. 


Margot Fonteyn, Robert Help- 
mann and Moira Shearer will head 
the dance troupe, with its three 
artistic directors, Constant Lam- 
bert, Ninette de Valois and Fred- 
erick Ashton, also coming. Troupe 
will visit Philadelphia, Washing- 
ton, Richmond, Chicago, East 
Lansing, Toronto, Ottawa and 
Montreal, in addition to N. Y. 





Nat Karson in London On 
Empire Stage Show Siint 


London, Sept. 20. 


Nat Karson arrived in London 
yesterday (19) to take up his new 
job as producer of stage shows 
which are to be featured with film 


ster Square. 
Karson will be in London for 


| general 


| Latter, 


Arts | 


Boxoffice opens end of | 


‘Denman Thompson K. of P. 


| West Swanzey, N. H., Sept. 20. 

A new Knights of Pythias unit 
here has been named Denman 
Thompson Lodge, in memory of 
the famous actor-playwright of 
“The Old Homestead.” 

The melodrama is revived an- 
nualiy at an outdoor theatre near 
‘the real Thompson homestead here, 
now the state headquarters of the 
K. of P. 


L.A., Frisco 


Pressure Nips 
Met Coast Date 


The Metropolitan Opera Assn., 
which last year went out to Los 
Angeles for a two-week visit with a 
great deal of ballyhoo about build- 
ing up a sister organization on the 
Coast for a spring season, won't 
visit L. A. next spring. Pressure 
from L.A. and Frisco about the 
competition the Met was giving to 
the San Francisco Opera Assn. on 
the Coast is reported reason for the 
inix. The Frisco group, which an- 
nually visits L. A. in the fall for an 
‘opera season, refused to show if 
the Met continued to visit L.A., 
and Coast auiivurities finally decid- 
ed to string along with the Cali- 
fornia group. 

As a result, the Met will pér- 
form for 18 weeks in N.Y. this sea- 
son, as against 16 last year. It 
will open its 65th season in N.Y. 
Nov. 21, closing March 25, °50. 
Edward Johnson will be complet- 
ing his 15th and final season as 
manager, retiring next 
spring in favor of Rudolf Bing. 
who recently finished a 
stint of directing the Edinburgh 
opera festival, will arrive in N.Y. 
next month, to study the Met set- 
up until his takeover. 

The Met will be out on tour next 
spring for nine weeks. Tour prob- 
ably could be stretched to 12 
weeks before hot weather sets in, 
but railroading, and especially the 
unavailability of proper auditori- 
ums or theatres, prevents. 

There are several cities. that 
want a Met visit, but the company 
|ean’t book them. Kansas City, for 
instance, a strategic point in rail- 
roading, has a Muny Aud with a 
Music Hall in it seating only 2,700. 
The Met feels it can’t get the $9 
|top it would have to charge to 
|make it pay, so it bypasses K.C. 
| Nashville and Little Rock want the 
| Met, but their halls are too small. 

On the other hand, some cities 
| have halls that are too large. The 
| Met plays towns with huge seating 
| capacity—St. Louis, with 1,077; 
Cleveland, with 9,000; Los Angeles, 
with 6,600; Memphis, with 5,000. 
|Fault is found with them on 
| grounds of visibility, audibility and 
|other factors. Met claims the ideal 
|hall should seat 4.500 to 5,000. 
| The Met's terms are usually 80% 
against a guarantee. Most of the 





| plete guarantee, so that the Met is 
in little danger of losing on tour. 
But the setup isn't perfect. The 
Boston Opera House, with 2,976 
seats, and the Lyric, Baltimore, 
| with 2,651 seats, are the smallest 
houses the Met plays. It’s neces- 
sary, for instance, to charge a $9 
_top in Baltimore, which the Met 
|management considers unwise. 


|When it visited Denver, the Met. 


played the 3,400-seater Auditorium 

at what it called “a ruinous top” of 
$12. A larger hall would have 
brought the top down. 


2d Chamberlain Brown 
_ Setup Skids in Hartford 


Hartford, Sept. 20. 

For the second time in recent 
months Chamberlain Brown's plans 
to open a stock company here failed 
to jell. 

Early this summer he was to 
have produced plays at the Club 
Ferdinando, local nitery, utilizing 
a mixed cast of pros and amateurs. 
But he failed to open. Last Thurs- 
day (15) at Astor theatre, East Hart- 





at Programs at Metro’s Empire, Leice-| ford, Brown was to have started a 


| fall season. First play skedded 
was “Dangerous Corner,” by J. B. 


in- about a week, surveying the field Priestley, but again house failed 


udes Frances Mammond, Mar- | and interviewing potential talent. to open. Plan here was to use one- 


aret Magennis and Carl Betz. | 
Gerald Savory, 
wright, director and actor, is di-| 
+ all Penthouse productions. 
ibson is general manager. 

ffice has been set up in Ans? 
hotel lobby, and all seats for 
thouse are sealed at $2.40, | 


He will then return to New York 


British play- | for a brief visit and will subse- and ams. 


quently come back to London to 





Robert W. Jennings succeeded 
ames Alexander as prez of the 
allas yers Guild, 


setters and a mixed cast of pros 


Astor seats less than 500, and in 


take up his position permanently. | recent years had been used as a 


film theatre. 

Short money is believed to have 
kiboshed Brown's plans, including 
a snarl with LATSE, 


towns are subscription, or on com- | 


30. 


Playing to ‘Just Folks’ Key to Big 
Biz in N.Y. by Blackouts —Murray 


- 





vr 


'dict from the New York critics on 


Kennedy, McArthur 
Signed by St. L. Muny 


St. Louis, Sept. 20. 

John Kennedy, production man- 
ager for the Municipal Theatre 
Assn., sponsor of al fresco enter- 
tainment in the Forest Park Play- 
house, and Edwin McArthur, music 
director, last week signed contracts 
to fill these posts for the next two 
seasons. A_ similar contract has 
been tendered Watson Barratt, art 
director and associate production 
manager, who left before the end 
of the season because of the death 
of his wife in Highlands, N. C. 


Kennedy was stage director for 
two years before becoming produc- 
tions manager in 1944. McArthur 
has waved the baton since 1945. 
and Barratt was scenic artist for 
the enterprise for several years be- 
fore assuming his present chore 
five years ago. 


Webster’s Bard Troupe 
To Tour 107 Cities in 28 
Wks. at Guarantees 


The Margaret Webster Shakes- 
pearean Co., going out on tour for 
its second season on bookings by 
Sol Hurok and National Concert & 
' Artists Corp., is making a few 
changes based on last season’s ex- 
periences. Unit, which gave) 
“Hamlet” and “Macbeth” last year, 
played some theatre stands and 
some percentage dates, both of 
which proved costly. This season, 
the group, which is offering “Ju- 
lius Caesar” and “Taming of the 
Shrew,” ‘will play mostly college, 
civic group and femme club one- 
and two-night dates, and be han- 
died as a concert rather than a 
legit attraction. Production is be- 
ing sold at from $1,000 to $2,000 a 
performance, based on size of the 
auditorium. 


Troupe, traveling in bus and 
| truck, will visit 107 cities over a 
period of 28 weeks. About 70% 
are return dates, and there could 
have been more. But Miss Webster 
'wanted to try new territory for, 
| the balance. NCAC's Selma War- | 
lick straightened out with Equity | 
the problem of mileage, after sev- | 
eral actors complained last season | 
about excessive hops between | 
dates. Where the troupe was al-| 
lowed 250 miles between nightly | 
dates, this year the limit has been 
cut to 200 miles generally, and to 
150 miles in the east. Last season, | 
weekend travel limit was 500 miles. 
This season, troupe is limited to. 
400-mile hops on two weekends a. 
‘month, with the other two week- | 
ends limited to 200 miles each. 


_ Michael Linenthal is sponsoring | 
the troupe at Woodstock theatre, 
Woodstock, N. Y., Oct. 6-8, with 
both plays presented, troupe then 
opening its regular tour Oct. 10 at 
Rhode Island State College, Kings- | 
ton, R. I. Louisa Horton, Kendall | 
Clark and David Lewis have lead- 
ing roles. 








Theatre-On-Tour Out 
Minneapolis, Sept. 20. 

The U. of Minnesota is financing 
and sponsoring the newly formed 
_Theatre-On-Tour, which will send 
out an Equity company doing “The 
| Hasty Heart” on a limited tour of 
‘the midwest, playing colleges, 
clubs and civic setups. The N. Y. 
Theatre Guild is co-sponsor, hav- 
ing acted in an advisory capacity 
by picking director and cast. 

“Heart” is being produced by 
John Rust, supervisor of U. S. 
Steel’s radio shows in N. Y., who 
conceived the Theatre-On-Tour 
setup. Martin Manulis is the di- 
rector, with all-Equity group con- 
sisting of Barbara Ames, Edward 
Horner and William Kester, who 
will be featured, and Kenneth 
Tower, John Malcolm, David 
Ryan, Lee Madden, Bill Smillie, 
Lee Marvin and Prudence Trues- | 
dale. Chase Soltez will be stage 
manager. Weekly nut should run 
from $4,000 to $5,000. 

Cast will travel in two autos, | 
with crew and equipment in sep- 
arate truck. Troupe will visit 60 
towns from Minnesota to Texas, | 
covering 11,000 miles. Play opens 
on U. of Minnesota campus Sept. | 


|sary next week. 


| far. 


Ken Murray, who got a 5-4 ver- 


his “Blackouts,” is doing surpris- 
ingly big business at the Ziegfeld, 
where his vaude-revue opened 
Sept. 6 after a run of over seven 
years in Hollywood. The vet vau- 
devillian, who is emcee and the 
show's cg-producer (with former 
Cincinnati attorney David W. Sie- 
gel), has his own reasons for the 
surprising strength of the variety 
entertainment. ; 

“For one thing,” says Murray, 
“we're playing to just folks. Folks 
is folks whether they come to El 
Capitan on the Coast or the Zieg- 
feld in New York. Also, consider- 
ing that Los Angeles county only 
has a population of 1,500,000 and 
we played to 5,000,000 attendees, 
it’s a cinch they came from wider 
geographical points. And so it is 
here. We've noticed that already 
via the mail orders from Fort 


| Worth and Minneapolis, Cincinnati 


and Bridgeport. I guess, too, most 
of the so-called ‘wise mob’ ove;- 
looked the impact of that fine Pete 
Martin piece in the Saturday Even- 
ing Post the very first week we 
opened in New York. It’s certainly 
been a terrific trailer for us. 
“Anyway,” says Murray, “an- 
other thing we all overlooked is 
this: I am what might be called a 
‘road’ comedian. For 25 years I've 
hit the road. I only appeared once 


on Broadway, in Earl Carroll's 
‘Sketchbook,’ i.e. outside of the 
Palace.” 


The brokers’ buy of 550 seats, 
with a 10% return, is frequently 
being exceeded, says Murray, with 
requests for 70 to 100 seats addi- 
tionally. “The brokers tells us that 
if people are going to compare 
everything to ‘South Pacific’, con- 
tinues the comedian, “they 
shouldn't overlook the fact that our 
prices are half of the cost of any 
big hit musical, and don’t think 
that anything at $3.60 isn’t con- 
sidered a bargain, especially in a 
price-conscious era.” 

“Blackouts” has been grossing 
around $25,000 since it opened and 
can go to $40,000. Paradoxically, 
the seat sales are best downstairs. 


SHOW OF MONTH CLUB 
HAS 2,750 SUBSCRIBERS 


Show of the Month Club, con- 
troversial ticket-buying organiza- 
tion, celebrates its first anniver- 
Club, founded 
last October by Sylvia Siegler, the- 
atre party agent, now has 2,750 
subscribers, 60° of whom pay $15 
a year for an orchestra subscrip- 
tion, 40° paying $11 yearly for 
balcony subs. Membership entitles 
them to buy two seats a month to 
shows picked by the club. 


First selertion this season (Oc- 
tober) is “Double Bill.” “Lost in 
the Stars” is alternate choice for 
October. “Montserrat” is the selec- 
tion for November. 


Club is now in a position to 
guarantee close to $25,000 advance 
to any show it makes its selection 
(this exclusive of theatre parties). 
Between theatre parties and sub- 
scribers, the Club has sold more 
than $350,000 worth of tickets so 
When Club reaches 5,000 
members, expected by next Febru- 
ary, Miss Siegler plans to close the 
rolls, fearing excessive member- 
ship might cause inefficiency. With 
5,000 members, theoretical acegnce 
guarantee would reach $50,000. 








‘People’ Opens Season 
Oct. 17 in Montreal 


Montreal, Sept. 20, 
Legit season gets underway at 
His Majesty’s Oct. 17,, when Wil- 
liam L. Taub, in association with 
Brian Doherty, offers “People Like 
Us,” starring Ann Dvorak and Sid- 
ney Blackmer. 


New murder drama. presented 
last summer in London and based 
on the events that led up to the 
Thompson-Bywaters case, one of 
the most sensational murder cases 
in British jurisprudence, will be 
directed by Clarence Derwent. 
Supporting cast will include Don 
Castle, Ernest Cossart, Mary 
Young, Viola Roache, Brooke By- 
ron, Stephen Gray, Elfrida Der- 
went, Edward Cooper, Arthur Lou- 


ilias and Helen Baron. 
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Despite = of _mapaguiastty + 
f theatre es with actors an 
producers and definite nix by a ‘Salesman’ Ady e 
couple of managements on such anc . 
Nearly 906 in Chi 


, producers in general this 
yen seem to be particulariy anx- 
Chicago, Sept. 20. 
“Death cf a Salesman,” which 


jous to arrange parties for their 
new shows. This applies to prom- 

inent managements and some of | opened last night (19) at the 
the season’s prospective biggest Erlanger theatre, chalked up near- 
shows. Most producers want the- | ly $90,000 in advance sales, with 
atre parties this fall, according to mail orde-s coming from as far 
Ivy Larric, president of the Assn. | away as Seattle, Washington. Hank 
of Theatrical Benefit Agents, and  Senber, p.a. for “Salesman,” claims 
various members of the association, | requests for tickets have steadily 
she says, have as many parties as streamed in from Denver, Cedar 
they want. Rapids, Memphis, New Orleans, 

There are about 40 parties sold Des Moines and Los Angeles. . 

for “Montserrat,” the Gilbert Mil-| Senber has also been receiving 
ler-Kermit Bloomgarden produc- letters from theatre managers in 
tion of the Lillian Hellman adapta-| the above cities, asking him to 
tion of the Emmanuel Robles play. | “exert every pressure possible” in 


Maurice Evans’ “Double Bill” has 
almost 30 parties sold. Katharine 
Cornell’s “That Lady” has 20 par- 
ties sold. The Playwrights Co.’s 
“Lost in the Stars” (“Cry the Be- 
loved Country”) and Cheryl Craw- 
ford’s musical version of “The Lit- 
tle Foxes,” the Marc Blitzstein 
“Regina,” each has between 25 and 
30 parties sold. George Abbott's 


| getting the play to hit their towns. 


From the critics’ response here, 
however, it looks as if it will be a 
long, long time before the com- 
pany takes to the road. 


Equity Sifts Beefs 








“Touch and Go” has sold over 30. | 


The agents, says Miss Larric, 
have just started selling parties on | 
the Herman Levin-Oliver Smith | 
musical production of Anita Locs’ | 
“Gentlemen Prefer Blondes.” 


By Strawhats On 
i tak pe Se ce Rehearsal Raps 


agents could sell as many as 50.| Equity admits it has received 
Richard Krakeur and Robert L. several charges preferred against 


Joseph, planning to revive Strind- actors by strawhat managers on 


berg’s “The Father,” have just grounds of rehearsal violations, 
made that play available to the and such charges are being sifted 
agents. now. Matter is only one angle of 


Theatre agents, says Miss Lar- 
ric, have had better cooperation 
from producers this season than 
in any previous year. Feeling also 
applies to the theatreowners, such 
as City Playhouses Co. and the 
Shuberts. Latter have been late 
this season in arranging their 
bookings, but will work with the 
theatre party agents. 


various problems affecting sum- 
mer theatre which the talent union 
is considering. 


One barn producer, who claims 
that until this year he never book- 
ed a star who didn’t rehearse a 
full week, said that this year when 
he started booking he had the 
choice of having no stars or have 
them walk in the last minute with 
practically no rehearsal. The star 











because he knew the play well, 


> " | would look good on opening night 
Cowles-Zimbalist, Jr., | 


Map Broadway Prod. 
For Menotti ‘Consul’ 


Chandler Cowles and Efrem Zim- 
balist, Jr.. who produced Gian- 
Carlo Menotti’s double-bill, “The 
Medium” and “The Telephone,” on 
Broadway two seasons ago, have | 
acquired rights to Menotti’s newest 
music work, “The Consul.” Duo is 
planning a series of auditions for 
sponsors next month, hoping for a 
Broadway production starting mid- 
December. 


“The Consul” is a three-act work 
in the grand opera style, and for a 
time was reported due for a preem 
with the N. Y. City Opera Co. Dif- 
ferences of opinion on staging be-| 
tween Laszlo Halasz, opera com- 
pany head, and Menotti are be- 
lieved to have nixed that idea. Me- 
notti is reported more anxious for 
a Broadway than an opera house 
presentation, due to the success of 
“The Medium,” though “The Con- 
sul” is reported more opera than | 
musical. “The Medium” played a 
season on Broadway, then toured a. 
Season, and has been playing the 
strawhat circuit ail summer. 


; ’ 
REWRITTEN FOR B’WAY 
“Music in My Heart,” musical | 

about composer Peter Ilych Tchai- 
kovsky which had a brief run on 
Broadway two seasons ago, has 
been revised, and auditions are 
now being held for another N. Y. | 
production, under title of “Lady | 
From Paris.” Patsy Ruth Miller, 
ex-film actress who did the book, 
has revised the script and four new 
Scenes have been added. Franz) 
Steininger, who adapted the Tchai- | 
kovsky melodies that made up the 
Score, and conducted the orches- 
tra, will produce the show with 
Eugene King. Henry Duffy spon- 
sored the original production. 
Steininger and King bought the 
costumes of the original show, but 
Furth Uliman is making an entire- 
new scenic production neces- | 
Sitated by the script changes. Pro- 
duc :rs are negotiating with Robert 


Alda t 1 
Tel Fan the male lead af 








| 
| 


and the resident actors had to take 
their “business” from him, but the 
local troupers looked bad because 
of insufficient rehearsal with the 
star. 


On the other hand, with prac- 
tice becoming more prevalent of 
a star playing the strawhat circuit 
on a guest policy week after week, 
there is no more opportunity for 
a full week of rehearsals with a 
local group. A Sunday and Mon- 
day are usually all he can give. 
But complaint has been that stars 
don't live up to their contractual 
rehearsal date even when it is a 
Sunday-Monday rehearsal date. 
And because they might have 
booked a Sunday performance at_ 
the previous date, they couldn't 
possibly live up to their contract. 

These conflicts in time are one | 
of the primary difficulties for | 
Equity, because some spots play 
Monday through Saturdays, and 
others Tuesday through Sunday. 
And arrival dates are not clearly 
specified in contracts, or the con- 
flict isn't discovered until after the 
pact is signed. 

Another Equity problem is that 
of members who play in non- 
Equity companies. Another is a 
bonding policy for strawhats. 
Equity requires a two-week bond, 
which doesn’t always cover spe- 
cific situations. On the other hand, 
it admits it can’t expect a man- 
ager to post a whole season's bond 
at the beginning of the summer. 
Equity wants better protection for 
itself, but admits it hasn't found 


'the answer to this problem. 





Chi’s Regal Into Legit 
For Wk. With ‘Lucasta’ 


Chicago, Sept. 20. 


Managements Particularly Anxious 
For Theatre Parties This Year 


Charlotte Greenwood’s 
Hollywood ‘Mama’ 


Hollywood, Sept. 20. 
“I Remember Mama,” with Char- 
lotte Greenwood starring, will open 
at El Capitan here Oct. 10. Russell 
Lewis and Howard Young are pro- 
ducing. Russell Fillmore directs. 
Producers have taken El Capitan 
for a limited run. Top price will 
be $2.40, first time “Mama” has 
played at that scale. 


Innocents’ Saves 
Via Barn Tryout 


Using a _ strawhat town in- 
stead of the usual spots for try- 
out of their new play, “The Inno- 
cents,” will effect quite a saving 
for Richard Aldrich and Richard 
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Myers, who are presenting the Wil- 
liam Archibald play at the Pocono 





Playhouse, Mountainhome, Pa., this SJ ® 9 
week, in association with Thomas ] a 
}and Ann Noyes. Show, which was | 


| set to open last night (Tues.), to go 


' rected. 


'“Smile of the World,” maintaining 


Regal theatre, Balaban & Katz's | 


leading Negro pic house in Chi, 
will go iegit for one week, Oct. 7, 
with nine performances of “Anna 


Lucasta.” It’s the first legit for the | 


Regal and first full-length legit to 
be presented in a pic house here in 
last 15 years. Admission will be 
at $1.67 plus tax for main floor, 
going down to $1 plus tax for the 
balcony. 

Production will feature James 
Edwards, who played the Negro 
role in the “Home of the Brave” 
film, and Janice Kingsiow, in the 
original Hilda Simms part. 


through Sunday (25), won't have | 
any further out - of - town run, st an 
plan being to open on Broadway | e 


in early November, with interven- 


ing time spent in revisions, if nec- | 
essary, and rehearsals. With ay ‘ urrent ace 
strawhat stock set, cheaper rental 


terms, etc., Aldrich figures the 
Mountainhome tryout will cost a 
fifth of a New Haven break-in. 
Producers reportedly decided on 
a strawhat tryout instead of the 
regular way because they feel that 
in this work, based on the Henry 
James’ supernatural thriller of 
1898, they have a very “special” 
play. It will be either in or out, ts 
the general feeling, with no in-be- 
tween chances, and this week 
should tell. Producers’ arrange- 
ment with Equity was a special 
one; Equity has a new tryout con- 
tract calling for two weeks’ rehear- 


sals and one week tryout. Salaries | 


are higher than for summer stock. 
Producers might have tried the 
play out at a more prominent sum- 
mer spot, like Olney, Md., or New 
Hope, Pa., but decision was made 
so late that booking couldn't be 
set up. Mrs. Rowena Stevens, op- 


“Miss Liberty,” the Irving Ber- 
| lin-Robert E. Sherwood-Moss Hart 
musical at the Imperial, N. Y., con- 
tinues to confound the critics and 
point up its pull as an “audience 
show.” Show last week, its 10th, 
grossed over $44,900, which was 
SRO with standees. It was its best 
' week to date. Throughout the mu- 
sical’s run, business has been very 
close to capacity, only one week, 
the fifth, falling under $40,000. 
Gross that week was about $39,200. 
The following week the show 
jumped back to a capacity $44,000. 


The show opened to an advance 
of about $450,000. Yet today's ad- 
vance is over $200,000, despite a 
drop to be expected following the 
mixed notices. Show also has had 
no theatre parties. 

Producers have been mulling a 


|second company for the road this 
|'season, feeling that the patriotic 
nature of the musical would make 
it an excellent road show property. 
But high costs of duplicating the 
production have nixed the idea. 
It's also pointed out that the mu- 
sical’s sets were originally done in 
the early summer slack season, 
when costumers and builders were 
virtually idle. Now, with the new 
season under way, costs have again 


erator of the Mountainhome thea- 
tre, gave them some very good 
terms. 

Play marks the first tryout for 
the Pocono spot, which has been 
operating for two seasons. Mrs. 
Stevens built the playhouse, re- 
puted one of the more elaborate 
of the postwar summer theatres. 

New sets and costumes will have | 
to be built for the N. Y. showing 
of “The Innocents” to comply with gone up 
Peron Sh wou |g erie ct ofthe shew wa 
character cast headed by Leueen $191.¢ onsiderably apter, a 
MacGrath. | $250,000 it was budgeted for. “Miss 
Liberty” was also fortunate in its 
Philly tryout, playing four capacity 
weeks for a $172,700 take, and 


Kanin Commitment On |making money, —— of the 
° ° / usual losses, t tay. 

Two Scripts Without | ““heriin points to last week's $44,- 

° 900 gross giving the show a profit 

Any Playwrights Tie on the week of about $10,100, at 


; which rate the show, which opened 
Commitment by Garson Kanin jn July. should pay off by next 
this fall of his two new plays, “The January. 
Rat Race,” to Leland Hayward, and clin h lways contended 
“For Men Only” to Mike Todd, a8 qt it vas rommorcial. « 


: ; that it was a commercial, audience 
well as his jumping around of pro- | chow, and felt that, if given half a 
ducers, have occasioned a 


litle chance, it would overcome the bad 
surprise. 


set of notices. He points to the 
Max Gordon produced Kanin’'s ld 
“Born Yesterday” (‘as well as his approsimate 446,008 copies se 


wife, Ruth Gordon's, “Over 21” of the score, of which “Old Fash- 


i a . he “Hit 
and “Years Ago). Then. on his own, Parade” last ey is the on 
in association with Miss Gordon, stander, followed by “I Love You” 
Victor Samrock and _ William 


Fields, Kanin presented Donald and "Bomewers. 


Samrock and Fields ‘both connec. TOD) PUSHES PLANS 
FOR ‘AIDA,’ ‘MEN’ ONLY 


ed with the Playwrights Co.) next 
presented Miss Gordon's “The 
Leading Lady,” which Kanin di-| 

Failure to get the stars he had 

sought has forced Mike Todd to 

give up his “Two-a-Day” vaude 


Last season, the Play- 
wrights Co. produced Kanin's 
revue for the Winter Garden, N. Y., 
and he will now devote his time to 
two shows he has on his schedule 
Todd, though he hasn't cast his 
~ “My Darlin’ Aida” as yet, expects 
New Haven Rep. Outfit ww ve ready for a Phiiadeiphia 
New Haven, Sept. 20. tryout Dec. 26. His other planned 
As result of efforts of Michael legiter is “For Men Only,” the 
Case. who acted in summer stock Garson Kanin comedy, which he 
at nearby North Haven this season, started casting this week. He has 
new group has been formed to con- no idea when that will be ready 
tinue with a repertory there. Group for rehearsal. 7 
is the North Haven Players, Inc., Meanwhile, “As the Girls Go, 
with 70% Equity cast and some lo- the Bobby Clark starrer, which is 
cal talent. Opening is Friday (23) being presented by Todd, resumed 
with “Candlelight.” last week at the Broadway after a 
Group is trying to raise $5,000 summer layoff, shifting from the 
among North Haven localites to Winter Garden, where it originally 
make this an all-year-round setup. opened. 








the Playwrights’ tie with Kanin. 
But neither of this fall's two 

scripts, it’s reported, was made 

available to the Playwrights. 








LEGITIMATE 57 
Police Gazette Acts on Unauthorized 
+ The Police Gazette, which fig- 
N ks M ull Kat ’ ures prominently in the Irving 
wac 
pe . a € Hart musical, “Miss Liberty,” at 
For Stockholm Date the Imperial, N. Y., plans to take 
some action against the show's 
Possibility of a Stockholm pro- ter didn’t get authorization from 
duction of “Kiss Me, Kate” is be- the PG to use its name. Action 
wack. - The playwriting team who cording to H. H. Roswell, PG’s 
did “Kate” with Cole Porter, are owner-publisher. It will, however, 
to Sweden was srranged by Per crred,-so-that thare- wit 
Hammaren, one of the managers be no precedent set for someone 
Winnie von Kantzow, with the consent. The PG will also ask 
Theatre Guild in New York. for some monetary consideration 
hagen Saturday (17). They will The PG is prominently featured 
also visit Paris before returning in “Miss Liberty,” with Mary Me- 
femme PG reporter. One of the 
big production numbers is a Po- 
is displayed prominently on “Miss 
Liberty's” curtain, etc. 
a trip abroad, left the U. S. before 
“Miss Liberty” opened on Broad- 
discussing the situation with his 
attorneys. Feeling is not only that 
where others can use its title, since 
“Miss Liberty” didn’t get any onay. 
whether, since the name is used 
in the show, there will be a ques- 
for films or tele. 
The PG name has been used in 
was paid in every case. There was 
a special deal in the case of Mike 
has been used by Charles Chaplin 
and Walt Disney, and in such films 
cific,” “The Harvey Girls,” and 
others. In the case of 20th-Fox’'s 
O’Grady,” where advance consent 
wasn't obtained, PG sued on its 
property, and 20th settled for 
$11,500. 
thing about the authorization an- 
gle, it properly belonging in the 
the musical’s book. Sherwood, 
who is in England, is being noti- 
explanation. Berlin once paid kudo 
to the PG, when he wrote a song 
1937, titled “The Girl on the Po- 
lice Gazette.” 
PG on the legiter is the mag’s 
feeling that with over 100 years’ 
anyone doing a costume period play 
or film of the 1880's or 1890's, and 
helps to set the mood or stage for 
a particular scene. 
Upset Boston Reviewers 
After None All Summer 
There are three shows scheduled 
to open in Boston on the night of 
bling about the vagaries of the 
United Booking Office. 
in Boston all summer long; only 
one show is current; two are inked 
opening Oct. 10. The three plays 
are the Lunts’ “I Know My Love,” 
Hub; “Anne of the 16000 Days,” 
which goes there direct from its 
It isn't thought likely that the 
Lunts of “Anne” will defer to a 
gina” might. Last-named will be 
playing a three-day New Haven 


1] . 3 * e * 
se of Its Name in ‘Miss Liberty 
Berlin-Robert EE. Sherwood-Moss 
Stockholm, Sept. 13. producers, on grounds that the lat- 
ing mulled by Sam and Bella Spe- isn’t likely to take legal form, ac- 
currently visiting here. Their trip be a request for admission that the 
of the Englinds Teaterforlog, and else to use the PG name without 
The Spewacks leave for Copen- for the name's use. 

to the U. S. Carty, one of the leads, playing a 
lice Gazette Ball, and the PG name 
Roswell, who just returned from 
way. Since his return, he’s been 
the PG has been put in a position 
But the publisher is also worried 
tion of control if the show is sold 
legit and films before, but the PG 
Todd's “Star and Garter.” Name 
as “Casey at the Bat,” “Union Pa- 
use of the name in “Sweet Rosie 
claim that the title was a valuahie 
Berlin and Hart don’t know any- 
province of Sherwood, who wrote 
fied of the hassle for a possible 
for 20th’s “On the Avenue,” in 
Added impetus for action by the 
publication, the PG is valuable to 
that the use of the title alone 

3 Bookings on One Nite 

Boston, Sept. 20. 
Oct. 10, and Hub critics are grum- 
Beef is that there was no legit 
in ahead, and then comes a triple 
which begins its tryout tour in the 
Shubert, N. Y., run, and “Regina.” 
Tuesday opening, although “Re- 
engagement prior to Boston. 


Marcella Burke Rewrite 
On ‘Tonight We Dance’ 


The Marcella Burke and Gladys 
Unger comedy, “Tonight We 
Dance.” which toured the U. S. in 
1939, has been completely rewrit- 
ten by Miss Burke. Play will be 
offered this fall at the Annie Rus- 
sell theatre at Rollins College, 
Winter Park, Fla., under its new 
title, “Moon Music.” 

The original production starred 








‘Ruth Chatterton. 
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Comedies Draw Best in Strawhats, 
Survey of Barn Operators Reve 


Light, escapist 


survey of barn theatres, 


summer season now closed, shows | 


that comedies, with one or two 
notable exceptions, drew best. 

Mrs. Maude Hartwig, director of 
the Ogunquit (Me.) Playhouse, re- 
ported that comedies paid off best 
at her spot. So did Melville Burke, 
_of Lakewood theatre, Skowhegan, 
Me., who thought that fis auii- 
ences sought escapist entertain- 
ment because of “world conditions, 
national and international insecur- 
ity, and universal fear.” “Summer 
audiences fundamentally want a 
pleasant evening in a theatre, as 
against a serious one,” said Wil- 
liam Miles, of the Berkshire Play- 
house. Stockbridge, Mass. “And 
with only a week to rehearse, a 
better polish can be gotten with a 
light play.” 

“Light comedies always draw 
the best,” reported Richard Ald- 
rich of Cape theatre, Dennis, Mass., 
“although Eva Le Gallienne’s unit 
production of “The Corn Is Green” 
was probably the outstanding tour- 
ing unit of the past several sea- 
sons.” 

Sara Stamm, of Newport (R.1.) 
Casino, found the newer comedies 
the best draws. “The Medium,” 
she said, “was the worst, calling it 
“caviar to the general.” On the 
other hand, “The Medium” drew 
$9,500 in a week at Olney, Md., al- 
most SRO. Several operators re- 


ported the classics as being the 
worst draws. John Lane, at Fair- 
haven (Mass.) Summer theatre, 
found “The Glass Menagerie” his 
biggest b.o. entry. Two biggest 
weeks at Lewis Harmon's Chapel 
Playhouse, Guilford, Conn., were 
“Lady in the Dark” with Carol 
Bruce, and “Anna Lucasta” with 


Ann Dvorak. 


On the other hand, Blake John- 
son, Il, of North Shore Players, 
Marblehead, Mass., saw no differ- 
ence in various type plays. “It de- 
pends on the excellence of the play 
and production itself,” he said, “no 
matter what type.” Theron Bam- 
berger, of Bucks County Playhouse, 
New Hope, Pa., similarly said: “We 
have failed with comedies and suc- 
ceeded with dramas. There is no 
rule. In general we don’t do as 
well with thrillers.” 

Martin Manulis of Westport 
(Conn.) Country Playhouse, report- 
ed that “any play goes well at West- 
port if it is a well-written and well- 
cast production. We do less well 
when we book in plays as a unit 
than when we create the entire 
production.” Similarly, 
wrote: ‘Most summer theatre man- 
agers still dislike package shows 
intensely because stars usually con- 
tinue to surround themselves with 
inferior casts and we all prefer to 
cast our own productions.” 





Ann Harding Sells Out 
New Hope, Pa., Sept. 20. 
Theron Bamberger closed 16- 
week season Saturday to SRO biz, 
with Ann Harding turning them 
away in “Yes, My Darling Daugh- 
ter.” Mark Reed comedy drew 
good notices. Jean Gillespie, Robin 
Craven, Henry Jones and Ruth 
White were featured in production 
staged by William Weaver with 
setting by David Repa. 
Eva LeGallienne in “The Corn 
Is Green,” week before (Sept. 5), 
proved only so-so b.o. 





Mt. Playhouse Extends Season 
Pittsburgh, Sept. 20. 

Mountain Playhouse, Jenners- 
town, Pa., oldest strawhat in this 
district and presently having the 
best summer in its history, will ex- 
tend season through first week in 
October. That'll give the 480-seater 
18 and a half weeks. 

Season will end with “Angel 
Street.” which opens Oct. 3 and 
runs through Oct. 8. White Barn 
theatre, Irwin, Pa., about 18 miles 
from downtown, wound up 12-week 
schedule Saturday (17), with warm 
weather take just about even with 
last year’s. which means a healthy 
profit. Newest strawhatter around, 
Little Lake theatre, folds this 
weekend (24) after a good 13-week 
season. 





Olney Balked on Record 
Olney, Md., Sept. 20. 
Critical 


Arthur, Helen Hayes’ daughter. 
which cancelled last four perform- 
ances of “Good Housekeeping” at 
Olney theatre, washed out a record- 
breaking take for this strawhat. 
Show, including an extra Friday 
matinee, was sold out weeks in ad- 
Vance, with the 120 unreserved 


Aldich | 


| quite 


iliness of Mary Mac- | 


standees allowed by the law well 


ake for the nine performances, 
including three week-end matinees, 


‘would have been $12,600, with 


house scaled at $3 nights and $1.80 


matinees, exceeding the $12,500 of | 
“Private , 


Tallulah Bankhead in 
Lives” earlier in the season. With 
the weekend emergency resulting 
in darkness final two days, gross 
stood at $7,200 for the five ner- 
formances, with a cash refund of 
$4,300 for reserved seat holders | 


plus the potential $1,000 for unre- | 


served seats and standees. 


Allenberry’s Click Season 
Boiling Springs, Pa., Sept. 20. 
Allenberry Playhouse closed a 

successful inaugural season last 
week, winding up with a two-week 
engagement of “Voice of the 
Turtle.” The 1ll-week schedule, 
which opened July 2, found pro- 
ducer Charles A. B. Heinze in the 
black in all save two weeks. 


London Gets 2 Hits In 
‘Treasure, ‘Rhapsody’; 
Ivor Novello in 7th 


London, Sept. 20. 

“Treasure Hunt,” comedy by M 
J. Farrell and John Perry, which 
opened at the Apollo Wednesday 
(14), is a well-sustained laugh- 
maker, dominated by a magnificent 
performance from Sybil Thorn- 
dike. In this frolic of an im- 
poverished Irish family who take 
paying guests from England, the 
star-studded cast includes Lewis 
Casson, Marie Lohr and Irene 
Browne. 


“King’s Rhapsody,” at the 





Pal- 


ace, Sept. 15, the seventh big mu-| 


sical by Ivor Novello, undoubtedly 
has hit the jackpot, with acclaim 
from firstnighters and press. With 
romantic period setting, it is lavish- 
ly staged, beautifully gowned and 
has an excellent chorus supporting 
stars. Vanessa Lee, unknown to 
London, becomes a new star as a 
young Queen. Sisters Phyllis and 
Zena Dere were warmly welcomed 
and Novello, as an exiled king, had 
an overwhelming reception. With 
heavy advance bookings, show 
looks set for a lengthy stay. 


U. S. SOPRANO SCORES 





AS ZURICH FILL-IN LEAD 


Zurich, Sept. 13. 

U. S. soprano Kathryn Harvey 
served with both the local press 
and public with her performance 
in the leading role of Verdi's 
“Traviata” at 
here. Miss Harvey was inked in 
unexpectedly, when the 
| Stadttheatre’s coloratura soprano, 
| Sari Barabas, was hurt in an acci- 


dent. Latter won't be abie to per- , 


form for some time. 
Critics referred to Miss Harvey 
as “the biggest surprise in years.” 


Party Ticket Buyers 





Promise Legit Reforms 


In effort to improve alleged 
abuses in theatre party setups, 250 
party ticket buying chairwomen 
| decided on four resolutions at a 
' meet hold in New York yesterday 

| (Tues.). These were an agreement 

to limit ticket markups to a maxi- 
mum of $20 a pair; not to overbuy; 
to announce an early curtain giv- 
ing subscribers a 15-minute leeway 
until the show actualy starts, and 
, to raise the level of plays offered, 
by not concentrating only on musi- 
cals and comedies. 

The conference was called by 
Sylvia Seigler, head of the Show 
of the Month club. Speakers, be- 
side Miss Seigler, included actor 
Harry Clarke, Ben Boyar, general 
manager for Max Gordon; Lou 
Cooper, SOTM critic; Mrs. Gladys 
Gold, head of the women's Philan- 
thropic League, and publicist Ar- 
,thur Cantor. 


ATTERBURY’S 3D SEASON 


Albany, Sept. 20. 
Malcolm Atterbury will open 
his third season of stock in “First 

Lady” at the Playhouse, Oct. 11. 
Other plays due are “Our Town,” 
“Pygmalion,” “Light Up the Sky,” 
“Harvey” and “Yes, My Darling 
Daughter.” All productions will 

run a minimum of two weeks. 





the Stadttheatre, | 


Lillie Sails for U. S. 
To Resume ‘U.S.A.’ Tour 
London, Sept. 20. 


Bea Lillie is sailing Thursday 
(22) on the Queen Mary for the 
|U. S. to resume tour in “Inside 
|U.S.A.” She'll be sole star now, 


entertainment | seats »lus maximum number of with Lew Parker, who replaces 
trawhat roost. A 
still rules the s with the | assured for every performance. 


Jack Haley, in featured role. Haley 
‘dropped out for a pending film 
deal. 

Tour is set to open in Toronto 
Oct. 10 and work its way to the 
Coast. Set thus far for 16 weeks, 
it may add another eight weeks. 


3 ‘Army’ Cast Members 
Walk Out in Protest Of 
Balto Segregation 


Baltimore, Sept. 20 

Mike Kellin, Jerry Jarrett and 
Bernard Kates, three members of 
the original Broadway cast of “At 
War With the Army,” which is 
booked for one week at the Mary- 
land, starting tonight (Tues.), have 
refused to perform, on grounds of 
the theatre's segregation policy. 
They've been here instead to join 
| with the Baltimore Citizen's Com- 
| mittee Against Segregation in a 
protest meeting to be held tonight. 

Actors wanted to stay in the play, 
they say, and picket the theatre 
before and after performances, but 
when they were told ¢{his would be 
in violation of their Equity con- 
tract, they backed out. Equity’s 
segregation policy extends only to 
Washington, and union claimed it 
couldn't interfere in the Baltimore 
situation. Actors forfeited their 
week's pay here. Equity hasn't 
taken any stand in the matter, with 
local producers thus far having 
preferred no charges on contract 
violation. 


PLAINFIELD STOCK SET, 
SPONSORED BY C. OF C. 


Plainfield, N. J., Sept. 20. 


Actors Theatre ‘49, an Equity 
company, is opening a five-week 
series of stock here at the Park 
hotel playhouse tonight (20), with 
a performance of “Belvedere,” 
starring Arthur Treacher. This is 
Gwen Davenport's legit script 
based on the 20th-Fox film, “Sit- 
ting Pretty,”’ and on the 
vedere character created by Miss 
Davenport in her original novel. 
|\Samuel French holds the legit 
| stock rights. 

Resident group will have other 
|'guest stars for remaining plays, 
with Glenda Farrell, in “The Fatal 
Weakness,” the second week; 
Peggy Ann Garner, in “For Love 
or Money,” third stanza, and Billy 
Gilbert, in “The Man Who Came 
|to Dinner,” the fourth week. 
Fifth and final bill hasn't been 
set yet. 

Venture is being backed by 50 
Plainfield citizens, with chamber 
of contmerce aiding. 


Legit Follow-Up 




















As the Girls Go 


(BROADWAY, N.Y.) 

After a six-week layoff and a 
shift from the Winter Garden to 
the Broadway theatre, Mike Todd's 
“As the Girls Go” is back to make 
a run of it. With Bobby Clark as 
the star, and such able support as 
Irene Rich, Kathryn Lee, Hobart 
Cavanaugh and Bill Callahan, 
“Girls” is a better show now f.uan 
originally, ard basis for the im- 
provement lies in the comedy. 

There is more humor with which 
Clark can now play around, there 
having been some topical gags 
inserted, and the sum total has 
all been given a breezier pace. And 
with Clark as the fulcrum of the 
whole proceedings, playing the 
husband of the first woman pres- 
ident of the United States (Miss 
Rich), the veteran comedian gets 
laughs out of the new as weil 
his old standard style of salesman- 
ship. 

There have been a number of 
changes in the girl department, 
and it seems as if the show has 
lost some of its more important 
lookers, but that’s the least of it. 
The songs by Jimmy McHugh and 
Haroid Adamson have been given 
an added flavor since the original 
opening, having had a chance to 
get around. Kahn, 








| Becomes Ft. Wayne Biz Mer. 
Fort Wayne, Ind., Sept. 20. 
Walter Zahrt, former localite. 
has returned to Fort Wayne to be- 
come business manager of the 
| Civie theatre. 


'tumed, material being assembled before either Kerr saw “Ear.” 


Mr. Bel- | 


| 


weekend 


Inside Stuff—Legit 
r 

“Touch and Go,” new George Abbott revue which preems in New 
Haven tonight (Wed.), was collaborated on long-distance, with authors 
Jean and Walter Kerr doing book and sketches in Washington, and 
composer Jay Gorney writing the music in N. Y. Trio compared work 
and notes via phone and mail. Show, titled “Thank You, Just Looking,” 
was tried out last spring at Catholic U., Washington, where Abbott saw 
it and acquired the Broadway rights, changing the title to the present 
one. But the actual genesis of the revue, according to Walter Kerr, 
can be found in a Washington revue of three years ago, “That's Where 
the Money Goes,” to which Mrs. Kerr contributed a number of songs 
and sketches. Shortly after its production the Kerrs decided that they 
would eventually do a revue together, but other projects kept them 


'from it until last October, when they began gathering their material. 


“Touch and Go” didn’t have its genesis in “Lend An Ear,” as erra- 
Mrs. 
Kerr saw “Ear” several times during its Boston tryout, while staying 
in the Hub. 





Strawhats are going to be ruined if they concentrate on the star sys- 
tem, according to Melville Burke, director of Lakewood theatre, Skow- 
hegan, Me. Theatre is a vet strawhat, having just finished its 49th 
season. Writing in Sunday’s (18) N. Y. Times, Burke points out how 
the star system affects production, with the play of secondary impor- 
tance; directors are intimidated, salaries and production cut to offset a 
star’s pay, rehearsals messed up, presentations are inferior. ‘What 
happened in the '20’s to stock companies will happen to strawhats in 
the '50’s,” Burke says, “if managers persist in selling plays through the 
exploitation of prominent actors, film personalities, celebrated stage- 
struck novelists, critics, producers, politicians, pugilists and the like 
whose names are only temporary guarantees of business.”” A manager's 
first consideration, Burke adds, is selection of plays his public will like; 
second, using competent, experienced actors; third, getting a staff that 
can put on a first-class production. “Control must be solely in the 
hands of management, and the star system is definitely at odds with 
such a policy.” 





Authors of a letter in last week's The Nation protesting the recent 
riot at Peekskill, N. Y., and inability of Paul Robeson to give a concert 
there, are Oscar Hammerstein, Edward Choate, Chervl Crawford, Leon 
Kroll, Ruth Gordon, Arthur Miller, Freda Kirchwey, Olin Downes, 
Juanita Hall, Arthur Garfield Hays, Henry Fonda, Gardon Kanin, Louis 
Untermeyer, Lee J. Cobb, Judy Holliday, Howard Bay, Moss Hart, 
Myron McCormick, Richard Watts, John Mason Brown, Uta Hagen, 
Richard Maney and Fred O'Neal. “The views of Mr. Robeson are not 
at issue in this tragedy,” they wrote, “but the right of Americans to 
hold varying views, to express varying views, and the guaranty of this 
right by responsible officials.” Writers called the event “a tragic mo- 
ment for America” and added that “the parallel with Nazi Germany is 
deadly and ominous.” 





Although national company of “Mister Roberts” had its first anni- 
versary during 54-week run in Chicago, where engagement wound up 
Saturday night (17), troupe waited for Pittsburgh to celebrate the event. 
Big party was held onstage following opening performance there at 
Nixon on Monday (19), and Leland Hayward, who produced the hit; 
Joshua Logan, director and co-author, and Herman Bernstein, general 


manager for Hayward, flew on 
“Roberts” stays in Pittsburgh for 
season-long tour. 


Alfred G. Mauro, operating 
Johnny's Ticket Office, and Henry 
Martino, operating Henry’s Ticket 
Office, had their licenses canceled 
last week, bringing to 28 the total 
of licenses revoked or surrendered 
since Investigation Commissioner 
John M. Murtagh started his in- 
quiry Al Morgan, writer on 
WCBS, N. Y., ““Lhis Is New York,” 
radio program, spent a week as 
walkon in “Miss Liberty,” using 
data for six airers being broadcast 
this week . Paul Crabtree is work- 


.‘»g on revisions of his play, “Story 


For a Sunday Evening.” He’s to 
direct “Texas, Li'l Darlin’”’ for 
its Broadway bow . Milton Weir, 
attorney for the Shuberts, named 


as counsel for Mayor ODwyer's | i ning in “Goodbye, My Fancy” 


theatre advisory committee .. 
Michael O’Shea no longer holds 


option on Lester Cohen’s drama- 


tization of Thomas Wolfe’s “The 
Web and the Rock.” Script is 


| back in MCA hands. 


Lee Sabinson flew to the Coast 
Sunday (18) in connection with 
visit of ‘“Finian’s Rainbow” to 
L. A. Oct. 3 . William Horne, 
opera tenor who had lead in the 
legiter “Helen Goes To Troy,” ar- 
rives tomorrow (Thurs.) from Eur- 
ope. He was the only U. S. singer 
in the Glyndebourne operas at the 
Edinburgh Festival .. Recent 
week's drive at Westport (Conn.) 
Country Playhouse for the Actors’ 
Fund of America resulted in take | 
of $1,763.55. Fund sec Robert. 
Campbell claims this tops any) 
week's Fund drive receipts in 
over 10 years. 

Designer Norman Bel Geddes is 
seriously looking for scripts, with 
a bankroll of $350,000 behind him 
for legit production. His idea for 
theatres in hotels is beginning to 
loom as possibility, with new fa- 
vorable City Hall attitude towards 
N. Y. legit improvement... Jesse | 
White, current lead in “Born Yes-. 
terday,” slated for leading role in| 
Garson Kanin’s “The Rat Race,” 

Charles Korvin flew to Wilkes 
Barre, Pa., yesterday (Tue.) to of- 
ficiate at fund-raisin campaign 
ANTA is sponsoring be the WB 
Little Theatre . Alexander Knox’s | 
meller, “The Closing Door,” with | 
author in lead, to open in New| 
Haven Nov. 10. Knox flew in to. 
N. Y. from Hollywood over the | 
Kate O’Brien, author 
of “That Lady.” new Katharine | 
Cornell play, due in N. Y. today | 
(Wed.) from Ireland. 

Virginia Card and Harold Pat-| 


from 


Legit Bits 


10 years, 


New York for the shindig. 
three weeks, then takes off on a 





————= 


rick, who starred in a season of 
musical revivals in Little Rock, 
Ark., this summer, doing “Desert 
Song,” “Firefly” and “Vagabond 
King,” finished the season with a 
week of Bizet's “Carmen” in Eng- 
lish. Reece Saxon Price, the pro- 
ducer, sang the role of Carmen. 
James Guthrie conducted the 
whole season. Miss Card plans to 
sing in supper clubs this fall .. . 
Ray Walston has withdrawn from 
cast of the George Abbott revue, 
“Touch and Go” .. . Samson Ra- 
phaelson will have his “The Hu- 
man Nature of Playwriting” pub- 
lished by Macmillan Oct. 18. Book 
is bascd on the playwright’s course 
he conducted at the U. of Illinois 
. Bethel Leslie given featured 


(Martin Beck, N. Y.). Donald Cur- 
tis has taken over the original Sam 
Wanamaker role. Other new cast 
members are Peggy Fenn, Aline 
McDermott, Richard Abbott, Ali- 
son Prescott. 


Lynn Bari will start with Sam 
Levene and Margie Hart in the 
touring company of “Light Up the 
Sky” ... Daniel Nagrin, featured 
dancer of forthcoming “Touch and 
Go,” is husband of Helen Tamiris, 
who will stage the revue’s dances 
. . . George Lipton, last seen in 
“Annie Get Your Gun,” and Den- 
ald Clark added to cast of “Re- 
gina.” Lipton will play Regina's 
brother, Ben .. . Ethel Waters’ ap- 

arance in forthcoming “The 

ember of the Wedding” will 
mark her first Broadway drama in 
or since ‘“Mamba’s 
Daughters” . . . Ian Keith will have 
the Conrad Nagel role in the tour- 
ing company of “Goodbye, My 
Fancy,” headed up by Madeleine 
Carroll. Jean Casto and Robert 
Webber will have other supporting 
leads. 

Emanuel Balaban to take over 
“Regina” conducting chores after 
Maurice Abravanel relinquishes 
his three-week starting stint. ... 
Margaret Hartigan again to handle 
N. Y. City Opera Co. publicity 
chores at N. Y. City Center, with 
Jean Dalrymple and Marian Gra- 
ham doing press on N. Y..City Bal- 
let and the Maurice Evans legit 
repertory season there... Sean 
O’Casey’s “The Silver Tassie,” now 
being offered in New York by an 
off-Broadway group, may be done 
in Israel by the Habimah, who 
have asked for the schript. 

Howard Newman associated with 
Bernard Simon in handling pub- 

(Continued on page 59) 
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Total Legit Grosses 


The following are the comparative figures, based on VARIETY’s 
poroffice estimates for last week ‘the 16th week of the season) 


and the corresponding week of last season: 
7 This Last 
BROADWAY P Season Season 
of shows current............ sede 17 18 
ape played so far by all shows... 246 301 
Total gross for all current shows last week $492,100 $462.900 
Total season’s gross SO far by all shows... $6,433,700 $6,668,100 
Number of new productions so far......... 3 7 

ROAD 
(Excluding Stock) 

Number of current touring shows reported 11 28 
Total weeks played so far by all shows 147 245 


Total road gross reported last week 


Season's total road gross so far 


261.200 $539,200 
$4,081,700 $5,346,800 








Chicago Continues to Perk; ‘Smoke’ 
$18500, ‘Roberts’ $28,300 Finale 


Chicago, Sept. 20. 

Legit activity is on the upbeat 
here with tonight’s (20) opening of 
“Death of a Salesman. Summer 
and Smoke” looked good last week. 
“Mr. Roberts” pulled out Sat. (17) 
after near-record run of 54 weeks, 
and “Kiss Me, Kate” tees off its 
lengthy stay here Thurs. (22). 
“Brigadoon” does a repeat at the 
Great Northern Oct. 2. 

Thi comnanv of “Detective 
Story” will open at the Blackstone 
the last week in October with film 
actor Chester Morris in the lead. 
“Second Man.” with Dennis King, 
is also skedded for a loop house 
opening the latter part of October. 
“Summer and Smoke” has extend- 
ed its Chi stay to Oct. 15, playing 
three weeks beyond Theatre Guild 
sponsorship. 

Estimates for Last Week 

“Death of a Salesman,” Erlanger 
(1.334; $4.33). Opens tonight (20), 
with first three weeks under Guild 


subscription. 

“Mr. Roberts,” Erlanger (54th 
week) (1,334: $4.33). Long run 
closed Sat. (17) with near-SRO 
$28.300. 

“Summer and Smoke,” Harris 
(2nd week) (1,000; $3.71). Guild 


subscriptions fell off but b.o. pick- 
up over last week. Husky 
$18.500. 


U. §.-Manned Cuba Ballet 
Boff in §. America Tour 


Buenos Aires, Sept. 13. 

Ballet Alicia Alonso, Cuban 
dance troupe that opened here 
Aug. 7 for a run ending Aug. 31, 
had such a good season that en- 
gagement has been 
through Sept. 
made up largely of ex-Ballet The- 
atre dancers from N. Y., headed by 





+ 


extended | 
18. This group is | 


j 
| 


' 


ballerina Alicia Alonso. After run) 


here, the troupe will tour the Ar- 
gentine provinces and visit Rio de 
Janeiro and Montevideo. Returns 
here for a month at end of October. 

Troupe is being sponsored by the 
Cuban government, and is paid in 
Latin-American coin, so there is no 
problem of taking out money from 
various countries. There are quite 





‘Finian’ Healthy In 
Kansas City, $27,500 


Kansas City, Sept. 20. 

Road legit season opened here 
last week with “Finian’s Rainbow,” 
in for six days and eight shows, 
Sept. 12-17. in Music Hall. It was 
first show hranught in hw the new 
John Antonello booking agency 
Biz started moderately but hit 
healthy pace last couple of days for 
good $27,500 at $3.50 top. 

Antonello agency has set “Street- 
car Named Desire” for Oct. 28-29, 
and will have Chico Marx show in 
for a one-nighter in mid-October. 


‘SALESMAN’ SELLOUT 
$32,000 IN 2D WK., DET. 


Detroit, Sept. 20. 

“Death of a Salesman” grossed 
an estimated $32,000 in its second 
and final week at the Cass theatre. 
It took in $28,800 in its first week 
under Guild subscription plan. 
Play goes to Chicago for extended 
run 

The Cass wiil now remain dark 
until Oct. 10, when it presents new 
play. “People Like Us,” starring 
Sidney Blackmer and Ann Dvorak. 
“People” will have had its first- 
week tryout in Toronto before com- 
ing here. 

The Shubert-Lafayette still re- 
mains dark after opening the sea- 
son three weeks ago with “Dia- 
mond Lil.” 


Hylton Pacts Spencer 
For Brit. Concert Tour 


London, Sept. 13. 
Kerneth Spencer, Negro concert 
singer, who has just finished a 








‘series of concerts in France, has 


| proceeds to fulfill 


a few U. S. dancers in the troupe. | 


It went on tour after a successful 
home stay in Cuba and managed to 
get out of Guatemala just before 
the recent revolution. Troupe was 
organized by Miss Alonso when 
Ballet Theatre had a season's lay- 
off a year ago. 


‘Mother’ Neat $8,000 
In Wilmington Break-in 


‘ Wilmington, Sept. 20. 
' Life With Mother,” breaking in 
road tour with a three-day stay 
aer at the Playhouse Thursday 
) through Saturday (18), racked 
Up $8,000 for four performances. 
Show, headed by Dorothy Stick- 
hey and Howard Lindsay, is cur- 
rently in Baltimore, at Ford's, for 


two weeks, with 
following a Philadelphia stay 


Shows in Rehearsal 


“Double Bill” Maurice Ev 

lad ans. 
“Gilbert & Sullivan”—S. M. 
Chartock. 

Masty Heart” (road)—Theatre 
Guild-Minnnesota Univ. 


eiress” (| _ . 
Woolfe. road)—Stanley 


ulius Caesar”-“Taming of the 
Shrew” ‘road)—Margaret Webster. 
Co in the Stars” —Playwrights 


“Montserrat”—Gilbert Miller. 


©” My Heart” —Stan- 
ley Woolfe. (road)—Stan 


“People Like Us”—William Taub. 
ne oan —Cheryl Crawford. 
elfth Night”—Roger Stevens. 








been inked by Jack Hylton for a 
concert tour in England next April. 

Spencer, who played in Broad- | 
way legit. is currently touring 
Prague, Vienna and Warsaw, then 
dates in Hol- 
land, returring to Paris for record- 
ings. Then he departs for a con- 
cert tour in. the U. S. and Canada. 


‘Okla.!’ Smash $33,900 
In Start of Cleve. Season 


Cleveland, Sept. 20. 

Fourth annual visit of “Okla- 
homa!” here, kicking off Hanna’s 
season last week, caught a smash- 
ing $33,900 in 1,435-seater at 
$4.35 top. Nearly a sellout. 

House is going dark for. several 
weeks, reopening Oct. 12, but at- 
traction is not yet definitely inked. 
- Roberts” is lined up for Oct. 
4. 


4 Plays for K. C. Outfit 


Kansas City, Sept. 20. 
Resident Theatre, town’s little 
theatre, h‘@ announced a season of 
four plays for 1948-50. Organiza- 
tion will also bring in a name 
guest star for each production. 
Season kicks off Oct. 31 with 
Clifford Odets’ “Golden Boy.” Sec- 
ond “Too Many Thumbs”; third, 
“The Father.” Fourth play will 
be named ‘ater. Resident current- 
ly is angling for a name player 
for guest spot in “Golden Boy.” 
No name deals set for any of the 
others yet. 











‘Edward’ Omaha Sellout ie 


Omaha, Sept. 20. 
Omaha Community Playhouse 
opened its 25th season here last 
Friday (16) with “Edward, My 
Son.” 
Engagement of two weeks is sold 
out to season ticketholders. 









Legit Bits 


licity for “The Madwoman of Chail- 
lot’ and forthcoming Katharine 
Cornell starrer, “That Lady.” 
| J. Charles Gilbert will be company 
manager of the revival of “Twelfth 
Night”. John Tuerk, manager, 
/and Harry Forwood, p.a., will tour 
with “Life With Mother” Karl 
_ Bernstein, already the “Where's 
| Charley?” p.a., will ballyhoo “The 
' Father” Anthony Buttiita is 
John Toohey’s associate for the 
“Brigadoon” tour 

Robert Sherwood due back in 
N. Y. from London Oct. 4... Phil 
Stevenson, legit p.a. and play- 
wright, to do screenplay of Norman 
Mailer’s “The Naked and the Dead” 
for Burt Lancaster’s Norma Pro- 
ductions . Ted Goldsmith going 


out ahead of “Anne of the 1,000 
Days’ when it tours... Alla MIli- 
choun, Christian Dior model who 


toured Europe with Irene Hervey 
in a musical revue, due in N. Y. 
from Paris today ‘Wed... . 
Sarah Marshall, 16-year-old daugh- 
ter of Edna Best and Herbert Mar- 
shall, to make Broadway debut in 
Maurice Evans’ “Double Bill,” in 
which her mother is co-starred . . . 
Henry Stephenson, back on Broad- 
way for first time since 1932, will 
support Katharine Cornell in “That 
Lady.” He's also set to star oppo- 
site Ethel Griffies in one of the 
“Chevrolet on Broadway” tele dra- 
matic series. . . Jay Blackton, mu- 
sicai director for “Miss Liberty” 
(Imperial, N. Y.). will also conduct 
the Arthur Schwartz tele musical 


series, “Inside U.S.A. with Chev- 
rolet.” Charlotte Koehler, 
prominent Dutch actress, in N. Y. 
for a short visit. After trip to 
Coast, she returns to Holland to 
play principal role in “The Mad- 


woman of Chaillot.” . Edward L. 
Bernays, who was abroad recently 
surveying British theatre - going 
habits as part of his overall legit 
survey for the League of N. Y. 
Theatres, expects to have his re- 
port ready for submission in early 
October . Derothy Scott, who 
just signed as general understudy 
for tour of “Goodbye, My Fancy,’ 
with Madeleine Carroll, changed 
her name to Sarah Scott. Under 
rules of Equity, she had to do that 
because there’s another Dorothy 
Scott already on its rolls 


Strawhat Outfit Set For 
Proy., Fall River Stock 


Fall River, Mass., Sept. 20. 

The New Yorkers, strawhat group 
that played in Tiverton, R. I., all 
summer, plans a winter stock sea- 
son in Providence and Fall River, 
thus bringing Fall River the only 
stock in this area. Group will play 
Tuesdays and Wednesdays in Provi- 
dence, at the Hollywood theatre, 
and Thursdays, Fridays and Satur- 
days at Masonic Temple here. 


Alan Lee. who directed at Tiver- | 


ton, will continue for the winter 
session. Group will present “Room 
Service” here this week. 


Pitt Likely to See Bow 


Of Rosemary Casey Play 
Pittsburgh, Sept. 20. 

It’s practically certain that her 
home town will get the first look 
at Rosemarv Casev'’s new play, 
“Mother Hildebrand,” which re- 
cently won her first prize of $5.000 
in contest sponsored by The 
Christophers, Roman _ Catholic 
group. Guthrie McClintic produc- 
tion of the Pittsburgh author's 
werk is tentatively set to preem 
here at Nixon. Nov. 28, then goes 
to Baltimore for another week be- 
fore opening on Broadway, Dec. 12. 

Although she's written a num- 
ber of stage pieces, “Mother Hilde- 
brand” will be the first for Miss 
Casey on Broadway. It's to star 
Grace George and feature veteran 
star’s 21-vear-old grandchild. Bar- 
bara Brady. daughter of Katherine 
Alexander and late Wililam A. 
Brady, Jr. 








TAKE OVER DOWNTOWN NAT'L 

Vera Rosanko and Israe! Rosen- 
berg have taken over the Downtown 
National, N. Y. as an American- 
Yiddish revue theatre. They will! 
present weekly musicals in con- 
densed form. 

Th house will open Oct. 7, with 
a revue by Philip Laskofsky and 
Rosenberg, titled “Laffunites.” 





Schwartz Signs Anna Appel 

The last cast addition to Maurice 
Schwartz's production of Sholem 
Aleichem’'s comedy, “Yosele, the 
Nightingale,” is Anna Appel. 

“Yosele” premieres Oct. 17 at 
;the Yiddish Art theatre, N.Y. 





' 





‘Jones’ Fair $45,000, 
L.A.; ‘Sugar Hill’ $6,200 


Los Angeles, Sept. 20 

Legit remained in the doldrums 
here during the past week, with 
the best b.o. results registered by 
the new “Ice Follies” at the Pan 
Pacific Auditorium “Carmen 
Jones” wound up a second week 
and the season for Gene Mann’s 
Greek theatre productions with 
moderate business. “Sugar Hill,” 
all-colored revue at the small Las 
Palmas, moved along adequately 
enough to be held until Oct. 1. 

Poorest in audience draw was 
Horace Heidt’s “Kids Break Thru,” 
amateur vaude revue in its final 
week at El Capitan. 

Estimates for Last Week 

“Carmen Jones,” Greek theatre 
(2d wk) (4,400; $3.60). Fairish $45.- 
000 

“Ice Follies of 1950,” 
cific Aud.) (Ist wk) (6,150; 
Excellent $93,990.02, 15% 
than opening week last year 

“Kids Break Thru,” El Capitan 
(3d wk), (1,142; $2.40). Poor $7,500 

“Sugar Hill,” Las Palmas (i0th 
wk) (388: $3.60). Okay $6,200. 


(Pan Pa- 
$3.60) 
better 


KATE’ CAPACITY 436, 
‘STREETCAR’ 186, §. F. 


San Francisco, Sept. 20 

“Kiss Me, Kate,” third Civic 
Light Opera production, wound up 
its sixth and final local week Sat. 
(17) at the 1,775-seat Curran with a 
capacity $43,000. Show has grossed 
approximately $250,000 during its 
six-stanza run, equalling “Okla- 
homa!” in payees but grossing 
more because of its higher scale. 
“Oklahoma!” was scaled to $4.20 
while “Kate” had a $4.80 top 

“High Button Shoes,” final Civic 
Light Opera offering, opened Mon- 
day (19) at the Curran, with Eddie 


Foy Jr., in the starring spot. Show 
has a $4.80 top. . 
“Streetcar Named Desire,” with 


Judith Evelyn and Ralph Meeker, 
moved on Saturday (17) after a 
sturdy eight-week session at the 
1,550-seat Geary. Show chalked up 
a strong $18.000 for its final stanza. 
“Afro Cuban Revue” preemed at 
the Geary Sunday (18) with a $3 
top. Moved into town following 
runs in Cuba and Mexico City. 


‘Menagerie’ NG In 
Baltimore at $4,000 


Baltimore, Sept. 20. 

The reopened Maryland here 
failed to hit stride with last week’s 
“The Glass Menagerie,” headed by 
Helen MacKellar, reported under 
$4,000. This is less than the fig- 
ures previously chalked u by 
Miriam Hopkins in “The Heiress” 
and Kay Francis in “Let Us Be 
Gay.” What is announced as New 
York cast and production of “At 
War With the Army” is current, 
and “O Mistress Mine.” starring 
Sylvia Sydney and John Loder, 
follows. Good advance for latter 

Town's legit standby, Ford’s, 
opened this week with “Life With 
Mother,” in for a two-week stay. 
Promising American Theatre Soci- 
ety-Theatre Guild subscription sea- 
son is in the making here despite 
refunding last year because of fail- 
ure to provide full schedule of 
plays promised. 


Ask $700,000 Hall 


Warren, O., Sept. 20. 
When the late W. D. Packard, 
civic benefactor, drew up his will 
in 1920, he provided for the ex- 
penditure of $150,000 for a public 
hall in Packard Park, Warren, 
which would seat 1,200 persons 


and be suitable for plays, lectures, | 


concerts and sporting events. 

Last week the Cleveland Trust 
Co., trustee for the Packard estate, 
asked Probate Judge Sydney W. 
Jones to approve a $700,000 public 


hall at the park, to seat 2,500 per- | 


sons. The trustee contended that 
because of the city’s increase in 
population since 1920, the larger 
amount must be spent in order to 
carry out provisions of the will. 
Dallas Group Resumes 
Dallas, Sept. 20. 
The Community Players, 10-year- 
old non-pro theatre group, returns 
to production with “Arsenic and 
Old Lace,” at Highland Park Town 
Hall, Sept. 29-30 and Oct. 1. 





Sharp Uptrend Marks Broadway B.0.;. 
Liberty’ $44,900, Blackouts’ $28,600, 
Lif 276, Ear’ $31,200, ‘Girls’ $25,900 


+ Broadway boxoffice sharply con- 


| tinued its upward trend last week, 
with instances of several thousand 


dollars’ jump in take on some 
shows from the week previous. 
Return of vacationers, and influx 


of out-of-towners made it a boom 
week of legit 


Keys: C (Comedy), D (Drama), 
CD ‘(Comedy-Drama), R (Revue) 
M (Musical), O ‘Operetta), V 
(Vaudeville ). 

Other parenthetic figures refer 


to seating capacity and top price, 


including 20° amusement tax. 
However, grosses are net; ie., 
exclusive of tax. 
Estimates for Last Week 
“Anne of the 1,000 Days,” Shu- 
bert (33d wk) ‘(D-1.361; $4.80). 


Perked with the trend, as well as 
fact that it’s moving out Oct. 8 to 
tour; $22,150. 

“As the Girls Go,” 
(35th wk) (M-1,900;: $6). Michael 
Todd musical, starring Bobby 
Clark, reopened Wednesday night 
(14) after nine-week layoff; will 
play Sunday performances and 
drop Monday nights and midweek 
matinees; Saturday night top will 


Broadway 


be $6, other nights $4.80; snuow~ 
will break even at about $28,000, 
and the capacity gross for the 
house is about $49,000; first five 
performances throveh Saturday 
night (17) got $25,900. 

“Blackouts,” Ziegfeld (2d wk) 
(V-1,628; $4.80). Ken Murray's 


Coast vauder drawing despite criti- 
cal raps; $28,600. 

“Born Yesterday,” Viller (189th 
wk). (C-940; $2.40). Oldie went off 
a little to $6,500. 


“Death of a Salesman,” Mo- 
rosco (32d wk) ‘D-919; $4.80). 
Town's no. 1 dramatic hit ran 


along at standee pace; $24,100. 

“Detective Story,” Hudson (26th 
wk) (D-1,057: $4.80) Con melo- 
drama did nicely at $22,100 for the 
week 

“Diamond Lil,” 
wk) ‘(CD-1,063: 
opus in its first 


Plymouth (2d 
$4.80). Mae West 
full week, got a 


fine $27,000. 

“Goodbye, My Fancy,” Fulton 
(43d wk) (CD-366; $4.80). Political 
comedy did a good untake, for 
about $11,500. Moved Monday 
(19) to the Martin Beck, to make 


room for “Montserrat.” In turn, it 
must leave the Beck in nine weeks, 
to make way for “That Lady.” 

“Howdy, Mr. Ice of 1950,” Cen- 
tury (17th wk? (‘(R-2,964; $2.88). 
Back to its regular nine-perform- 
ance schedule after a labor Day 
week spree, show picked up with 
$39,000. 

“Kiss Me, Kate,” Century (38th 
wk) (M-1,.654; $6). Rolled up its 
300th performance Saturday (17), 
still playing to and = standees; 
$47,000. 


“Lend An_ Ear,” Broadhurst 
(40th) wk) ‘R-1,160; $6). Shot up 
several thousands to $31.200. 

Madweman of Chaillot,” Royale 
(29th wk) ‘CD-1,035; $4.80).  Hit- 
ting a neat pace since its return 
from a summer vacation; jumped to 
$20,200. 

“Miss Liberty,” Imperial (10th 
wk) (M-1,400; $6.60). Still sailing 
along at a merry clip, confound- 
ing the experts; upped $2,500 over 
previous week to $44,900. 

“Mister Roberts,” Alvin (83d 
wk) ‘(CD-1,357; $.480). Up to near 
capacity, astonishing for this long- 
runner; $35,000. 

“South Pacific,” Majestic (24th 
wk) (M-1,659; $6). No change in 
this ace musical; $50,600. Will lay 
off next Holy Week, April 2-8, to 
give cast a rest. 

| “Streetcar Named Desire,” Bare 

rymore (94th wk) (D-920; $4.80). 
Business holding up at vet stayerj 
$18,550. 

“Where's Charley?” St. James 
(49th wk) (M-1,509; $6). Capacity 
for this long-running Ray lger 
musical; $37,800. 





‘MONTE CARLO BALLET 
$23,500 AT THE MET 


Ballet Russe de Monte Carlo, in 
four performances at the Metro- 
politan Opera House, N. Y., Frida 
(16) through Sunday (18), 
up a gross, exclusive of tax, 
$23,500. 
|" Troupe had sellouts and stands 
-ees Saturday night and Sunday 
matinee, for $6,500 gross eac 
Sunday night take of $4,500 an 
opening day of $6,000. 
was SRO, but press seats, be 
down take. Troupe is in for twe 


| weeks, through 2 


— 
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Plays Out 


Behold the Day | 
Los Angeles, Sept. 20. | 


Cirele Players and George Boroff pro- 
duction of drama in three acts and four 
enes by Lewis Allan and Henry Blank- 
ert. Directed by Peter Heiman; setting, 


‘yril Jones. At Circle Players theatre, 
a Angeles, Sept. 15. "49; $2.40 top. 
Caleb gages : Kenneth Harvey 
Shem _ = aragmes 

Maia Gregory 

= cakeonl Shep Seltzer 
am Rolf Bayer 
en Marvin Kaplan 

A. Redfera Russell Johnson 
Set. Cantwell Jack Finch 

vt. Hallet Andrew Curtin 

irs. Hammer Celia Lovsky 
eah Frances Meehan 
foshe Norman Belkin 
Abhaham Norman Wayne 
Sarah Nora Dunfee 
This new play tells of the hap- 
penings in a Jewish cooperative 


near Tel Aviv during the last three 
days before British troops evacuate 
Palestine and the state of Israel is 
»sroclaimed on May 14, 1948. Period 
fs a tense one, with the Jews suf- 


fering what are described as the 
last remaining cruelties of the 
English occupation and fears of 
Arab attack. Play deals largely 
with the conflict between the di- 
rect-actionists and the more mod- 
erate Jewish leaders. Unity comes 
at the curtain only after much 


hysterical violence onstage and off- 
stage, when all factions join to re- 
pel invading Transjordan guerillas 

Production marks the American 
debut of Celia Lovsky, European 
actress soic of-c- mother. anho 
has joined her son and daughte1 
in the cooperative after imprison- 
ment in Buechenwald. “Behold the 
Day” tells of the terrors inflicted 
upon a displaced person. 

While the action takes place in 
one set, an apartment in the co- 
operative, Lewis Allan and Henry 
Blankfort manage skillfully to keep 
the story moving at a swift pace 
Chief fault lies in the playwrights’ 
inability to realize their epic 
theme within the scope of the hu- 
man conflict between the two Jew- 
ish theories of resistance. However 
“Behold the Day” is an arresting 
piece of drama. Done in the same 
manner as the old Group Theatre 


ie, ‘ 
ais Ween 


staged some of its successful 
dramas of social protest, with a 
topflight cast, it could enjoy a 


moderate commercial triumph in 
New York 

Miss Lovsky is a dominant figure 
in the little she does, but her role 
is a minor one. In her few brief 
scenes she proved herself an ac- 
tress with abundantly expressive 
talents. Lou Krugman, as the 
rulous old man who had fought for 
the dream of a Jewish homeland 
all his life, takes the acting honors. 
Russell Johnson ably portrays the 
cold sadism of the Britisher, and 
Kenneth Harvey admirably plays 
the part of the chairman of the 
Jewish cooperative. 

Peter Heiman’s direction is 
somewhat spotty. George Boroff's 
production work is good. The single 
set by Cyril Jones is excellent. 

Dag. 


Afro-Cuban Revue 


San Francisco, Sept. 19. 

Brigida Rivalta production of musical 
evue by Ernesto Lecuona and Gilberto 
faldes. Staged by Rivalta. Features Ca- 
gems. Osear Lopez. Tondelavo, Conchita 
albon, Isaura Mendoza Anita Arias. 
Litico, Mercedita, Delpino, Caridad Her 
nandez, Olga Socarras, Las Mulatas de 
Fuego (®). At Geary theatre, opening 
Sept. 18, ‘49 


This rough package. dubbed 
“Afro-Cuban Revue,” will take a 





of Town 


major operation in both smoothing 
and pruning, to make it acceptable 
for either the Americoncert or the- 
atre stage. If capsuled to 30 min- 
utes from its present two hours 
and 15 minutes of repetitive items, 
there is a possibility, providing a 
thorough re-costuming and_ re- 
production job is done, for this 
melange to find a place as part of a 
larger slice of entertainment, 
nightclub otherwise. 

In its present form it fails by a 
wide margin to justify serious 
booking The production has its 
few high points, notably when 
Canelina and Oscar Lopez, holding 
down the major song chores, turn 
on the steam, but the over-supply 
of old tunes and hackneyed dance 
routines slows down the sum total 
including the valiant efforts by the 
none-too-glamorous line of eight 
girls and four dance men. 

This effort, scaled to $3.60, may 
have been the toast of Havana, as 
it hus been billed and advertised, 
but it has been burnt somewhere 
along the way. Ted 
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SAMUEL FRENCH 
SINCE 18320 
Play. Brokers and 


Authors’ Representatives 


25 West 45th Street, New Vork 
7623 Sunset BRivd.. Hollywood 46. Cal 








PETERSON 


The administrator of the estate of 
RALPH B. PETERSON, deceased, is 
seeking the whereabouis of the de- 
eeased’s daughter, JUANITA 
PETERSON. Please contact Ferd E. 
Evans, dr.. 827 Beacon Bldg. 
Wichita 2, Kansas, 














'S THERE lady, gentleman requir- 
‘ng housekeeper from noon on 
daily? Interview this cultured, com- 
petent, reliable economical English- 
woman. Judge for yourself. Will 
doub'e in tutoring. Call MU 5-7449 
mornings bet. 10 A.M. and noon. 
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Adams. Newark 
musical glasses with more enter- 
prise th n musical beauty. Fred 
LUWe > Cia Wisi cores in 


i 
his routine 

Best solc act is Al Norman, who 
dabbles in comedy about how vari 
ous types go to bed and then ram- 
bles through a series of eccentric 
dancing. Eddie White, billed as the 
“screamlined comedian,” contrib- 
utes a series of wellworn gags 
that are still quite funny. 

For abrobatics there are John 
son and Owen, who show unusual 
muscular control and a fine comic 
sense. Something in the same gen- 
eral category is the turn offered 
by Margie and Lenny Ross, who 
boff colored punching bags around 
in a brisk if meaningiess fashion 

The pace of the show is fast, 
with each act permitted about 
eight minutes and held down to 
two bows. Latter takes a lot of 
the competition out of the players, 
but on the other hand, it prevents 
“milking” angle that had much to 
do with the demise of the name 
band policy. Bran, 


Capitol, Wash. 
Washington, Sept. 16. 
Frankie Laine, Connie Haines, 
Artie Dann, Los Catos (3), Sam 


Jack Kaufman House Orch; “Man- 
handled” (Par). 


Pursuing its “name” policy, Cap- 
itol comes up with a pair of sing- 
ers intended to lure town’s young- 
jer set. Undoubtedly the line-up will 
, deliver. 
| Connie Haines, juke box fave 
and nitery chantoosey, contributes 
/some cute tricks and an intimate 
| blues style to a lineup of well 
chosen tunes. Sole trouble with 
gals style, which is assured and 
polished, is that it is pitched for 
the intimacy of a bistro rather 
than a large auditorium such as 
this one. Songs go over well, but 
it would be a help to be able to 
make out the lyrics. Low, sultry 
register makes this difficult. Gripe 
may be confined to this reviewer, 
however, as matinee crowd at show 
caught enjoyed most of it. Reper- 
toire includes such surefire tunes 


as “Just One of Those Things.” 
“Maybe It’s Because,” “How It 
Lies” and a streamlined version of 


“How Come You Do Me Like You 
Do.” Latter impressed as tops. 
Frankie Laine makes the most 
of a pleasant set of pipes, his 
highly stylized way with a song, 
and his current popularity. There's 
nothing dreamy about his style. 
It's highly animated, constantly 
verging on the bebop. Whatever 
it is he’s got, it's what the juves 
want, for they greeted each num- 
ber with plenty applause. “Lucky 
Old Sun” is, by far, best reaction 
getter. Laine handles this much in 
the “Old Man River” folk song 
manner. Voice shows up best in 
this number, with real dramatic 
quality. “River St. Marie,” “My 
Desire,” and a new ditty by ac- 
companist-arranger Carl Fisher, 
“You're Just the Kind of a Girl,” 
plus “Six Leaf Clover,” complete 


the round. Besides Fisher, drum- 
mer Maury Feld backgrounds 
Laine, giving it all a production 
flavor. 





Los Catos, trio of acros, make 
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‘gets satisfying response for his 


effective curtain raiser. Artie 
Dann, longnose comic, doubles as 
emcee and in comedy slot. Adds 
little new to former chores, but 


line of gags and satires. Strikes a 
nostalgic note with his “Old Act- 
or’s Dream” routine, and walks off | 
to nice mitt action. Lowe. 


Fox, Detroit 


Plays Abroad 


Treasure Hunt 


London, Sept. 15. 
Tennent Productions, Ltd., \an 
of comedy in three acts by M. J. Farrell, 





Detroit, Sept. 16. 
Alan Young, Liberace, Louis | 
Armstrong All-Stars (‘(6!, Mary 
Beth Hughes, David Street, Win, 
Seeley, Dale Rhodes House Orch 
(16); “Father Was Fullback” 
(20th 


To say that the Fox thcatre’s 
once-a-month stage show policy 
came of age with the current edi- 


tion — which celebrates the thea- 
tre’s 2lst birthday, would be un- 
fair to past shows, most of which 
have done well at the b.o 

But, detracting nothing from 
past performances, this anniver- 


sary bill fits into the “great” cate- 
gory. It is by far the best show 
of its kind this town has seen in 
more than a year. The opening 
Friday (16) a‘*tracted 10,000 per- 
sons at $1 each, biggest day since 
Jack Benny last year. 

Current layout has three show 
stoppers—Alan Young, Liberace, 
and Louis (Satchmo) Armstrong 
and his All-Stars. They really 
stopped the show, too. Originally 
scheduled for an hour, it stretched 
to an hour and 45 minutes Friday 


night (16) 

Young scores heavily with an 
imitation of a kid doing his first 
recitation In fact, the laughter 


got to such a hysterical pitch that 
Young seemed genuinely embar- 
rassed, which, of course, brought 
forth new gales of guffaws. 
Liberace magically turned the 


5.000-seater into a cozy cocktail 
lounge. The pianist opened with 
“Slaughter on 410th Avenue,” 


changed pace to “Clair de Lune” 
and jumped back into a _ boogie 
beai—16 to the bar—in an audi- 
ence participation number. The 
audience participated, too, and 
how! 

That Armstrong’s All-Stars kept 
the place rockin’ is easily under- 
stood considering who they are— 
Satchmo on trumpet, Jack Teagar- 


den, trombone: Barney Bigard, 
clarinet; Arvell Shaw, bass viol; 
Earl (Fatha) Hines, piano, and 


Cozy Cole, drums. 
Armstrong and Velma Middle- 


| ton, songstress, combine nicely for 
|“Baby It's Cold Outside.” 


The audience liked the David 
Street-Mary Beth Hughes song and 


|dance routines so much that they 


Miss 
“— 


took three curtain calls. 
Hughes soloed brightly with 
Wanna Be a Bad Girl.” 
Nimble dancer, Win 
opens the show. Dale 


Seeley 
Rhodes 


emcees with as much speed and 
Ted. 


gusto. 











B’way Producers 
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“Harriet.” “Madwoman of Chail- 
lot,” “Antigone,” “Petrified Forest,” 
“Yes, My Darling Daughter,” 
“Brigadoon” and “Ladies and Gen- 
tlemen.” 
full kinescope rights. In all in- 
stances film rights are reported to 
have been cleared. 

Noel Coward Plays Available 

Wilson has been in negotiation 
with Noel Coward to get TV clear- 
ance on the long catalog of Coward 
plays and musicals, including 
“Blithe Spirit,” “Cavalcade,” “Hay 
Fever,” “Design for Living,” “Con- 
versation Piece” and “Tonight at 
_ 8:30," and others where exclusive 
film rights are not involved. 
Through the McClintic auspices, 
it's expected that such TV-elusive 
talents as Alfred Lunt and Lynn 
Fontanne, and Katharine Cornell 


(Mrs. McClintic) will be available po 


for tele. 

“Producers Circle” as such is 
bound to give video added stature 
as an entertainment medium, par- 
ticylarly in view of the increasing 
awareness within show biz circles 
that, even more so than radio or 
films, it’s the director or performer 
with stage talent and know-how 
who has played a key role in ele- 
vating the standards of TV, notably 
in the dramatic field. 

Further, the teamup of such a 
top array of legit producers for the 
projected tele series is regarded 
as further recognition of the fact 
that the newest of the show biz 
media can play a dominant part in 
making America more legit con- 
scious. 

Plans for “Producers Circle” 
come at a time when the hinter- 
land hue and cry for prestige legit 
attractions is at its peak, with 
Broadway producers unable to 
satisfy road requirements. The 
TV series as such would help fill 
a constantly-expanding gap. 


These will alsq include | 


John Perry. Directed by John Gielgud. 
At Apollo, London, Sept. 14, '49. 

Bridgid O’Keefe.......... Jean Si. Clair 
William Burke....... "Milo O’Shea 
Mrs. Guidera . : Nora O'Mahony 
Mr. Walsh Richard Wordsworth 
Consuelo Howard.............Marie Lohr 
Hercules Ryall . .. Alan Webb 
Veronica Howard........ Anne Leon 


Aunt Anna Rose Sybil Thorndike 
Dorothy Cleghorne-Thomas Irene Browne 
Eustace Mills Lewis Casson 
Yvonne Cleghorne-Thomas Patricia Raine 
Taxidriver John McDarby 
Philip Ryall Terence Longdon 





One of the best and most con- 
sistent laugh-makers to come to 
London's West End for some time, 
“Treasure Hunt” should run solid 
for many months. it has the flim- 
siest of plots, scoring mainly on 
excellent characterization. It is 
helped by a warm Irish humor, 
rarely broad. and often remark- 
ably subtle. 

This is more of a romp than a 
clear-cut story, and John Gielgud’s 
direction earns full marks for his 
skill in maintaining the pace. He 
handles the oddly-assorted char- 
acters with deft skill and extracts 
all that is possible out of each sit- 
uation 

The setting is an Irish mansion 
20 miles from nowhere, whose oc- 
cupants have just learned that the 
late head of the family has left 
them a pile of debts, and that be- 
quests made in his will cannot be 
honored The only two rational 
beings left are the new heir, Philip 
Ryall and his cousin Veronica. 
Their plan to revive the family 
fortune by taking in wealthy pay- 


'ing guests from England naturally 


meets with some resistance from 
the girl’s extravagant mother and 
eccentric uncle The only sym- 
pathetic response comes from Aunt 
Anna Rose, who has never been 
quite right in the head since her 
husband died on their honeymoon. 
Eventually, the first paying guests 
duly descend on this household 
and the results are almost devas- 
tating. But out of a carefully 
planned intrigue in which the fami- 
ly and the servants divide into 
two separate camps, fortune comes 
back to the Ryall family when Aunt 
Anna Rose traces some missing 
rubies 
Without detracting from the 
merits of the joint authors, it must 
be said that much of the humor 
comes from the individual char- 
acterizations. Firstly, there is the 
superb performance by Sybil 
Thorndike as Aunt Anna Rose. 
whose flights of fancy take her to 
Budapest and Vienna by the con- 
| tinental express, and to Honolulu 
by air. But all the journeys are 
conducted in a sedan chair which 
rests comfortably in the drawing 
|room, and from which long dis- 
'tance phone calls are held with the 
family. Then there is Marie Lohr 
as Veronica’s mother scheming to 
retain independence, yet ready to 
accept the weekly dollar pocket 
Inoney from the new heir. Irene 
| Browne and Lewis Casson are also 
in grand form as two of the Eng- 
lish visitors and there is a terrific 
| peceenpense by Alan Webb as the 
untin’, shootin’ and fishin’ uncle. 
The lesser roles are also played 
with care and there is hardly a 
weak spot in the entire production. 
Myro. 





Rain Before Seven 
London, Sept. 7. 


Envoy Productions presentation (with 
Peter Bridge Plays, Ltd.) of drama in 
three acts by Diana Morgan. Directed by 
gue, Denes. At Embassy, London, Sept 
Julia Cleaver 
Dick Cleaver 
Eve Masters 
John Masters 
Sally Masters 
Sally (child 
Peter Cleaver saaw 
Emma Hamilton....... 
Mrs. Hamilton 
Capt. Bob Emerson 
Sat. Bud Parker 

r myth 


Joyce Heron 
Ronald Ward 
..Marian Spencer 
William Fex 
Jill Raymond 
Heather Lee 
. Lyndon Brook 
oan Hickson 
Madoline Thomas 
. Nicholas Amer 
Peter Wigzell 
..Mairhi Russell 
...++ Tan Crichton 
This is an entertaining but pro- 
tracted marital mixup, with two 
couples exchanging mates, show- 
ing resultant hatred engendered in 
their two children. Story mean- 
ders too much and needs consid- 
erable pruning before essaying a 
West End production, and might 
have better possibilities on the 
screen. In its present form its U. S. 
chances are slight 
While spending a joint vacation 
two families are suddenly split up 
by one man falling in love with 
the other's wife. They go off to- 
gether, each leaving a child be- 
hind. The other couple, stunned 
at this sudden upheaval in their 
lives, decide on a marriage of con- 
venience to make a home for the 
boy and girl until they reach ma- 
turity. Quartet meets after the in- 
tervening war period 10 years 
later, but the youngsters refuse to 
acknowledge their deserting par- 
ents, feeling nothing but the bit- 
terest resentment against them. 
The boy is desperately in love 


ic chads 
| Mr. Bangs 


ee 


| with the girl, but she gets engaged 
to an American flying officer 





















against her mother’s wishes. The ] 
daughter accuses her mother of 
opposing the match as it means the 
termination of her own marriage 
contract with the boy's father, with do! 
whom she is now in love. Plans pre 
are made for the dissolution of this ne 
platonic alliance but the man’s for- 00 
mer wife forces the issue by tell. tut 
ing them both they are in love hir 
with each other, and curtain falls 
on the happily readjusted pair set- sy! 
tling down to a bridge game with ne 
their former spouses The boy, tin 
as Odd man oui, decides to forget ur 
his calf love by taking a job in sD 
Australia. : Fe 
Acting honors fall chiefly to the 
Marian Spencer as the heart- we 
broken wife who snatches happi Gr 
ness out of despair, and Ronald op 
Ward as her second husband con- { 
veys a kindly understanding in is | 
their shared sorrow. Joyce Heron of 
and William Fox give sufficient figs 
sincerity to their roles of eloping wit 
lovers to justify their conduct, and der 
Jill Raymond and Lyndon Brook mo 
give good characterizations as the He: 
unforgiving offspring. Clem “ 
The Man in the Rainceat Hy 
Edinburgh. Sept. 10 fer 
Sherek Players production of drama in $40 
two acts by Peter Ustinov. Directed by» Pos 
Ustinov Set by Anthony Holland Fea- 
tures Mary Ellis, George Coulouris. Alan dra 
Wheatley At the Lyceum, Edinburgh era 
Aue 90 *40 : 
Helen Mary Ellis it. | 
Standin Percy Cartwright nal 
Philip Jessup George Coulouris son 
Mr. Justice Moy Alan Wheatley 
Man in the Raincoat Julian Somers 
Second of two premieres on the -. 
Edinburgh Festival schedule, “The whi 
Man in the Raincoat” is substitute disc 
for the originally-scheduled Dor- Kin 
othy Parker-Ross Evan's “Coast of pub 
Illyria. Whatever reasons for the to 
late-hour shift, the present choice the 
is not too happy a one. 4 
Play is first attempt at intellec- his 
tual melodrama by _actor-play- he'd 
wright-director Peter Ustinov, who eani 
has previously specialized in more a fs 
atmospheric character pieces. thin 
Appealing to the same upper- 
crust audience as last week's offer- N 
ing, the T. S. Eliot “Cocktail Tl 
Party,” Ustinov’s play is surpris- Har 
ingly similar in both content and Hill 
tone—but without Eliot's intellec- Non 
tual brilliance and poetic gifts. Afte 
Again, the central problem is mari- hum 
tal maladjustment in upper-class (Mot 
English household. Characters do tive 
very little except analyze them- wieh 
selves, talk about each other, and Sr 
discuss abstract angles of love and der | 
personal morality. Ustinov adds a finis 
touch of melodrama to proceedings cowl 
with couple of gun flourishes. , “Str 
In effect, though the author has —Sss stag? 
obviously had other ideas, the play | opin 
is a fairly orthodox triangle piece | ‘prov 
with a twist or two. A selfish, self- 
centered social-climber wife is Le 
growing tired of her husband, a Le 
sensitive lawyer turned judge, who Edg 
is increasingly tormented by her Dutt 
coldness. Her former lover bobs from 
up. Husband, who is in addition fabs 
cracking up under strain of trying Tom 
murder cases paralleling his own dio . 
home life, finally dies of a heart | sked. 
attack when a brother of the man In 
he condemned to death for murder | did | 
copeee and confesses to the crime. copy 
| over departs in haste, since he Kerr 
| doesn't really want the wife any “Cou 
|more, leaving her alone with her Boy” 
conscience—and the ancestral base: 
home and butler. Point of all this made 
being that she—a la the man in the at th 
raincoat who knew he was real 
murderer—will suffer the most in N 
remaining alive with the memories. Ti 
Not all of Ustinov’s philosophi- bel 
cal projections nor the polished fll 
posturing of the company of five, inge 
headed by the attractively-gowned high 
Mary Ellis and a somewhat miscast N . 
George Coulouris as the vacillating there 
lover, can pull this out of the fires ad dit 
of oblivion. Alan. are { 
on J. 
> ) 
Sharp Rivalry x 
Chan 
Continued from page | aaa the ; 
be alleviated by cocktail parties or tions 
other group gatherings to which all! chari 
jocks might be invited, because al! Over 
cannot always make it at one time. als 
And, as a rule, the top-rated spin- wan 
ner in the area takes a burn be- umni 
cause his rivals are placed on the okay 
same plane with him. And if the the ¢ 
top-rated one gets first crack at drean 
anything, his rivals, who usuall) Ethel 
are jealous of him anyway. do tiie Pupi 
griping and begin ripping the artist. Cham 
Things have reached the point, Bros. 
surprisingly, where some jocks who ‘One 
have become very friendiy with ¢ 
artists or advance men, and who bend: 
are not themselves the highest- Bet 
rated in the town, “advise” an ad- at ac 
vance man or an artist to “go see Sulliy 
so-and-so first, he’s liable to get Used 


_angry if you don’t, and he can do 
more for you than | can.” 
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Earl Wilson Stays Put 
N. Y. Post columnist Earl Wil- 
is remaining with the Post Hall 
ate, of which Mrs. Dorothy 
(N. Y. Post publisher) is the 
dominant control. Robert Hall is 
president thereof. Understood his 
new deal almost matches the $52,- 
000 per annum which King Fea- 
tures Syndicate (Hearst) offered 


nifvilson’s last ticket with the Post 
syndicate was for five years; the 
new pact is for three years. Sen- 
timental and loyalty reasons fig- 
ured in electing to stay mut. de- 
spite Ward Greene, editor for King 
Features. promising to “double 
the nearly 75 papers ‘dailies and 
weeklies) now carrying Wilson 
Greene said “the door was always 
" Understood Marion Davies. who 
is now on the management board 
of the Hearst publishing empire, 
figured largely in wanting Wilson 
with the syndicate. Actress, inci- 
dentally, has become more and 
more closely integrated into the 
Hearst newspaper and magazine 
publishing activities 
Wilson also expressed himself 
that “Mrs. Schiff has always been 
in my corner.” He probably is re- 
ferring to the fact that he started at 
$40 a week on the night side of the 
Post and when Dick Manson was 
drafted he inherited the cafe cov- 





erage beat. What Wilson did with 
it. to impress himself ac a iour- 
nalistic personality. is. of course 
something else again 
EW and WW 
Side bar on the Earl Wilson- 


Hearst negotiations is the fact that 
while the N. Y. Post columnist was 
discussing a possible shift over to 
Kine Features. Mrs. Dorothy Schiff 
publisher of the Post. was talking 
to Walter Winchell about joining 
the Post Ha'l Svndicate 

As with Winchell’s thinking on 
his radio commitments. he said 
he'd “listen to anvthing where a 
canital gains fieured”: just getting 
a fancier salarv didn't mean anv- 
thing in view of his tax structure 


Na Hatfield-McCoy Stuff Here 

The H. Allen Smiths with the 
Harold Matsons motored to Chapel 
Hill, N. C.. to matriculate daughter 
Nency (Smith) at the U. of N. C. 
After a brief Virginia vacash the 
bumorist and his favorite agent 
(Matson) return to their respec- 
tive Mt. Kisco. N. Y.. and Green- 
wich. Conn.. manses 

Smith adds that for the remain- 
der of the winter he’s holine up to 
finish a novel about a Hollywood 
cowhoy and 


e some mage pieces. 
Strictly nose - to - the - grindstone 
-" shvs Smith. “which in the 


opinion of manv will greatly im- 
prove my looks.” 


Leo Brady's Goldwyn Huddles 

Leo Brady, whose novel. “The 
Edge of Doom.” was published by 
Dutton Monday (19). is due back 
from the Coast this week after con- 
fabs with Sam Goldwyn toppers. 
Tome had been bought by the stu- 
dio for $150,000. and shooting is 
skedded for next month. 

In the army from 1942-5, Brady 
did radio publicity and recruiting 
copy. He collaborated with Walter 
Kerr in scripting three musicals, 

Count Me In.” “Yankee Doodle 

"and “Cook Book.” latter opus 
based on the life of Joe Cook. He 
made joint appearances with Cook 
at the Earle theatre, Washington. 


N. ¥. News’ OK Exploitation 
The 15th annual Harvest Moon 
ll, sponsored by the News Wel- 
fare Assn., Inc. (William R. Fritz- 
inger president) again accents the 
high wered exploitation that the 
my Daily News achieves via 
ene = srpomansiie stunts. In 
0 Ss event, upcoming 
are the 26th annual Silver Skates 
on Jan. 9 next: N. Y. Finals (24th 
) of the Golden Gloves Feb. 
» and the 14th annual Eastern 
son aDlonshins (fights), all at Madi- 
the si 


uare Garden. which is also 
te of the ballroom competi- 
an. Net proceeds go to worthy 
cennias. and the past 13 years saw 

rz $500.000 thus distributed. 
ampacking them in at $3.20, the 
Garden's walls invariably bulge 
nearly 20,000 attendees. Col- 
_ Ed Sullivan officiates as 
the emcee, and guesters between 
dre events invariably read like a 
Ethan benefit bill. This past week 
‘i c erman, Diosa Castello & 
Cham ampo, Marge & Gower 
Pion, Vie Damone. the Ritz 
Bros » and a Square Dance group 
e . the show's highlights) 
RenciPated. In addiiion to the 
Busse and Noro Morales 
o. er custom the winners 
at son Prizes. fortnight bookings 
Sullivaxe theatre, with columnist 
Used M personaling as emcee. Act 
80 onto Loew's State but 





now the Roxy gets the booking, 
and because of the News’ buildup 
this engagement invariably is a 
highpowered boxoffice entry. 


Guild’s Fireside Theatre 
Literary Guild of America, one 
of the oldest of the book clubs, 


is planning a new adjunct called 
Fireside Theatre. This will cover 
books of the theatre, including 


plays in book form, to be offered 
its subscribers. Guild is now con- 


tacting prominent people in the 
theatre for endorsements of the 
idea, promising them a mailing 


list of 2,000,000 

This is the second such book an- 
nouncement in a week. the Show 
of the Month Club having come out 
with a Drama Book Club plan a 
week previous 

Chi Pubs’ Terms to Printers 

Chicago newspaper pubiishers 
held out the olive branch of peace 
to 1,500 striking printers after 
dealing them a striking blow by 
offering a new contract without the 
major clause, which started a 22- 
month strike in November, 1947 
While the association granted a $10 
weekly wage increase to workers 
in new 22-month contract, under 
the new proposal local 16 no long- 


er has a closed shop However, 
publishers agreed to recognize 
union as exclusive bargaining 
agents for composing room em- 
ployees, but of.ce--boeys in 


posing rooms may run news proof 
presses—a job formerly done by 
journeymen printers, with boys 
getting only 30°° of the union 
scale. 

Publishers have agreed not to 
use Vari-type or other substitute 
process, but held another ace up 
their sleeves when they reserved 
right to revoke their decision in 
case of slowdowns and disruptions 
Union was given jurisdiction over 
tele-typesetters, which need no 
linotype ops, but feeds directly into 
machine. Owners agreed to give 
union six months notice before in- 
stalling tele-printers. Union page 
won a small point in reserving 
right to not handle material from 
“struck” plants. If the Taft-Hart- 
ley bill is amended or dropped 
while contract is in force. publish- 
ers agree to negotiate on changes 
permitted under new law Chi 
papers will take on the new look 
or old face, in about two or three 
weeks, as machines must be re- 
conditioned and men called back 


Dick Richards’ Yank 0.0. 

Dick Richards, entertainment 
critic and columnist for the Lon- 
don Sunday Pictorial, will devote 
a series of his weekly pieces to the 
Hollywood scene. Richards is cur- 
rently on a one-month t6ur of the 
Coast studios. This is his first 
Hollywood visit since 1947. The 
critic-columnist spent a week in 
New York seeing the shows before 
planing to Hollywood, Monday 
(19). Richards surveyed other 
aspects of Broadway show biz and 
did a general roundup for the 
Pictorial. 

Richards is scheduled to return 
to London on the Queen Marvy. 
Oct. 29. While here he will cable 
his weekly column. 





CHATTER 

Louis Sobol doing a piece en 
the Borscht Circuit for Cosmepoli- 
tan. 

Gerald Ciark in Hollywood for 
three weeks to round up stories 
for the Montreal Standard. 

Earl Lloyd George, son of the 
British prime minister of World 


War 1, prepping a biog of his 
father. 
John Groth working on 200 


sketches to illustrate new edition 
of Tolstoi’s “War and Peace” for 
Worid. Tome is due next vear. 
Thornton Delehanty, motion pic- 
ture editor of Red Book mag, has 
resigned. Florence Somers, who 
is entertainment editor, will also 
do the pic reviews hereafter. 
Despite the Walter Winchell ver- 
sus Bennett Cerf needling, the col- 


umnist - commentator’s plug for 
John O’Hara’s “Rage to Live” re- 
dounded to Cerf's benefit. Ilit's a 


Random House publication. 

Middle East correspondent Larry 
Lader, in New York for only past 
two months, just had three “ex- 
pose” articles in one month in Cos- 
mopolitan, This Week and Pageant 
mag. Also slated is a story on 
“Psychiatric Wards” in Collier's 
next week. 

Francis Wallace, 
tor of Collier's, has a new book 
out, “The Notre Dame Story.” Wal- 
lace, graduate of that university 
and for some time director of its 
publicity, will be represenied in 
the spring by another tome, “Big 
League Rookie.” 

Herman A _ Lowe. chief of 
Variety s Washington Bureau, au- 


associate edi- 


Well-Tempered? 


Coenraad V. Bos, vet con- 
cert accompanist, who was 
picked by Margaret Truman as 





her vocal coach, will have his 
book on reminiscences of the 
longhair greats, “The Well- 
Tempered Accompanist,” pub- 
lished by Theodore Pressor Co. 
Oct. 20. Ashley Pettis collab- 
orated. 

Bos, who has accompanied 
three generations of singers, 
most recent being Helen Trau- 
bel and Rose Bampton, gives 
advice on performance as well 
as anecdota. 








thors the chapter on Pennsylvania 


ree lifiey 


Pid eahas 


the forthcoming 


and seat ZUveTRMeNnt sik 
book, “Our Sov- 
ereign State.” Lowe is also a vet- 
eran writer on Pennsylvania af- 
fairs. Tome is due to hit the stalls 
Oct. 20 Edited by Col. Robert S 
Allen 

Marion Saunders, literary agent. 
due on the Coast Oct. 3 for two 
weeks, during which she will con- 
fab with studio execs regarding film 
rights to a number of books han- 
dled by her. 











Pete Mack 





——ae, (Continued from page 2 


bandage. Frequently. the club. be- 
cause of the oily film, would go 
further than the bal! On the 


course, at about the seventh hole 
e+ Ste we vy 
he and, tre- 


to carry 


7, , 2. Ya > wore 
wouid pull a taint 
quently, it was necessary 


him off. This stunt was pulled on 


some of the most important execs 
in showbusiness and many to this 
day remain ignorant of ‘the fact 
that it was a practical joke. 

At one time, Mack at the behest 
of a friend commandeered a crew 
of workmen in a big office building 
and took a desk, ripped out a tele- 
phene and the majority of furnish- 
ings right under the president of a 
large advertising agency 

At one time, ‘n the Loew office 
Mack got tired of hearing a tellow 
agent brag about his hand woven 
Panama, ostentatiously quoting ihe 
price, and let it be known that the 
hat was quite unique. He leit the 
chapeau on a hook in the ante- 
room. When the percentet 
out, the lid was on the floor 
yanked up the crown only 
brim had been firmly nailed to the 
floor. 

Mack's most potent accomplish- 
ment was his double-talking in a 
foreign language. When hired as a 
lecturer, he would pass out some 
decrepit photographs of machinery 
parts and depending on the gather- 
ing, would represent the photos 
either as jet propulsion engines or 
atomic energy parts, and double 
talk his way into an impression 
that here was a misunderstood 
genius. His speeches in double-talk 
were equally confounding. When 
he had to answer questions, he 
feigned deafness. 


As Dr. Igor Bela Hodapp, his 
favorite pose, he would turn up as 
a noted Hungarian’ impresario. 


During one visit to the Music Corp. 
of America’s offices he broke into 
the sanctum of a band-booker ask- 
ing for an immediate audition of a 
37-piece native Hungarian orches- 
tra. There was a parking problem 
the orchestra was in native cos- 
tume double-parked in a wagon 
just outside the building on Fitth 
avenue. The booker finally sent 
out a boy to bring up the orchestra 
whereupon Mack disappeared alter 
that. 

Many offices were frequently 
broken up by one of Mack's visits. 
After five minutes in an office, the 
staff would generally be in an up- 
roar. He would ask a receptionist 
for the package of snakes that was 
left for him. When she reported 


there was no such package, he 
would charge that somebody had 
broken the case, and the snakes 


had hidden. Eventually all would 
be attacked by poisonous reptiles 
Consternation frequently continued 
even after the girls were assured 
it was all a gag 

Frequent!y, Mack virtually took 
his life in his hands to pull a gag. 


There was one insiance when a 
dinner was given for the Notre 
Dame football team Mack was 


called upon to be a speaker in a 
room filled with priests and Cath- 
olic laymen as well as the huskies 
on the ND squad. Mack started a 
speech by declaring it was nice to 
speak betore a Protesiant audience 
and slipped in minor digs against 
the Church. The assemblage gol 
into an immediate uproar, the foot- 
ball players were moving in for @ 


oe te 


came 


the 
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Independence, Mo., Sept. 17. 


“The reason it can’t be done.” said the little man who was doing it, 


“is because there is no such thing 


as independence left on the face of 


the earth and an ‘independent producer’ is a contradiction in terms. 
it’s a contradiction in the first place because picture producers are 


neither mothers nor orchards 
place a banker would laugh them 


said, ‘I got a great independent production idea. 


been done before. And it’s a sour 
“Can I quote you on this?” 
“On what?” he wanted to know 
“On everything.” 


! sa 


“How can you quote a guy when vou don't have a pencil, when 


never take a note, when you talk s 


They don't produce. 


And in the second 
out of the cage if they came in and 
It's new. It’s never 
id commercial proposition’.” 

id 


o much you don't even listen” 


1 started writing with a finger in the dust on the table 


“Excuse the dust,” he said \ 
Things get dusty around here rt 
the picture. Metro would probab 
using it. But we're not Metro 
independent. We make daring pic 

“Sound commercial 

“Yes,” he said. 

jut I can't quote you on it?” 

“What's to quote?” 

1 looked at him. He looked 29 
with a scar over one cheek. His 
“That's not my real name.” 
He talked like one, too 

He looked like the kind of a g 
at the bottom and how he sold rt 
automobiles made paper-peddling 
today, and so lived to tell about 
Like Mervyn LeRoy 
“Did you ever sell papers”” I ; 
“Sure,...Bor the lousiest rag 
dope. I sold subscriptions. Then 
ing. So you see I began at the toy 
an actor | moved in and out of 


he 


We have to watch the overhead 


propositions, | 


mavbe 30 


added 


in Greater New York 
PR nn RR 2 
| hired newsboys to do the deliver- 


that one 


e haven't used this set in two days 
1is is the board of directors’ room in 
dust it every hour even when not 
Were 


ly 


tures with original ideas.” 
said 


He was a stocky little guy 
name. he said, was Hal E. Chester. 
He looked like a Dead End kid. 


iv who would tell you how he began 
ewspapers on street corners before 
the great occupational hazard it 
it. You know the sort of preducer. 


is 
asked 
But I was no 


After that I became 
if you're going to 


»> in that racket 
fast, too 


work that hard you may as well be an independent producer.” 


‘Of sound commercial pictures” 


He laughed. He started telling 


producers who thought the indie 
know-how 
‘What's happened to them”” he 


up like partisans after the wat 
I said they were around 
“Sure, 

because there you don't have to s« 


different, and then sell him that it's 
Now and then you get a banker who is so 


only it costs half as much 
smart he says, ‘Why should I lenc 
sion of a Metro picture’? You cou 
it and the Metro picture will be i 


Where 


he said, “they're around 


I said 
about the big writers, directors and 
» racket was a pushover with their 


“They all popped 


wanted to know 
are the maquis now’ 


They're back on the lots they left 
‘tl a banker that you have something 
ihe same as the majors are making 


{ you money to make a cheaper ver- 
ld only get into the second-runs with 
n there ahead of you.’ 


“So because there are smart bankers who go that far in knocking us 


off, you can count the independ 
mercial pictures’ on one hand 

from A to Z. They know a good 
know a good story is not enough 


how to give here and there on the 
contracts allow them to make an outside picture 


nt producers who make ‘sound com 
And all of them know the business 
story What’s more important, they 
They know how to cast. They know 
sutisfy the big names whose 
They grovel like dogs 


siory to 


getting all parties reconciled to working in a lousy independent picture 


on a lot their relatives faintly associate with Charles Ray, Barbara 
LaMarr, Fatty Arbuckle. or Forest Lawn. They make the pictures. 
They get a release And if they don't have a hit, it’s all over town 
if they do, it's a secret. Either way, the banker is just as tough the 


next time as he was the first time 


“Why don't you tell the bank 
money?” 
“What?” 


“Why don't you finance your o 
profits?” 

“Are you crazy?” 

“That's the way I built my hous 
my literary career. I invest in m 


He looked at me with narrowing eyes. 


none. 


er to go places and use your own 


wn productions from your own past 


«.’ I said. “That's the way I finance 
vy own business.” 
Narrow eyes don't scare me 


“I mean,” I said, “that in any other business people have confidence 


in their business. They put their 


money back in it. Even farmers do. 


But in Hollywood picture people invest in anything but pictures. Right 


now the studios are fighting tele 
racing? VARIETY wrote that the 


vision. Why don't they fight horse 
take from horse racing in 10 yerrs 


has gone up 950%, and it is my hunch that picture people supplied an 


awful lot of the capital that set up that staggering opposition. 


while, the producers’ own cut in | 
plenty. Variety said that at one 1 
ational dollar. 
does not believe that pictures are 
that stock raising is. 
to bankers.” 


He looked at me with new interest 


the board of directors’ table 


what he was driving at. He was 1 


the name of the picture he was producing. 


United Artists release. He had 


ile drew them with a whip. 


Me: n- 
he recreational dollars has dwindled 
ime Hollywood got 76° of the recre- 


If Hollywood doesn't get it now it’s because Hollywood 


anywhere near the sound investment 


So Hlollywood has to go with its hat in its hand 


He drew designs in the dust on 
I could see 
‘The Whip” was 
He was making it for a 
Duryea, Gail Storm, Herbert 


rving to be subtle. 


Dan 


Marshall, Howard da Silva and people like that—box office names 


“Sound commercial propositions 


" | said. 


“Not a new face to be scen anywhere.” 


“tf | quote you correctly you'd 
“I'm used to street fighting.” he 
I got up to go. “You're a great 
great picture, independence has dr 


He swept the dust off the table with his hand. 


notes,” he said. 
We shook hands, and let it go a 
“What was that name avsin’ 
“Yeah,” he said, “The Whip” 
We looked at each other and lau 
to it. 


touchdown push and in 
moment it seemed that Macks re- 
mains would have been thrown tor 
a murderous loss. However. a few 
on the dais were in on the gag and 
with difficulty quieted the crowd 
Some of his gags had unpleasant 
results. For instance. he once 
sewed a fis!. into the lining of a 
coat belonging to an agent who had 
no sense of smeiil. In three days 
the poor percenter had lost all hi 
friends, was asked to move out of 
the Park Central hotel imme- 
diately, and none of the bovokers 


another 


better take to the hills.” 

said | came from Brownsville.” 
guy.” | said. “If you don’t make a 
opped dead.” 

“You forgot your 


t that. 
The Whip?” 


ghed. Neither dared say it had snap 


After all, we were serious people in a serious business. 


would have anything to do with 
him. A brand new $110 Montagnac 
coat was ruined. 

Nonetheless, Pete Mack wae 
sought after in show business. His 
personality was such that immedi- 
ately after it became known that 
it was a jest, the victim laughed 
harder than all the others. He was 
regarded as being on a par with 
the late Luke Barnett and Vince 
Barnett, his son, who have long en- 
tertained Coastites with some of 
ihe most ingenious practical stunts 
ever pulled, 





...... hand for his daughter Jill’s pro- new 
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CHATTER 
camp at Shawnee-on-the-Delaware 
Broadway in Pennsylvania. He also owns 


Alyce (Mrs, Clifford C.) Fischer S¢veral antique shops in the area, 


: Paramount execs 
into LeRoy San for an operation wtouy Barney Balaban and boar 


day (Wed.). ; ‘chairman Adolph Zukor feteing 
Marvin Frank, former Musicraft 43} Pereira, company’s architec- 
flack, leaves for Paris next Wed- tural consultant and art director, 
nesday (28). today (Wed.) at the Harvard club 
Luba Malina bedded by cold but preparatory to Pereira’s return to 
OK in time for her ye 4 oe 4 the —~ Oct. 15, from h.o. as- 

New Orleans, booking this week. signment. apes 
' ' ie’s “I do” lite 

Brian Donlevy piloted his own Sonja Henie’s “I do” ‘to social 
plane back to the Coast after doing Winthrop Gardiner, Jr.) was tied 





y 


ica” i ’ ight-reducing com- 

avales f America” radio in by Ayds, weigh 
Paty my . pound, with a a! ——— 

v the skating star in 

Humphrey Bogart and Lauren oo oF » Se eiinatally, the 
Bacall pull = po — nuptials last ‘Thursday (15) drew 
ones.” oom " — the cafe society and newspapel 
aes bunch in a super-reception to 


Veterans of Valley Forge Gen- which her mother did the inviting 
eral Hospital holding their second 


annual reunion at the Diamond . 
Horseshoe Oct. 16. Paris 
Diana Douglas, wife of actor 


By Maxime de Beix 
‘33 Blvd. Montparnasse ) 
Cynda Glenn in town for a few 
days 
Marcel Pagnol coming up from 


Kirk Douglas, makes her first TV 
appearance off ABC-TV's ‘“Photo- 
crime” series Sept. 28. 


Alfred Drake’s book “Anyone 


Can Win at Gin Rummy and Ca- +). Riviera to Paris at George 
nasta,” published by Avon; first Agiman’s request to look at a 
printing 200,000 copies. script. 


Harvey Stone going in for the 


Maurice Lehman to open “Annie 
“New Hook.” Ay Pp 


He's having a nose- Got Your Gun,” adapted by Albert 


bob tomorrow (Thurs.) at the Hos- wijjemetz, in February at his 
pital for Joint Diseases. Chatelet. 
Abe Kronenberg made low score Andre Roussin, who penned 


for members in Warner Club's an- “Petite Hutte,” to open his “Nina” 
nual golf tournament at the West- at Willemetz Bouffes Parisiens., 
chester Country Club Friday (16). where “Harvey” is to follow next. 
Scripter H. S. (Hy) Kraft motor- Betty Bruce is skedded for the 
ing east for 10-day stay, to be on opening show at Bernard Hilda’s 
Champs Elysees spot with 
Jane Morgan a regular feature of 
the house. A novelty here will be 
the nine gals-six boys jazz choir. 


Las Vegas 


Dunninger amazing Last Frontier 
patrons with mental feats in open- 
ing week 

Comedian 
records at 
two weeks 

Danny O'Neil, singing-emcee at 
Last Frontier for many months, in 
last week of long engagement pre- 
paratory to tour. 


fessional bow in 
Fancy.” 

Monumental Life Insurance 
looking for Pamela King, nee Ruth 
Loraine Rockel, former songstress 
with the now-defunct Sonny Dun- 
ham ork 

William S. Roach resigned from 
O’Brien, Driscoll, Raftery & Law- 
ler to join Weisman, Grant & Jaffe 
Both handle considerable theatrical 
and film biz. 

Arrivals from London aboard the 
Queen Elizabeth Monday (19) in- 
cluded Ella Raines, Joseph Cotten, 
Terence Rattigan, Dan O'Shea and 
Francis L. Sullivan 


“Gooubye iy 


Jackie Miles broke 
El Rancho Vegas past 


Jane Russell planed to Paris | Jimmy Dugan, publicity director 
over the weekend for few days’ for Last Frontier, resigned to join 
stopover before heading for Lon- Carl Byior staff in Los Angeles. 


No successor named yet. 


don for a two-week engagement at c ea 
Martin and Lewis in second week 


the Princess theatre 


it's an open secret that the click at Flamingo. Eppy Pearson, 340- 
of a new attraction at one of the pound comic, held over at Club 
better known bistros is taking that Bingo for late night crowd 
joint out of hock after an ex- Barbara Knudsen, with local 


Bird Cage Playhouse cast, signed 
with Paramount for remake of 
“American Tragedy” starring Eliz- 
abeth Taylor and Montgomery 
Clift 

Splash party for approximately 
50 of town’s chorines currently per- 
forming along the resort strip to 


traordinarily rugged summer 

Jim Sauter the main speaker at 
the United Jewish Appeal luncheon 
yesterday ‘Tues.) at the Hotel 
Astor to launch the Night of Stars 
at Madison Square Garden Nov. 14 

Bill Lundigan, accompanied by 
wife Rena, in from coast for per- 


sonals here in connection with brighten Flamingo pool. Skimp- 
opening of “Pinky,” 20th-Fox pic, jest and prettiest bathing suits, 
which co-stars Lundigan with Plus feats of diving and swimming, 


win prizes. 


Jeanne Crain. Clark Dennis making Thunder- 


Mrs. Carolyn Stagg, until re- _. , 
cently story ed for Samuel Gold- bird patrons happy as headliner. 
wyn and Benagoss Productions, Tenor also backed by good musi- 
broke her right hand last week Cal and dancing show headed by 
when a Venetian blind came down dancer Lora Bruce who starts film 
on it in her apartment. engagement with M-G-M soon op- 

Joe Maharam, investor in shows Posite Gene Kelly. 


and and head of the theatrical —— 
Bucks County, Pa. 


fabric company bearing his name, 
By Sol Jacobson 


finally to become a benedict short- 
ly. It will be his first niarital ven- 

ee te = Seorqee, ded ., Actors Fund plea garnered over 
by a sacroiliac attack directly upon a 4A —. and Natalie 
his return from Europe, conducted Schaefer in for weekend. 


his business from a hospital bed Paul Whiteman serving as judge 


in his home for the past two weeks. : Spey . 
Just getting back to the office. i. Canine Pet Show 


Mrs. Ruby Schinasi spent the Pat Kirkland staying at her 


major portion of her visit with , . : 
daughter Bubbles (Mrs. Arthur — i, Kirkland) farm at 
Hornblow, Jr.) at their Malibu ~Pt!8 : 


adi : oe Moss Harts checked out last week 
beachhouse nursing a bad case of for Olney, Md., where they opened 


— Just returned from the last night (20) in “The Man Who 
oast. - 
hi : Came To Dinner.” 

Ellin (Mrs. Irving) Berlin at) “Jack Schlissel, assistant to The- 
their Lew Beach, N. Y., house Bamberger. to N. Y. t® com- 
working on her next Doubleday 'O? Bamberger, Ba. 


pany-manage “Montserrat” for 
Kermit Bloomgarden. 

Werner Janssen at New Hope 
last week, where his spouse, Ann 
Harding closed season in “Yes, 
My Darling Daughter.” 

Quentin Reynolds in for week 
at Moss Hart’s farm. Bernie Hart 


book. She gathered 
material in Nevada while there 
this summer with her daughter, 
Mory Ellin. 

Charles Le Maire, 20th-Fox ward- 
robe director and exec designer, 
a ye to the studios last week- 
end after a two-week stay in New : 
York. He helped line up a fashion @¢k to town Mon. He 4 = - 
tie-in for the company's upcoming cuperating from oem ~_ 
“Prince of Foxes.” St. John Terrell tossed shindig 

Faye Emerson and her estranged for cast and neighbors at his Lam- 
Elliott Roosevelt attended the Ver- bertville Music Circus Sunday 
sailles opening in company of dif- night at conclusion of first season. 


ferent columnists. Latter was with Li ho 


Dorothy Kilgallen, who first broke 
the story about the split. and Miss 
By Lewis Garyo 
Orquesta Robert Inglez here 


Emerson was in Robert C. Ruark’s 
party. 

When the Hotel Sheiburne’s new from London and starred on floor 
Roulette. Room (free drinks to show of Estoril Casino. 
lucky winnah) opens Sept. 29. Erico Braga, now directing the 
Carlo, ex-maitre d’ of Le Ruban floor show at Estoril Casino, will 
Bleu and the Bagatelle, will be be director this winter of a legit 
in charge. Mervyn Nelson. Thelma group at the Teatro Apolo. 
Carpenter and Stanley Fisher will Alberto Cavalcanti, English pro- 
comprise the talent. ‘ducer, stopped here on way to 

Capt. Harold Auten, former Brazil to discuss with producer 
Rank rep and now handling “Henry Henrique Da Costa the possibility 
Vv" for United Artists, successfully of filming a picture here based on 


considerable 


bringing to an end the first season novelist Julio Diniz’ “An English | 


of operation of a resort bungalow Family.” 


! 
| London 

George Elrick planes to New 
York Oct. 3 for four weeks’ series 
of television bookings. : 

Nini Cordy, Anglo-Belgian caba- 
ret star, due in London sometime 
in November, either at the 400 or 
Embassy Club. 

Jacques Fath, top French cos- 
tumier, and winner of Oscar for 
fashions, is due here to stage fash- 
ion display Dec. 3 after offering his 
work in Rome Nov. 8. 

Due to Donald Peers’ throat 
trouble “Buttons and Bows” revue, 
due to be presented at Victoria 
Palace by Jack Hylton in October, 
has been postponed for two weeks. 

Henry Caldwe!!, BBC TV ppro- 
ducer of “Cafe Continental” series 
planes to New York Oct. 10 for 
four weeks and will be located at 
William Morris office during his 
stay 

Jack Holst and Milady, Ameri- 
ean act, booked in England for 14 
weeks, has had to cancel after six 
weeks because of Holst’s injured 
shoulder. But act returns next year 
for string of bookings. 

Daniel Mayer company acquired 
rizhts to Kenneth Horne’s play “A 
Lady Mislaid,” first produced at 
the Embassy in 1948. Show has 
provincial tryout for six weeks 
prior to coming to West End. 

Gracie Fields gets the privilege 
of closing the Palladium vaudeville 
season this year. She opens there 
Oct. 3 for two weeks after which 
Val Parnell brings in the George 
and Alfred “Midsummer Madness” 
revue from Opera House, Black- 
pool, for _nine weeks. 

Three Cabinet Ministers. includ- 
ing the leader of the House of 
Lords, and all British motion pic- 
ture industry heads, attended a 
complimentary luncheon last Wed- 
nesday (14) to mark the barony 
conferred on George Archibald in 
the King’s birthday honors list. 

Katherine Dunham and com- 
pany, originally brought over by 
Fosters’ agency for six weeks, is 
due back in London next March 
for return date. Will play 12 
weeks, then goes on _ provincial 
tour Act has now played two 
years in England and on the Con- 
tinent 

Harry Buxton, prominent Mid- 
land’s cinema owner, is readying 
deal with the International Finance 
Trust Corp. to acquire the Ritz and 
Pavilion cinemas, Weymouth, for 
$600,000. Deal also includes a res- 
taurant, seating 600, and a ball- 
room with 1,100 capacity, which 
adjoin the Ritz, a 2,100 seater. 


Riviera 

Boris Morros at the Carlton. 

The Richard Greenes’ at Monte 
Carlo. 

Walter Wanger at Hotel De Cap 
in Antibes. 

Jean Sablon doing a one-nighter 
at a Riviera gala. 

Teb Clark in Cannes for his film, 
| “Passport to Pimlico.” 

Elsa Maxwell feting film who's 
who at a cocktail party. 

Sir Duff Cooper at his Cannes 
villa serving as British film rep. 

Dr. Roger Manvell, head of 
British Film Academy, at the 
| Gallia. 
| Bernard Kriesler ogling. foreign 
| film fare at Cannes Festival for 
purchase. 

Melchior Lengyel at Majestic 
preparing a stage version of 
“Ninotchka,” which is to be trans- 
lated into French. 


Rome 


By Helen McGill Tubbs 
Lois Maxwell has taken an apart- 
ment in Rome. 
Edouardo Cianelle will soon be 
seen in “The Dark Road.” 
Lily Pons has been vacationing 
in the lake regions of Italy. 
Baron Werner Biel and his sister 
~~ parts in Rossellini’s “Strom- 


“Yeliow Sky” o 
firstrun houses, 
Europa. 

Frank Latimore just finished a 
pic with the famous Italian come- 
dian Toto. 

Eric Von Stroheim and his wife, 
French actress Denise Vernac, on 
the Riviera. 

Douglas Fairbanks, Jr., back to 
the Italian Alps for work on cur- 
rent film, “State Secret.” 

Another U. S. actress, Virginia 
Belmont, started work in an Ital- 
ian film, “Worst Years of Our 
Lives.” 

Geraldine Brooks having fin- 
ished “Vulcano” for William Die- 
terle, wil! start soon in an Italian 
| picture. 

‘Mischa Auer has completed 
“One Night of Fame” and has a 
deal for two more pictures, all 
| Italian. 

American actress Geraldine 
Brooks, has been signed to do an- 
other Italian picture here after 
finishing “Vulcanc” with William 
Dieierie. 

Janice Paige an 
‘are both in “The 


ned at two 
apranica and 





Binnie Barnes 
ark Road” be- 


ing produced at Scalera with the 
help of the latter’s husband, Mike 
Frankovitch. 

“Una Voce nel Tuo Cuore” (“A 


Voice in Your Heart”) is the title | 


of film being completed at Scalera, 
starring American actress Con- 
stance Dowling and Italian Vitto- 
rio Gassman. Story is by Fiorella 
| Carmenforti. 


South Africa 


By Joe Hanson 


Cape Town Studios of S. A. 


Broadcasting Corp. celebrated 25th 
anni Sept. 15. 

Claudio Arrau, Brazilian concert 
pianist, creating big impression on 
concert tour here 

Twe British films, “Fallen Idol” 
and “Kind Hearts and Coronets, 
are the only ones not playing to 
minor biz. 

Metro location unit busy with 
screen tests at Nairobi, East Africa, 
for supporting roles in “King Solo- 
mon’s Mines.” 

John Schlesinger flying to Eng- 
land for business huddles reported 
to be connected with making more 
British films here. 

“This Modern Age,” Rank docu- 
mentary shorts unit, to do subject 
on customs, lore and habits of 
natives of Swaziland, Bechuana- 
land and Basutoland. 

“Kom Saam Vanaand,” first full- 
length musical made in Afrikaans 
dialogue by African Film Produc- 
tions, previewed in Pretoria before 
audience headed hy Prime Minis- 


ter Malan 
Ireland 


By Maxwell Sweeney 

Eugene O'Neill's “Where the 
Cross Is Made” is being translated 
into Gaelic for presentation here. 

Jack Henderson, sales super- 
visor of British Lion, in from Lon- 
don for talks with local branches. 

John Lyons, Metro's Irish branch 
manager, fixed 10 of company’s 
firstruns here for September to 
celebrate Metro's 25th anni. 

Mervyn McPherson, chief Metro 
flak in London, back to his office 
after discussing set-up for “The 
Secret Land” and “Command De- 
cision” here 

Ireland imported films totalling 
870,044 feet in July against 867,019 
feet in the corresponding month 
of 1948, according to Central Of- 
fice of Statistics. 


Minneapolis 
By Les Rees 

King Cole Trio and Willie Shore 
into Club Carnival. 

Prom Ballroom had Woody Her- 
man for one-nighter. 

Hotel Radisson Flame Room has 
Martha Errolle, and John Molinari. 

Wayne King into St. Paul Audi- 
torium for one-nighter concert at 


$3 top. 

“Oklahema!” spotted into Ly- 
ceum for second attraction, fol- 
lowing “Brigadoon.” 


Neil Messick, Hotel Nicollet 
Flame Room manager, in Y. 


lining up acts for winter season. 


Dave Silverman, Minneapolis 
Star nvanaging editor, named presi- 
dent of Minneapolis 1949 Aquaten- 
nial, annual summer mardi gras. 


| Miami Beach 


By Lary Solloway 

Ralph MacIntyre appointed man- 

ager of swank new Shore Club 
| hotel. 

| “Neil Lang’s Park Sheraton Hotel 
,is home for Miamians while in 
New York. 

Roney Plaza will tee off for sea- 
son Nov. 12 though perennial guest 
Walter Winchell will be stopping 
with manager Duke Stewart and 
company by the first of that month. 

New casino setup deing built in 
Boca Raton, midway between Mi- 
ami and Palm Beach. New Yorkers 
heading the deal plan on top name 
shows to compete with other spots. 





Miami University football games | 


to be televised via WTVJ, starting 
with Rollins College tee-off this 
weekend. Matty Matthews and 
Charlie Davis will handle annuunc- 
ing chores. 


Cleveland 


By Glenn C. Pullen 


Frank Sennes bagged Rudy Vai-| 


lee for one week at Borsellino’s 
Club, following current Three 
Riffs. 

Alvino Rey’s crew plus two acts 
due at Hollenden Vogue Room next 
month to start new hand policy 
for spot. 

Hal Aloma’s Hawiian unit 
brought in by Statler Terrace Room 
and staying until George Duffy 


band returns. 

| After two tponements, Co- 
rinne Calvet, Paramount’s French 
star, finally arrived here for press- 
radio luncheon. 

Bandmaster Blue Barron estab- 
lished $200 scholarship for worthy 
Cleveland vocal talent, to be picked 
by Gene Carroll of WEWS. 


Hollywood 


di a Ladd suffering from laryn- 
Ss. 
| Shirley Winters laid up with in- 
| testinal flu. 

Jerry Wald starting his 18th 
year at Warners. 

Billy De Wolfe bedded with in- 
ternal hemorrhages. 

Charles Winninger celebrated 
50th anni as an actor. 

John Berry planed to Cuba to 
set up locations for Metro's “Visa.” 

Eric Johnston to Washington 
after attending the TOA huddles. 

Bing Crosby paid $75,000 for the 
Gridley Ranch near Coeur D'Alene, 
Idaho. 

Jack Marshall 
Charley Foy’'s 
‘hay fever 





withdrew from 
show because of 


ment of her marriage to George 
Buchanan. 

Alfonso Bedoya confined to his 
home after slight stroke on Mayan 
theatre stage. 

Lamarr Trotti returned to his 
20th-Fox desk after a three-month 
leave of absence. 

Bobby Jones of Eagle Lion re- 
covering from major surgery in 
Glendale Sanitarium. 

Virginia Mayo to Utah, where 
her husband, Michael O'Shea, is 
on location for two weeks. 

Lizabeth Scott asked Superior 
Court to legalize her screen name, 
switching from Emma Matzo 

Edvard Schellhorn'§ celebrated 
his 25th anniversary with Para- 
mount’s foreign department. 

John Auer planed to South 
America to survey production 
mrasnects in Rrazil and Argentina. 

Clarence Brown returned from 
a two-week air tour of 8,000 miles, 
picking up data for his next pic- 
ture. 

Victor McLaglen added another 
Oscar to his collection, this time 
for a Jersey heifer at the Fresno 
Fair 

Irene Brooks flown from 
Durango. Col., to Los Angeles for 
treatment of an infection incurred 
while working on 20th-Fox’s “A 
Ticket to Tomahawk.” 


Vienna 


By Emil W. Maass 

Yvonne De Carlo here on a visit. 

American violinist Isaac Stern 
inked for two appearances. 

Josef Gluecksmann took over job 
as director of Volkstheatre. 

Greater part of stock exchange 
hall will be made into dance hall. 

George London; U. S. baritone, 
made his debut at state opera in 

**Aida.” 

Elfe Gerhart to Munich for lead 
in new Stolz film directed by Det- 
lev Sirk. 

Swiss film producer Johann Her- 
mann arrested on alleged smug- 
gling charge. 

Franz Liszt birthhouse in Raid- 
ing, Burgenland, repaired. Open 
again to public. 

Soprano Maria Reining to N. Y. 
to guest in “Rosenkavalier” at 
N. Y. City Center. 

Georg Singer, musical director 
of Tel Awiw, guested with Ton 
Kuenstler Orchestra. 

Former operetta star Betty 
| Fischer took over class in Vienna 
iy School of Music. 
| Hans Jaray inked by Volksthea- 
jtre to direct Anzengruber's 
“Fourth Commandment.” 

Author Hermann Heinz Ortner 
sued producers of the film, 
“Eroica,” charging plagiarism. 

' Ferdinand Bruckner translating 
and adapting Arthur Miller's 
“Death of a Salesman” for Josef- 
stadt Theatre. 

Rudolf Cartier, London produ- 
cer, selected “Rosenkavalier,” 
“Giuditta” and “Magic Flute” as 
state opera films. 

Grete Wiesenthal dance-group 
(uflder management Martha Wie- 
senthal) inked by So! Hurok for 
January in New York. 


Pittsburgh 


By Hal Cohen 


Edwards and Diane at Nixon 
Cafe. 

Annual Variety Club banquet 
set for Nov. 13. 

Little Lake theatre closing first 
| season with nine-day run of “Hasty 
| Heart.” 

Kap Monahan finally removed 
the cast from his broken ankle af- 
ter two months. 

Johnny Dooley into the Monte 
Carlo after summerlong run at 

Moors Club in Provincetown. 

Gaye Jordan off for Bqoadway to 
try her luck following’ strawhat 
season at White Barn theatre. 

Eddie Mack, veteran at Play- 
house, picked for Lee Tracy role 
|in opening show, “The Traitor. 
| Frances Langford and Jon Ha 
getting $10,000 for their nine-day 
stand at Better Homes Exposition 
|in West View Park. 

Buddy Murphy, Jr., son of 
/KDKA magician, accepted at Navy 
Musical School in Washington; e® 
‘listed for four-year stretch. 


Barbara Bliss granted an annul- 
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OBITUARIES 


maCmARD DIX = | 
_ 55, legit and scree 
a DP ihe Presbyterian hos- 


dway before going to 

rin the silent picture era, 
a probably was best remembered | 
eneariier day fans for his out-' 
nding ‘performance as Yancey 
Cravat in “Cimmaron. 

porn in St. Paul, his family name 
‘a3 Ernest Carlton Brimmer. He 
tts layed an early interest in the 
We changed his name to Rich- 
Dix and matricv ater “om his 
ar career via numerous stock 
com jes throughout the coun- 
try. He later appeared on Broad- 
way with William Faversham in 
«The Hawk” and other productions. 

He went to the Coast in 1915, 
where he was featured in the Oli- 
ver Morosco stock company in Los 
Angeles. It was from there that he 
went into film work, his first screen 
chore being “Not Guilty ss for 
J M. Schenck and later “The 
Ch n” for Samuel Goldwyn. 
He joined Paramount in 1929 for a 
series of pix, including Cim- 
maron” and had appeared in num- 
erous other screen roductions 
over a span of years. is last ap- 
pearance was in “The Whistler 
series for Columbia Fictures over 
a vear ago. He subsequently was 
stricken by a heart ailment, which 
caused his death. 

Survived by wife, the former 
Virginia, Webster, twin sons and a 
daughter. 





FRANK MORGAN 

Frank Morgan, 59, legit and 
screen actor, died at his Beverly 
Hills home, Sept. 18. He had recent- 
ly finished work in Metro's “Key to 
the City,” Clark Gable-Loretta 
Young starrer, and was scheduled 
for Buffalo Bill role in “Annie Get 
Your Gun.” Morgan, whose fam- 
ily name was Francis Phillip Wup- 
perman, was one of heirs to An- 
gostura Bitters fortune. 

His first stage role was as 
juvenile supporting Walker White- 
side in “Mr. Wu” in 1914 after 
graduating from Cornell. His 


father-in-law of James Stewart, 
film actor, died in Colorado 
Springs, Sept. 15. 

Hatrick was a pioneer in the 
newsreel and motion-picture serial 
fields, and made some of the first 


| documentary films. He started his 


career in New York as a publicity 
man. In 1908 he went to work for 
the Hearst organization. He had 
been head of Hearst Metrotone 
News, which is now News of the 
Day, and was general manager of 
the old Cosmopolitan Productions. 
In World War I he served under 
George Creel, chief of the Usiied 
States Information Service. 
Surviving, besides Mrs. Gloria 
Stewart, are his wife, a son, an- 
other daughter, and two sisters. 





MAURICE M. COHEN 

Maurice M. Cohen, 60, president 
and general manager of the Holly- 
wood Palladium, died Sept. 16 of a 
heart ailment. 

Previously active in the film 
business as head of Invincible Pic- 
tures and later associated with 
George Batchelor in Chesterfield 
Pictures, Cohen operated the Pal- 
ladium since its opening nine years 
ago. 

Surviving are his wife, a son and 
a daughter. 


HENRIETTA SCHUMANN 

Henrietta Schumann, 39, Rus- 
sian-born pianist, died in Phila- 
delphia, Sept. 19. Miss Schumann 
began studying musie at the age of 
three under the guidance of her 
father, Ilya M. Schumann, retired 
Professor of Music at Syracuse Uni- 
versity. She made her debut in 
Russia when eight vears old. Ar- 
riving in the U.S. shortly after the 
Russian revolution, Miss Schumann 
made her first American appear- 





ance with the Rochester Philhar- | 


monie Orch. 
Her husband, Thomas H. Barker, 
a daughter and parents survive. 


CHARLES A. MEADE 
Charles A. Meade, 73, a veteran 
of the management end of show 
business, died Sept. 14 in French 
Hospital. N. Y.. after a heart at- 
tack suffered at the 8lst Street 


IN MEMORIAM 


flose Gumble 


September 


27, 1947 


We'll alwcys miss you. 


THE STAFF OF WARNER'S MUSIC COS. 


initia?’ film work was with Anita 
Stewart at Vitagraph, from which 
he returned to legit until talking 
pictures came in. 

He appeared in “Rosalie,” “The 
Man Who Came Back,” “Seventh 
Heaven,” “My Lady Friends,” | 


| “Gentlemen Prefer Blondes,” | 


“Among the Married,” “Topaz,” 
7 d,.”’ “The Band Wagon,” 


Firebran 
/and “Rockabye” on Broadway, and. 


went to Hollywood in 1932. He 

ed for Paramount, Fox, RKO, 
United Artists, Universal, and 
ppiee long-term contract with 
Metro in 1937. He played 68 roles 
in 14 years, including “Reunion in | 
Vienna,” “When Ladies Meet,” | 
‘Blonde Bombshell,” “Naughty 
Marietta.” “Great Ziegfeld,” “Sara- 
toga,” “Rosalie,” “The Crowd 
Roars.” “Sweethearts,” “Wizard of 


02,” “Affairs of Cellini,” “Tor- 


tilla Flat,” “Stratton Story,” and 
Any Number Can Play.” 

In 1938, he made his radio debut 
in Metro's “Good News” airshow. 


Among sponsors he had were 


Kraft, Pall Mall, Old Gold. 
Survived by wife, son, George, a 


film technician; brother, Ralph, an. 
rs. 


actor, and two siste 





ROSALIA KENYON 
a Rosalia Gloeckler Kenyon, 
- of a prominent Pittsburgh the- 
on family, died at her home in 

at city Sept. 15 after a long ill- 
hess. Mrs. Kenyon followed in 
death by four months, her son, El- 
a Kenyon, former advance agent 
res the Theatre Guild, Maurice 
Phe and Helen Hayes and one- 
‘me head of the Carnegie Tech 

School. 

Mrs. Kenyon was the widow of 
Thomas Kenyon, who built the old 
Kenyon Theatre on Pittsburgh's 

othside and was instrumental in 
sock UP the Pitt, long a legit and 


Ouse but now the Barry, a’ 


e-feature grind movie spot. 
Vatgevill, Kenyon and Pitt were 
der th le sites for some time un- 
Mrs. © guidance of the Kenyons. 

enyon ieaves a son, T. 


i Kenyon, of i 
Secretary in y ex-subscription 


Pittsbur, 
and Theatre Guild gh for the ATS 





EDGAR RB. HATRICK 
Hedigar B. Hatrick, 64, former 
newsreel executive and 





RKO theatre, where he was man- 
ager. 

Born in Rutland, Vt.,. Meade was 
a representative for motion-picture 


producers for many years, being 


boy Records, died Sept. 16 in 
Roanoke, Va. 


A graduate of Temple Univer- 
_sity’s Law School, Granatoor prac- | 
| ticed law in Philadelphia for 25, 
| years. He was active in Democratic | 
| politics and ran for city Council | 


| on that ticket in 1943. A wife and 
daughter survive. 


GRACE A. CLARKSON 





scenario writer for the Charles, 
| Ray Productions, died Sept. 10 in| 


Hollywood. 





| Adeline Rumsey Marx, 38, no- 
'velist and short story writer, died 
in New York, Sept. 16. She was 
the wife of Joseph L. Marx, also 
a writer. Both had collabed on 
articles for Satevepost, Collier's 
and other mags. 





Herman T. Van Aller, 47, a radio 
engineer at KXLW, St. Louis 
County, died of heart disease at his 
home in St. Louis, Sept. 15. Wife 
and a daughter survive. 





Ellen G. Fallon, 58, former secre-| 


tary to vaude producer C. B. Mad- 
dock, died in New York, Sept. 16. 
| Surviving are five sisters and four 
brothers. 





Mother, 80. of Laura Wilck, tal- 
ent agent, and Joan Blair, actress, 
died Sept. 13 in Hollywood, fol- 
| lowing a heart attack. 





Wife, 53, of Thomas L. Walker, 
vice president of Edward Small 
Productions, died Sept. 16 in Los 
Angeles, following a stroke. 

Anna E. Briggs, 87, former play- 
wright, died Sept. 7 at her home 
in Los Angeles. 








Ivan H. Rouse, 45, projectionist 
at the Ivanhoe theatre, died at his 
home in St. Louis, Sept. 18. 





| Father of Ann Barrett, former 


musical comedy actress, died at his 


home in Ambridge, Pa., Sept. 7. 

Father, 75, of Jimmy Fidler, col- 
umnist, died Sept. 15 in Los An- 
geles. 








Mother, of Robert Sparks, Holly- 


wood producer, died Sept. 14 in| 


_ West Union, O. 


MARRIAGES 


Valda Genessee to Chester Conk- 
lin, Las Vegas, Sept. 8. Both are 
film players. 

Sally Seaver to Bobby Webb, 
Las Vegas, Sept. 10. Father is an 
|assistant casting director at 
| Metro. 

Marian Brandt to Jimmy Sarno, 





| Las Vegas, Sept. 17. He's a Para- 


mount publicist. 
Dolores Tripoli to Matthew Vec- 


associated with the makers of the chiola, Pittsburgh, Sept. 15. 


“Million Dollar Mystery” serial 
more than 30 years ago, and later 


Groom's with Baron Elliott’s orch. 
Eleancr S. Smith to Emerson 


with Howard Hughes, when the Kimball, Columbus, O., Sept. 10. 


latter produced “Hell's Angels.” 


He’s an announcer on WCOL, Col- 


For a time he operated six film’ ymbus. 


theatres in Canada, and during the 


Patricia Connelly to Dom Quinn 


last 12 years he had been house Oak Park, Ill., Sept. 17. He's an- 


manager in RKO theatres, includ- 
ing the Palace. 

Survived by wife. 

WILLIAM YOUNGCLAUS 

William Youngclaus, veteran 
Nebraska exhibitor for more than 
35 years, died Sept. 17 at his home 
in Grand Island, Neb. He had op- 
erated theatres in various Nebraska 
cities. He was a partner of Tristates 
Theatres in the Drive-in theatre at 
Grand Island but ran the Island 
theatre independently. 

Survived by wife Lorraine and a 
son. 





LAMAR C. FUNSTON 


Lamar C. Funston, 58, theatre | 


operator in Columbus, O., died 
there Sept. 12. He had built and 


operated the Hudson and Parsons, | 


| Reames at WBCK, Battle Creek, 


ch. 
Edith Holder Rauch to Sammy 
Rauch, New York, Sept. 17. He's 


| talent booker for the Roxy theatre, 


N. Y.; bride is a former singer. It's 
a remarriage, since couple were di- 
vorced several months ago. 

Betty Heslin to Irving Kahn, New 
York, Sept. 16, Bride is production 
assistant in 20th-Fox television de- 
postnent, he’s 20th TV program 
chief. 





BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. Norman Brokaw, 
twin sons, Hollywood, Sept. 13. 
Father is motion picture rep for 
the William Morris agency. 

13. Father is motion picture rep 
for the William Morris agency. 


nabe houses, and was treasurer of| Mr. and Mrs. Jack Melvin, son, 


the old B. F. Keith's for 20 years. 
Survived by wife, two daughters, 
sister and brother. 
BEVERLY BLAKELY 
Beverly Blakely, 19, showgirl, 
was killed in a motor crash near 
Bakersfield, Cal. She was a mem- 


ber of the Laughs. Inc., troupe en’ 


route to Vancouver for a four week 
nitery stand. 

She was formerly a member of 
the Ear! Carroll show. 


RICHARD M. MIDDLEMASS 
Richard M. Middlemass, 65, ac- 
tor and playwright, died Sept. 10 





in Hollywood. As a playwright his) 


outstanding work was “The 
Valiant.” 

He was a member of Actors 
Equity, the Lambs and the Har- 
vard Club. 


MAURICE A. GRANATOOR 
Maurice A. Granatoor, 46, part- 
ner and general counsel for Cow- 


| Holiywood, Sept. 15. Father is a 


film publicist. 

| Mr. and Mrs. Philip (Buzz) Aston, 
|daughter, Pittsburgh, Sept. 10. 
| Father’s a singer with KDKA. 

Mr. and Mrs. Kal Phillips, son, 
Hollywood, Sept. 14. Father is a 
radio producer. 

Mr. and Mrs. Jerome Alden, 
twins, New York, Sept. 16. Mother 
is the former actress Barbara Gaye; 
father is an actor and script writer. 
| Mr. and Mrs. Jim Ameche, 
| daughter, Chicago, Sept. 17. Father 

is a radio actor. 





Spanish Vauder 

The San Juan theatre, N. Y., will 
reopen the season Sept. 23 with 
Spanish stageshows. Lou Walters, 
Latin Quarter operator, who is co- 
owner of the theatre, will put on 
the shows 

A stagehand, girl line and vaude 
acts will be used. 





Show Biz on Devaluation 


Centinued from page 1 


amount to about $80,000,000, which ; tionship between dollars and sterl- 
would mean a bookkeeping write- ing means nothing—aside from the 
down of approximately $20,000,000. | cost of the souvenirs they buy to 

There are a couple of highly-im- 
which must 
Grace A. Clarkson, 68, former phorne in mind for a thorough un- ference in the cost of maintaining 
derstanding of the effects of de- the players abroad, since these ex- 
First is that any losses penses are paid out of frozen coin. 
—real or bookkeeping—may well If dollars were sent over from here 
be a temporary sacrifice for an to support stars and crew, there 
eventual advantage. 
for devaluation is to improve the most every case the reason for 
dollar position of the countries in- 
Such betterment would 





Entire reason 


| markets and the end of the ireezes 
| against U. S. show biz. 


that nobody loses anything (or, at 
the most, very little) until he con- 
or board of the Motion Picture Assn. 
Canadian dollars into U. S. dollars. 
If the money is used in the coun- 
try of its source, its value is not af- to comment until we have studied 
In other words, if Paramount 
valued its Plaza theatre in London J 
at £200,000 last week, it still val- 
ues it at exactly the same today. 
However, on its books in New York 
the theatre’s value last week was 
down as $800,000. 
less, or $560,000. 


Today it is 30% 
If and when it 


Other Currencies 


into dollars, 
little effect. 

Devaluation will have some —_ 
ing in England, however, in reduc- | ,, bar 4A ; ; os 
| ing the quantity of blocked sterling | Me a ) and WTMJ-TV 

available for domestic 
luding the production of American 
pictures there. That results only, 
though, because making the 
1948, U. S. negotiators Eric John- 
ston and James A. Mulvey foresaw 
the possibility of devaluation. They | 
insisted, therefore, that the amount 
'of money which the British would | have 
permit to be exported be expressed 
not as £4,250,000, as the English | 
. but as $17,000,000. 

That means that despite devalua- 
tion, U. S. companies will still get 
the same number of dollars. How- 
ever, it will take more pounds to 


have fewer 


paid Danny 


only minor 


Break for Britishers 
Now, to reverse the procedure, 
devaluation will encourage British 


they'll be making 30% more when 
they convert their dollars. For in- 
stance, Martita Hunt in “Mad Wom- 


Broadway, may be getting $1,900 a 
producer Alfred De 


ready to return to her native Eng- 
land, she finds she has $19,000 of 
her U. S. earnings left 
Sunday she would have converted 
this to £2,500. This week it auto- 
matically became 
Hunt made £1,070 without lifting 
her makeup. 

As for Hollywood pic stars 
rectors or technicians going abroad 
American com- 


Since they get paid im dollars in 
any case, the revision of the rela 








bring home. 
The studios will find little dif- 


would be a difference, but in al- 


making the film abroad in the first 
place is to use up pounds, francs, 
lira or marks out of the deep 
freeze. 

Important and far-reaching ef- 
fects of the devaluation are bound 
to be felt. Actually, it is too early 
to determine what all of these will 
be. As prexy Eric Johnston told the 


of America at a session in New 
York , Monday (19), “It is too ear!y 


the effect on world trade patterns.” 


World Series 


Continued from page | ea 














termined they will not be dragged 
into a similar deal for the Series 
or any other sports event in the 


$240,000 depreciation will become future 
But until then it means noth- 
bookkeeper’s 


Deal, as set up by Gillette with 
Baseball Commissioner A. B. (Hap- 
py) Chandler and Mutual, which 
has exclusive radio and TV rights 
to the Series through 1952, calls 
for Gillette to pay $200,000 to the 


preciation is likewise only a book- big leagues for the TV rights. That 
keeping matter 
freed for conversion into doliars. 
Since much of this coin is unlikely no video spokesman would divulge 
for years—if ever— 
that’s something that need not be 
worried about too much until the 


sum, reportedly, represents the 
only money changing hands. While 


who would pay the actual pickup 
costs, it is believed they will be 
Shared by all stations cutting in 
on the pool. On the assumption 


'used by American companies for that the Series will boost the pres- 
operation of their local branches tige of all stations carrying it, Gil- 
investments. 
this does not entail any conversion 
the devaluation has 


lette is not paying the standard 
time charges to the video outlets. 
Three Station Nix 


As a result of the no-pay deal, 
WMAL-TV ‘Washington), WMAR- 


-e) have nixed the Series. 
Other D. C. and Balto sta- 
tions will cut in on the pool but 
WTMJ-TV is the only video outlet 
in that city, meaning Milwaukee 
fans won't see the games on TV. 
According to Bob Jamieson, Du- 
Mont operations chief who's re- 
peating this year as TV coordina- 
tor on the Series, 35 other stations 
already officially accepted 
the pool arrangement. 

Although no network exec will 
,admit the fact, it is believed they 
|might have let themselves in for 
the unsatisfactory setup in their 
hot competition originally to sew 


“, |up the Series on an exclusive basis. 
comprise that $17,000,000 so that | When Gillette was first revealed as 
companies will 


pounds left over for other pur- 
yoses, including picture making. 


the sponsor, ABC offered to pay 


Gillette $60,000 for an exclusive 
| (representing the difference be- 

As for the effects on American tween this year’s cost to the bank- 
talent, results are easily to be seen rojjier of $200,000 and last year’s 
when stripped of financial abraca- ¢)49.000). CBS immediately topped 


that bid with an offer of the entire 


London's Paliadium, for instance, | $200 000 and NBC claimed it would 

Kaye approximately 
£5,000 a week. That $20,000 tod 
means oniy $14,000. 

In other words, the performer 
must be willing to work for less | around to DuMont’s way of think- 
money in dollars or the manager 
must be willing to pay him 30°7 | 
_more in pounds so that he'll come | 
out even in the conversion. Since 
is expected to have 
on domestic 
prices abroad, Parnell can't raise | yy; = 
his admission fee and so he prob- which the; 
ably can't afford to increase the 
salaries of American acts by 30%. 
That's why fewer actors will be go- 


top them all. DuMont, realizing the 


ay webs were cutting each other's 
| throats, bowed out. Not until later 


did the other networks come 


ing. 
Beef on Theatre TV 
Any theatres airing the Series 
on large-screen tele pay for the 
rights only to Chandler, unlike ar- 


jrangements for other events in 


paid the network or 
Station picking up the show a cer- 


| tain fee. Nets claim they were told 


of this arrangement only at the 
last minute with a “take it or leave 
it’ edict and thus were forced to 
accept against their better judg- 
ment. But they insist that they 
will turn down such an arrange- 
ment next year, even if it means 
no Series 

Theatres have their own com- 
plaint on the deal. They claim the 
$10,000 package price being paid 
by the Fabian Fox, Brooklyn, is 
far too high and so in itself sets a 
dangerous precedent. As a result, 
only the Fabian house to date has 
signed for the games. 

Decision on which station's cam- 
era crew does the actual pickup 
still awaits the outcome of the 
pennant races, since the nod will 
go to whichever station carried the 
regular season games of the win- 
ners. Thus, if the N. Y. Yankees 
take the American League pen- 
nant, any games played at Yankee 
Stadium, N. Y., will be picked up 
by the crew of WABD, DuMont’s 


.N. Y. flatship. 
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Look, Ma, he’s Smiling!!! 
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MONDAY NIGHTS, Over Station WPIX-TV, 7:30 to 8 P.M.-~-Sullivan’s “LITTLE OLD NEW YORK” 





